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Background 
 
It is difficult in these days of fast, efficient transport to travel 
where none has been before, unless, of course, you tread the 
summits of unclimbed peaks or plumb the bowels of the earth.  
Adventure and exploration, by contrast, are much easier to 
achieve, especially in more remote parts of the globe.  Tibet is 
one such place where such objectives are not difficult to satisfy.  
Here is a land of fascination, not only in the visual sense, but in 
its culture and its people also.  Moreover, it is a land where the 
indigenous people clearly derive as much pleasure from us as 
we do from them.  It is not surprising therefore that we again 
selected Tibet as the focal point of our 2005 expedition. 
 

The problem was not which country to visit, but rather where should 
we go within it?  I had been to Tibet four times in the past while 
Martin and Al had been twice.  Only Bill had not visited the country.  
We all wanted a challenge – essentially an unclimbed 6,000m peak – 
coupled with a strong element of exploration.  During the summer of 
2004 we met among a pile of maps, gazetteers, articles and 
reference books and it was at this early series of meetings that we 
eventually settled on a region close to the Lake of Zuru Tso in the 
Gangdise region to the west of Lhasa where there was an 
abundance of virgin peaks satisfying our requirements.  One peak in 
particular, Dobzebo, attracted our attention since it stood in splendid 
isolation at the southern extremity of the lake and had not been 
visited previously. 

 
 
To our knowledge this part of the Gangdise had been visited twice 
by Westerners; in 1906 by the Swedish explorer Sven Hedin and 
more recently by Julian Freeman-Attwood (Alpine Journal, 103, 
108, 2003).  Only limited mountaineering activity had taken place.  
Dobzebo itself has been described as a ‘good-looking peak’ (ibid), 
a comment supported by available satellite pictures.  Analysis of 
these photographs and the Russian 1:200,000 map indicated the 
presence of multiple tops reaching to a height of 6,412m but, more 
importantly, suggested a likely approach to the major summit.  
Only inspection on the ground could confirm these predictions. 
 
 
Our plan therefore was to fly to Lhasa and then to travel overland from there by Land Cruiser 

as far as the terrain would allow to the base of Dobzebo.  From a 
suitable base camp we then hoped to explore the lower regions of the 
mountain with the intention of attempting the dominant SW Ridge.  
This ridge, we believed, would lead to the major summit.  Initially we 
had set ourselves an auxiliary target of the neighbouring mountain of 

Xung Zari, but on close inspection we found this 
uninspiring so we eventually chose to explore the 
north eastern aspect of the Lungmari range to the 
north of Zuru Tso. 
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The Climbing Team  
 
Essentially our party was a group of like-minded friends all having a strong drive to explore 
new ground while at the same time attempting the first ascent of one or more interesting 
mountains.  While nominally under the leadership of Derek Buckle, all decisions were taken 
collectively and the ground plan was continuously modified to suit the prevailing conditions.  
Fortunately our local support staff were more than happy to follow our flexible arrangements.  
With help from the local nomadic population we obtained much useful information, particularly 
with respect to how far we could expect to take our vehicles.  They also provided horses 
which facilitated the establishment of our second base camp. 
 
Our youngest member, Alasdair Scott  (29, British, Software Engineer, 
Alpine Club Member) has had considerable mountaineering experience 
for his years.  He has participated on expeditions to Tibet (first ascent 
Beu-tse 6,270m in the Western Nyainqentanglha range, 2003), Pakistan, 
Ecuador (Chimborazo) and Peru (Alpamayo & others) in addition to 
completing many alpine seasons.  He also enjoys ski-touring and 
Scottish winter climbing.  Al is a keen photographer and having just 
purchased a large number of assorted lenses to compliment his digital 
reflex camera whenever detailed images were required then Al was our 
man. 
 
