
BIG W ALL o f

CHINA
E X P E D IT IO N

Supported by:

Finance:
British Mountaineering Council 
Mount Everest Foundation

Equipment:
Boreal
Petzl
Beal

2 0 0 4



Big Wail of China expedition report
index
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Nstiona! Park

 ̂ Tn undertake the first British exploration of the Suang Gou valley and report 
back on potential

Jo li«  AffaH i40| Cvinp«C6r prOyrSiTiiti^f Bmm jOtifHSiiST
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ascents up tc F10 in the UK His first expedition to Kyrgyzstan (1999) resulted in a
first ascent of possibly the hardest traditionally-protected free-c!imb in the country. 
He has since bee.n to Iran, Egypt and led two expeditions to Venezuela, each of 
which was successful in establishing major new free-climbs of a very high 
standard.

#̂ f iii^ r%i I «ii |w | r” liv tv  jw i  ii îi î. «f IV viiiiivfii^  w ^ v ii

r\ iv i! I î i î i iuoi I w i I ip îiLivi I Will I iwii ly VI lai i ipivi i, r̂ i ii vi %ji u iii oi ¥wi i î i i
in Britain to climb F8a. Subsequently she concentrated on traditional!y-prote.oted 
climbs, on-sighting routes up to E6. This wealth of experience has proved useful 
on expedition, where she has played a significant part in establishing major new 
big-wall routes in Kyrgyzstan, Venezuela and The Grand Canyon.

Zh©«nina iZhAna ‘Ler*ww”

« % a s i
Lenny w as our un inese interpreTer ana a supero oase cam p co o k , w n iie  ne aia 
not climb with us he has much information about this area.
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amount of equipment from the UK and argue to pay less.
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tn the traffic hnte! Chenndii \A/e edviee hirinn an internreter if none nf vnur nertv 
speaks Chinese. Access good maps and information about previous ascents etc. 
hefnre prrivinn gs reiativei'^ little information is avaiiabie once in China.
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t-0qij05,t0d for peaks over 5,500m. There is a cost to enter the park and camp. 
Some of this can be arranged in advance through an agent however a pay and 
you go approach as we adopted could be more economical, certainly for lower 
peaks.
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flsylhilitv Th«m arei aDnroyimatfijv 10  flinht?, nsr day found on. Ooodo or .A.lr Chinp 

websites. Take cash for purchase of tickets, excess baggage and airport tax.

We arrived In Chengdu after the 2.5hr flight to be met by ‘Lenny’ who had been 
recommended to ue W e eteved in Sam ’?, nueethoiiee v/hioh ie oheaner than the 

Traffle hotel at £7.50 a night for a double room. Both are favourites with adventure
to u r is ts  a n d  b a ckn a cke^ s  B o tn  h o te is  w iii s to ro  iu n n a n e
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experience working out what each food packet contains. Noodles and wai! snacks 
were available at cheap prices. Local city buses are a challenge to work out and it 
is better to take a taxi with heavy bags. We stayed at the bus station hotel before 
catching the 7.30am bus to Rilong. The journey takes about 6hrs with a stop off for 
lunch through wooded panda infested valleys and taking in a couple of road 
sections which were either suosioing into a river or nad oeen lanoed on oy rocks. 
No we didn’t see any panda although there is Wolong nature reserve should you

f r s  I IdV̂ S? time. The bus crosses a pass at 4500m before descending to Rlicng. We
stayed at the Tourist Serxdce Centre for around £ 5 ! night before collecting 
‘permission’ and paying ‘environmental protection fees’.

There are many places to stay in Rilong such as with Mr Ma ‘Siguniang mountain 
guides' recommended by Mick Fowler. We had a meal in his cafe which was 
superb and he also can arrange horses for the Siguniang valley. If you take an 
aa«=̂»̂ t they mav recommend somewhere, if you don't take an aejent check out Mr 
Ma a local Tibetan and also the iced-rock bar mvw. iced-rock.com who is owned by 
a friendly local climber with lots of information on climbing around China/Tibet and

A
p c 7 i  I f c a p o  i I l u i  ^  y  l a i  i u  i u u i  l o i  o o i  u o i  l u  c  v v i  l u  i i c i o  a  w i v i r ^  i i f  i i \ c ? u  u i  u v v i  l o

all the bus service and most of the valley’s leisure activity.

