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OBJECTIVES

• An exploratory mountaineering venture to the remote Baltistan Karakorum range 
in Northern Pakistan.

• Exploration of the Hucho Alchori Glacier with first ascents of peaks under 
6000m.

The rarely visited Hucho Alchori Glacier system is an offshoot of the remote Kero 
Lungma Glacier situated in the north-west Karakorum between the major glacial 
highways of the Hispar to the north and the Chogolungma to the south. The Hucho 
Alchori is hemmed in on three sides by ranges of unclimbed peaks varying in height 
from between c. 5000 -  6500m. The glacier is approached from the village of Arandu 
at the head of the Shigar valley.

TEAM MEMBERS

Mary Twomey (40) Bolton, nominated leader. Mountaineering Instructor & Open 
University Lecturer.

Penny Clay (30) Sheffield, co-leader. Teacher.

Christine Goulding (37) Manchester, Electronics Engineer & Patent Examiner.

Elly Whiteford (28) Penrith, Environmental Scientist.

CoIinWells (38) Edinburgh, Archaeologist & Peatlands Advisor.



MAPS AND SOURCES OF INFORMATION

• Leomann Maps; Karakorum Maps Sheet 2 ,1 :200 000 Skardu, Hispar and Biafo 
area.

• The Army Mountaineering Association Expedition 1959 led by H. R. A. 
Streather.

• The British Nushik Expedition 1996 led by D. Wilkinson.
• Bullock Workman, F. (1908) Ice Bound Heights o f the Mustagh, Constable, 351.

SKETCH MAP



ITINERARY

8/7/00 leave UK.
11/7/00 arrive Skardu via Karakorum Highway.
14-17/7/00 jeeps to Arandu, hire porters, trek to base camp (c.4030m).
17-29/7/00 explore Hucho Alchori Glacier and potential routes.

• The original objective of peak 555 Im had numerous inviting 
Scottish style gully lines however the condition of these 
deteriorated rapidly shortly after our arrival at base camp.

• A second ascent was made of an un-named peak (5200m) above 
base camp, originally climbed in 1959 by the British Army.

• Exploration of the northern and north-western branches of the 
glacier revealed Gloster Peak (5952m.) and two peaks of over 
6000m overlooking the Hispar glacier. Approaches to these 
however necessitated crossing tedious and difficult moraine; the 
two latter peaks carried high avalanche risks.

• The original Bear Camps established by F. Bullock Workman were 
located and explored.

30-31/7/00 return to
1-8/8/00 return to
9-10/8/00 return to
13/8/00 return to







HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Historical
The Bullock-Workman Expedition of 1903

By comparison with many of its neighbouring glaciers, the Hucho Alchori has 
received limited attention from western travellers. The first recorded incursion was 
undertaken by Fanny and Walter Bullock-Workman who made a foray into the valley 
in August and September of 1903. This formed an adjunct to an ambitious glacier 
circuit, which had taken them north-westwards up the Chogolungma, over the 
Bolocho La and back down the Kero Lungma. It is clear, however, that the Bullock- 
Workmans were not the first westerners to visit the valley. ‘Sportsmen are said to 
have visited occasionally the lower part of the Alchori nala, but until now the glacier, 
penetrating deeply into the mountains, had not been explored nor accurately mapped.’ 
they recorded^

It is interesting to speculate as to the identity of these ‘sportsmen’. It is, of 
course, perfectly possible that they may have been European travellers or off-duty 
British military personnel engaged in innocent hunting excursions. However, it is 
known that during the era of the ‘Great Game’, incognito reconnaissance was also 
undertaken under the guise of such shooting trips to the more outlandish border areas 
of British imperial influence^. Furthermore, the nearby Nushik La had been eyed by 
British parties to ascertain its potential as a possible route into Kashmir fi'om the north 
by unfi*iendly forces^. One wonders, therefore, whether the Hucho Alchori might not 
have been visited with a similar aim in mind in order to ascertain its potential as a 
militarily sensitive communications corridor. If such surveillance missions were 
undertaken, however, it is likely that any surviving record remains buried in the fusty 
bowels of the archives of the India Office.

