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GRANT APPLICATION FORM

The application will only be accepted as a hard copy of this form (or a same sized pholocopy). If the form is senl by
FAX, hard copies must follow by post ely. Please type all applications and kecp strictly to threc pages

hbnr:‘p;nhmw ﬂ'm Deviations from this or applications sent
electronically accepted. Provision of adequate detall make an interview unnecessary, although in
general the MEF wants to see all first ime leaders. i

1. Name of Expediion: 03/47 Revised name: British Da Kangri Expedition
Leader's details

Name: John Town

Address; 146 Melton Road, West Bridgford,

Nottingham, NG2 6ER

Telephone number (day): 01509 222223

Telephone number (avening): 0115923 3421

FAX: 01509 223900

Emaidl: j.m.town@ Iboro.ac.uk

2. Country and region to be visted:  Central Tibet — Tolung Dechen county

Objeciives: First ascent of Da Kangri 6247m, from the north.
Duration {from-1o): 5th to 26th May 2003

3. Expedition Members. Give name, age, nafionaiity, occupation and relevanl experience of each member. Please
refer to section & in the Guidelines.

John Town, 49, British, University Administrator. Alpine Club, Climbing experience in the Alps; Himalayas; Caucasus;

USA: Bolivia: Siberian Altai - first Brit. asc. highest pk., Biclukha 4506m; Tibet - led first British Expedition to Amne Machin
which made first ascent of Amne Machin 1X, 5690m:; - first West. Expedition Jomo Gangtse 7048m; - first ascenl Machag 6000m;
- exploration of Wortse Chu area, Upper Kong-po; Mongolia - first West. asc. Muhkhairkhan 4204m; Kamchatka - first Brit. asc.
highest pk., Kliuchevskaya 4800m. Yuleng Shan, Yunnan - atiempt on Satseto. Represented BMC on International Meet,

Ararat, Winter 36

Derek Buckle, 58, British. Consultant Research Chemist. Alpine Club. Climbing experience in the Alps; Himalayas; Caucasus;
Canada: and South America; Mumerous first ascents in Greenland. Tibet - first ascent Machag 6000m, Jomo Gangtse area.
- exploration of Wortse Chu area, Upper Kong-po.  Caucasus - first British ascemt, Chatyn Tau, Central Caucasus,

Martin Scott, 50s, British. Alpinc Cluh. Alpine experience worldwide, including numerous first ascents in Greenland.

4. Budget
Expedition Costs: Expedition Income:
Travel - to Kathmandu £2,010 Number of Members - 3
Food and Stores - £600 Amount of Personal Centributions - £2,500
Peak Fees and Liason Officer - ) £6,000 Please pive delails of grants
Hire of Labour - ) already approved -
Insurance - £375 Other sources - £300
Other and conlingency - £1,500

TOTAL: £10.485 TOTAL: 7,500

5. To what organisations or sponsars have you applied for grants and with what results so far?

M.E.F/B.M.C only
If you wish 1o be considered for a BMC, MC of S or SC for W place a croes in the appropriate box.
BMC [X Mcof s [ SClrW O
&, Permils.
To whom have you applied?

Our Tibetan Agents will apply to the CTMA for climbing permits on our behalf.
When do you expect a decision?

Agents confirmation expected by start of March 2003,
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Landsat satellite image of Central Tibet showing position of the mountain
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7. Whom have you consulted about the expedition?

I have taiked to others who have travelled in the area.

8. Give names, addresses and Email addresses if available of two referees who can supply detaids conceming the
genersl standing and objectives of the expedition and its members (questionnaire proforma foflows). Referees should
not be members of either the MEF Screening or Management Committees.

Mr John Temple. Lockhurst Farm. Four Elms, Edenbridge. Kent TNS 61U
Mr Miles Hillman, Providence Housel 28 Croft Road. Cosby. Leics

9. Name of the bank account to which the grant should be paid:
e Mr .M. Town, B0625957, sort code 30-47-8(). First Direct. 40 Wakefield Road, Leeds

Grant cheques will be sent direct to the leader once the conditions under which the grant was offered have been
accepted and a copy of the permit provided to the MEF.

