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COMMUNICATIONS

Sat Phone
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Cambridge. It was an Iridium phone, which was very light and came in a compact 
waterproof box. The phone ran on two lithium batteries, which hold approximately 
45 minutes each. We only used the phone to call for a plane and hardly touched 
the charge. The phone came with a charger attachment for our solar cell. For the 
phone you need to;

Hire the phone and insure it for one thousand two hundred pounds.
Get a new SIM card from an account holder 
Get a PIN number for the phone.
Clear an account with account holder.

We paid a twenty-five pound charge for the monthly hire. The phone bill is about 
one pound to one pound fifty per minute. The phone does send text messages also.

EPERB
Oily has an EPERB for paddling so we took this along just in case. This is an 
emergency only device, which activates a beacon signal. These are cheap to hire 
and a good idea if you don’t have a phone.

VHF
We carried a VHF radio, which had the American marine 9-rescue frequency set on 
it. This would be line of site with high Aircraft overhead only. Not that 
reliable.

Radios
We also took two small radios for our own communication on the glacier. We 
didn’t use them, but they are very light and work on double a batteries. A good 
idea if you are wandering around on the glacier un-roped.

We had a small wave radio for picking up the news and local weather forecast. 
Radio Anchorage was very good for the weather. It actually gives a climber’s 
forecast once a day.

INSURANCE

All of the team took out BMC Worldwide Expedition Insurance.

As far as insurance for the T.A.T, they insure themselves as a business.

We had to insure our SAT phone plus solar cell, which was covered on one of our 
own house insurance.

There was no need to claim on any insurance policy.
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BIG FACES

Kichatna Spire East and West -  Possible Big Walls 

Middle Triple Peak 

Geumey Peak 

Citadel

Mt Nevermore

The Fang -  Small big wall

The area would be fantastic for ski touring as long as the cols were possible. 

CONDITIONS

We found windslab and bad depth hoar in the snow pack in places. Evidence of a 
cold and windy place. Be very careful when crossing the cols between the 
glaciers. The area is supposed to have some of the worst weather in the Alaskan 
Range. It recommends three out of thirty days fine weather in the new guidebook. 
Do not go to Kichatna’s and expect blue skies every day!

WEATHER

27th April 2003 Cloudy

28th April 2003 Cloudy

29th April 2003 Cloudy

30th April 2003 Fine, cold and windy

1st May 2003 Fine, hot in the sun, freezing in the shade

2nd May 2003 Fine

3rd May 2003 Fine

4th May 2003 Fine, windy on top

5th May 2003 Started fine -  snow later