All other team members were of an earlier vintage.  Bill Thurston  (57, 
British, Management Consultant, Alpine Club Member) also has 
extensive mountaineering experience.  Bill has had around 20 summer 
seasons and 3 winter ice-climbing trips in the Alps.  He has also made 
three trips to the Khumbu, Naya Kanga and Damodar in Nepal and two 
trips to South America (climbing Huascuran, Alpamayo, Illimani, Potosi 
and many other peaks) as well as climbing in the Tetons, Bugaboos and 
Alaska.  Bill was in charge of the Polaroid camera which was much 
appreciated by locals that we met en route and at base camps. 
 
Our third member, Martin Scott  (63, British, Consultant, Alpine Club 
Member), is another experienced mountaineer.  Martin is a veteran of 
many expeditions, including those to Greenland, Alaska, Tibet {first 
ascents Nganglong Kangri I 6,720m (2004) and Beu-tse 6,270m (2003)}, 
Nepal (first ascent SE face Pokharkan in 2002), Sichuan (Haizi Shan), 
the Karakoram, Hindu Kush, Bolivia, Peru (Alpamayo), Ecuador, 
Indonesia and much Alpine climbing, ski-touring & Scottish winter 
climbing.  Martin was still recovering from keyhole surgery to his right 
knee on this expedition and he was understandably treating it with as 
much caution as a mountaineering expedition to a remote venue would 
allow.  As it happens, it performed admirably under the testing terrain - a 
major tribute to the operating surgeon.  Martin held the bulk of our cash reserves and as such 
was much in demand when additional payments were required.   
 
The fourth and last member of the team was Derek Buckle  (60, British, 
Consultant Research Chemist, Alpine Club Member).  He has made first 
ascents of Nganglong Kangri I, 6,720m (2004), Nganglong Kangri II 
6,591m (2004), Beu-tse 6,270m (2003) and Machag, 6,020m (1999) in 
Tibet in addition to six first ascents in the Lemon and Lindbergh 
mountains of Greenland in 2001.  In 1998 he was part of a team that 
made the first British ascent of Chatyn Tau in the Caucasus.  He has 
extensive mountaineering experience in the Alps, Ecuador, Kenya, 
Nepal, Southern Alps, Tetons, and the American Rockies.  He is a keen 
ice-climber and ski-tourer with experience in the Alps, Canada, the 
Caucasus, Greenland and elsewhere. 
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The Support Staff  
 
As in previous years we used the reliable services of Mig Ma from China International Travel 
Service Shigatse, Tibet.  His organisation supplied both the vehicles (a Land Cruiser and a 
Dong Feng lorry) which performed exceptionally 
well over miles of rough and uncompromising 
terrain.  Naturally there were breakdowns, but our 
drivers Quangming and Lotta turned out to be very 
competent mechanics who appeared able to fix 
anything, or at least get the vehicles moving again 
until more permanent repairs could be affected.  
Even a broken rear drive shaft on the Land Cruiser 
was overcome by disconnection of the prop shaft 
and hobbling ‘home’ propelled by the forward 
transmission alone.  Quangming further 
demonstrated his skill by resurrecting a poorly 
maintained Land Cruiser on hire by another group 
when it broke down during a snow storm between Saga and Tingri – much to the relief of the 
Western occupants! 
 
Kusang (our base camp cook), Dawa (our liaison man) and Lotta also provided additional 
manpower which helped us establish and dismantle Camp 1; a much appreciated gesture 
well beyond the call of duty. 
 
The Route to Tibet  
 
In previous years we had always 
entered Tibet via Kathmandu, 
either flying to Lhasa direct or 
taking the slower overland route 
via the Friendship Bridge and 
Zangmu.  This time we chose to 
fly to and from Beijing since this 
provided an opportunity to relax in 
a different environment after we 
had completed the main business 
of the expedition.  On the outward 
route we had just sufficient time to 
see a few sights in the 
neighbourhood of our hotel before 
flying to Lhasa via Chengdu.  Two 
days were spent acclimatising in 
Lhasa before travelling by road 
and track to the area around 
Dobzebo and Zuru Tso.  
 
