Chacraraju Este en Los Andes.
Final xped|t|on Report.
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Rah and Outdoor Designs

Dates: 3 May 2004, to 7thJuly 2004.
Location: The Cordillera Blanca of Peru.

Climbers: Nick Bullock and Al Powell, and by default Adam
Kovach.

Abstract: A summit of the East peak of Cashan. The 5600m
susidiary peak of Cashan Este, 5/23m.

An attempt on the unclimbed Southeast Ridge of Chacraraju
Este 6001,

ascent of a three g Itch dlrect finish to the Jaeger Route on
the south face of Chacraraju Este EDI.

Introduction:

Ongmatly Intending fo attempt adirect line in the c?ntre of the
East face ofCha Ia agu Este, byt in the face of Unsettled
(itther and finding that_fwi SIovenlan nad cllmbedl £ 1n.2000

subsequently been killeg in e,oal thus never publicising
tetrroute as It deserved, Al Powell and myself decided to
make an attempt on the whole.ofthe unclimbed Southeast
Ridge from the Quebrada Ranincuray.

Expedition Diary:
314 May fly from Heathrow Airport London,

fune‘arrive In Lima and travel to Hauraz.
2nd Acclimatisation and food shopping In Hauraz.




3 Rock ?hmbm at Monter[ay and tétt preJoaratloP In Hauraz
4" Travel from Hauraz toOIeros and walk to acclimatisation
base at apBrOX|mateIX4 Om rom the uebraa urec
Move Up to bivy & approximately 5200m t otana h)
Shacs aNW sI08es AD, but findjng the face st lJe(?e of Show
We set out at 3.30am for the subsiarary east peak of Cashan.
Reach the summit of Cashan East at Sam, return to bivy,
base and Hauraz.
7* Rest day and sort k|t In Hauraz.
?oppm In Hauraz,
9“‘ rave to VaquUeria, sort Burro's and Arrieros for the

foII0W|
q?k Yo base camp at the head onuebrada Ranincuray
an oad carry to pro osed Igh b
11 oa car o h |g
Rest D ag
13* Intended move to btvy, but due to poor weather 2™ rest

1[}/ *To hi .
15 1®datg Pcvymblng on the Southeast Ridge. Start climbing

16* "“da%/ ofcltmblng on Southeast Ridge and descent to the
South Glacier In the evening.

17* Traverse the South Glacier and cross the lowest point of
the Southeast Ridge back to the high bivy and on to base camp.

19* Eufloc%o Colcabamba to inform Arrieros we are ready for

a pick-U

o

zzmIPowen Leaves for Lima. Bullock food shops for intended

return to hcrara] I% ste South IFae

zsrd owe Ies out of Peru, Bullock travels in to Laguna 69
Meets S(\jv ish climber Adam Kovach.

24 Intende attempt at solo ofJae%ler Route on the South

Face of Chacraraju Este Is postponed due to Inclement weather,

gest caBr%HOCk and Kovach move Up to the edge ofthe glacier and



ZBW‘BuIIock and Kqvach set out to_attempt the Jae%er Route at
lam ang reiurn 20 NOUrs Iat I having simu-soloed the Jaeger
route and |mbed direct tot e ridge; completing a new fifish.
2™ Return to Hauraz.
B Rest In Hauraz.
29"\ Rest In Hauraz.

Food shopplng and kit sort in Hauraz for an attempt on

Cop a South F ?
¥Trave Rthe Queprada Honda and walk In to
appro Imately 4 muBthe Uebrada R furlpaeca
m and set camp for'an attempt on the

move uH t0 450

uncllm ed Sout Face of C op%
Return to Hauraz dug to'the dangerous condition of the face

gp astered in freih snow) and contintious snow fall through the
ht and the foll owmqu?rnm

4 Rest in Hauraz and*bullock collects bus tickets for return to

5(“ BuIIock traveI to L|ma
6 Bullock y from Lima.
M Bullock arrives back in Britain.

