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Introduction

This expedition report has been compiled primarily as a source of information for future
expeditions to Greenland in general and to the Rignysbjerg Mountains in particular. In
spite of the attentions of several expeditions, there is still 2 wealth of unclimbed peaks in
the Rignysbjerg area, particularly to the north and the south of where we were climbing.
Few countries in the world offer the same opportunities for exploratory climbing with
such relatively easy access.

The bulk of the report is a journal of our activities which gives a blow-by-blow account of
not only our climbing, but also our experiences in this extraordinary environment. It has
therefore deliberately been written in a fairly personalised style. Throughout the journal
there are boxes with practical information on everyday topics such as equipment, food
and weather.

For those climbers who wish to cut to the chase and avoid the maudlin nostalgia, the
annexes should provide the detailed information on peaks climbed, equipment, finance,
food, etc, which will be useful in planning a trip.

To our knowledge there have been four previous climbing expeditions to the area. We
had the reports of two of these expeditions, which gave us valuable information for our
planning. Paul Walker of Tangent expeditions was our main source of advice and we
relied on his knowledge of the area to choose our objectives, particularly unclimbed
peaks, which, for us, were the main attraction of the area.

Every attempt has been made to give as accurate information as possible. All heights
given in the report are based on GPS. There were considerable discrepancies between
some of the previous expeditions’ heights and our own, as there were between our own
different GPS. The heights quoted in the report and the annexes are the measurements
from Midnight Sun 03 and are the highest figure we recorded. The aerial photographs
we used were very high resolution and it is possible to pick out an immense amount of
detail. In some cases it has been possible to pick out the exact lines we climbed. In
other cases it has been a nightmare trying to match individual route descriptions and
photographs with a precise point on the aerials; please therefore treat the positions of
peaks plotted in the annexes with a degree of caution.

Where we have claimed first ascents this is against the background of uncertainty and
the lack of detailed information that are part of the attraction of climbing in Greenland. if
we have usurped the mountain which you climbed as part of the 7962 Trans-Greenland
Expedition please accept our apologies, there really was no intent to steal another's
glory. A case in point is the Rignysbjerg. There is certainly some doubt whether we
climbed the Rignysbjerg, if indeed there is such a mountain and Rignysbjerg is not
simply the name of the area.

It is hoped to develop this report into a website, which will offer the benefits of bigger
photographs and also short movie clips. However, this report has taken a long time to
write and the website will take even longer to design. In the meantime, hopefully the
report will prove informative and inspirational. If you have any further questions on our
expedition or the area please feel free to contact Martin Boh!t at martinbohi@tesco.net
at any time.



The Conception

Like many of these ventures, Midnight Sun 03 was conceived in the pub after an evening’s
rock climbing in October 2001. Bob Appleyard and Martin Bohl had climbed widely in the
greater ranges whilst in the Royal Air Force, but those opportunities had been lost to them
since their return to the real world and their climbing had been restricted to the UK and the
European Alps.

So, born from a desire to once again challenge themselves in the mountains, they began to
choose a venue. They were constrained by career and family commitments which meant
that three weeks’ leave of absence was the maximum time they could spare, which really
ruled out a trip to the greater ranges with the associated need te acclimatise. This was no
bad thing, as both preferred to visit an area where they could make multiple ascents of
peaks, rather than focusing all their efforts onto one mountain.

As they pondered possibilities their thoughts kept retuming to one place - Greenland.
Greenland had been an ambition for both for some time. They began to research the
climbing potentia! of Greenland and soon came to realise that it exactly matched their
requirements due to its:

Accessibility

Isolation

Low altitude and comrespondingly quick acclimatisation
Potential for first ascents and new routes

During their research one name had cropped up again and again - Tangent Expeditions.
This firm, based in the Lake District, has many years’ experience of leading expeditions to
Greenland and seems to have comered the market on mountaineering tourism to
Greenland from the UK.

By using Tangent we could buy into their flights to Greenland and the logistic support for
their own expeditions. Thus the charter costs of the flights out to Greenland would be
spread over several expeditions and not borne by us alone. To have our own chartered
aircraft fly a leg from Greenland and then one out to Greenland with no fare-paying
passengers on the retum flights did not make financial sense.

Nevertheless, even employing Tangent, Greenland was not a cheap option. Because of
the complicated flight logistics the team had to be at least five strong for financial reasons.
The margins were such that a drop to only four members would have meant a price
increase of aimost £500 a head.



The Team

It was very important for us that we should be a group of friends
sharing this adventure. The team personnel changed over the
eighteen-month gestation period as members came and went
for one reason or another. The whole trip hung in the balance in
December 2002 when we were down to the five members and
about to pay our deposit when Martin slipped a disk in his back.

After expert advice Martin gambled on his fitness, we paid our
money, crossed our fingers, the back healed and the rest is
history. Although we were desperate for extra members, we
never compromised on the ideal of a group of friends and it was
always a basic principle that all members should approve
additions to the group. Ultimately, the following eight members
took part in the expedition:

« Bob Appleyard is a 47-year-old training consultant. He
has been climbing since 1970 and has led rock to E1,
Scottish ice to IV and Alpine routes to TD and has done a
lot of ski mountaineering. He has climbed in Europe, the
Atlas Mountains and the Himalaya. Bob was a member
of an RAF expedition to Kamet in the Indian Himalaya but
had to be evacuated with severe frostbite after
bivouacking at 25 000 feet. Since then Bob has worn
rock boots several sizes smaller than before.

+ Guy Beaumont is a 38-year-old RAF navigator. On rock
he climbs to HVS, on ice to IV and in the Alps to D. He
climbed on Tilicho (7134 m) close to Annapurna in Nepal
with an RAF expedition in 1994. He has completed many
ski tours in the European Alps. Guy's experience as a
Hercules navigator was to prove invaluable to the team in
interpreting the aerial photos we were planning from and
in producing a basic GPS tracklog plot of where we went
and what we climbed.

s Martin Bohl is a 41-year-old college lecturer who has
been climbing for about 16 years. He leads up to E1,
Scottish Grade V and Alpine TD. Martin reached the
summits of Huayna Potosi (6094 m) and Ancohuma
(6430 m) in Bolivia in 1992. He has also climbed in
Norway and extensively in the European Alps and
completed the coast to coast walk in 1991 - of Iceland!
He has ski toured in Scotland and completed the classic
winter Haute Route in 1994.