10. Grants are awarded on the understanding that you have obtained and will comply with the latest regulations of the
country to be visited. Information on expedition fees and regulations can be obtained directly from the MEF website
hitpfiwww.mef.org.uk. (Sclentific expeditions must aiso complete Section C of the Appendix.)

Which Ministry, Embassy or Tourist Department have you contacted?
Chinese Embassy
What arrangements are being made for local employees and have you provided for their compensation in case of
mishap? ) .
covered by Jocal agency

The MEF cannot provide assistance lor expeditions that nun in to financial difficulty and you should therefore consider
what support you could call upon in an emergency, since financial insolvency could damage the reputation of British
mountaineering and harm future expeditions. Can you call on financial reserves in case of an emergency?

yes
Where applicable, have attowances been made for the deposit of money with (1) the customs authorities against import
of equipment and (2) the Ministry against rescue expenses and an environmentai bond?

RO NECCssAry

11. State what plans and experience you have 10 enable you to cope in the event of an accident or iliness during the trip.
The Base Camp will be 1 - 2 hours from the town of Yangpachen. 2 hours north of Lhasa on the main road north

to Nagchu. In theory. a land based rescue by Lhasa based climbens would be possible. Evacuation of casualtics
from Buse Camp would be straightforward and mobile phones may work in this area. Facilities for helicopler rescue
do not appear w exist in Tibet. We are trained in providing basic medical care. carry a full medical kit and have
extensive experience of operating in such situations.

12. What steps have been made 10 research the area to be visiled, in particular its geography, pefitical situation and

previous exploratory mountaineering or ecientific work in your chosen field? For primarily scientific expeditions, list up to
4 key publications, maps or other materials used to develop your scientific objectives.

I have researched the topography of this arca over a number of years and have climbed in this region on two oceasions in the
past: the mountain itself is very well seen from the main road and looks to be the highest point of a group of peaks

which lie to the south of the Yangpuachen vulley. tiwing the main Nyanchen Tangla ridge. The political situation

in Tibet appears reasonably stable and this area does not require special travel permits.

Have your plans been discussed with any refevant scientific bodies?
no
Apart from the Expedition Repart, what plans do you have to disseminate and/or publish the results of the expedition?

1 will submit an articie wthe Alpine Journal.







Enlarged and enhanced section of DS1049-2168F080 and adjoining image showing Base Camp, Yanpachen and Fish Mountain.
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13. Please give details of how you plan te minlmise your impact on the environment and in parlicular your sirategy for
Waste Management during the expedition. :

We will carry out all non-degradable waste. Combustible waste will be burnt.

14. Please describe your project as fully as possible, in particular outlining any innovative features. Please provide at
least one map and photograph of your objective. The Screening Commiltee will want to see additional maps and
phetographs if or when you come for interview.

The Nyanchen Tangla are 2 range of peaks about 180 miles long and up o 60 miles wide, containing hundreds of
unclimbed 6000m peaks which runs in a great arc north and east of Lhasa, The well delined eastern hall of the
range runs [rom Jomo Kangri in 1he south west to Nagchu in the north east. The southern part of the chain rises
direcily from ihe northem side of the Yangpachen Valley, a high [lat plain which les at a height of 4000m.