Travel: We flew by our usual airline carrier, American Alirlines.
Not H]e cheaE)est ut Wltha Ok ba ?age aIIowance certainly
wortn the extra. The ch ange at IS very short so It IS
prohably agvisanle Ho make the transfer elsewhere, there are
severaI OJ)'[IOHS available. Unfortunately most American Airline
% ﬁ t you, in Lima too late for the night bus to Hauraz, so
as Tor thie previous four years we slept in the airport till' sam

Takmﬂ atax| from the gwport IS eXpensive; qenerally the most
you will nee 0 pzﬁ/ 10, 1 here are several cgach companies
runnmgt rouq emormn? for Hauraz. We find Qrmenio to
e the Best as 1t Is the earliest to set out from Lima. Asur
charqe will have to be paid for extra ba ag n%]eneray
%ogbellngotrﬂe cost of a ticket, which Is approximately ¢ 5

\

Le journey to Hauraz takes approximately s hours and will
stopfor lurich.



Environment:

Haruaz is a bustling, thrlvmgnmt but once out of its dust
”&/the peoplehveavery Sl rl?l farruln%, astoral existerice.
oWs, sheep, qoats, donkeys and chickens are numerous, as are
do%\sl! \Where the land Is tdo steep to pIouth, gum treef grow,
as Well as %rass and cactus. Wneat Is grown éxtensively; as are
potatoes and other root crops. Higher'in the valleys, groves of
?ene?lem Quenal Trees give the slopes a tropical and mysterious

Rock: In ﬁeneral rock is not the mainstay of The Cordillera
Blanca, althougn there are exceptions sich as the Sphinx on
The Esfm({e In th% P%(on. nere are Hnles of solid un?hmbed
?ramte InTthe quedraaa walls, which nave only recently been
ouched. The rock on the rldges teniis to be very loosebut on
some of the faces It can also e excellent but compact.

Snow and ice; The weird and wonderful mushroom formations
are what make Peruvian m,ountalneerlng Very interesting.

They form mamIY on the ndges and to urdlsmag/thls ear,
live uP to all of the hgloe. U gro ected. bottomless, an verg
scary. If treated with qisrespect, the ridges of Peru will be your
downfall, Double cornices form read_lrIX and han% over the faces
freatenin lﬁ/ Sometimes it will be Impossible to top-out
because oftrie comnices hanging over your line.

I %eneral We north Fa%es will be 0f good neve d;ind, Ice because
of fhe sun they recelve, but a word ofwarning, ontqft fauglht
on them in the midday sun, especially without anti-ball plates!

South Faces tend to be unconsolidated due to the lack of sun.
Deep powder can make them a stru?gle although In the last
four years | have found the sf_e er They are the"more readily
Ice forms and the mixed climning can be excellent.

Weather: Normally the settled weather patterns in the
orclillera Blanca ere,t e reas?n to climb there. Unfortunately
this year coincided with the EI Nino, a once every seventh year



drsruPtron In the reliable pattern. For the whole time we were
I Peru the wind and weather ame from the East. This Is the
direction bad weather rnvarraby roaches an onlfyonce or
the length ofthrs ars trip, the's remarn% r for more
than ore day. On other days rain fell in t evaI eys, and
inches of fresh snow fell on adaily basis. The laciers and faces
were covered in fresh powder making conditions very
(Juestionanle.

Waste Manalqemen t: As always avery minimal a J)Proach Was
taken, and all litter was removed and disregarded In Hauraz,
téttrelebenefrt of a small independent team, climbing in an alpine
y

Climbing:

The acclimatisation peak of shacsha 5703 was chosen orr%rnally

but we gidn’t plan for the dr condrtrons In thﬁ mountains d

bo Peru having had no precr Itation hrough e wet season
ecause of the"El Nino. So on fin rn%our asy AD snow r1h as
a loose and crumblrng rock climb, we decided to look

elsewhere. Just to the right in fact on the Eeﬁt subsrd(ﬁ] %eak
of Cashan 5600m. This proved a very strar% tforwar

aItrtude glacier pIod but did the job wonde

Having discovered in Hauraz ‘our’ line hag been climbed on the
East Face ofChacrararu Este 6001 and with the unsettled
weather frequent coverrn teace making any chance ofa
possrbefreeate 7o Oovenran team Qave the climb a
gra e of U t 6an g ossible, we turned our
ttention to the unclimbed Southéast Ridge. The Japanese a
climbed the final teeg heﬂdwall In 1976 bu the had cIrmbe
to the pase of the headwall py climbing 4 60° fluting on the
sou th face and the dproceeded to fix e headwall oVer. man
days, 1t was our 1ll-conceived and naive intention to climb the
hea(r)tlvev elrﬁngth of the ridge finishing with a free ascent of the