The Journey to Zuru Tso 
 
Leaving Lhasa we travelled by 
Land Cruiser following first the 
Lhasa river and then the Yarlung 
Tsangpo as they wound their way towards Shigatse, Tibet’s second largest city.  As a result 
of the continued development of Tibet this road was now mostly metalled until just before 
Shigatse, where it generally worsened.  Most of the scenery was open cultivated valley, 
except for one small region where it passed through an impressive enclosed gorge.  Villagers 
were actively gathering and threshing barley as we passed through. 
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Making an overnight stop at Shigatse for further 
acclimatisation we had an opportunity to visit the 
Tashilhunpo Monastery.  It is one of the few that 
survived the Cultural Revolution relatively unscathed, 
although it now houses only 800 monks compared to 
its former glory when 3,500 were based here.   
 
From Shigatse we initially drove beside the Yarlung 
Tsangpo with its fertile landscape, but the scenery 

rapidly 
became more 
barren as we 

left the river.  At the same time the road degenerated 
into a rough track as we continued through Lhaze to 
our overnight stop at Sangsang.  Sangsang is not an 
inspiring place, but our accommodation was 
comfortable and the aerial loo has impressive views to 
the local hills.  However, an ability to whistle while in 
occupation has advantages. 
 

Soon after Sangsang we turned north and almost 
immediately crossed the Raga Tsangpo river via a 
concrete bridge.  Surprisingly the track was quite well-
defined and in a reasonable condition; not something 
that we were accustomed to in Tibet.  The early part of 
the track followed a broad valley system populated by 
numerous nomadic communities with their sheep, 
goats and yaks.  All the people that we met were 
friendly and happy for us to take photographs, 
particularly when we produced our Polaroid camera.   

 
Continuation led over a high pass at around 5,300m 
from where we obtained excellent views of high 
mountains to the south, as well as a clear view of the 
route ahead.  It also provided our first view of Xung Zari, 

which looked less 
impressive than we had 
anticipated from 
satellite pictures.  
Beyond the pass we 
dropped to a plateau 
where the indigenous wild life was clearly undisturbed.  
Marmots, wild asses (kyang) and at least two varieties of 
gazelle were in abundance.   
 

Much later, after passing beneath a prominent red peak, we climbed to a second high pass at 
approximately 5,400m from where the SE side of Dobzebo was clearly visible.  There was 
less snow on both Xung Zari and Dobzebo than we had expected, probably reflecting the fact 
that 2005 had been an exceptionally dry year.  From the pass an obvious track led down to 
the thriving village of Tsha-tse, just to the south of Zuru Tso.   
 
Exploration and Ascent of Dobzebo  
 
Tsha-tse was an excellent spot from which to view the 
impressive NE Face of Dobzebo and the immediate 
access to the mountain.  From the north a long rocky 
spine led towards the summit ridge and to the right of 
this immense steep slabs formed a protective bastion 
that focused our attention.  From this direction 
Dobzebo more than justifies its name, which in 
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Tibetan means Stone Top.  Both of these approaches we would leave to more adventurous 
parties.  Local enquiries confirmed our belief that while a track circumscribed Dobzebo it was 
not possible to take vehicles far above the valley floor.  As a consequence we would have 
some distance to cover on foot to reach our proposed line of ascent up the prominent SW 
Ridge.   
 
Driving south from Tsha-tse towards the monastery 
and hot springs at its SE foot we followed the river 
and valley system to the SE until it became 
impassable for motorised transport.  As it was we 
probably proceeded too far since the Land Cruiser 
suffered a broken half-shaft at 5,120m, prompting an 
immediate halt and the establishment of our first 
base camp (Base Camp 1).  With a little mechanical 
ingenuity the Land Cruiser limped back to Shigatse 
for repair while we explored potential routes onto 
Dobzebo from the south. 
 