T<rs, \ %sifM » î R iK t  ^  4'i^« 1̂ »I Kj II II.W y IC? vdiicrj ycfu i l%j muj ci iwwi iol muo cuyiĉ cî ii n. 11 iciy mc?
nrioctihfp to ?i!cio on in thmiioh nhpck noint h\/ hire c^r it Innk  ̂llkB,

are not allowed to transport tourists. There are no horses available in this valley 
aithni inh inr.aisL at thft man head nni iln ha avaiiahtp tn hain mnva We marie 2
base camps during the trip, one at the base of Putala Shan and the other at the 
road head. Watch out for energetic yaks and cows/buils that can disrupt camp life
yiv^z^ii m e ? u p p u i  LUi l a y . l i  lo  u ^ o i  l u  i«^ai i i p  u v ^ i  ti ic? u y  i^ i  o iu c ?  u i  u ic? i iv c?i i i u i i i i u u c i i o

houses. Return Journey bus tickets to Chengdu are normally reserved one day in
c ic iv c ii  fwc? c ii fci c^cfi I Mc? ic?v-i 11 wf f I u fw v cii y i  y  o lv-?i c ?.
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SNe arrived in the valley in drizzle with low cloud cover so it was difficult to see- 
objectives. The weather did not follow any specific pattern but tended to rain for a full
d a v  th a n  ra in /annw  h in h  t sn fn r n a rt n f th a  n a v t n a v  a n d  th a  n in h t a n d  h a v a  a n ia a r  daw

or two following. There were a couple of thunder and lightening storms mainly towards 
Siguniang although Mount Hunter seemed to get its fair share of bad weather and
CiOuCi. During 'thss6 thsrs WaS no possibility of Ciimbing with hsavy snd psrsistent rsin. 
Sometimes it would splatter a bit mid day and was worth continuing climbing to see if it

i l i \xoi.wppc7M. I I ic? i î vrv aMvui *Tf II o iw ui j  luiij i vip̂ ¥trif ly i ofi i. i i no wcao ii i¥oi fiof li ii«;i
alpine style climbing which required a determ.ined approach in this weather it was cold 
and unpleasant biviing out during rain with just a duvet jacket and bivi bag, even with a 
cave shelter. During the day If sunny it felt hot and was tee shirt weather although 
most of the time we were climbing in a thin fleece. North faces could have snow drips 
coming down and there were patches of snow on the ascents, it is cold and dear in
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Best time for ice is apparently in January when many Chinese take a vacation to 
climb the icefalls some of which have been documented. NE face of Siguniang is a 
good unci imbed mixed objective as weii as two peaks at the head of our valley 
which looked to be in the high 5 or low 6,000m peaks with steep mixed ciimbing 
faces. On the eastern side of our valley there are many unclimbed peaks in the

I a t  l y ^  a o  i u u r \  a i  l u  l u w  u m j ^ u u v ^ ^ .  r ' l u i i i  ¥ ¥ i  i ^ i  c  w e  w i i i i i u o u  u i  i u u i

side of the valley as well as new peaks there were many big walls and spires
\ < * 4  nl4* ^  j
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These looked harder than objectives we had s.een In the Ak -Su valley but there 
wasn’t much between broken alpine and full on desperates, some faces looked 
completely impossible. Further down our valley there were also many fine 
unciimbed peak and ridge objectives that we had not been able to see on the way 
up the valley. With the valley floor at 3,200-3,500m multiple climbs are possible in

W .i.-, XU .= 1^. i4s i  g 4--i=»
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the summit but not many.
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Th© rock ¥/8s bettor on the Piituia Shsn side of the valley

D 1 Arrive in BeijinQ 19/7. Visit Forbidden city and stay Fanguang Hotel
02 JA  arrives and we fly to Chengdu where met by Lenny and stay in Sam's guest 
house
L j% j  v ? i i u p p i i i y  i u i  o u p p i i ^ o

D4 Bus to Rilong (6hrs) and permissions from the Tourist Service Centre in Riiong. 
Walk up towards Siguniang 1.5 hrs for acclimatisation. Stay in Tourist Service 
Centre Stonned hv niiard and then continued
D5 Tourist bus into park (3hrs with stops). Set up base camp under Putula Shan to
climb peak to right (we .named mi mi shan). Take up bags 1 hr through dense wood 
and return to base camp (~3,200m).
D6 Leave Lenny and carry camping equipment to ABC (6hrs) ~4,300m and stay
t i  1C? I i i y I  I t .