On the 15" of June at 2. 30 easr{ access to the ridge from a col
of consolidated snow, led to a Steep rock bgtress This was
turned on the rrPht by g oveless rock climping with crampons
and sacks and proved to efcurﬁe testrnrg aﬁ)groxrmate
6 all oughthedr culties were short and we

rotecA % This led to th errc%e crest, where movin to%et er
roved the norm, until the cr st became overhanq and thin
and bulbous formations had to be negotiated by climbing either
the south face, (steep bottomless |powder and 10ose rock)"or the
North Frot washeit out hce ho drng together acrgrgh g
mess ofrock). Several overnangs of Ice were climbed directon
the crest b% tunneIIrnd approXimately Scottish grade V. Most
ofthe cl r rng was ofa ery tenuous and worryrng nature and
the prtc es terided to be of dpproximatel g
: 4.30 pm a perfect bivy site presénted and was 00 good
omrss

16th jyne 2004,
StrII wrth settled weather we started to climb at oproxrmately

%m mmedrta(! y the route finding and the nature oftg
clrm Ing Intens % arndarm of snow was turne
the left, south face, which proved to be unst abIe Lar%e blocks
of granjte pulled, an% the Snow was powder. T e gre { Was
reached and alt hour%r the snow was more consolidated because
ofthe sun, It was only feet wide and overhanging. At times it
rove u]te worryirg to be looking down htindreds of feet
hrou h'tne platform You were stogd on. Two more pitches ofa
srmrlar natu e were climbed and while never more than
Scottish V n technrcalrtres the outcome should one of us fall
was too Ire to cont em{o late. The safest time was at the point
Wh ere Was Qn one side ofthe rrdge and | on the other. The
pitches were ftrlana erage of 9

Powell le a itch frav rsrng around another outrageous

SnOw formatron moving down onto then rth face.
Extremely l00se, ﬁravelt e rock heId to? er with rotten ice
was the order of the day and a very stressful hour later he had
completed the pitch, Adain the technjcal difficulty was Prohqably
only Scottish mixed V. out this bared no relatron atall to t
groun covered IIedameItrng vertical wall of rotten ice




igadéngvtéaﬁlé rto t)heS gresltn Sgottrsh V, and belayed beneath a
; rrornrr?g me, %gv]e cgouPr? see the ridge ahead looked a lot
harder and very dan Ogerous a\nd considered jt would take
%Proxrmaé y J (?X rmbrn? to reacn the hea waII We
h considered the danaers un(rust fiable and set about
descending onto the South Glacier

|une2004
ttin ut at roxrma tely P 30am a traverse of the %0 th
Gacre eneat esectrono the Southeast rd ewe
climbed, led to the outh srde ofthes]ow col climbed on ag
one. Crossin ereR %ac Into the Quebrada Ranincur
where krtfro the nigh bivy was co Iected and base camp was
reached at 4pm.

Chacrarla!u Este. Ascent of Direct finish to The Jaeger
Route. (Running on Empty) EDI.

Havrn drscovered the Snow and_ice condrtrons Were very good
on the South side o Chlacra ahu Este, Icauq}taco lective On
bhe 2 June and ¢ nnete ejourneyto 15c0 Base amn/to
edrorIJPed with Adam Kovach, a 26 year olﬂ Swede, now living
in, Austria, who turned out to have exactly the same plan in
mind, a solo of the Jaeger Line. (ED |

We rapidly came’to the co clusr N |t would make Sense
{0 Horn ogetherand srmn solo, side- YSI e. Not only would
this ma ecrossrn thegacrer safer, | Would make the descent
aloct easler, as he Xcarrre d one 40-metre | en th of 5mm
cord, and | carried orly one en?th of 50-metre 7mm cord.

Our joint collectfon of %ea for this adventure was as
follows; 3'ice-screws, 5 pitons, 2 extenders, 1full set of wires,
an Ablikov-threader, a few screw gates and a lot o tat

After reaching Laguna 69 exRerrence t\
unsettled Weat er or tiie ev%nrng ofthe 23" and efollowrng
day ofthe 2 For unate¥ otfr on the same wavelength we
hadl brought enough food for 5 days.