Our first exploration followed the grassy spur due 
west of the base camp. This led onto convoluted, 
broken terrain below the southern glacier at 
around 5,500m, but from a high point of 5,760m 
we were provided with much important 
geographical information.  Firstly, inspection 
indicated that there was no direct entry onto the 
SW Ridge due to a covering of dangerously steep, 
unstable scree on its southern aspect.  Secondly, 
it showed that access to the lower regions of the 
SW Ridge would be problematic from this direction 
due to the distance involved and the considerable 
height that would be lost.  Thirdly, and most 

importantly, close scrutiny with binoculars suggested that access to the southern glacier might 
be possible from either its left or right bank without too much objective danger.  From the 
glacier it was anticipated that we could reach the summit ridge, although it was not clear 
whether we could then proceed to the highest point. 
 
The following day was spent continuing the exploration 
of the valley to the south of where we were camped and 
the ascent of a high point (5,505m) from where a better 
perspective of the southern aspect of Dobzebo could be 
seen.  In addition to the abundant wild life seen in this 
valley (which included picas, wild asses, partridges 
(snow birds) and large unidentified birds of prey), the 
view from the high point confirmed the complexity of the 
summit ridge while at the same time supporting an 
approach via the south glacier. 

 
With little benefit to be derived from further exploration of 
the area surrounding base camp, with the help of Dawa, 
Kusang and Lotta we relocated the climbing group to 
Camp 1 on a sandy bed among the moraines at 5,690m.  
Water was not 
directly accessible 
at this camp but it 
was available a 
short distance away 
from several frozen 

glacial pools, although these were hard to locate unless 
one knew precisely where they were. 
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Ascending the lateral moraine above the camp the following day led easily to a large basin 
and the glacier snout with its impressive 30m ice wall.  A route did lead up looser terrain on 
the right (true left), however, to a height of 5,885m where an easy step allowed access to a 
shallow ramp crossing the glacier from right to left.  With all concerns about getting onto the 
glacier now proven unfounded we happily returned to camp 1. 
 

We had already decided that provided we could get safely 
onto the glacier then we would locate another camp on a 
level section of the glacier just below the final steep slopes 
leading to the summit 
ridge.  In order to do 
this a preliminary carry 
was necessary, which 
also acted as part of the 
acclimatisation process.  
Camp 2 was 

subsequently located on this level ground at a height of 
6,100m and was occupied on the 7th October.   

 
Since Bill was suffering somewhat from the aggressive 
acclimatisation regime he stayed in Camp 2 the following 
day while we three others decided to climb the prominent 
North Peak immediately above our camp.  We knew that 
this peak was not Dobzebo’s highest summit, but access 
looked relatively 
straightforward and 
it would provide a 
unique view of the 

summit.  On account of the cold we did not leave 
camp until 10.20 but the weather remained clear and 

there was no 
significant 

wind.  
Moreover, we 

only 
anticipated a short climb of a few hundred metres 
and little horizontal distance (0.75km) to reach the 
top.  The initially easy snow slopes gradually 
steepened to around 30-40º but we soon reached a 
small rocky outcrop from where a corniced ridge led 
to the compact rocky North summit (6,412m, 2.5h).  
Only the last few metres were steep (70-90º) but 

these presented no technical problem. 
 

As expected, the summit views were stupendous.  Being 
an isolated mountain, Dobzebo offered uninterrupted 
vistas in virtually all directions; the Himalaya to the 
south, Lungmari to the north and the main summit(s) to 
the west.  From this vantage point the ridge to the major 
summit(s) looked long and difficult.  It seemed 
improbable that 
we could reach 
these from our 
existing camps. 
 

Camp 2 was dismantled the next day and we returned 
directly to Base Camp. Once again Kusang and Lotta 
volunteered to collect the residual equipment from 
Camp 1 so we were spared the task of re-ascending 
to clear the site.  The problem now was how to get to 
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the foot of the SW Ridge without an 
inordinately long carry from the valley.  The 
issue was resolved following a visit to the 
mayor of Tsha-tse who was prepared to 
provide horses for a consideration.  We 
therefore relocated our base camp to the 
valley NW of Dobzebo (Base Camp 2) at a 
height of 5,005m.  The views of the NE Face 
of Dobzebo from Base Camp 2 were 
impressive.  From here it was possible to see 
the detail on the NW Ridge and admire the 
granite slabs guarding the crest to its right. 
 