Rob Coles is a 45-year-old outdoor activities instructor iy
based in the Lake District. He leads rock to E1, ice to
Grade |ll and has climbed extensively in the European
Alps, the High Atlas and the Southern Alps of New
Zealand. Rob has trekked in Nepal and led commercial
trekking groups in Peru. In 1994 he led a ski-
mountaineering expedition on the classic Haute Route
from Chamonix to Zermatt which completed the Route in
extremely lean and demanding conditions.

Sean Dolan is a 41-year-old IT consultant who is based

in Harrogate. He is a very accomplished skier who has
much experience of skiing off-piste and has completed
numerous ski tours, including the Haute Route and the
Silvretta. Sean has climbed various Alpine 4000 m peaks
at up to PD and has subsequently skied off them. He has
also trekked in the Atlas Mountains. Sean’'s knowledge
of all things skiing was to prove invaluable to other
members of the team.

Sue Dolan is a 41-year-old research scientist carrying out
research into cancer. She has climbed in Scotland and
has been on numerous ski touring trips, including the
Haute route and the Silvretta. Sue is also an England
international fell runner, so clearly fitness was going to be
a problem for her (she was far too fit for the rest of us!).
Because of her background in medical research Sue was
an obvious choice as one of the team “doctors”,
especially if one of us was struck down by cancer.

Mike Palmer is a 44-year-old management consultant
who has been climbing since 1974. He leads on rock to
HVS, on ice to Scottish V and on Alpine routes to TD. He
has climbed in the greater ranges including Canada, on
Kamet (7765 m) and a successful ascent of Ama Dablam
(6828 m). Mike is also a keen skier and has taken part in
many ski tours as well as family skiing holidays to the
Alps. Mike’s background as a logistics officer in the air
force was put to good use as the team quartermaster.

Phill Smithson is a 48-year-old chief executive of a
housing corporation. Phill has led rock to VS, ice to IV
and Alpine to AD. He has climbed in the Nepalese and
Indian Himalaya, reaching 25 000 feet on Kamet and he
has also climbed in Bolivia and the Russian Caucasus.
An exercise physiologist in the Royal Air Force, Phill has
conducted research into altitude sicknesses and was the
logical choice for the team's second “doctor”.
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The Expedition Area

In consultation with Paul Walker of Tangent expeditions, we
originally identified the Knud Rasmussen Area of Eastern
Greenland as an excellent expedition area. The area had not
been visited by any expedition before and therefore the peaks
were all unclimbed. However, as we struggled to find enough
members, the costs of accessing these remote mountains
became prohibitive.

We finally agreed to explore the Rignys Bjerg Mountains. As
they lay closer to the coast these mountains were much more
accessible and therefore cheaper to fly to. Although there had
been at least four previous expeditions to the area, there were
many unclimbed peaks and unvisited glaciers; we would be the
only expedition in that area in 2003 and the nearest “civilization”
would be 50 miles away.

The highest mountain in the area and the eponymous Rignys
Bjerg remained unclimbed. There was a further unclimbed peak
of approximately 2380 m and numerous other virgin summits of
approximately 2000 m. The team felt the area offered excellent
potential and we agreed the following expedition objectives:

First ascents of the three highest peaks

First ascents of other previously unclimbed peaks
New routes on previously climbed peaks
Exploration of the area on ski

[ ]

Working with Paul Walker we put together a plan to fly onto a
glacier in the centre of the Rignys Bjerg Mountains, from where
we would be able to ski off and set up camps to achieve our
objectives.

Our initial plan was to have three phases to the expedition:

e Phase 1 would be based to the south of the landing site
on a broad glacier between Rignys Bjerg and the other
major unclimbed peak (2380 m).

s For Phase 2 we would move back west across the main
glacier system and camp in a cirque of mountains which
had mostly been climbed, but which might give some
steeper ice climbing.

« Phase 3 would take us north to beneath Peak 2680 for an
attempt on this, the highest mountain in the whole area.

A list of peaks climbed is at Annex A and more detailed
aerial photos of the areas visited are at Annexes B-D.
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Planning

This was a group of friends with no real hierarchy. However, in order to prepare for the expedition
we divided responsibilities as follows:

« Bob Appleyard Finance, food and GPS tracklog

 Guy Beaumont GPS tracklog
+ Martin Bohl Liaison with Tangent Expeditions and grant-awarding bodies
¢ Sue Dolan First-aid
+ Mike Palmer Logistics
* Phill Smithson First-aid
Finance

We opened an expedition account early in 2002 and Bob and Martin paid in regularly by standing
order. Other members chose not to spread the pain in this way, but paid into the account as
payments to Tangent became due. Having an expedition account with funds readily available
meant that extraneous costs, such as for aerial photographs, could be paid for immediately. The
account was administered by Bob and details are at Annex E.

Grant Awarding Bodies

Although not in the same class as a major Himalayan expedition
with peak fees, the expense of the trip was quite considerable if
it was to be bome by the participants alone. With insurance and
other extra costs, we would be facing a bill of at least £3000
each. We therefore needed some financial support, if possible.

As a small expedition with no ground-breaking objective it was
with some trepidation that we approached the various august
mountaineering organisations. To our delight and their credit
they were not at all elitist and supported us as follows:

e The British Mountaineering Council £900
+ The Gino Watkins Memaorial Fund £300
+ The Mount Everest Foundation £400

« The RAF Mountaineering Association  £400

Our thanks go to these bodies for their generous support.
Artwork

Dr lan Williams visited the Rignys Bjerg with an expedition in

1998. In addition to climbing many mountains he clearly spent Midnight Sun 2003
several hours sat on the ice sketching the scenery. His superb =% =~ =~ =
sketches and monochrome photographs can be seen on his % & K’F )z." 1*4%": A T
website at www .ianwilliamsgallery.co.uk. We are grateful to him T

for his permission to use a sketch for our expedition logo. Rignys Bjerg Mountains, East Greenland
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Logistic Support

With the exception of food, all logistic support was provided by
Tangent Expeditions. This included arrangement of all permits
required by the Greenlandic authorities, provision of specialist
equipment, freightage of equipment and supplies and our travel
arrangements. The service provided by Tangent was excellent;
not a single item of equipment went astray.

