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FIG. 19: The 70 m arch in the river valley near the village of Bai Feng. The river swings right and sinks at 
the bottom of this picture. The prominent fossil passage above and to the right of the arch was entered on 
a previous trip by Chen but does not go far.
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FIG. 21: The road passes through a cave relict, Bai Feng village, Pingguo.





�F

6,�)�F#��.,6��!

�17������ ����%�	 �����,�������M�������	�!�� �G�� ���%%� ��

7#C�F!�G� �C66#)!�0#�!
7��	�H�9�� +���	9��0�9��3 �
70/#� )��%�� ��

6

� ��	����
+����+�� ��� �%�,,

���� ���

������ ���3��� K� �F�5�
/����� K� ��5
#	&�=�����3�>��� ��G�:�L� ��%�G� �� �� �� :�� ;<%@G

;�5

�17�� �4�� '� ,����%���������	�6������ ���%%� ������  #��



29

FIG. 24; Other fossil caves near Bai Feng village, Pingguo.
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extension cables with British mains sockets are 
available in the China Cave Store. Mains elec­
tricity was available even in remote districts, al­
though it may require ‘plumbing in’ and may 
only work for a few hours each day. We were 
also on occasion able to borrow very high in­
tensity rechargeable lights from Chen, who was 
using them for fihning. These proved to be ex­
tremely useful to inspect the very large chambers 
of Wo Long Dong, and the flooded chamber in 
the Long Fan dohne. We would recommend that 
any future expedition consider taking one or two 
such lights out.

�%� 	����3����4

On any expedition, most team members will 
take their own cameras and camcorders but due 
to the strict restrictions on weight allowance for 
the flight it was decided to elect two individ­
uals to take official expedition photographs on 
behalf of the team. The official team photogra­
phers took both transparencies and digital pho­
tographs.

The expedition photography kit list com­
prised:
-  Olympus OMl camera
-  28 mm lens
-  Cullman tripod
-  2 cable releases
-  Camera care kit
-  Metz 45CT-4 flashgun
-  2 Vivitar 285 HZ zoom flashguns
-  Starblitz 3000 BT twin flashgun
-  Centon FG30D flashgun
-  5 Firefly 2 slave units
-  Home made slave for flash bars
-  2 flash bars
“ 5 spare batteries for Firefly 2 slave imits
-  35 Ni-MH AA rechargeable batteries
-  36 Duracell ultra AA cells
-  Uniross ultra fast charger (with 12V adaptor)
-  Large Pelican case
-  Medium Pelican case
-  7 Ortlieb clear waterproof map cases 
Fujichrome 400 and 200 was used for the major­
ity of the imderground photography.

Cave photography, apart from entrance

shots, is totally dependent on the light sources 
that are taken in by the caver and the meth­
ods adopted for the photography on the expedi­
tion vary depending on the situation. A recom­
mended book for undergroimd and flash photog­
raphy techniques is �������3���,  by Howes.

The first major cave system we had to pho­
tograph was Wong Long Dong, the river cave 
near the village of Duoji. All the kit was car­
ried in waterproof cases such as the cases made 
by Pelican which proved to be very reliable and 
durable despite the rigours of the caves. Further, 
the Pelican cases proved useful as a swimming 
float in Dark Cave. Once out of the case, where 
the equipment was potentially liable to get wet 
or damp, the flashguns were housed in clear Or­
tlieb map cases which again proved very success­
ful and helped with battery conservation as the 
flash could be turned off through the material. 
The use of the gear while bobbing about in a 
boat was interesting to say the least. The use of 
the flashes in two Ortlieb bags under the water 
also produced interesting effects on some of the 
shots, especially when carried by a swimming 
model in Dark Cave (Fig. 7). We were however 
very fortunate in the later parts of the trip to 
be operating in fossil passages which meant we 
were able to use the kit as it stood with little 
need for waterproofing.