Three horses with their drivers arrived the 
morning after we moved base camp and we 
travelled some 7km up the valley to establish 
Camp 3 beside a large lake at the foot of the 
SW Ridge at a height of 5,503m.  Despite the 
sunny weather it was cold and windy at this 
camp and sitting around outside of the tents 
was not a favoured option.  We spent one day 

reconnoitring the ridge, particularly from a 
rocky knoll just to the west of the camp.  Apart 
from one mauvais pas a little below the 
snowline we had high hopes that we could 
ascend this ridge with little difficulty even 
though the height gain of around 900m was 
considerable at this altitude. 

 
Leaving at 5.30am we climbed directly to the 
Ridge up steep uneven blocks trying hard to 
avoid unpleasant scree in the dark.  It was not 
difficult, but it was testing on the patience and 
very cold at -15º.  Very soon we were all wearing 
duvets, double gloves and all our thermal clothes 
(one member wearing eight layers in an attempt 
to maintain warmth).  Frost bite was only a hairs 
breadth away, as those with single skin boots 
and inefficient gloves were soon to discover.  
Fortunately permanent damage was avoided, 

although not without continued discomfort for 
the remainder of the trip. 
 
We were well established on the Ridge when 
the sun rose, climbing over relatively easy 
ground somewhat reminiscent of Bristly Ridge 
on the Glyders.  The Ridge started broadly but 
gradually sharpened to a fine rocky arête 
offering some simple scrambling.  The views 
were impressive, especially to the south and 
northwards towards the Lungmari range.  The 
anticipated mauvais pas was a non event, as we 
could easily bypass it to the south, and we 
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steadily climbed to the snow cap which 
started some 150m below the summit.  Here 
we roped up before climbing the corniced 
ridge to the snowy summit (6,429m, 
Dobzebo South) which we reached at 
12.30pm.  Cho Oyu, Shisha Pangma and 
Everest were clearly visible to the south and 
Loimbo Kangri (7,095m) could be seen 
some way off a little to the south of west.  
The Lungmari range was, of course, visible 
to the north. 
 

More importantly, we had a good view over 
the remainder of the Dobzebo massif.  A 
prominent rock peak of similar height to the 
south summit protruded between where we 
stood and Dobzebo North, but it was not 
visually possible to determine whether it was 
higher or lower.  Prior altitude scanning 
analysis of the satellite maps suggested that 
the South Peak was indeed the higher 
summit, but it was evident that we would be 
leaving this final major top to future more 

adventurous parties. 
 
The descent to Camp 3 was rapid, taking 
under 2h from the summit.  Derek and Al 
descended further to Base Camp 2, ostensibly 
to rearrange the pick up time for the 
horsemen, but in reality not wishing to spend 
another cold windy night at Camp 3.  This took 
a further 2h and with hindsight was not a wise 
decision.  We both arrived exhausted, 
although recovered somewhat after tea and 

doughnuts followed by egg and chips! 
 
Martin and Bill returned with the horses 
the next day while Al and Derek simply 
chilled out at Base Camp 2 and 
photographed the local nomads who 
came to visit.  Having recovered by the 
following day, however, we left Martin and 

Bill relaxing in order to visit the local hot 
springs.  While not in the Yellowstone class, 
these springs produce copious quantities of 
hot sulphurous water and provide some 
interesting photographic opportunities.  As 
such they are well worth a visit for those with a 
few hours to spare. 
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Camp 2 via Camp 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Routes to both North 
and SW summits of 
Dobzebo, Russian 
1:200,000 map 
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Satellite map of Dobzebo and surrounding area, Google Earth 
 
Exploration to the North of Zuru Tso  
 
Having completed the ascent of Dobzebo 
we had the choice of exploring further 
north or relocating for an attempt on Xung 
Zari.  There were two major reasons for 
exploring further north.  Firstly, Xung Zari 
lacked attractiveness and appeared more 
as a rounded snow dome from the 
perspective that we had of it, with 
unpleasant screes lower down.  Secondly, 
and perhaps not unexpectedly, there was 
an element of tiredness within the party 
with little enthusiasm for a third major 
ascent – at least not within the next few 
days. 