In the absence of this, the earliest detailed document remains that provided by 
the memoirs of the Bullock-Workmans. They left us a magnificent pictorial record of 
all their journeys, and their trip up the Hucho Alchori is no exception. Walter 
Workman was in the habit of carrying with him on his travels a large plate camera 
apparatus complete with telephoto lenses and a portable darkroom. Or at least, it 
would be more accurate to say that his huge army of ‘coolies’ was forced to carry this 
juggernaut of equipment. The results of all this effort, however, were extremely 
impressive. The B-W’s book. Ice Bound Heights o f the Mustagh, is a spectacularly 
lavish production, containing numerous high-definition black & white photographs 
which are of great value to this day, not only as very beautiful compositions in their 
own right, but also for the technical detail which they afford to modem mountaineers 
and explorers. They also provide a rare, high quality photographic image bank with 
which to compare current glacial conditions in the region with those obtaining nearly 
a century ago. Plates 1 and 2 show examples of this, where the past & present snow

' Bullock Workman, F. (1908) Ice Bound Heights o f  the Mustagh, Constable, 351.
 ̂Keay, J. (1977) When Men S: Mountains Meet  ̂John Murray.
 ̂Schombergj RCF. (1935) Between the Oxus <& the Indus^ Hopkinson.



and ice conditions on ‘Gloster Peak’ and the upper part of the Alchori can be 
compared.

The Bullock-Workmans, together with their caravan of porters, their Alpine 
guide Zurbriggen, a a Gurkha, the lambardar of Arandu and, eventually, a 
‘topographer’ (who joined them later direct via Arandu), ascended the lower part of 
the Alchori nala in mid August 1903 having made an epic crossing of the Bolocho La 
and descent of the Kero Lungma. They continued up the right (orogrophic) bank of 
the heavily crevassed glacier and pitched camp at a level ‘maidan’ (an ablation hollow 
in the lateral moraine) which was ‘carpeted with grass & flowers, and dotted with an 
abundant growth of bushes about twelve feet high, which made excellent firewood. 
Two rivulets of pure water ran through it.’ They called this place ‘Bear Camp 1’ on 
account of the tufts of bear hair they found adorning the branches of some of the 
bushes. Sadly, these days, bears are a scarce sight in the area (although one of the 
writers (CEW) noted a pair of ‘bear dogs’ which were tethered at Domok on a 
previous visit in 1996, suggesting they may not be completely extinct). ‘Bear Camp 1’ 
is also greatly changed from Fanny & Walter’s day. The bushes are much fewer in 
number, as well as being much shorter in stature, while the grass and flowers are 
severely pruned by large numbers o f ‘Dzo’ (hybrid Yak-type cattle) which are 
seasonally driven up from Arandu every summer. It is clear that population size 
and/or, a longer grazing season for transhumance has led to considerable denudation 
of the vegetation.

The Bullock-Workman expedition then lurched further into the Alchori 
system, leap-frogging the site of the basecamp chosen by the 2000 expedition, and 
crossing a subsidiary feeder glacier to gain another level ‘maiden’ in the moraine 
which they termed ‘Bear Camp 2’ (Plate 3). Two members of the 2000 expedition 
(PLC & CEW) made two visits to this old campsite and, unlike the accessible ablation 
terraces further downstream, found it remarkably unchanged from 1903 in terms of its 
vegetation. The site presented a flat, damp sandy area lay in front of an extensive talus 
slope. The flat outwash area contained bare patches in between copious growth of 
Sedum, similar to its condition ini903, as can be seen by comparing old and modern 
photographs. Careful scrutiny of the site of ‘Bear Camp 2’ revealed what superficially 
appeared to be the infilled remains of an old artificial drainage trench at the break of 
slope, along with a strange, steep-sided depression ca. 3-4 foot deep. Inspection of the 
Bullock-Workman’s original photograph suggests this feature occurs at the 
approximate spot where what seems to have been a latrine tent had been erected.
More tangible evidence of the Bullock-Workman’s passage was also recovered. On 
the western edge of the flat sandy campground, near to where the putative ‘drainage 
trench’ ended, much to our surprise, we discovered a rusty tin poking out of some 
silty ground. Excavation revealed a metal container in the shape of a modem-style 
sardine tin, but much larger in dimensions compared to present-day examples, which 
much thicker metal and welds. The tin had been opened using an old-fashioned-style 
tin opener, leaving jagged serrated edges to the opened flap. Although obviously very 
msty, there was a discernible impression of a manufacturer's logo pressed into the 
base. Despite much further enthusiastic exploration no other traces of Bear Camp 2 
were recovered, not even after a later visit armed with the latrine entrenching tool



with which to conduct test pitting of promising features (such as the putative 
Edwardian ioo pit’).