D7 Go down for remaining equipment and ferry sacks for climb to base of scree 
beneath rock (4,600m) and return to ABC
D 8  G e t  t in  5  OOem a n d  n o  to  b a s e  o f o lim h  M a k e  c.limh to  s u h s id ia rv  n e a k  w e  

called Mi Mi Shan (5016m) and descend by abseil -A B C  9pm. (see climbing
achievements for detail)
D9 Rest am and descend 4pm to base camp 8.00pm. Heavy rain and hail for most 
of the day.
010 Rest, dry equipment and pack
D11 Move base camp to road head (3,500m) and set up new base camp.
012 Pack and reconnaissance. Move up tc 4,400m to bivouac initially through 
dense wood end trotiblesome virtually impenetrable rhododendrons via a wet cliff 
face to avoid vegetation and then up a spur. (6hrs)
D13 Torrential rain, hail and heavy storm all day and into the evening. Stayed in 
ABC camp with basher. Very cold.
D14 Start climb 9.00am when rock beginning to dry, ciimb to summit of 'heart of

C ii  ikJ M i  ¥ M U C I W  1 ^ 1  I I 1 «  I J  . M i l l  I i M I l  l y  CIMI IIC?VC?i I IC?| ILO

for detail)
D15 Descend 3hrs in light to base camp. Rest and arrange logistics to leave. 
Wnather dnterlorstinn
D16 Bus Riiong -  Chengdu & flight to Guilin. End of expedition.
D17 Rock climbing 
D18 Rock climbing 
D19 Rock climbing
r\nn

I i i y i  l i  LXJ  l y

D21 Flights to UK and Pristina
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Xhp, 0Xp6Cl!t!On c!!ITlb0d 2 ri0\¥ p0sks, 1 sybŝ *d*-s— nnp, fTipJ.n ppp-k in thp 
Suang Qiao Gou valley, Siguniang national park. Peak 1 we set up base camp at 
4,100m and took eguipment to the base of the route. We then ascended right of a 
spur 9 pitches 350m at E3/E4 5c to reach the sub peak we called Mi Mi Shan, The 
second objective was Heart of Cow named by the Chinese. We set up ABC bivi at 
4j400iTi 3nd aft0r a day of rain Giimbod ths North Fac6 and ridgo to roach ths 
summit. We descended by the NE face in 9 abseils and then scrambling in the
dark to reach ABC after midnight. There was technical climbing (9 pitches) up 
Enollsh 6a and we found it difficult to olve it an F orade but could ouess E4/E5

i . \ J

8 w % ^ ¥ i r
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pofh IIthp, \/nJ!p\i ¥iith P; fp,w tfpps hpfnrp pp.p \/ rtnntriiirinn tn thp. b̂ ^̂
the route. We told Lenny to look out for us on the route.

I i IC7 y  y w i .  U  O f  l \ J  ^ U i n ^ U t L  M U i  CU ^  l iCII I M O  CIL ly c r f  l o c r  I ^% J

rrtarkp.d ni it a. rni ita with nra.r;t!np.ri affinianr.y Tha traaa niva wa.y ta virti ia.liy 
impenetrable rhododendrons. We crawl beneath the bigger ones awkwardly and
rJimh nvpr thp pmpiipr nnpp tirpri nf pnnrpppivp hrpnr.hpp pr.raninn nr hniinrJnn
back. The medium size were the worst like trying to run through porridge. The end 
was in sight but not for a while yet. The promised land of a grassy contour was an 
illusion. Reality is more rhoGooenorons intersperseQ vvitn smaii soaKing ciifrs,' as if 
we weren’t having enough trouble already.

6pm Finally we have to break the rope out and John solo’s 2 pitches up wet slabs 
in. trainara and nulla un tha hana Than, mnra nianta'........ -■ r  "• —  '■ r  - •' - •< / “ ■ • ■ ■ - .................... -

7pm Finally the ground clears. Not quite sure where we are but the original 
objective seems unlikely now due to difficulty of approach. -  don’t have time 
tonight before dark and want to climb first thing tomorrow so we decide to climb
Li VVCIli  \ A ^  II l O L ^ C l V ^  V^t U  1C? 1 .̂111^^71  VVCIli C l i ^ l ^ l l W 4 11 ^ 111..