The specialist equipment was mainly emergency eq uipment and
consisted of one satellite phone, one airband radio, two locator
beacons, signal flares and a rifle. The latter was in case of an
unlikely encounter with a polar bear. Tangent also provided six
pulks, which were absolutely vital for moving around the area.

Mike was responsible for co-ordinating all our equipment needs.
He produced a spreadsheet of personal and team kit and as the
months leading up to our departure passed this grew bigger and
bigger. Mike bought certain items from expedition funds, such
as snow stakes and a toilet seat, other items such as avalanche
transponders were hired. People borrowed items of personal kit
from friends and the whole expedition was indebted to the RAF
Mountaineering Association for the loan of four Quasar tents.
The spreadsheet of equipment is at Annex F.

Re-united with equipment in a
hangar at Isaffordur Airport

Phill and Sue were responsible for medicine and they organised
a comprehensive first-aid kit, details of which are at Annex G.

All of the heavier equipment, like camping and climbing gear
and skis were freighted out to Iceland two months in advance
together with the food. It was waiting for us in a hangar in
Isafjordur when we arrived.

Sue with polar bear deferrent

The Journey

We flew to lceland by Iceland Express, a new scheduled service
from Stansted to Keflavik, which offers significant savings over
the lcelandair service. After one night in Reykjavik we took an
internal flight from the City Airport to Isafjordur in the northwest
of Iceland, the jumping off point for Greenland. From there it
was a short flight across the Denmark Strait.

We flew from the green of Iceland to the ice of Greenland ina . \
Twin Otter of Air Iceland. The hop took approximately ninety : . ?
minutes, with three of us on the first wave on 6 July and the | e

other five following the following morning after a three-hour

delay due to technical problems. Our route to Greeniand



7™ July - The Expedition Starts

The group was re-united at the landing-site at around midday on
7 July. We immediately cached 2 days’ food and fuel for our
return, packed all our equipment onto the 6 pulks and then set
off for Camp 1 some 10.5 km distant. This camp would give us
access to many unclimbed peaks, including 2 of our primary
objectives, the Rignysbjerg and a 2380 m-high unclimbed peak.

The first half of the pulk was relatively easy and we established
a cache of fuel on the main glacier between our proposed sites
for Camp 1 and Camp 2. We now turned off the main glacier to
head east over a low col onto the glacier system at right angles
to the main one and pulking immediately became more difficult.
The slope was fairly steep (30°?) and it was very difficult to get
sufficient purchase with the skins when pulling a heavy pulk.
This was especially difficult for the lighter members of the team.

We finally established Camp 1 on the broad, flat watershed
between the two glaciers and surrounded by a panorama of
splendid peaks. From here we could see all the way down the
glacier to our east with rows of peaks on both sides for several
miles. Halfway down on the lefthand side was an obvious
pyramid-shaped peak, which, according to the information we
had, had been climbed previously. The closest peak to Camp 1
was the only other previous conquest; all the other summits
were virgin.

We were using Terra Nova Mountain Quasar tents and one
standard Quasar (without valances). We had purchased snow
stakes for use with these and they were to prove invaluable.
We had also purchased two masonry saws, which were cut to
give them a point and were used as snow saws. These proved
extremely successful and were far more effective and cheaper
than conventional snow saws. Another valuable innovation was
space blankets, two of which tied over the top of each tent gave
valuable shade during the heat of the day when we were trying
to sleep.

Over the next few days we continued to improve Camp 1 by
digging snow pits with benches to cook in, snow walls to shelter
behind from the incessant wind and a 4-star lavatory complete
with the toilet seat we had brought from the UK.

But on this first evening all we wanted to do was have a meal,
sit and admire the magnificent views and plot routes. We were
all in bed relatively early in anticipation of the initial forays later
that “night”

A breather during the uphill slog

Camp 1 shorfly after armival

\-“ 1”
The 5ire of Camp 1 and the two
previously climbed summits



8™ July - Initial Forays

Sue and Sean were first out of the blocks in the morning, up
at six and away by eight to head down the glacier to the east.
They had an enjoyable ski and were able to check out routes
on the mountains on both sides of the glacier.

Mike and Martin were away a couple of hours later heading
for the prominent peak just southeast of Camp 1. A quick
skin across the glacier brought them to the foot of the north
ridge, but snow conditions were atrocious as the ridge was
catching the sun.

They moved around to the left and found marginally better
conditions, which allowed them to continue unroped on easy
angled snow to the summit. The summit itself was actually a
series of crumbling rock pillars about ten metres high. They
roped up and then climbed individually to the top whilst being
belayed from below. Although it was not possible to stand on
the summit, by precariously stretching up both Mike and
Martin were able to touch the very top, as did the GPS, which
duly recorded 1911 metres. In the spirit of Hillary and
Tenzing, it would be churlish to say who touched the top first.

These crumbling basalt pinnacles were to be a feature of
many of the summits reached on the expedition. The rock
was very friable and had to be treated with extreme caution.
On several occasions large handholds just snapped off and
Guy cracked one of his boots when a handhold became a
souvenir fo take home. Bands of this rock gave many of the
mountains their distinctive striated appearance, reminiscent
of the Canadian Rockies, and effectively put some mountains
off limits. We only took to the rock were this was absolutely

necessary, usually to reach the very top of a summit pinnacle.

The ascent had taken just over one hour from the camp and
the return took just 40 minutes. An easy day, but we had our
first summit in the bag and had learned some useful lessons:

« Conditions by late morning were too warm and soft for
climbing.

« The rock was to be avoided at all costs.

« The Motorola radios we had brought with us had been
tested and proved effective. Mike and Martin, Camp 1
and Sue and Sean were in contact with each other at
all times.