 
Following a leisurely start we therefore 
decamped and drove along a well marked 
dirt track via Tsha-tse to Zuru Tso.  
Despite the Gizi map suggesting the 
contrary, the road clearly follows the east 
side of the lake and it was not long before 
we began to get good views of the south 
and east side of the Lungmari range.  Just 
north of Zuru Tso a multiplicity of tracks 
hindered navigation but eventually we 
arrived at the small hamlet of Derok 
(4,632m) at the foot of the Cershi 
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Monastery.  We established Base Camp 3 by the side of the Tatok Tsangpo river a short 
distance beyond the hamlet. 
 
Base Camp 3 offered impressive 
views of the eastern side of the 
Lungmari massif, which is 
considerably more extensive than it 
appears from Tsha-tse.  There are 
several peaks in this vicinity that 
would make reasonable objectives for 
future parties, provided that 
reasonable access points can be 
found.  At this stage, however, we 
were more concerned with general 
exploration and were not intending to 
do anything too energetic.   

 
Our first objective was to visit the 
Bonpo Monastery of Cershi, which 
was only a short drive from our camp.  
Like many monasteries in Tibet, 
Cershi was partially destroyed during 
the Cultural Revolution but has now 
been rebuilt.  It currently houses 15 
monks, all taken from, and supported 
by, the hamlet of Derok.  The situation 
of the Cershi Monastery is impressive 
as it sits on an elevated platform 
nestled beneath the Lungmari massif.  
The monks were extremely friendly 
and were very happy for us to observe 
their devotions and to take 

photographs. 
 
Later the same day we drove further 
north to the road-head at the southern 
end of Dangra Yutso lake.  
Interestingly, while this lake has no 
obvious outlet it is only very slightly 

brackish, if at all, and it hosts significant numbers of 
aquatic birds, including grebes and what appeared 
to be black-headed cranes.  While it is possible to 
drive further on the eastern side of this lake there is 
no well marked track and there is little reason to do 
so.  No further mountains of any significance can be 
observed until some way to the north and it is 
probably best to access these from that direction, 
rather than from the south.  Shepherds, and 
presumably monks, do travel this way on route to 
Tsochen and the northern monasteries but there is 
little evidence of the passage of vehicular traffic.  
Moreover, it seems unlikely that Tsochen could be 
accessed this way other than on foot. 
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With little further to warrant exploration in this area we decamped the following day with the 
intention of driving to Tsha-tse for the night.  Cold winds and the appearance of significant 
cloudy weather, however, prompted a change in plan so we eventually continued on to 
Sangsang with the intention of travelling on to Everest Base Camp for a view of the North 
Face. 
 
The Finale.  Everest Base Camp and Home  

 
It was now time for relaxation and 
general sightseeing.  We had explored 
the region around Dobzebo and made 
the first ascents of the North and South 
Summits.  Additionally we had explored 
the region to the east and north of the 
Lungmari massif.  From Sangsang we 
drove to Saga with the intention of 
crossing to Tingri and from there going 
into the Qomolangma National Nature 
Preserve.  The dark clouds we had seen 
earlier, however, had brought bad 
weather and deposited significant 

quantities of new snow.   
 
We sat out one bad day in Saga, with 
most of the party incapacitated to 
varying degrees by dysentery, and 
then decided to attempt the crossing 
to Tingri via Pelkhu Tso lake.  
Unfortunately as we progressed south 
the weather deteriorated, but this 
alone may not have caused us to turn 
back.  More importantly a western 
party that we had met earlier were in 
difficulty when their Land Cruiser ran 
into a deep ditch and would not 
restart.  A tow and some mechanical 
assistance from Quangming solved the first problem but it was evident that this was a poorly 
maintained vehicle that apart from anything else did not have fully functioning four-wheel 
drive.  It soon found another hole and another engine problem.  Several hours later, after 
Quangming had administered more technical expertise, and with around 200km still to go, it 
was clear we would not get to Tingri before nightfall.  Sanity prevailed and both parties 
returned to Saga. 
 