The images taken in the areas of the cave 
which allowed normal methods of flash photog­
raphy proved to be fairly straightforward. How­
ever, one of the difficulties encoimtered was that 
in some of the caves there was a sooty dark coat­
ing left by previous visitors to the caves using 
burning torches. Another factor, which proved 
to be a very frustrating issue during some of 
the photography sessions, was the misting of the 
camera lens. The only option was to be pa­
tient and allow the equipment to fully acclimar 
tise. Additional problems came when we entered 
the massive chambers and passages of the Wo 
Long Dong and attempted to photograph these 
and ‘do them justice’. None of the expedition 
team had ever tried to take images in such big 
voids and we resorted to trial and error using 
large amoimts of film, experimenting with dif­
ferent approaches. Our final approach was to 
use the camera on a B (Bulb) setting and us-
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tion. Mosquitoes were apparent in rural areas, 
especially dinring the evenings and mosquito nets 
were a must in these locations.

Anti-malarial drugs were a subject of many 
debates and the team was split on this issue. 
Many took anti-malarials and some did not. 
Whilst the southern reaches of Guangxi Province 
does carry a malaria warning, the expedition 
was not attending in malaria season. Many 
team members took the decision that seasons are 
highly variable and it would a good precaution.

Everyone also took their own ‘sharps’ kit 
(clean needles etc), which is strongly recom­
mended for all travellers in China. Such items 
must travel as hold baggage on airplanes, but at 
least a basic first aid kit including sharps should 
be moved into hand baggage, as soon as the fly­
ing part is flnished. Travelling from Guilin to 
Jingxi, the hold baggage was transported sepa­
rately in a truck. It soon became apparent that 
travel on the roads in China is potentially more 
dangerous than any of the caves and we realised 
we had made a possible mistake in becoming sep­
arated from our the medical kit.

On any expedition, drinking water is the 
greatest blessing and also the biggest curse. 
Clean water is vital to good health and must 
be constantly available. The expedition carried 
purification systems including chemical agents 
(each base kit carried iodine tincture) and pump 
/  filter based systems which was capable of 
producing potable water from most available 
sources. During the expedition however, bottled 
water was almost always available and therefore 
water purification was largely unnecessary. How­
ever we would recommend that at least one wa­
ter filtration pump be taken on an expedition 
such as this. Ours proved invaluable in Duo Ji 
where bottled water supplies were not so easy to 
get hold of.

Personal hygiene is of significant importance 
on expeditions, especially in hot and humid 
climates where bacteria growth is accelerated. 
Thorough cleansing regimes should be regularly 
followed both for the body and for clothing. The 
China expedition was lucky in that bathing was 
available in many base locations; certainly the 
government rest houses used all featured show­
ering facilities and, more often than not, hot run­

ning water. The washing of clothes must also be 
considered, especially if away from ‘normal’ ser­
vices. Generally, soaps and shower gels, if suit­
able for cleansing the body, will also be suitable 
for washing clothes. Hair conditioner is very sim­
ilar to fabric conditioner and can be used as a 
substitute if required.

During the expedition, only minor injuries 
were sustained (cuts and bruises), although one 
incident (damaged knee hgaments resulting from 
a rock fall) did stop a team member caving for 
a week. Two minor infections were picked up, 
but these were both treated at the local hospi­
tal facility. Stomach upsets were not as com­
mon as expected, although every team member 
did experience some issues with this, although 
for the majority this cleared after 24 /  36 hrs. 
Several members however did experience longer- 
term problems, although it did not significantly 
impede their activities within the expedition.

It may be argued that, with hindsight, the 
expedition was over prepared for what was en­
countered, but only because the expedition ex­
perienced no major incidents. It is considered far 
safer to apply the adage ‘expect the worst and 
you will not be disappointed’, especially when it 
concerns other peoples’ well being.

E. Surveying
For details of basic cave surveying practices 

we refer to ����� 6'�������  by Day. There are 
certainly a few tips to pass on though.