To the south of the Yangpachen valley. Tolung Dechen county is a mountainous area which siretches south w the
Tsangpo valley. Tt contains the Tsurphu monastery. the home of the Karmapa, Tiber's third most haly incarate
lama. The highest part of the region lie at its north eastern corner. above the town of Yangpachen. where there are

a number of glaciated peaks above 6000m. The most prominent is Da Kangri 6247m, which is identified in the
China Tibet Mountaineering Association publication Tmmortal Mountains of the Snow Region'. As far as we know
no one has attempted the peak or others in the group,

Da Kangri is an elegant double peaked mountain whose two northern arms hold a high glacier basin from which

a steep glacier tongue falls towards the plain. The eastern summit, a pointed snow peak. appears to be the highest
point and can probably be most easily reached up its E Ridge. from a col at about 5000m. A possible alternative
may be ta climb mare directly onto the NF ridge. above the glacier basin, and follow it round to its junction with
the E ridge ar about 5600m,

A map and a photograph of Da Kangri is artached,

15. Declaration _

The information submittad in this appficalion is, to the best of my knowtedge, correct at the time this application was
made. Should any significant developments arise after this applicafion is made, such as change of team members or
official permils being refused, I will keep 2 MEF informed of such developments. t have informed my tvwo referees that
their stalements should be returned direclly to the MEF. Should this expedilion be cancelled or pestponed subsequent to
receiving support from the MEF, | will retum the grent awarded.
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John Town Derek Buckle B Martin Scott Alasdair Scott
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An Account of the Expedition

Photos by Alasdair Scott unless otherwise credited

With only three weeks available to us, choosing an unclimbed 6,000
metre peak in Tibet
that we could real-
istically climb was
something of a chal-
lenge. Fortunately
though, two of us had
previously  climbed
in the western
Nyanchen Thangla
and had sighted
what we considered
to be a suitable ob-
jective just south
of the spa town of
Yangpachen, about
75 km north-west of
Lhasa, on the E side
of the Yangpachen
Valley opposite the
main range. From
available photographs we even had a possible route planned, despite a
substantial part of the mountain being obscured by prominent westerly
ridges and hilly foreground. We chose to ignore these minor obstacles
and concentrated on the first objective of actually getting to the foot
of the mountain proper. We initially envisaged using either yaks or
horses, as with our other forays into the Nyanchen Thangla, and built
these into the overall plan.

Although in the monsoon rain shadow, it was our experience that this
range still gets more than its fair share of the residual deluge that man-
ages fo sneak past the Himalaya. We therefore hoped to take advan-
tage of the drier climate prevailing in May; even our flights were booked
and our visas arranged. However, we had overlooked the spectre of
SARS and the subsequent closure of the Tibetan border by the Chi-
nese. Frantic rescheduling for September 2003 gave us a second
chance, but only after forfeiting considerable sums in non-refundable
deposits and expenses.

By September we were ready to leave by the traditional route from
London to Kathmandu. A four hour delay at Heathrow gave us plenty
of time to review the climbing options and an unplanned stopover in
Doha allowed us to consolidate them further. Eventually we arrived

in Kathmandu to be whisked away to our hotel by Raju Thapa from
Himalaya Expeditions. Despite rumours to the contrary, Thamel and its
surrounds were relatively peaceful and the only suggestions that Nepal
was in troubled times were the increased military presence and the
dearth of unregistered porters at the airport. Two days later we were
on our way to Lhasa.

On arrival at Gongga Airport the SARS legacy was sill evident in graph-
ic notices and the obligation tc declare ourselves free of all diseases
known to man; including those unmentionables acquired in places of
disrepute. Signing the declaration was no problem but, for Derek, sup-
pressing a chronic cough from a lingering chest infection was another
matter, Still we passed the test — including being zapped by a thermo
sensor — and were eventually allowed in to join our interpreter, Karma,
and other members of our Tibetan support party. Surprising in a way
since Alasdair promptly developed a high temperature requiring a spell
in bed and Derek immediately collapsed into a fit of uncontrolled cough-
ing. Later John also succumbed to some unknown digestive ailment
which left Martin as the only 100% fit member of the team.

Having acclimatised in Lhasa we were trans'ported by Land Cruiser
to the town of Yangpachen. In contrast to the last time that we were
here, when this road meandered betwsen quiet hills and sleepy vil-
lages, extensive construction work to complete a rail link between the
two conurbations was now well underway, Crossing to the E side of
the river at Yangpachen we followed a track of variable quality that al-
lowed us to drive up the Yangpachen Chu valley to the western foot of
our chosen mountain. We had styled ourselves the British Da Kangri
Expedition but the locals were insistent that our mountain was Beu-tse
(Calf Peak) and that Da Kangri (Horse Peak) was stabled elsewhere.

