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Expedition Report

British Kun Lun Shan 2001 Expedition.
MEF Reference ....... 01/13

British Climbers: Mr Philip Bartlett; Colonel Henry Day; Mr Julian Freeman-Attwood
Chinese Liaison Officer: Mr Wang; Interpreter: Mr Kej-jash (Peter)

The original objective of the expedition was the first ascent of Pk 6582m and the exploration of un-named
and unclimbed peaks in the area of: Lat N 35° 30' / Long E 81°.
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Fig 1. The Western and Central Kun Lun Mountains, Xinjiang Province, China from the Alpine Journal'.
The plateau area visited is SE of Muztag and is where the Yuruungkax River rises.

Background to the Expedition

We had studied accounts of visits 100 years ago through the Aksu Gorge in the Kun Lun by Sir Aurel Stein
and his surveyor Ram Singh. We had a copy of the Survey of India map that incorporated his surveys (Fig
3). Capt Deasey's account of an even earlier visit through the Aksu gorge made educative reading. We
avoided taking ponies (he lost several, one of them causing a fatality to one of his team). Nor did we need to
apply corporal punishment to recalcitrant locals as he had done- just as well as none of us were heavyweight
boxing champions. We had read an account by Newcombe in the American Alpine Journal® of an expedition
through the Aksu Gorge to the plateau which described our original objective as being unclimbed. Nothing
had been published about subsequent expeditions to the area when we left UK.

Expedition Diary July-November 2001

18July HD departs from UK by Land Rover with expedition food and equipment. Route: Europe, Turkey, Iran, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, China.

3Sep  HD & PB enter China at Huogus Pass from Kazakhstan. Met by Chinese LO and Interpreter.
J F-A arrives at Urumchi by air.

5Sep  Full Team departs from Urumchi for Taklamakan Desert route to Hotan.

10Sep  Expedition departs from road head at Pulu (9800miles from UK) with 4 Uighurs and their 14donkeys.

11Sep Hears BBC news of terrorist attacks on New York on SW radio.

15Sep Arrives at Base Camp

20Sep Makes first ascent of Peak 6061m.

23Sep Expedition returns to Pulu; starts return drive by Land Rover to Kashgar.

28Sep Air and road parties depart from Kashgar. Road party refused passage of Torugart Pass and starts return drive to Urumchi

(1000 miles).

50ct  HD flies to Bishkek to arrange reception of Land Rover.

70ct  HD flies to UK (and bombing of Taleban targets in Afghanistan begins)

300ct Land Rover leaves Bishkek

9Nov  Land Rover arrives in Cambridge. 6200 miles in 11 days. 19005 miles in all.
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Fig2. Contemporary 1: 500 000 scale map with route taken in the mountains.

From Cambridge to the Kun Lun

The journey overland in the expedition's own vehicle went to schedule and enabled the team to keep control
of the expedition in China. The traverse of the Taklamakan Desert by the new desert road was a significant
event in re-living the journey to the Kun Lun by such as Sir Aurel Stein, Sven Hedin and Capt Deasy over a
century ago.. The Land Rover's suspension had been strengthened to take an all up weight of 3.5 tonnes
which was needed by the time all 5 members including the Chinese and their kit and all the rations including
fresh had been loaded. However the last 25 miles of unmade track to Pulu led to the destruction of the front
differential (HD driving).

While negotiating with officials at Pulu it was learnt that foreign teams had visited the proposed base camp
site more than once since Newcombe's expedition, so a new area with unclimbed peaks was selected instead
which was less likely to have been visited. The distance of 6 days march was the same but involved turning
west on reaching the plateau at 5000 metres, rather than continuing south as previously planned. Our
Uighurs who looked after the pack animals had not visited this part of the plateau so did not know where
water was to be found.