« Most of the peaks on either side of the glacier looked
feasible. There were only a couple of peaks which
presented continuous bands of rock to the valley and
so would be more difficult. Possibly there would be
routes on the far side of these, but we had more than
enough to be going at.
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Peak 1 MName nof known

Height: 1971 mefres (GPS)

First ascent: unknown

Second ascent: 08.07.03 Martin Bohi
and Mike Palmer

Route: East Face (F+)

Mike risks life and limb to touch the
summit

Mike descending from the summil



9" July - A Mass Ascent

All eight of us left camp at 0200 for a mass ascent of the
unclimbed peaks to the northeast. There were two peaks
with a cirque between and an interconnecting ridge. We
skinned up to the col below the lefthand peak, but after that
the ridge was steeper and icier, so it was off with the skis and
on with the crampons.

Peak 2 Unnamed

An easy climb on the right side of the face then broughtusto - ight- 1966 metres (GPS)
the top in about one hour from the camp. All eight of us were  gist ascent:  09.07.03 M Palmer
able to stand together on the summit, watched over by two S. and S. Dolan,
stone trolls straight out of The Hobbit. These amazing stone M. Bohl, P. Smithson,

. . . ) G. Beaumont, R.Coles
pinnacles were actually the highest points, but it would have and R Appleyard
been foolhardy to try to surmount them. We had to content Route: Southwest Face (F+)

ourselves with scrambling into the gap between them. The
height at the base of the pillars was 1966 metres.

We then descended and traversed around the ridge,some on
skis, to the foot of the second peak. Starting up the face, we
found that snow conditions were poor - there was a thin crust,
which we broke through up to our knees. Martin, Phill and
Mike persevered and were rewarded with better conditions
once an avalanche runnel had been reached, the soft snow
having been stripped away to reveal hard neve.

The final ten metres were tricky as the face got steeper and
softer again. The three summiteers did not even attempt the
20-metre high rock finger this time, contenting themselves
with a stroll along the summit ridge to its end in a huge
cornice.

The route was reversed down to Bob, who had stayed
behind to provide safety cover, and then a fantastic ski back
to camp was enjoyed.

Meanwhile, Sean Sue, Rob and Guy had skied off the col
and were heading around the back of the peak. Conditions
on the other side were icy and steep, giving good if exposed
climbing conditions. Near the top they hit soft snow and then
summited to find the tracks the others had left behind thirty
minutes earlier.

£

This second group downclimbed to their skis and continued

their traverse around the back of the mountain on excellent E?f;{hg gggg’,’,‘,ifm (GPS)

snow. They crossed the more easterly col and skied and First ascent:  09.07.03 M.Palmer.

skated back to camp by 0900. M. Bohl, P. Smithson,
Roufe: West Face (PD)

) 2" Ascent: 09.07.03
After some food everybody went to bed until the afternoon S. and S. Dojan, R. Coles

heat drove them back out to re-hydrate, eat and to plan the and G. Beaumont
next night's activities. Route: Northeast Face



10™ July - Rignysbjerg and Other Peaks

Mike and Martin departed at midnight intent on climbing the
peak dominating the camp to the south, behind which was
the Rignys Bjerg itself. Mike and Martin intended to climb it
by its northeast face, as the team had so far found conditions
on these faces to be the best as they caught the least sun.
Meanwhile, the others had their eyes on one of the peaks
further down the glacier.

The Rignys Bjerg, which has given its name to the whole
area, was unclimbed but had been named because it was
visible from the sea, forty miles to the east. It was one of the
expedition’s main objectives.

As they skied closer to their first objective the views opened
up and they could study the Rignysbjerg more closely. There
was a connecting ridge between the two peaks which looked
as if it would provide an interesting way of achieving both
summits. They therefore traversed beyond the first peak so
that they could leave the skis in a more accessible position
after descending from the Rignys Bjerg.

They then traversed back on foot beneath the face, looking
for a place to cross the bergschrund. This was problematic
as it was wide, but they found one place were it was nearly
bridged. Mike set off with Martin belaying him, but he was
faced with a vertical wall about two metres high of sugary
snow and the face itself had a layer of unconsolidated snow.

They tried further along where some snow had sloughed off
the face exposing firmer snow which at least gave good axe
placements above Mike's head. Although Mike succeeded in
getting established on the face using the knee plant, belly
grovel technique, he felt the snow pack higher up the face
was not stable and they could trigger an avalanche. Having
watched Mike floundering in the soft snow, Martin was happy
to defer to his assessment. So much for the northeast face
theory.

They cut their losses and returned towards their skis, finally
finding a reasonable line which went up the left side of the
face to join the ridge which connected the two mountains.
This provided an easy route to the top, a low plug of rock
which, for once, they were able to stand on in safety.

From its 1987 m summit they could look along the length of
the ridge to the Rignys Bjerg to the south. They were also
able to speak to the other group over the radio, who were a
couple of kilometres to the east, nearing the summit of their
objective.

The day's first objective beyond camp

rore LA v :J:
[oes 2 apon . ._.:-’,JL__.___

Mike searches for a way onfo the face

The view northwest from the
summit towards Peak 2680

Peak4 Unnamed

Height: 1987 metres (GPS)

First ascent: 10.07.03 Bohl and
Palmer

Route: East Face {(F+)



The other group had left camp at the same time and skated
to the southeast, heading for the next peak down the glacier
from the expedition’s first peak. On the way over they had to
skin up an amazing ice wave in the glacier and then onto the
steep snow slope beneath their mountain. Rob, Sean and
Sue continued to skin up the slope to reach a rock shelf while
Bob, Guy and Phill opted for crampons from the bottom.

There was a line of rock on the crest of the ridge but this was
the usual crumbling choss, so they stayed on the snow. The
climbing was reasonably steep and Sue and Sean roped up
for the last 30 metres. They reached the summit crest at
0330, but again were unable to get onto the true rock summit
which was slightly higher. They recorded 1804 metres. As it
was now bitterly cold, especially exposed to the wind, they
descended on poor snow. The return ski to camp was a bit
of a slog across the glacier.