Base Camp

At a height of 4,645m, and only three hours after leaving Lhasa, we
eventually established base camp near to the nomadic village of Nya
(Fish Village). Here we were immediately besieged by inguisitive vil-
lagers who wanted to help with the tents and other paraphernalia. Our
Polaroid camera was an immediate success and before long John was
in constant demand. Photo shoots such as these afforded brilliant op-
portunities to take our own snapshots as well as scenes for the video
that John planned to make of the expedition. This area has a very large
population of small picas (chipi), said to live at the highest altitude for
any mammal, whose antics were to be a constant source of amuse-
ment while we acclimatised at Base Camp. Presumably on account of
these rodents the Yangpachen Chu valley also has significant numbers
of predators such as Tibetan red foxes and impressive Himalayan grif-
fins with their extensive wing span.

Although Bage Camp was conveniently situated for an assault on Beu-
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Panoramc view of Peak 6190 and SW Peak of Beu-fse from Base Camp

tse, it was also rather close to ongoing Chinese manceuvres in the
adjacent valley. We required litfle inducement to keep well away from
their activities, but at that stage we did not know how close we were
eventually to get!

With help from the villagers, and meals being prepared by Pasang our
cook, it was easy to settle down at Base Camp, but we still had to rec-
onnoitre a significant section of our proposed route. The next day we
therefore climbed the broad ridge of Nya-tse (Fish Mountain) to the west
of our camp, with Derek just reaching the Central summit at 5,062m as
lightning struck. Under such conditions it was not a place to linger, and
the views of Beu-tse or indeed anywhere else, left much to be desired.
At least it was possible to clarify which of the east-west aligned ablation
valley systems we needed to enter to gain access to the lower part of
the route. We retreated to camp with heavy hail and then rain adding to
our gpeed of descent. Fortunately, while such showers were a common
feature of our time in this area they tended to be short-lived and were
followed by warm, clearer weather.

Later the following day we climbed the grassy tongue above our camp
to reach a small fertile plateau at 5,185m from where it was possible
to see the terminal moraine and the head of the ablation valley that we
intended to explore. A steep climb fook us to the top of the moraine
and gave excellent views towards a small glacial lake and the lower
part of the snowfield leading to Beu-tse’s W Ridge. We believed that
we could attain the snowy ridge either directly or via a steep snow-filled
couloir toits left. At least there was now some hope that we might make
significant progress from this direction and at least get to the high level
col at around 6,000m.

The fourth day acclimatising at Base Camp was a fairly relaxed affair
with only John making a significant effort by traversing all the tops of
Nya-tse in order to get a good perspective on the upper reaches of Beu-
tse. He also wanted to take pictures of Jomo Kangri, at 7,048m the
highest mountain in the Nyanchen Thangla, and other mountains in the
range. This tour de force was rewarded by clear views in all directions
but, most importantly, of the summit of Beu-tse, recorded as 6247m by
the Chinese. Now knowing that the impressive snow covered peak that
we could see from Base Camp was not, in fact, the main summit but the
SW peak it was possible to match earlier photographs to reality and to
reinforce the best approach.

Camp 1 - 15th September

We planned to establish Camp 1 on the grassy plateau that we had
visited a few days earlier and four horses had been organised to trans-
port the food and equipment thought necessary for an effective assault.
Two locals duly arrived with the horses and we were soon on our way,
albeit taking independent routes of ascent. Crammed into one base
camp tent it was quite chummy at Camp 1, but it could be argued that
this would more than compensate for the 3oC lower temperature at the
additional altitude. Needless to say, the evening meal was a hurried
affair and nobody stayed outside once the sun set.