8pm Arrive at a collection of boulders and choose a bivi. Very tired and excited 
ahnut r.iimhinn tomorrow

ypm jsiarrs raining dui we are weii proieciea aeep insiae our DOLuaer cave.



10pm Rains and continuous rain drips from ths roof getting ever closer and wetter. 
Hardlv any afaen dua to cold yavha should hava hoiioht aiaanino bans hacauaa 
feet particularly got cold. Had to brew up several times in the night for warmth.

$ o
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wanted to. Maybe In an hour It wif! brighten up — It often seems to do that StlH 
raining/snowing still cloudy, no chance of making the top today. Hope it will stop 
and dry out for tomorrow.

i  p i  f f ^ t w p o  i d i i i f i i y  d i  m i  d d f V i i  M M i  c i  i  l ^ g  M d y ,  V ¥ ^  i i d v ^  M d M i  i

reusing them so far as v/a didn’t expect to be making m̂ ore than a few brews. In 
reality it is the only thing that has kept us warm and sane all night

4  0 4 “̂ »*^ar». r ’a » % t i ^
I , M M p i  I f K J t G i  I d l l  I f f  l y  d y d i i  I f i d i  t f  i d i  I ,
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4nonm. lust ahova our aititiide Fvervthino is dranohad so no ohanoa of trvinn this 
evening. Hopefully an early start tomorrow.

^  ir%.v̂ v̂  D  ̂  4*4P̂  ^ ^ 4" ^  4f**.Lrs»̂  /̂e-% In
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of the cave. It seems cosier this way, .Also decide to share a cllmfblng sack for both 
of our feet to try and avoid getting as cold as last night

4 14*4  ̂ft + 6 i »<*Sfe 4  ̂ ft ft ilrK l HTV-ft 4  ̂ ^  + U 4^
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temperaturs lo¥/er than last night and need mors tea to keep us warm, 

uay o
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cjfî an aither Prav for tha sun to rirv tha faoa and v/arm tha snirit" ■ ’ ■" r  - . * j  * ” ■ ~ - . -. ». - j  . . . .  . „.  „ .  -    . . . . . . . .  . . . .  ,  j|. .. . ..

Aam uVft HPT ijn and ^ack t îckin  ̂out a tins the bottoiTi slabs then ud onto the 
west ridge. Looks possible but would definitely help if it dried.

lOsiTi i  pitch Up the slabs airiu things aren 1 going weii. L/rencneo rocK ano no gear 
isn’t a good combination. After what feels like a 6a friction traverse (probably 5b in 
the dry). Every way looks much harder all of a sudden now we know that the slab 
doesn't hava adnas on it at all and it onlv has oaar avarv 10m at hast A.i! exits to 

the terrace above look dire, either hard, grassy, unprotected or all three. I’m lucky
tn find a wau thrnunh ar.ti laiiv in nna nf tha iaaat Hkaiv niaoaa hut c-mciaiiv it—  . . . _  . .  — . .  — , - y .  -------------— j  . . .  _ . . _  — . —  --------------- ------------- j  I--------------------— — . f

sported an helpful collection of edges on its apparently most blank and hopeless 
section. Time for a major rethink on the terrace.

in
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hfiraabmits m still wst tn r.limh at anv snaad an wa ara haadino iin a saraa sinna 
for a while to gain a bit more height at the same time. A  steep headwall awaits and 
we have no idea how hard it will be but its reiativeiy short at (east.

2pm Even gaining the base of the headwaii is a challenge cutting steps in a snow 
bank with rocks in hand and waarinn trainers not us un as far as the hideous.......................... ....................................................................................................... ^  - ................-j- ■ = -

unstable rock scree gully with no gear options. Feels too much like mountaineering
and this is not what we are equipped for.

4pm Just dons what is hopefully the crux we reach a much steeper snow bank 
needinn careful sten cuttinn so as not to be too da onerous in trainers Then a hit of 
an improvised ascent up the gap between the top of the snow and the overhanging 
loose rock. Finally had to commit lay backing up dry rock but in wet trainers from 
the snow and soon needed all the experience water climbing, loose rock and steep 
trad ail roiled into one. 1 knew these decades of experience would one day be
* t*T=, sl

U l .