Meanwhile, to the west, Martin and Mike were negotiating the
ridge to the Rignysbjerg. They had to thread a route through
rock gendarmes, trying to stay on the snow, which was nicely
consolidated here and bearing their weight. At one point
their progress was blocked by a rock gully and they had to
divert quite a long way down to get beyond it, but 30 minutes
later they were on top of the Rignysbjerg, the first of the
expedition’s major objectives.

Or were they? The summit was disappointingly low. The
estimated height was 2390 metres, but the GPS was only
showing 1970 metres - more than 400 metres below what
had been expected. Mike and Martin immediately thought
they must be on the wrong summit, but the two peaks they
had just climbed stood in lofty isolation. The peak Paul
Walker had indicated as Rignysbjerg lay further south on the
aerial, but there was nothing higher in that direction - the
peaks mirrored the glacier in descending gently southwards.

The two then descended by a long downwards traverse back
towards their skis. After a little excitement crossing the same
bergschrund that had caused problems on the ascent and
which continued the full width of the two mountains, they
were back at their skis four hours after leaving the camp.

As it had only been a short day, Martin was eager to explore
the glacier and persuaded Mike to make a ski tour to the
south. After a wonderful two kilometre ski down the glacier a

long and painful slog back up the connecting glacier followed,

which left little time to appreciate the sights, Which included
a volcanic extrusion like a 2-metre-high wall, which came
down one wall of the valley, dived under the ice and climbed
the other side. When they finally staggered into camp four
hours later, Martin regretted his suggestion.
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Peak 5 Unnamed

Height: 1804 metres {GFPS)

First ascent: 10.07.03 P .Smithson,
S. and 5. Dolan, R.
Coles R.Appleyard and
. Beaumont

Route: N Face and E Ridge

Peak 6 Rignyshjerg

Height: 1970 metres (GPS)

First ascent:  10.07.03 M.Boh! and
M.Palmer

Route: N Ridge (AD)

3 |
Martin on the summit of Rignysbjerg
-oris he?

o
b N
- e
Mike and Martin's route is shown in
red {out and up) and blue (down and
back). The other group's route is in
green (the same there and back).



11" July - A Face and a Guily

The whoie group set out together at 0200 on skis with skins.
We were refining our climbing arrangements, having found
that earlier departures tended to mean that the climbs were
still unconsolidated, even if there had been a freeze. Three
o'clock seemed to be the optimum time to start climbing.

The pian was for the party to spiit into two groups of four,
with one group climbing and the other group skiing. Our
initial objective was the col to the west of Peak 3 which we
had climbed on 9" July. Once there we had to make a tricky
descending traverse down the back of Peak 3. This proved
too difficult for Phill who only had thin cross country skis and
as the snow was too soft to walk down he turned back.

The rest of us continued and crossed the bergschrund at the
base of the slope, some with more style than others. In the
end we did not split up and the seven of us made the easy
climb to the summit of the mountain behind peak 3. As Sue
was first up she chose to name it Lornasbjerg, in honour of
her mother.

Re-united on the broad snowy summit the seven of us drank
in the views and took the inevitable photos. Only Phill's
absence detracted from the moment.

Some of the group had brought their skis up and intended o
ski off and around the back of Peak 3 and so complete a
gircuit around the mountain. They enjoyed perfect conditions
as they skied and skated back to camp for 0550.

Meanwhile, Martin and Mike had other plans. .

The group below Lomasbjerg

Sean approaches the summit

Peak 7 Lomasbjerg and the route out and up (red) and back (blue) beneath Peak 3 climbed on 9" July.

Height: 2218 metres {GPS)

First ascent:  11.07.03 M. Paimer, 5. and S. Doian, R. Coles, M. Bohi, R. Appleyard and G. Beaumorit

Route: Southwest Face (F+)

)



... After watching the others ski off the mountain and head
off, Martin and Mike skied across the glacier to the base of
the mountain whose top was just visible from Camp 1 over
the shoulder of Peak 3. They left their skis at the col and
traversed below the west face of the mountain, aiming for the
broad gully which was the prominent feature of this face and
looked to offer an obvious line of ascent.

They made rapid progress up the gully, able to move quickly
unroped on good neve in the prominent avalanche runnels.
They were bounded on both sides by cliffs which were a bit
more solid than most of the rock in the area. Nevertheless,
the occasional stone came bounding down the gully and
encouraged them to press on before the sun hit the face.

Martin and Mike were fairly tired by now after five days of
pulking and climbing and it was with some relief that they
finally reached the top of the gully and could relax on some
rocks out of harm's way. Their drinking tubes had also
thawed and they could re-hydrate at last.

Above lay a pitch of steep snow were the gully opened out
and steepened up as it joined the ridge to the fore summit.
We roped up and belayed each other for this short pitch of
30 metres which provided the most interesting climbing of
the whole route. The snow was again softer and there was
a large comice to be negotiated, all of which probably added

up to Scottish IlI. Mike descending the face

Once on the ridge it was a pleasant stroll to the summit, but
care had to be taken to stay back from the cornice which at
times assumed gravity-defying proportions. A group of rock
gendarmes guarded the approach to the summit, but these
were wrong-footed by a deft detour onto the snow lower
down the ridge.

The summit consisted of a 20-metre high lump of unstable
basalt. However, a line of snow on the far side took them to

within 5 metres of the summit, and by standing on a boulder Peak 8 Deborahsbjerg

they were just able to touch the top. Whilst trying to gain a Heigfit: 2358 metres (GPS)
little extra height Martin succeeded only in removing a First ascent: ;ﬁ;ﬁi "';:;ﬁm’; fﬂm
handhold as a souvenir. Route: West Face Guily (PD-}
The descent was a traverse of the face below the ridge and - & %

was turned into a flog by soft snow, which they broke through

to their knees every third or fourth step. At one point Martin ot -

fell and slid about 10 metres before managing to brake the
slide before his weight came onto the rope.

S
After reaching the skis they had a wonderful ski out past — ﬂ
crevasses, before a flog back up the main glacier brought > 4. 4'1!
them back to camp nine hours after leaving.

