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“When someone actually goes there we will know
the exact situation.”

Harish Kapadia. Himalayan Journal Correspondence. Volume 51. 1995.



OBJECTIVES

¢ An exploratory mountaineering venture to the remote Spiti Valley region in
Himachal Pradesh, Northern India.

o Establishing access into and exploration of the West and Central Gyundi glacier
system via the Gyundi Nala.

¢ Reconnaissance of unclimbed peaks.

The rarely visited Gyundi Glacier system is situated to the north west of the Bara
Shigri glacier system — one of the longest glaciers in the Himalayas. A motorable
road provides access from Manali via the Rohtang Pass during the summer months
crossing the Kunzum La at 4500m. The closest village to the Gyundi Nala is Hal
located at 3900m on the main highway running north-west to south-east through the
Spiti valley.

The head of the glacier system is surrounded by a number of north facing unclimbed
peaks of 6000+ metres which have received little attention from climbers with the
exception of Josh Lynam’s expeditions (see historical background below). Access to
the Gyundi glacier system has been debated in the climbing press with no ascent
having been recorded of the Gyundi Nala which lies to the north east of the head of
the glacier and is accessible from the valley road above the village of Hal.

TEAM MEMBERS

Mary Twomey (42) Bolton, nominated leader. Mountaineering Instructor & Open
University Lecturer.

Several Alpine seasons: ascents include Frontier Ridge, North Face of the Tour
Ronde, South Face of the Midi. Ski mountaineering, several seasons.

Summer rock climbing: leads E2.

Winter climbing: leads Scottish V.

Three previous expeditions to the Greater Ranges including second ascent Mitre
Peak (6000m) (1994); second ascent/new route Kuti Dorkush (6000m) (1996); leader
of British Hucho Alchori Expedition 2000.

Penny Clay (33) Sheffield, co-leader. Teacher.

Several Alpine seasons: ascents include Frontier Ridge, North Face of the Tour
Ronde, Traverse of the Meije. Ski mountaineering, several seasons.

Summer rock climbing: leads VS.

Winter climbing: leads Scottish IV.

Three previous expeditions to the Greater Ranges: leader of the British Women’s
Karakorum Expedition 1994 - second ascent Mitre Peak (6000m); leader of the
British Women'’s Karakorum Expedition 1996 - second ascent/new route Kuti
Dorkush (6000m); member of British Hucho Alchori Expedition 2000.



MAPS AND SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Leomann Maps: Indian Himalayan Maps Sheet 6, 1:200 000 Himachal Pradesh.
Kalpa - Kinnau, Spiti and Shimla regions.

Map of Bara Shigri and Upper Gyundi by Josh Lynam, revised September 1964.
Joss Lynam (personal correspondence).

Irish Mountaineering Club, Himalayan Expedition 2000.

Himalayan Journal Volume 21 1958 The Gyundi and Bara Shigriby J P O'F
Lynam.

Himalayan Journal Volume 51 1995 re: correspondence over access to the
Gyundi Nala.

Harish Kapadia (personal correspondence).

Indian Himalaya Lonely Planet Guide. 2000.



ITINERARY

03/08/02

04 — 05/08/02

06/08/02

07 — 08/08/02

09/08/02

10 - 12/08/02

13/08/02
14/08/02
15/08/02

Manchester to Delhi.

Delhi. Organised transport to Manali. Delayed by non-arrival of
luggage.

Travel to Manali.

Manali. Organise transport to Hal. Hire porters and cook. Buy
expedition provisions etc.

Manali to Hal via Rohtang Pass and Kunzum La.

Local guide hired. Ascent of Gyundi Nala from Hal attempted.
The route followed was mainly in the valley bottom only taking
to the steep valley sides when the main route became
impassable. This involved steep and exposed scrambling. It
was interesting to note that a recently constructed track (used
by local shepherds) does run into the mouth of the nala,
however for prospective expeditions this is something of a red
herring as it ends high on the hillside in the first side valley.

The expedition was turned back by unstable terrain and high
river ievels swollen by glacier melt. These posed a high level of
risk to uniaden attempts at crossing and an unreasonable level
of danger for laden porters.

The local guide reported that an ascent had been made of the
nala in the previous year by a trekking party. Apparently they
made their ascent using yaks not porters to allow fording of
some of the rivers. However they relied heavily on snow
bridges for the majority of their crossings. The guide described
how good snow conditions would make an ascent of the nala
possible but that the conditions that we were experiencing
made this impossible. The force of the river water in the nala
also proved to be too strong to attempt a crossing with yaks.

Poor weather on descent, rain and low cloud.
Rest day in Hal. Poor weather, heavy rain.
Jeep to Losar. Heavy rain.

Weather improving. Carry loads to base camp in Dongrimo
Natla. (this lies directly south of Losar and is un-named on
Leomann maps) in attempt to access Gyundi Nala via pass at
the head of the glacier over the ridge dividing the two glacier
systems. This was crossed in 1958 by Joss Lynam.
Shepherd’s paths clearly run up both sides of the nala in the
lower section of the valley.