's^ p i 11 d i  I u i  f p i  y  d v ^ d i  o c ?  c u  ! U  i ^ a v i i  l y  1 1 u i  u  i i w i m o  ii f p id v ^ c ?  u  i c r  i

dramaticailv channsd t.hs rock dramatically imnrovsd and ! was suddenly in 
seventh heaven cranking up on solid edges with an easing of angle just above. 
W e’ve cracked it 6pm a few pitches later up the final arete and onto the top. What 
a relief, it’s a lot later than we had hoped but should give us enough time to get 
down before dark if we’re lucky. Good news there is no sign of anyone having
u B B u  l lB fB  bsfors.

ItLrv^ *4* A ^  X * Irvi4' \ A i lx
I p i  i I i I i i  i i f x c T  d & ^ w u i  ^  u  1C? w y i i  V ¥ i y  f d  M i i  w i  o w i  v v c n f \ i i  i y

beneath them In reality it was 9 ahseils of m,ost!y the full 60m, and no chance of 
walking anywhere -  far too steep, can see now why the peak was unclimbed. As
wp. th n n n h t th a t thp. far.p. w p  wprp. r ip s c p n n in n  w o u ir i hp  o i litp ah n rt - d id n ’t n n ticp

we’d come up this; must have been having too much fun to notice the final abseil 
is 63m. We stretch the ropes to get down and race across a grassy traverse to the

'»S» jS-». »S- a J  ii^ i
w u i  p i  u p c ? i  a i  i u  i i o  p i  c ? i i j  11 i u w i  I u a i  f \ .

d - p i  i f I i d w ^ p  M d f  ir \  f M i i  l o  y ^ i u i  o i d d - p d i  d i  « d i  r \ ^ i d i  y  i d f  d  i d  d

feeling that It v/ili end in a cliff We can hear the water cascading down a ravine 
nearby but its impossible to make out where the best way is in the dark. Decide to 
g o  back up and traverse round in search of less steep ground.

*1 f\v̂y%r̂ 
I \ ^ p i  I I

O  V A *<(«%. i«%  ̂ iPX'lRF 1‘f  K  # XAfiTx ilir4
d i  iM  ^  o i ^ ^ p  i d v f i i ^ o  i d i i ^ i  v ¥ ^  d i  c? I I V  w i i v f  v i i .  i i  v i  i i j  w v  v w i v  o w

further than 10m ahead. Running out of options we descend steeper and steeper 
ground using whatever vegetation available for assistance, solo or lowering down 
over hummocks to potentially flatter ground and repeating the orocess. It s now 
definitely climbing angle, below is a steeper blanker void. I go hunting and find to 
one side a thick rhododendron i feel is good enough to abseil off, but to where?
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i v i d f i j  f i f i f f u t C T ’S  o p o l  iL f ^ w r \ f i  1 ^ 5  i i o i ^ i  I f f  f ^ i  ^ i u c ? o  c i i  f u i c ^ i  u

steeper cannot last for too much longer \ ahsei! off the plant and 60m later find 
myself on easier terrain. That saved us a ridiculously cold and uncomfortable night
nn  a  v a r t in in n iis  h ank  w ith n iit  a  h iv i h a n  h a tw a a n  u s

4  O  14* I i A  U  \A i^ 4 r*  lr%.a^/r>.Lr
{ iC  f f l i w i  f i y i  i i .  i i  O f  f W M ! v ^  1 1C? I c u t  \ j v ^ i  c i y c r c ?  c i ^ w .  I f 1 ^  p i c i i  i w c 5 [ o  L w  o w i  M . W U I  k ^ * a ^ r \

alonn the base of our cliff nick un the hivi near and head strainht down W e worn 
already a day late due to the storm so we didn’t have any more food. Going down 
W3S dsflnitBiy in© best option but the conspiracy continued albeit masked by the 
darkness and now also by the gathering fog. Both exhausted cold and hungry our 
earlier elation had long since given away to increasing frustration at the ordeal

X ,_ ^  _ i . ^   ̂  ̂..I J ----- ------ Xl_ I-  ,! A ----- -- - -  -  —
i c ? i u S f i i C j  C O  ^ r i o ,  n o w  r i s Q  i i w  i q o s  v ¥ r i o r e  i r i e  o i v i  vY o s . / H i i o r  s o  f i i a f i y  i i o l i T o  o n

the go everything that could ache was aching. Anne’s pronouncement ‘half an hour
A  a. 00%.̂  I4* ^  ^  i%,i »4* I

f f l \ J l  ^  C il  i%J ¥ ¥ 0  C l l  ^  i , IL  O U ' U J  O C n  M U i  I C ? U l f  U  f W U ^ f  II. ¥VC?

and ! nruildn/t hear the thoiioht of havinn to train ,̂e hank un tn noitent the thinos
that we had left in the cave.