14 The team’s meandernings

{Martin and Mike dotted)



12" July - Stormbound

We woke up just after midnight to flapping tents. The wind
had picked up considerably and by looking east we could see
cloud and snow heading up the glacier towards us. All plans
for climbing were abandoned and the next forty-five minutes
were spent battening down the hatches.

All the loose gear was stowed in the pulks where it would not
blow away or be lost if buried in snow. We quickly cut extra
ice blocks and built walls on the windward side of the tents, The storm approaches
which were also checked to make sure the guys were tight

and secure. The stoves and a few ration packs were moved

from the snow pits into the tent porches.

The storm duly arrived and we were immediately enveloped
in a world of white. The whiteout was complete and it was
difficult to make out one tent from the next. All we could do
was hunker down for however long and wait for the storm to
blow through.

g 1 ]

The storm gets closer

In the time honoured tradition of stormbound mountaineers
we passed the time chatting, dozing, brewing up and reading.
Everybody had brought a book along but, unfortunately, after
a week we were out of sync and there could be an infuriating
wait for a book to become available. Guy's Miss Smilla's
Feeling for Snow by Peter Heeg was particularly appropriate
and much sought after. Rob’s autobiography of George
Allagia and Guy’s Gridlock also proved popular whereas
Martin could not give Sense and Sensibility away. Only a
bunch of philistines could prefer Ben Elton to Jane Austen.

What happened fo the view?

The inevitable forays outside proved predictably unpleasant.
Most of us preferred not to use pee bottles, but two minutes
of snow-blasting was almost enough to convert even Sue.
Although very windy, conditions were not that extreme. The
temperature hovered around zero and inside the tents life
was tolerable and there was certainly no danger of cold
injuries. Even if we had been caught out by the storm in the
middle of an ascent, we all felt we would have been able to
find our way back to camp using the GPS rather than having Tentbound
to dig a snow hole and sit it out.

The storm blew through after eighteen hours. We had lost a
day, but in fact the storm had been quite timely. With such a
wealth of unclimbed peaks around there was a tendency to
keep going whilst the weather was good. Although our days
had been short and the weather conditions very benign, we
were still fairly tired and a day’s enforced rest was beneficial.
We were all raring to get going again, there were still lots of
unclimbed peaks to bag. Nobody was more enthusiastic Phill ventures out: “I may be
than Mike, whose birthday it was. some time!”
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13" July - A Surprise Party

The weather looked reasonable, but with thickening high
cloud and a stiff breeze it was important to get an early start
to ensure that Mike could reach a virgin summit on his 45"
birthday. Mike had selected a prominent peak about Skm
from Camp 1 on the left hand side. This peak was
characterised like many in the area with steep snow covered
faces topped by a rocky nipple like summit.

This mountain was in fact the first of the peaks beyond the
watershed of the glacier camp1 to be sighted - the rocky
summit initially appearing as a rock on the surface of the
snow only to grow into a mountain as the convex slope of the
glacier was reached.

The base of the peak was reached after 2 hours skinning
from the camp by the team of Mike, Bob and Martin. The
centre of the prominent NE face was hard glacial ice, grey
with rock dust and overlaid above and to the sides by snow.
A route was chosen starting from the left side of the face
trending right above the grey ice to join the summit ridge.
The team roped up on top of some old avalanche debris at
the base of the face and put on windsuits as the wind had
risen in intensity increasing the chill factor on what was
already one of our colder days.

Before setting off a successful radio call was made to the
rest of the team who were in line of sight on the other side of
the glacier, making an ascent of another slightly lower peak.

The team moved together on generally good snow and made
rapid progress to the ridge. The slightly corniced and very
airy ridge led directly to the mitre-shaped rocky summit (only
Sauron’s eye was missing). The route was about Scottish
grade Il and presented no significant difficulties.

Several small flurries of snow accompanied the descent
along the East Ridge to a col on generally good snow and
some scree. At the col the team decided to attempt the
subsidiary peak east of the col via a snowy ledge system.
However, the snow conditions on the ledge deterioted
rapidly and the attempt was abandoned and the route to the
col reversed with some difficulty. The weather though
threatening to worsen throughout the climb came to little and
later improved with sunshine.

The peak was named Remlapsbjerg by Mike, Remlap being
an anagram of his sumame! On the return journey to camp
Mike made a detour to the base of the gully climbed by him
and Martin the previous day to photograph the ‘Plants’ he
had seen and provide evidence for the doubters on the team!
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Peak 9 Remiapsbjerg
Height: 1834 m
First ascent: 13.07.03 Appleyard,
Bohl and Palmer
Foute: West Face (PD-)
L\ % *¥

An elated ﬂredon the summit
- reminiscent of a bishop's mitre

Bob and Mike leave the summit

-y
L1

1\

g

Bob ieads Mike up to the ferrace



The other five had gone even further down the glacier, about
seven kilometres, and had climbed the last peak on the left.
They had climbed up solid avalanche debris and then firm,
steep snow to the summit ridge. The 1784-metre summit
gave them excellent views to the north, an area they
intended to explore in the next phase of the expedition.

On the way back there was a good breeze behind them
which Phill and Guy took advantage of with Phill’s kite. Even
hooked up together they managed to achieve 21 kph, which
certainly speeded up their return.

They were back before Mike, which gave everybody time to
prepare a birthday party. Sue had brought a chocolate cake
from the UK which had surprisingly survived the trip and Bob
made jelly. When Mike got back we celebrated in style.

This was to be our last evening together. There had always
been different aspirations within the group and from the
outset we had planned on the basis that the group might
split. Phill, Sue, Sean and Guy were eager to do more
exploring and ski touring and so they planned to do a tour of
the peaks to the north and west back around to the landing
site. They would have to pulk many kilometres and set up
several intermediate camps en route.

Bob, Mike, Martin and Rob would stick to the original plan
and establish a second camp to the west. They still nurtured
a forlorn hope of finding some steeper ice, a Greenlandic
Point Five or Smith’s Route. So after the celebrations were
over they started the slightly sobering task of dividing the kit.