From this upper camp Fanny & Walter forayed towards the ‘ Alchori Col’ 
where they placed a camp (‘Ice-Fall Camp’) so-called because of its situation on the 
snows above an ice-fall. They had hoped to find a passage over the col which would 
enable them to join the Hispar and thence travel towards Hispar village, Hunza and, 
eventually, Gilgit. Unfortunately, although the gained the very crest of the corniced 
col the next morning and gained a stupendous panorama of the glacier and the array 
of peaks to the north of it, they could find no easy way down the Hispar North Wall. 
Retreating to BC2 they announced to the Arandu lambardar that they intended to 
retrace their steps back up the Kero Lungma and cross the Nushik La instead. On 
hearing this, their exhausted porters, who had already been dragged all over the 
glacial shop by the headstrong Fanny; forced to march over previously unascended 
icy cols without axes or boots and generally ordered about peremptorily fi’om pillar to 
post, promptly rebelled, and refused flatly to carry loads anywhere but Arandu. A 
fuming Fanny attempted to cajole, threaten and bribe her ‘coolies’ but it was all to no 
avail. She afterwards attempted to explain their reluctance to co-operate on a fear of 
the Hunza people through whose territory they would have had to have travelled had 
they journeyed to the Hispar. However, the Bullock-Workmans had gained a 
reputation among fellow Karakorum travellers for being poor man-managers'^, and 
one suspects the locals had simply had enough of the imperious dominatrix. Thus 
ended the most thorough and extensive exploration of the Hucho Alchori for over half 
a century.

' Bruce, CG. (1910) Twenty Years in the Himalaya, Arnold.
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The Joint Services Expedition of 1959
The only other recorded visit to the HA dates to 1959 when a British Army expedition 
led by Tony Streather sent a party to investigate the glacier. This succeeded in 
ascending the 20,000 ft ‘Gloster Peak’ on the Hispar Wall, and also the ca.5000m 
peak immediately to the north of the 2000 expedition campsite. However, little else 
was achieved in terms of mountaineering. From the information provided in their 
Alpine Journal report, it is difficult to know exactly where the Army expedition 
camped apart from the fact that it was ‘above an old Bullock-Workman camp’. By 
this, the report may mean ‘further up the valley’, which would almost certainly mean 
it was the same as that used by the present expedition, it being the first obvious 
extensive flat area with running water to be encountered beyond the BW campsite. 
The discovery of an old, but modern circular -style top from a tin can may be 
evidence of their camp, although the site chosen for basecamp was such an obvious 
one that it could easily be attributable to other visitors or local people.

Other visits: anecdotal evidence
Beyond this, the present expedition failed to find any further published references to 
climbing or exploration in the Hucho Alchori. It may well be that this was because 
time (and linguistic) limitations meant that research was restricted to the Anglophone 
literature. Some of out Arandu porters seemed to be suggest that both Japanese and 
German expeditions had visited the area in the last 20 years and had climbed some of 
the lower peaks surrounding the basecamp area. It would probably be worthwhile for 
future parties to attempt to trawl the continental European and Asian literature for 
references to these before assuming the unclimbed status of any of the peaks at the 
lower end of the glacier system.



SERVICES USED IN PAKISTAN

PORTER INSURANCE

Alpha Insurance co. Ltd.
Suite 19-20, 2nd Floor 
Hill View Plaza 
76-E Jinnah Avenue 
Blue Area
Islamabad. E-mail: alphaisl@.isb.apollo.net.pk

TRAVEL

Sargin Travel Service
Modern Hotel opp. Novelty Cinema
Kashmiri Bazaar
Rawalpindi.

COOK ETC.

Mountain Travels Pakistan
Head Office
Satellite Town
Skardu
Pakistan
PO Box 621.

Useful Government Agencies:

Ministry of Culture/Tourism 
Sports & Tourism Division 
College Road 
Sector F-7/2 
Islamabad.

Pakistan Tourist Development Corporation 
170-171, Street 36 
Sector F-10/1
Islamabad. E-mail; tourism@isb.comsats.net.ok

Website: www.tourism.gov.ok

mailto:tourism@isb.comsats.net.ok
http://www.tourism.gov.ok


FINANCES

INCOME

Item Cost
MEF 900
BMC 1300
AAC 200
Members 3100

Total 5500

EXPENDITURE

Item Cost
Flights 2480.00
Visas 200.00
Insurance 427.50
Porter Insurance 42.04
Porters 687.57
Cooks 150.68
Transport 517.71
Kitchen + fuel 293.51
Accommodation 536.64
Miscellaneous 145.00

Total 5480.65

SPONSORSHIP

Thanks go to the following organisations for their generous support:

Mount Everest Foundation 
British Mountaineering Council 
Austrian Alpine Club 
Troll UK (Climbing equipment)
Terra Nova (for the loan o f tents).
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