Lighting for the standard SUUNTO compass 
and clino was provided by a button-operated 
LED circuit powered by a small cell, the whole 
lot embedded in resin block (these were built by 
Paul Norman). The block is held against the in­
strument body by rubber bands. The LED is on 
the inside of the block and lights the instrument 
card, whilst the button is readily accessible on 
the outside of the block. The resin block de­
sign is completely watertight by design, and ef­
fectively disposable since the battery cannot be 
replaced, although in practice the battery wiU 
long outlast the duration of the expedition. For 
fighting the compass, it is important to use a 
non-ferrous battery.
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drawn surveys are really only useful as guidance 
for drawing up final versions. On returning to 
the UK, all the original survey notes were col­
lected together and scanned systematically, be­
fore being distributed to people to draw up final 
surveys.

The accuracy of the survey data can be 
judged where there are closed loops. In our case, 
two large closed loops exist, in different caves, 
and surveyed by various teams. In Wo Long 
Dong, the circuit aroimd the walls of the large 
chambers was 1.35 km (55 legs) with a misclo- 
sure of 10m (less than 0.8%). In Yin Quan, a 
loop can be built assuming a common water level 
for both sides of the middle sump. This gives 
another 1.35 km circuit (73 legs) with a verti­
cal misclosure of less than 8 m (less than 0.6%). 
These errors seem acceptable for the claimed 
BCRA Grade 3c for the surveys.

F. Sponsorship
We are grateful for financial support from 

the following organisations:
-  Ghar Parau Foundation The Foundation was 
originally set up in the 1970s using surplus 
funds from the Ghar Parau Expedition. The 
Foundation makes awards to caving expeditions 
all over the world in the spirit of true explo­
ration.
-  Mount Everest Foundation The Mount Ever­
est Foundation was instigated after the ascent 
of Everest in 1953 and exists to encourage 
exploration of the mountain regions of the 
earth.
-  Craven Pothole Club The Club made a very 
generous contribution to the expedition.

IT training, and provided the expedition with 
boilersuits, pens for our Chinese friends and 
printing facilities.
-  Jordans The largest UK owned breakfast 
cereal manufacturer and established for almost 
150 years, W Jordans Cereals kindly provided 
us with a box of Frusli Raisin and Hazelnut 
cereal bars.
-  Kelloggs of GB Limited Kelloggs sent us 
travelling with over 700 cereal bars which were 
an invaluable energy source whilst caving. It 
was a close call as to which bars were the most 
popular, Cocoa Pops, Rice Crispies, Blueberry 
Nutragrain, Ginger Elevenses, but the winner 
was the Special K bars!
-  Lifesystems Limited and Lifeventure Limited 
For 15 years, Lifesystems and Lifeventure have 
been providing travel healthcare equipment for 
explorers, expeditions and travellers for across 
the globe adventures and gave us a substantial 
discount.
-  Total Access (UK) Limited A leader in 
height safety support services for over 14 years, 
specialising in industrial rope access, Total 
Access kindly provided training facilities at 
their headquarters in Eccleshall, Staffordshire 
and assisted us in purchasing equipment at 
preferential rates.
-  Weatherwriter Weatherwriter is a suppfier 
of weatherproof writing boards and related 
accessories, and ensured that we were fully 
equipped with waterproof paper and folders 
which proved essential.
-  Zurich Financial and investment experts 
Zurich, donated a pair of gloves for every 
expedition member for our caving activities.

The following companies provided us with 
goods or services either free of charge or at 
considerably reduced rates:
-  Cathay Pacific The airline gave us a very 
generous luggage allowance on our flights at no 
additional cost and which we surely needed as 
between fourteen of us we had half a tonne of 
equipment!
-  Computeach International Limited Com- 
puteach was established in 1964 to provide

G. Accounts
Table I shows income and expenditure for the 

expedition. We opted for an all-inclusive deal 
with the Karst Research Institute where $40 per 
person per day would cover all accommodation, 
food and transport costs on the ground. Insur­
ance was arranged through the BCRA scheme 
as it operated at the time. MisceUaneous field 
expenses included phone-line internet access at
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