Height: 1784 metres (GPS)
First ascent; 13.07.03
Besumont, Coles, Dolan
5 and 5 and Smithson
Route: South Ridge

= [
R
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Mike tucks info his birthday cake with
figuid sustenance close to hand

The Weather

We had been led to expect high pressure 1o dominate over Greenland
in July with stable weather patterns bringing predominantly clear skies
and cold nighttime temperatures. However, in two weeks we would

probably experience at least one storm, which could last several days.

The weather gods had clearly read the script, for the weather was very
much as predicted. For approximately half of our days we enjoyed blue
skies and for the rest there were varying degrees of cloud cover. We
had one storm, which lasted a day and which was the only time we had

any precipitation.

Temperatures ranged from +20 to -10°C, although life could seem much
colder in the constant katabatic winds blowing off the ice cap. The wind
chill factor should not be underestimated, but waterproof gear can be
left at home. We were slightly disappointed at the high temperatures in
July. On quite a few occasions it did not freeze during the "night” and
climbing conditions were generally poor. A lot of the snow on the faces
especially was unconsolidated and this. combined with the poor rock,
limited the climbing opportunities. We did not see any water ice and did
not place a single ice screw on the expedition.

The weather 50% of the time

The sform approaches Camp 1
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14" July - A Solo Venture and Downhill Fun

At 1400 the pulking party set off on their mammoth circuit of the
peaks to the north of Camp 1. Sue, Sean, Guy and Phill took
with them more than a week's supplies - if all went to plan the
team would not be re-united until 21 Jul back at the landing site.

Rob and Bob made a short foray to climb Peak 1 whilst Martin
and Mike planned to climb a couple of peaks down the glacier
which Martin had his eyes on. However, Mike was feeling ill
with chest pains, so they postponed their departure by an hour.
When Bob and Rob got back Mike still had chest pains, so
aspirin was prescribed and Mike stayed in bed. Probably the
party food of the previous day was responsible, but it was better
to be safe than sorry.

As a result Martin set off on a personal odyssey to solo the two
peaks lower down the glacier on the south (right) side. These
two presented easy snow slopes to the glacier with small rocky
crests on their summits. There was a long connecting ridge
between the two, barred by rock bands.

The left peak (from the glacier) was climbed by its northern face
in approximately one hour. Snow conditions were reasonable,
soft at the bottom giving climbing of Scottish I/l but with good
neve in the middle section. The face steepened and softened
up for the last twenty metres, which, together with the increased
exposure, probably upped the grade to Il/lll. The summit was a
small rock plinth of the usual chossy basalt, but which could be
surmounted quite easily and safely and measured 1955 m on
the GPS. It was named Adamsbjerg after Martin’s son.

The route of ascent was down-climbed as the interconnecting
ridge did not look feasible (certainly not solo) due to crumbling
rock gendarmes along its length. A short ski traverse brought
the second peak within striking distance.

Climbed via its northwest face in knee-deep snow, the second
peak provided a very easy if tiring ascent (Scottish 1). A large
but very obvious crevasse on the shoulder of the mountain had
to be avoided, but this was the only slight difficulty and Martin
regretted not taking his skis up to enliven and speed up the
descent from the col. The rocky summit furnished a comfortable
stone throne from which to enjoy the views. The GPS recorded
the summit as 1867 m. The peak was named Erinsbjerg after
Martin's daughter.

The intrepid pulkers leave Camp 1

Peak 11 Adamsbjerg

Height: 1955 metres (GPS)
First ascent: 14.07.03 Martin Bohi
Route: North Face (PD+)

Feak 12 Erinsbjerg

Height: 1867 metres {GPS)
First ascent: 14.07.03 Martin Bohi
Roufe: Northwest Face (F+)

On the summit of Erinsbjery



Adamsbjerg (1955 m) and the connecting ridge to the lower Erinsbjerg (1867 metres)

Meanwhile, on the other side of the glacier, the pulking party

had stopped to climb a prominent pyramid-shaped peak. This
peak had been climbed before, although we had no details of
the first ascent. After an easy skin and climb up the south face
(1), they enjoyed an exhilarating ski from the 1930-metre summit
back to their pulks on the glacier. Their whoops of delight could

be heard by Martin on the other side of the glacier.

They then pushed on down to the confluence with the glacier
coming in from the north and turned the corner. The two groups
were out of sight and out of radio contact. They continued for
another six hours to finally establish a camp well to the east of

Camp 1 beneath an impressive mountain which presented a

complex series of buttresses and gullies - an obvious objective
for the coming days. The rest of the evening was spent eating

and drinking.
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The pulking party's Camp 2

FPeak 13
Height:
First ascent:
2™ ascent;

¥ ascent

Route:

MName nof known
1930 metres (GPS)
Unknown

14.07.03 Beaumont,
Dolan S and S and

Smithson

15.07.03 Appleyard,
Boh! Coles and
Palmer

Northwest Face (F)



15" July - Another Virgin and More Downhill Fun

The Pulking Party

Having pulked for eight hours the previous day Guy, Phill,
Sean and Sue enjoyed a lie-in until 0200 in the moming. It
had frozen overnight and conditions were excellent as they
skinned across the glacier towards the long mountain which
dominated their camp.

This was a fairly complex peak with many rocky buttresses Peak 14 Bernisbjerg

descending to the glacier with snow gullies between. A snow Height: 1900 metres (GPS)
ramp leading across the face from left to right appeared to First ascent:  15.07.03 Beaumont,
offer the line of least resistance and they aimed for this. Dolan S and S and
Smithson
Route: West Face (F+)

Their assessment proved correct as they were able to skin
about three quarters of the way up the mountain, only having
to remove the skis once they got onto the ridge. From there
they cramponed up hard neve to the snow-capped summit.
At 1900 metres Bemisbjerg, named after Guy's wife, offered
splendid views into the vast glacier system to the east.

They walked down from the top and once re-united with the
skis they skied a hard forty-degree slope. As the day drew on -
it got very hot and sunny and it became a flog back to camp. 50 miles from civilisation - but when
They then recovered from the previous 24 hours’ activities. a woman’s got to shop...