1. The Alpine Journal Vol 94 1989/90. The Kun Lun Shan: Desert Peaks of Central Asia by Michael Ward. p8
2. The American Alpine Journal 1997
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Fig 3. Copy of Survey of India Map incorporating routes travelled by Surveyor Ram Singh on Sir Aurel Stein’s expedition
in 1901. '

In the mountains
The baggage was packed up into ten donkey loads of 40kgs each. One Uighur was required to look after four
beasts- and in turn needed another donkey to carry his own kit. So when the party left Pulu it consisted of 3
Britons, 6 Chinese (including 4 Uighur donkey men) and 14 donkeys.
News of the terrorist attacks in New York was heard on the BBC World Service and much speculation of its
consequences in Central Asia unsettled the team members, not least because borders might be closed to the
Land Rover and flights home cancelled.
It took over 4 days to pass through the Aksu Gorge and it was not until the middle of the 5th day that the
Art-dawan pass (16230 ft) was crossed and the edge of the Tibetan plateau at was reached. The new
objective Peak 21486feet (=6550m) was clearly visible and was headed towards until darkness and a storm
overtook the caravan before water could be reached. It was a rough and thirsty night for men and beasts. As
there was no certainty of finding any water the next day either if the team pressed on, the decision was made
to retrace the route to where a brackish source of water had been passed the day before. Base Camp was
subsequently sited all the way back in the Aksu Gorge at an altitude of only 4050 metres, where the Uighurs
unloaded their donkeys and headed for home.
Aurel Stein's survey had plotted 3 mountains of about 20000 feet (6000m) to the east and the peak marked
.19880 (6061m) was identified as a worthy objective. Setting out from the Aksu Gorge, an intermediate
camp was carried up the tributary valley of Kar-yagdi almost to a ol at 5000m. From there early the
following day 20 Sep 01, HD & PB set off up the north ridge of peak 6061m. HD stopped at 5600m but PB
carried on and reached the summit. The climbing was straightforward on poor snow covering even poorer
rock. The route is marked on the photograph on the front cover of this report.
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Return to The United Kingdom.

Before the Land Rover could be driven from Pulu the front prop shaft was removed by J F-A who then drove
it carefully to Hotan in 2-wheel drive. There they were able to e-mail and telephone home and were strongly
advised to get out before hostilities commenced in Afghanistan. It was decided to cancel the return air
journey via Almaty in Kazakhstan as this seemed risky. Tickets were booked for 2 via Beijjing instead.
However the vehicle had to be got out of China to avoid prohibitive customs charges. HD was turned back
by the Chinese at the Torugart Pass as it was now before the start date of his Kirgyz visa. So he drove with
Wang back to Urumchi, 1000miles in the wrong direction. There arrangements were made with Guo J inwei
to get the vehicle ferried to Bishkek by his men and his associates in Kirgyzstan. Meanwhile HD was able to
fly to Bishkek and thence home, arriving hours before the bombing of Taleban military targets began.

Finance

We acknowledge with thanks the generous assistance in kind that we received from the following sponsors;

Booth’s Supermarkets, for all dry rations carried into the mountains.

Brasher Boots, for Superlite trekking boots and trekking poles.

Outside, shops for specialist mountaineering equipment in Sheffield and Hathersage.

Royal Geographical Society from its corporate sponsor Land Rover for the sale of an ex-Camel Trophy Defender 110.
Terra Nova, for loan of a Qasar tent.

And for Grants from;

Mount Everest Foundation £740

British Mountaineering Council £1000

Expenditure
Air Travel (2 return, one single) £2500
Overland journey (return not included) £1000
Visas £500
Agents charges in China (incl LO & Interpreter) £3000
Hire of Uighers and donkeys £1000

Recommendations for future expeditions

Road access to Pulu is straightforward with a 4-wheel drive vehicle. The Aksu Gorge is at its most accessible
in Sep and Oct. It should be possible to reach a suitable site for a Base Camp on the plateau in 6 days with
donkeys. Any earlier in the year and the Aksu Gorge would be impassable as the river needs to be crossed
many times and would be too full of water for the donkeys to wade through,; later on all water on the plateau
would be frozen making it impossible for pack animals. An approach from the south through Tibet would be
fraught with the need to gain permission from the Peoples Liberation Army, be much further and need more
costly transport. Our route and time of year were probably the best compromise.

Administration in China (fees, permit, LO etc).

Guo Jinwei acted as agent and required us to take an LO and an Interpreter. He gave us the best pair I have
had in 6 major expeditions to China, going back to 1981. They were both young, keen, fit, willing to help
and experienced and were a pleasure to have along. Guo is also a good man to deal with and is strongly
recommended for any trip mounted from Xinjiang (he started with CMA expeditions to K2 in the 80s).
Although a single man who could speak Chinese, English and Uighur and had the clout and know-how to be
LO would be cheaper, that is not the Chinese way. Enabling the vehicle to be brought in (Temporary
Registration, Insurance, Driving Licences) takes a lot of advance notice and bureaucracy which Guo is the
master of. He arranged access permission as required.