¥ ¥ c r  O U i l  ¥ ¥ ^ f  5^1 f L O U f  f I W ¥ ¥  ^ C I O J  f i  ¥ ¥ V U f « U  i.%J f i p  i i I I  I f«C7i C r .

We knew that there v/as a path som,ewhere but so far we had not had a lot of 
success finding and following such things in the dark.

4  O  Or\*^K-v«i %iki0^ I I iv^  *4-
i  W M i  i V I I  ¥ ¥ C ?  U a \ A  W i  1^11 M p W I  I y i  i%J ¥¥<w i IO A.I  I %Ji i U  ¥ ¥ C I J  U p  i ^ U L

eouallv convinced that the land looked w'rono Shanes in the m.ist niaved with our
imagination, crags and huge ridges turned out to be large boulders or small
sections of cliff 3S it seemed extremely difficult to judge height or distence. 3 steps 
later a boggy stream came and went. 10 minutes more was Anne’s last word on 
the matter after we had circled hopelessly for too long. Just one more idea. We

__ i . X -   ̂ ^  . -X _ ^  I ,_ ^ x  I _ ___ x . _ . x ^  X.____I _____ -  i ^ A
o p c ? c ? Q e c i  U p  C O  f i i c i f c e  Cm O  i U  i l i i n u c o o  l a o c  l O n g e r  c r y i T i y  c ^  l o o i  o n o « « # u r c i g o M  S i i m

focused, then as if by some kind of magic both of us had the same feeling of
î 4* 4*l*>k<.N, w-k 4’i*rw*%̂  "Tlrv/.^. »*«b  ̂ » iv^Ai0>Mr \h i*^4r*' »*’tj^i^4* tr\ t i^ A  v K ^ x h t  4*|p>.»*'<î t

I l l U W f  I CIt.  U  O C i f  I U l  I i c r ,  I I y i  S « ;u f  U l  iv - ic r f  i%J%JL ¥ ¥ C I O  I f ^ f  il .  CII f%A I i W W  U  I! W U y i  I

the mist the unm,istakehfe outline of our bouldors appeared. W e’d o v e r  run our final 
absolute deadline by 45 seconds.

.4 iK   ̂ 11\# I i « » H . i  <*. Q 4’l«\<»x ŷ .̂̂ v/4* A ^ x s  4"î ŝ <«fci ■ P*
f I I M C i J  f  p i  I f r ^ i  IV-/U f c r i  V f i  L U C U f y  O f c r c r p i c r o o  I 1 1 ^ 1  l i  UC C r o W C i p ^  i f  1C? I I C r A I .  V J C t y  U  II i J U y i  I l i C ? I C I ^ 3

of oversized cabbaoes vak.s and boulders Next dav we arranoed the exit ate
eggs and other real food again.
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Exploration photograph compilation

See CD or www.thefreeclimber.com for many other images of the area. 
Heart of Cow

Mi Mi Shan

Unclimbed ridge to the left leading to the main summit. The right hand peak 
is actually a lot lower than the top of the spur we climbed although it does 
not look like it in the picture.

1 :̂
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http://www.thefreeclimber.com


Accounts

Costs:
Flights Beijing incl. baggage 
Visas incl. travel to get them 
Beijing to Chengdu and return 
Insurance (STA)
Payment for interpreter/agent 
Food and fuel 
Accommodation in China 
Park fees, camping, protection 
Taxis/misc + bus Chengdu-Rilong 
Total

£1357
£80
£434
£88
£350
£120
£95
£114
£200
£2838

Income:
British Mountaineering Council (UK Sport) £900 
Mount Everest Foundation £500
Personal contribution £1438
Total £2838

The compilers of this report and the members of the expedition agree that 
any or all of this report may be copied for the purposes of private research.’
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We thought that the left hand map was the most accurate with peaks climbed 
being 5016m Ml Ml Shan (subsidiary) and 4942m ‘Heart of Cow’ Nluxim Shan 
which was attempted by a Japanese party the previous year.

Maps source: Japanese Alpine Journal
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