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Efforts of John Tranter and Mike Evans

CMC K»03 BRITISH KVRGYZ:-Kiri!.lj EXPKDlTiON

experienced by John Tranter, hischai'l Fxans, end pi Bobbie Wn^ht. Jr>hn Budde

The Cheste' Mountaineei'ing Club decided to celebrate the 50* aimiversary of its fomiatioD by 
fortiiinti mi expedition team to explore the mountainous region o f Kyrgystan known as the Tien 
Shan range. Tite mountains we visited lie south of tlie second largest inland lake in the world and 
ate called L.akc Issyk-Kui,

There w ae  fourteen of us in the team and \vc arrived at our destination three and a haif davs after 
setting out fioin Chester, We had a comfortabie flight from Heathrow to the capital town of 
Bishkek followed soon after by an overland jonrnej’ o f two and a half dav's to our base canip>.

Two young local children met us as we crossed the river m our vehicles. One was a git! nding a 
horse and the other, a boy riding a yak. We found later that they were staying witii a tetiaut fanner 
who lived in a fami builditig just over the brow of ilte hill. The fanner looked after livestock, of 
various kinds but grew no crops that we could see.

The base camp was set up at the ainlhience of three rivers at a height o f  3200m. Our latitude was 
42deg 7.5inin and longitude ?8deg 43min. The camp site pasture had been gjazed by Marmots 
and probably by the local ftum as animtils and so was ideal for camping except that there were 
coiisiderabie number of holes in the ground mads by Mamiots for their dwelling.

Our first task, after settling in. wa.s to .set up means of crossing the n  ver.s. One of the rivet s was 
shallow enough in the montings to be crossed by watling or by .stepping-stones but the others 
needed bridging. By the afternoon, the nvers were twice the depth and faster flowang. We set up 
Tyrolean type rope crossings on two rivers.

-August 13 t.rr,jB  & MGE;

The first day out ŵ as to reconnoitre the Karakoltor valley' and also to acclimatise. The walk 
started with a little excitement crossing a river via a .small unstable bridge made from an pole 
about .3 meters long which had a plank attached. On climbing up to the meadow this was followed 
by more excitement caused by the movements towards us o f a bull, which was guarding ns cows 
and young ca.lves. We decided to walk up the bed of the ijver out o f sigltt o f the bull.

The valley walk was gradual in gaining heiglit and w'as straight in a northwesterly direction. Wc 
noticed the effecte o f altitude when walki ng. After walking several kilometres we decided to 
cross the main rivet and climb one of the tributary' valleys. The river proved ju,st too deep and 
there were fears o f being marooned on use wrong side when the water rose during the dav. The 
moimtains to the north and nortliea.st shorved strata that had been folded and there were synclme 
f'oimations visible. Tltere wa.s a gi cat deal o f scree on lise lower slopes. We were above the tree 
line and so we had only grassy' scrub and rocky outcrops to contend with w'hilst walking,

ITie valley continued on to a glacier which could be seen in the distance but time had pa.ssed us 
by and we decided to return by the same route but a little higher. We found the suggestion o f a 
faint path possibly made lr>' the farmer on horseback.

� � � returning to the small bridge we found the water had risen a lot and was much faster flowing. 
The folk at the faim were there to watch the ciossinu of the bri.dite and it gave some amusement
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APPENDIX F

Efforts of Andy Cole, Malcolm Eldridge and Martin Astley (occasionally accompanied by Robin Gibson, 
John Buckle and Gwyn Ingman)

Peaks at the head of the Eralma Valley 

Andy Cole

An Advanced Base Camp was set up on the medial moraine of the Eralma valley at a height of 3900m 
and approximately 11 km from base. From this point 4 main peaks are visible at the head of the valley, 
all around the 4700-4900 height mark, though more are apparent as one goes further up. From ABC to 
the foot of the climbing on all the peaks was an hour’s walk up a gentle glacier, badly crevassed in 
places but simple once the best route had been discovered.

Site of ABC
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APPENDIX G

BKKE 2003 Tues 19"̂  August -  John Buckle 

Crag Astley

Crag situated on south side of Kuilu valley near its head and c.SOOm east of the outflow of the river 
draining the Karator valley. The cliff is the natural termination of the ridge bounding the eastern side of 
this valley and has a northwesterly aspect providing a good venue for late afternoon climbing. Rock is 
generally sound with some suspect holds. Lat. 78° 42’ E 42° 08’N.

Gwyn Ingman on 1 assent of CIA Plot
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Mynydd Buckle

This is passed on the right and the upper corrie is entered and Mynydd Buckle comes into view on 
a SW bearing. A slight descent to the valley floor is made and the opposite side ascended to reach 
the crest of the long spur that descends in a north-easterly direction from the summit.
The spur is followed to the summit and is mostly loose scree interspersed with large loose blocks, 
some involving a bit of delicacy to circumnavigate but nowhere harder than an odd moderate move. 
The summit itself is really a subsidiary peak to the surrounding mountains lying on offshoot ridge 
(not apparent from below). Estimated height 4410m and position 78° 36’ 30” E 42° 09’ 12” N.

Summit panoramic view at Mynydd Buckle with Gwyn Ingman at the Summit. 
Sat 23'“̂ August Pinnacle Ridge

V
Pinnacle ridge from the base of the Karakoltor valley. The Pinnacles are best viewed from this side.

Follow the north side of the Karakoltor valley crossing the outflow of three hanging valley systems, 
the last of which has the most conspicuous stream with an incised gorge in its lower reaches. Cross 
this stream near the outlet of the gorge and ascend the slope opposite. Follow the edge round 
overlooking the top of the gorge to attain the base of Pinnacle ridge itself (scrambling, loose 
ground). The ridge itself is quite broad and initially much of the rock is rather loose and friable. 
Higher up the consistency does improve and the rock becomes firmer although never of 
outstanding quality. It is generally better nearer the crest of the ridge.
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APPENDIX J

J.1. Group Gear

2003 BKKE Group Gear Purchases

Equipment Item Make and Model Items required

Steriles Pack Life System Expedition 2 £27.00
Emergency Dental Pack Life System 2 £14.00
General First Aid Pack Life System 1 £28.00
Water Purification Unit MSR Waterworks II 1 £110.00
Fixed Static Rope (8 mm x 21 Millet 1 £100.00
Tape (19mm x 100m) Millet 1 £62.00
Snowstakes e.g. Charlet Moser snowtube 45cm 15 £217.50
Snowpegs for tents Mountain Hardwear Long Y Peg (pack of 4) 40 £60.00
Water Treatment Tablets iodine 2 £7.20
Neutralisation Tablets 7 £18.20
GPS 1 £181.00
Plastic Water Carriers 2 £9.98
Snowshoes 13 pairs £493.43
Suunto Altimeter 1 £100.00
Fuel Bottles 3 £22.85
Satellite Phone 1 £158.00
Ibuprofen 30
Aspirin 200
Antihistimine 25 £39.60
Loperimide 100
Throat Lozenges 300

Total £1,648.76

J.2. Expenses and Incidentals

Postage 
Photocopying 
Map Purchases 
Book purchases
Cholpon Ata Holiday Camp Chalets 
Video and DVD production costs 
Repatriation of good left in Kyrgyzstan

£35.00
£60.00
£60.00
£15.00
£180.00
£42.00
£60.00 *2

Total £452.00

unplanned overnight accommodation betw/een Karakol and Bishkek on 28 ̂  August 2003
*2 medical supplies accidentally left in Kyrgyzstan. Goods however lost in transit on repatriation
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