Name, address and contact telephone number (daytime and evening) of the leader.
Col MWH Day Address: 14 Conduit Head Road, Cambridge CB3 OEY. Tel/fax: 01223 314543,
E-mail Address: mwhday@hotmail.com

‘The compilers of this report and the members of the expedition agree that any or all of this report
may be copied for the purposes of private research.’
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Back Row: Julian Freeman-Attwood, Aziz Ibdi, Phil Bartlett, (LO) Wang
Front Row: Ismael Saidi, (Uighur), (Interpreter) Peter
Photographer: Henry Day




BMC
Expedition Report

The National Officer Tel: 0161 4454747
BMC Fax: 0161 4454500
177 -179 Burton Road, e mail: natoff@thebmc.co.uk
Manchester M20 2BB

Expeditions receiving BMC support are reminded that as a requirement this form must be retumed to
the BMC immediately after the expedition finishes. Please include a diagram on the back of this
page to illustrate the line attempted on the mountain. The BMC also requires for its files one
transparency of the mountain, showing as best as possible the route attempted.

Name of expedition : British Kun Lun Shan 2001 Expedition. . v
I AR

2]
MEF Reference ....... 01/13 1=

A brief r&eume of the expedition to include the names and nationalities of all team members (indicate
if not a climbing member), dates of the expedition, location, mountain, height of mountain, route _
attempted and with what result. This information will be entered into the expeditions database.

British Climbers: Mr Philip Bartlett; Colonel Henry Day; Mr Julian Freeman-Attwood
Chinese Liaison Officer: Mr Wang; Interpreter: Mr Kej-jash (Peter)

July-November 2001

18July HD departs from UK by Land Rover with expedition food and equipment. Route: Europe,
Turkey, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, China.

3Sep HD & PB enter China at Huogus Pass from Kazakhstan. Met by Chinese.
J F-A arrives at Urumchi by air.

5Sep  Full Team departs from Urumchi for Taklamakan Desert route to Hotan.

10Sep  Expedition departs from road head at Pulu (9800miles from UK) with 4 Uighurs and their
14donkeys.

11Sep Hears BBC news of terrorist attacks on New York on SW radio.

15Sep Arrives at Base Camp

20Sep First ascent of Peak 6061m.

23Sep Expedition returns to Pulu; starts return drive by Land Rover.

28Sep Air and road parties depart from Kashgar. Road party refused passage of Torugart Pass and
starts return drive to Urumchi (1000 miles).

50¢t  HD flies to Bishkek to arrange reception of Land Rover.

70c¢t  HD flies to UK (and bombing of Taleban targets in Afghanistan begins)

300ct Land Rover leaves Bishkek

9Nov  Land Rover arrives in Cambridge. 6200 miles in 11 days. 19005 miles in all.

The journey overland in the expedition's own vehicle went to schedule and enabled the team to keep control of
the journey in China. The traverse of the Taklamakan Desert was a significant event in re-living the journey to
the Kun Lun by such as Sir Aurel Stein, Sven Hedin and Capt Deasy. The Land Rover's suspension had been
strengthened to take an all up weight of 3.5 tonnes which was needed by the time all 5 members including the
Chinese and their kit and all the rations including fresh had been loaded. However the last 25 miles of unmade
track to Pulu led to the destruction of the front differential (HD driving).

While negotiating with officials at Puly, it was learnt that foreign teams had visited the proposed base camp
site more than once recently so a new area with unclimbed peaks was selected, which had not been visited. The
distance of 6 days march was the same but involved turning west on reaching the plateau at 5000 metres, rather
than continuing south as previously planned.