The weather deteriorated overnight and there was a layer of snow

"

Camp _. il

when we awoke the following moming. However, like all other snow-
fall in these regions, new deposits sublimed rapidly when the sun broke
through and never seemed to build up on the surrounding slopes. This
was to be a major advantage to us when finally we made our summit
bid a few days later and we never saw any evidence of avalanche de-
bris despite substantial precipitation.

Poor overnight weather meant that we had a later start than we in-
tended, but it did provide an opportunity to see a herd of grey Tibetan
antelopes (chiru) migrate across the valley. Since Camp 2 was to be
sited somewhat higher up the moraine, and the uneven terrain would
not allow the assistance of either yaks or horses to help with load car-
rying, a double carry was necessary. Tents and technical equipment

Route of ascent - Camps One, Two and Summit SW Peak to right.



Panoramic view from near Camp One with Jomo Gangtse 7048m centre.

were therefore ferried to a stash at 5,600m just below the showfield
proper and about 50m below a prominent rock buttress, After some
debate it was decided to position Camp 2 at the foot of this buttress,
although in reality nowhere seemed an ideal location bearing in mind
that we would have to occupy the site for several days. Like most
mountaineers we deferred the final decision until we returned the next
day.

Back at Camp 1 it snowed again overnight and the next day we had
another late start. This was delayed still further by the desire to have
a hearty meal before leaving. Opening a can of chicken, however,
provoked a mixture of surprise, horror and general disgust when it was
found to contain only those parts generally consigned to the bin (at
least by those from the west). Alasdair confessed a taste for chicken
feet, which he then proceeded to demonstrate, but the gelatinous
heads seemed to have no takers, despite the lack of an alternative
meat source and Martin feigning an interest. As these morsels re-
mained on display for the whole time that we were absent from Camp
1 presumably the local carnivores were not toc keen on the more exotic
body parts of chickens either.

Camp 2 - 17th September

Eventually we all staggered uphill to the stash where a firm decision
was made to establish Camp 2 at the foot of the buttress at 5461m.
Extensive excavations were needed before a platform suitable for two
assault tents was prepared, but by this time we had unearthed substan-
tial rock debris and
we were beginning
to doubt the suita-
bility of the site. By
CONsSensus opinion
it was eventually
decided that we had
insufficient time to
relocate the tents,
especially since an-
other carry from the
stash still had to be
made. Moreover,
an estimate of rock
fall probability sug-
gested a sufficiently
low risk. Our deci-
sion seemed vindi-
cated when it pro-
ceeded to snow.
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Camp Two - 5641m

Lethargy reigned the next morning despite the need to complete the
carry from the stash and to generally organise the site for an extend-
ed stay. Climbing gear was also sorted should the overnight weather
prove suitable for a summit bid. Torrential hail and then heavy snow
quickly quashed this idea, but it did provide us with an opportunity to
explore the slopes bounding the left hand edge of the buttress. This
foray confirmed our most recent view that a direct approach to the NW
Ridge via the narrow couloir to the left was less favourable than the
alternative of following the right hand edge of the snowfield to where it
joined the ridge higher up. Either way, the slope steepened consider-
ably as it got higher and was obviously considerably foreshortened.
More encouragingly, unlike the slope to the right of the buttress, which
was also long and steep, there was no capping comice to contend
with and little perceived objective danger.

Another night of snow left us all feeling rather depressed as the re-
maining opportunities to complete the climb diminished. By now we
had only two spare days and we desperately needed a clear, precipi-
tation free night. So much snow had fallen, however, that the almost
continuous rock fall on the scree slope on the opposite side of the
valley had now ceased. In its place we observed frequent cascades
of snow sloughing from the steeper sections of the NW Face. For-
tunately there were no significant avalanches. Moreover, close in-
spection of the snow conditions later in the day confirmed the stability
of the snowfield and the viability of a summit attempt if conditions
improved.

Two young girls who had climbed up the moraine to just below the
stash provided a distraction as we wiled away the time at Camp 2.
It was Alasdair, the only eligible bachelor, who climbed back down