The next day we travelled the 
long way round to New Tingri 
(Shigar).  From there we 
visited the Rongbuk 
Monastery and made our 
pilgrimage to Everest Base 
Camp.  There were no 
climbing parties in residence, 
but the weather was kind and 
the views were tremendous.  
After many photographs we 
returned to Shigar.  From 
there we travelled on via 
Shigatse to Lhasa and the 
eventual journey to Beijing and 
home. 
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Key Locations and Altitudes 
 

Location Height Latitude Longitude Date(s) 
     
Base Camp 1 5,120m N 29°56.920’ E 86°29.385’ 1-3, 9 -10 Oct 
Camp 1 5,690m N 29°57.040’ E 86°27.730’ 4-6 Oct 
Camp 2 6,100m N 29°57.664’ E 86°27.288’ 7-8 Oct 
Dobzebo North outcrop ? N 29°57.866’ E 86°27.249’ 8  Oct 
Dobzebo North summit 6,412m N 29°57.983’ E 86°26.99 8’ 8 Oct 
Base Camp 2 5,005m N 29°59.708’ E 86°26.539’ 11, 14 -16 Oct 
Camp 3 5,503m N 29°56.316’ E 86°25.252’ 12-13 Oct 
Dobzebo SW summit 6,429m N 29°57.233’ E 86°26.659’ 14 Oct 
Base Camp 3 4,622m N 30°40.489’ E 86°34.922’ 17-18 Oct 

 
Itinerary  
 

24th September Fly to Beijing 
25th September Arrive Beijing 
26th September Fly to Lhasa via Chengdu 
27th September Acclimatisation in Lhasa 
28th September Acclimatisation in Lhasa 
29th September Drive to Shigatse 
30th September Drive to Sangsang 
1st October Drive to Tsha-tse, establish Base Camp-1 
2nd October Recce S Face Dobzebo 
3rd October Explore valley SSW of BC-1 & high point due S 
4th October Establish Camp 1 under S Face at 5,690m 
5th October Recce route onto S glacier at 5,885m 
6th October Carry to Camp 2 on S glacier at 6,100m 
7th October Establish Camp 2 
8th October Ascent of S Face to N summit (6,412m)  
9th October Return to BC-1 
10th October Rest at BC-1 
11th October Relocate to BC-2 
12th October Establish Camp 3 at foot of SW Ridge, 5,503m 
13th October Recce approach & route up SW Ridge 
14th October Ascent of SW Ridge to SW Summit (6,429m) 
15th October Regroup at BC-2 
16th October Explore local hot springs 
17th October Relocate to E side of Lungmari massif 
18th October Visit Cershi monastery & explore route to Dangra Yutso lake 
19th October Drive to Sangsang 
20th October Drive to Saga 
21st October Poor weather, enforced stay in Saga 
22nd October Attempted crossing to Tingri aborted. Remain Saga 
23rd October Drive to Shigar 
24th October Drive to Rongbuk monastery, visit Everest BC, return Shigar 
25th October Drive to Shigatse 
26th October Drive to Lhasa 
27th October Rest day in Lhasa 
28th October Flight to Beijing 
29th October Sightseeing in Beijing 
30th October Return flight to London 
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Income & Expenditure  
 
Expenditure: 
 
Personal Insurance (4 x £266.60) 
    £1,064.40 
Excess baggage (Beijing) £65.00 
In-country costs   £13,319.00 
Maps    £127.20 
Satellite photos   £80.00 
Polaroid camera & Film  £38.00 
Medical Supplies  £10.00 
Visas (Chinese)   £120.00 
Gratuities   £200.00 
Office costs & Report  £40.00 
 
 
 
  Total:  £15,063.60 
 

Income: 
 
Members Contributions   £13,188.60 
(£3,297.15per person) 
 
MEF Grant   £675.00 
 
BMC Grant   £1,200.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Total:  £15,063.60 

  
 