News of the terrorist attacks in New York and much speculation of the consequences in Central Asia was
unsettling to the team members, not least that borders might be closed to surface traffic and flights cancelled.
It took over 4 days to clear the Aksu Gorge and it was not until the middie of the 5th day that the Art-dawan
pass (16230 ft) was crossed and the edge of the Tibetan plateau at was reached. The new objective Peak
21486fect (=6550m) was clearly visible and was headed towards until darkness and then a storm overtook the
caravan before water could be reached. As there was no certainty of finding any water the next day either if
the team pressed on, the decision was made to retrace the route to where a brackish source of water had been
passed the day before. Base Camp was subsequently sited back in the Aksu Gorge at an altitude of only 4050
metres. Aurel Stein's survey had plotted 3 peaks of about 20000 feet (6000m) up the tributary valley of Kar-
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yagdi and the one marked 19880 (6061m) was chosen and subsequently climbed by HD (and to the summit by
PB).

Name, address and contact telephone number (daytime and evening) of the leader.
Col MWH Day Address: 14 Conduit Head Road, Cambridge CB3 OEY. Tel/fax: 01223 314543.
E-mail Address: mwhday@hotmail.com

Original objective of the expedition in terms of area, peak(s) to be attempted or terrain to be
explored, whether this would be a first ascent, new route etc and the style of the attempt.

First Ascent of Pk 6582m: Exploration of un-named and unclimbed peaks in the area. Approx position at Lat
N 35.30"/Long E 81.

If the final objective is different from above give reasons for the change of plan. See narrative above.

Brief comments on access including time spent on approach to base camp.

Road access to Pulu is straightforward with a 4-wheel drive vehicle. The Aksu Gorge is at its most accessible
in Sep and Oct. It should be possible to reach a suitable site for a Base Camp on the plateau in 6 days with
donkeys.

Technical details of all routes attempted with dates, length, style, standard, whether successful or
not, high point, names of relevant climbers and, if appropriate reasons for retreat. Setting out from a
Base Camp in the Aksu Gorge at an altitude of only 4050 metres, an intermediate camp was carried up the
tributary valley of Kar-yagdi almost to the col at 5000m. From there the north ridge of the peak marked 19880
(606 1m) was followed by HD (to 5600m) and to the summit by PB on 20 Sep 01. The climbing was
straightforward on poor snow covering even poorer rock.

Any comments on administration in foreign country (fees, permit, LO etc). Guo Jinwei acted as agent
and required us to take an LO and an Interpreter. He gave us the best pair I have had in 6 major expeditions to
China, going back to 1981. They were both young, keen, fit, willing to help and experienced and were a
pleasure to have along. Guo is also a good man to deal with and is strongly recommended for any trip mounted
from Xinjiang (he started with CMA expeditions to K2 in the 80s). Although a single man who could speak
Chinese, English and Uighur and had the clout and know-how to be LO would be cheaper, that is not the
Chinese way. Enabling the vehicle to be brought in (Temporary Registration, Insurance, Driving Licences)
takes a lot of advance notice and bureaucracy which Guo is the master of. He arranged access permission as
required.

Weather and ground conditions during expedition.

Any earlier in the year and the Aksu Gorge would be impassable as the river needs to be crossed many times
and would be too full of water for the donkeys to wade through; later on all water on the plateau would be
frozen making it impossibie for pack animals. An approach from the south through Tibet would be fraught
with the need to gain permission from the Peoples Liberation Army, be much further and need more costly
transport. Qur route and time of year were probably the best compromise.

Details of any serious accidents or illness. Nil.

Other information about your own or other expeditions in the field.

We had read an account by Newcombe in the AAJ of an expedition through the Aksu Gorge to the plateau
which described our original objective as being unclimbed. Nothing had been published about subsequent
expeditions to the area when we left UK. However, while negotiating with officials at Pulu, it was learnt that
foreign teams had visited the proposed base camp site more than once since Newcombe's expedition so a new
area with unclimbed peaks was selected instead, which was less likely to have been visited. The distance of 6
days march was the same but involved turning west on reaching the plateau at 5000 metres, rather than
continuing south as previously planned. Our Uighurs had not visited this part of the plateau. We had also
studied accounts of visits 100 years ago by Sir Aurel Stein and his surveyor Ram Singh. We had a copy of the
Survey of India map that incorporated his surveys. Capt Deasey's account of an even earlier visit through the
Aksu gorge made educative reading. We avoided taking ponies (he lost several, one of them causing a fatality
1o one of his team. Nor did we need to apply corporal punishment to recalcitrant locals- just as well as none of
us were cither heavyweight or boxing champions).

Please note how you disposed of waste. PB burnt all rubbish left at BC. Rest was carried back to Pulu.

Signature and date