16/08/02

17/08/02

18/08/02

19/08/02

20/08/02

21/08/02

22 - 25/08/02

26 - 29/08/02

30/08/02

Establish camp on orographic left of nala at c. 4300 metres.
Water carry .

Exploration of main nala. A reasonable shepherd's path exists
on the orographic right of the valley. Evidence of a shepherd’s
camp was discovered possibly at the same site used by J
Lynam marked as camp 1 on his 1958 route.

Attempts at progressing further up the nala proved very
difficult. The unstable nature of the valley sides beyond this
point meant the only possible route into the head of the valley
had to be via the open river bottom. Inadequate snow bridges,
immense perched blocks and loose moraine made this
prospect non-viable. As with the approach to the Gyundi it
appears that better snow conditions especially snow bridges
are needed to facilitate an ascent of the nala.

Rest day.

Climb rock peak behind camp (c. 5000 metres) to gain views
into glaciers on other side of the valley.

Photographic record taken of unclimbed 6000 + metre peaks
on ridge separating the Dongrimo and Gyundi valleys. These
peaks appear to have a number of possible snow routes on
their north west and west faces. The glaciers looked relatively
straightforward and the peaks themselves appeared to pose
few objective dangers or technical difficulties. However, the
snow line seemed to be very high (well above 5500 metres)
meaning that access to the glacier would probably pose the
most challenging aspect of any attempts on these peaks. The
only possible routes into the glaciers seemed to be up very
steep moraine peppered with short cliffs and narrow steep
sided gorges.

Water carry.

Attempt to establish route into glacier system viewed from
peak. Laborious and at times desperate scree led to narrows
ringed by short, loose cliffs through which it seemed impossible
to make any progress so turned back.

Descent to Losar.

Visit Kaza, then return to Manali from Losar via the Kunzum
La.

Manali.to Delhi via Shimla.

Delhi to Manchester.

* Future parties exploring this area should note that it would have been better to establish
camp on the other bank as we could not find any decent drinking water on this side. This
meant a lengthy and difficult crossing of the river to collect water from a spring on the other

bank.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Until recently the peaks in the Spiti Valley were closed to expeditions due to their
proximity to the Tibetan border therefore the only information we could find on these
valleys dated from the late 1950’s. Whilst visitors were allowed into the area at this
time the valley was closed after 1962. The peaks to the north west of the Spiti Valley
remain closed and require ‘Inner Line’ permits’. In 1992 the area west of the Spiti
River was opened to visitors and this is where the Gyundi glacier system with it's
circle of fargely unclimbed 6000 + metre peaks is located.

In correspondence with Joss Lynam he reported that an attempt to ascend the
Gyundi nala had been made by Holmes in 1955 which ended in failure. Lynam
himself gained access into the Gyundi glacier system via the Dongrimo valiley
crossing the pass between the two valleys which he described as “(not) technically
difficult but definitely tiring!”

Further debate over the possibility of accessing the Gyundi glacier via the Gyundi
Nala appeared in the Correspondence section of the Himalayan Journal. Harish
Kapadia proposed that with the advent of dynamite it may now be possible that
some sort of track may exist giving access into the nala however “when someone
actually goes there we will know the exact situation.”* So we decided to go!

Virish Mountaineering Club Himalayan Expedition Report 2000
* Kapadia, H. Himalayan Journal Volume 51 199.



SERVICES USED IN INDIA
TRAVEL

We largely used public transport in India travelling to Manali on the overnight bus and
returning on the train via Shimla; a much more comfortable journey but requiring an
overnight stop. Details of different types of tickets and grades of transport were
reliably and easily found in the Lonely Planet Guide.

To get from Manali to Hal in the Spiti Valley we had to rent a private jeep to take us
over the Rohtang pass and the Kunzum La. Public buses also frequent this route
daily. The road was blocked by land slides for a couple of days during our time
there.

HIRE OF PORTERS ETC.

it is not possible to hire a cook or porters in the Spiti Valley therefore they have
to be transported, plus equipment from Manali. This was very different from our
experience of climbing in the Karakorum. It seems that there is no tradition of local
villagers working as porters and it is virtually impossible to hire them once you have
left Manali.

We used a company called Antrek Tours based in Manali who arranged the hire of
cook, porters, jeep and kitchen for us.

FINANCES

Income Expenditure

BMC 750 Flights 1400

MEF 700 internal Travel 150

Alison Chadwick 500 Cook/Porters 700

Austrian Alpine Club 250 ' Accommodation etc 160

Members 1150 Food & Stores 500
Insurance 320
Miscellaneous 120

Total income £3350 Total expenditure  £3350



SPONSORSHIP

Thanks go to the following organisations for their generous support:

Mount Everest Foundation
Alison Chadwick Award

British Mountaineering Council
Austrian Alpine Club

Thanks also to Joss Lynam and Harish Kapadia for their invaluable
information.