D
D




On, the 25~ the weather was still cloudy and uns ttled bué
tsreetrgdcgr}r]rt the wait, we moved up to the edge ofthe g acrer an
At Pam or] the 26~ we left CatT]B {0 Cross, the now covered
rn fresh snowqacrer .thanking our luck at meet Ing each other
for this rau% ro%srn
Reaching the hase of the. Jaeger Line at 3.40am we star ted
to climb, simu-solo. The condr lon of the face was excel e]n
DOWEr Snow, not to deep, on e less steep sections: with hard,
Clear, wat rrﬁe on.the st e[rﬁ HS grvrn% ustained Scottish
grade IV4crmbrn%an e o0d sectio
At approximately 10.00 am we reached the large bow
150 metres from the summit. [t is here the Jaeaer Line
traverses right, across slabs and exits rrqh t beneath the
cornice. We decided a mixed line, at the Teft-hand side of the
Bowl Iookfd more rnterestrnﬁ and a eared to lead to a glu”%
etween flutings and on to t esum rrdge Given our of
afull roHe or evenasrn%rle nalf rope and ckofa%oo
selectio ofgear the moedrrect lettward rising line probably
Was noh ehmost seﬂsr Le oth
three Prtc es pelow were all climbed on asingle
length of50 -metre /mm cord!

Prtch 1 Scottish V1/7, 50 metres, covering goorly protected

o t%tsstt’stn”t.té’“htht el

oogse %clé ah)rn rcged corners and g 100 overhar(t]g of t%e o exit
d by Kov

Prtchz Scottish \/ 1/e, 50 metres. Covering an even more
poorly tJoro tected line which pulls throu%h an overhang af the
start, ck and Ice) then traverse arou dan overhan Ing
cornero rotten rock sace Wa King un rotecﬁ
unconsolrdate bott less owderflutrn S U] r%achrn a
runne of %\90 e w rch rs rmbeddrrectto Delay beneath a
final rock g ot agood helay, 2 axes, a poor blade, anda
thread of ice). Lead by bullock



Prtch 3 the final frtch Scottrsh V/5. Climb direct from the left
ofth eroc wall, steep ice of the aerated, pure water and
Bnconse licated type, ty Ical iPeru and | to arunnel of
ottom % gow er, Aoor anlikoy thread for Protectron %nd
then the final powder Wrm untrItesummr t rlage Is reached,
Kovach then ecrdrn the whole lot is t0.dangerous to bela
rrr% an% u IIedh romlth eAdbtlrlrkOV trCetuarrr]t ato
|srune ullock who then. clim |
rea hrng the Ablrkov and |ead|ng the fina Po Metres toythe
summitridge also.

These three pitches run paraIIeI to the Peryvian/Spanish ling
climbed Auqust A Garcia, F. J Escola andW
SrIverro and exit the nex Pornt to the Ti aght on the summit
]rr ge. Tbtie summit was not climbed to, a5 life appeared more
avourable

Descent was made by ra&pellrng the line I mbed.
Approximately 15 rapP(e were'made on a |kov threads and an
0 casron?I piece of roc gear on the left 3fthe nitial coulorr
The final 150 metres were down-climbed. The camgonte
edge ofthe glacier was reached at 9pm, 20 hours from starting.

Equipment: For Nick Bullock all clothing was supplied b
CLmtp U, ForAlPowehl ?I cIoth?ngwasg supplsregpb %
Mammut and D supplred all hardware ‘and ropes.

Arevolutionary brv tent was used with superb result. This

wgg geérgned oy AL Powell and constructed by Outdoor

|

Stove and Fuel: An a grne 0as burner was used in a Markhill
angrn% set. Canjsters of pr(fgane butane mix Sas was purnt
which 15 now widely availalé in Hauraz at $5 per cartridge.

Food: All the necessary food | | available in Haruaz aILhoug
few favourites were brought a ong. High-energy drinks are not
available in Hauraz so bring then? also.

Finance:



Below Is a summary of the fmances for the trip. We were
fortunate to recelvfv %\?Od grants f []om The NI%F/EI\/IC and
The sports Council, Which eased the financial burden
considerably.
Income;
The Mount E veres Foundatlon £500
The B.M.C/S cP Council A
Individual Contrioutions <£400
Total £2300
Expenditure:
Flights £1400
%/el Taxi’s, coach’s, etc £75
nsurance £200
Food £125
Arrierios+donkies £50
Accommo ation £100
Equipment £350
Total £2300

For any other info contact Nick Bullock on
nickbu Iock2003@yahoo C0.UK

Nick Bullock and Al Powell would like to thank Ken Wilson
and Rich Cross for the references. Also the M.E.F/B.M. C and
The Sports Council for grants, which made this trip possible.

Thanks also to Mammut/D.M.M. Rah and Outdoor Designs.
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