The Western Group

Seven kilometres to the south Bob, Martin, Mike and Rob
had climbed the same pyramid-shaped peak the pulkers had
climbed yesterday. Bob, Rob and Mike had carried their skis
to the top, whilst Martin erred on the side of caution and left
his skis a hundred metres or so below the top. From the top
they could see a tiny speck in the sea of white, which could

only be the pulkers’ camp. However, they could not raise the  Bob, Mike and Martin on the summit
other group on the radio. befare the fantastic downhill run

They enjoyed a fantastic ski off the peak, the only problem
being a narrow crevasse at one third height, which Mike only
just turned at the last moment. It was sixty seconds of sheer
exhilaration and the runout carried them some way back up
the glacier. Their last skin back up the glacier was hard work
but was achieved in sixty-five minutes.

The rest of the day was spent washing and preparing for the
move of camp to the cirque of mountains to the west. That

evening morale was boosted by another special meal; ham

with a tin of cook-in sauce. This was washed down with the
last of the Laphroaig and Macallan. The only whisky left now s Ty
was Mike's West Highland blended - it was definitely time to PN e - D
be moving on. Martin after the downhill run
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16™ July - On the Move

The Pulking Party

Both groups were on the move again. After only two “nights’
in their camp 2, the pulking party packed up their tents at one
in the morning and then headed off in opposite directions.
Sean and Sue headed left across the glacier dragging their
pulks behind them whilst Guy and Phill set off for the peak
north of their camp.

Leaving the pulks in the middle of the glacier, Sean and Sue  pesk 15 S'n'S Sup
skinned up a ramp beneath a small hanging glacier to a col Height: 1937 metres (GPS)
between two peaks. Abandoning the skis they climbed the First ascent: ;5_0?.a§ oo Do
righthand (western) peak on good snow. The rocky summit ) ean and Sue Dolan
measured 1937 metres on the GPS and they decided to call " Southwest Face (F+)

itS'n’S Sup.

They attempted the lower lefthand summit but a tricky
bergschrund with poor snow blocked the way. Sue was able
to negotiate this, but she only weighs seven and a half stone.
Sean had a much harder time of it, repeatedly sinking up to
his thighs, and they were forced into a re-assessment. The
slope did not look safe, so they sensibly returned to the skis

and enjoyed a fantastic run off on piste-like snow. Once PeaK ;‘5 gggm'?d s (GPS)
shackled to the pulks again they headed up the glacier. First ascent-  16.07.03

Beaumont and Smithson
Meanwhile, Guy and Phill had climbed the mountain on the Route: Southwest Ridge

opposite side of the glacier. Their chosen route took them up
an increasingly steep gully onto the well-defined southwest
ridge and via this to the 1830-metre summit. On the way up
they discovered a tiny saxifrage and a clump of grass in a
crevice in the rock.

After returning to their pulks they continued up the glacier
and met up with Sean and Sue. They pitched their tents in
the middle of the glacier and set about digging cooking pits
and generally making themselves comfortable - they
intended staying a little longer here.

The Western Group

Bob, Martin, Mike and Rob were sticking to the original plan
of heading back across the main glacier and into the cirque
of mountains to the west. This whole area was clearly visible
from Camp 1 and appeared to offer lots of snowy peaks and
and rocky summits. During the pre-expedition planning, they
had thought this area might offer some steep ice climbing,
but ten days in the Rignysbjerg had disabused them of this
idea. Ski ascents would be the order of the day.

The area of Camp 2 seen from Camp 1
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On the way across they had to negotiate the steep slope they
had struggled to get up on the way in. Rob went first with a
pulk with Mike attached to the back acting as brakeman.
They seemed to have no problem, so Bob went next, solo.

In the middle of one turn Bob's pulk tipped over. Having
backed up and removed his skis Bob managed to right the
pulk, which then set off on its own down the slope. A rather
red-faced Bob put his skis back on and caught up with his
pulk about half a kilometre out onto the glacier. An incident The Weird Sisters (all three were
which amused them greatly, but which could have been climbed by a previous expedition)
disastrous if the pulk had found a crevasse.

After retrieving everything from the cache they had left on the
glacier, they picked their way through a heavily crevassed
area on the other side of the glacier and up the slope on the
other side. This took them into some interesting scenery. To
the left was a continuous ridge with three prominent rocky
summits, which they dubbed The Weird Sisters. The slope Camp 2
on this side was much gentler but far more relentessand TS :
they finally called a halt some distance below the col. Camp 2 (from the Nob)

Camp Life

We spent a lot of time in camp and tried to make life as comfortable as
possible for ourselves. We used two-man Mountain tents throughout the
expedition and cooked in tent pairs. We had anticipated the bright
midday sunshine during our sleeping period and we fastened two space fm\
blankets between the inner and outer of each tent for shade. Even so,
the tents were hot during the day and eye shades were needed to sleep.

At each camp we dug a communal cooking pit and built a wall of snow -
blocks on the windward side. This allowed us to relax and to socialise in  pPhill whiles away the time in camp
relative comfort. To this end, the cardboard packing cases our food was
freighted in proved invaluable and probably prevented piles.

Another invaluable piece of equipment brought from the UK was a plastic
toilet seat. We eventually found that the best type of toilet was a hole at
floor level with a pit cut for the feet. With the high-level toilet there was a
slight but disconcerting risk of slowly sinking into the toilet pit - future
expeditions should consider a white seat to reduce melting in.

At each site we made a still to melt snow. This was effective due to the
strong day time sun and produced large amounts of water, which in turn
saved fuel and meant we could have occasional “showers”. Best results  Mike brewing up in a cooking pit
were achieved if the plaslic sheeting we used was insulated from the
snow and a pulk was often used for this purpose.

We whiled away the spare hours in various ways. Reading, chatting and *
listening to music were popular, but also juggling, kite-flying and playing *
the banjo were indulged in. Phill had brought a prototype portable banjo
with him and entertained (got on the nerves of) the others with his manic
strumming. The kite was also Phill's, and he practised quite a lot around
camp achieving speeds of more than 20 kph. Bob had brought a laptop

computer which could be powered off a solar panel and he downloaded

the tracklogs from the GPS regularly. Watching our tentacles spread out
to the surrounding mountains became a popular pastime. Rob playing with his balls




