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Expedition Planning and Preparation
Paul’'s diary entry 15 July 2006 12:15
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From October 2004 we started preparations in earnest. The team was finalised,
with a definite commitment made by each member to the expedition. Fundraising
started, individual training requirements were assessed, a budget and bank
account organised. Our logistics support, Paul Walker of Tangent Expeditions
International Ltd, was consulted on possible expedition areas, permits,
equipment hire and many other things.

Our first milestone was a week long training trip to Chamonix (19*" - 24*"
September 2005) in the French Alps, see appendix 1. As well as serving as
useful experience and training for all of us it also gave us the opportunity to
discuss our plans and options for our time on the ice. We examined various
options, and aerial photos as provided by our logistics support at Tangent
Expeditions. Having hacked our way around the Mer de Glace and spent a
goodly sum of Euros in the climbing shops of Chamonix our preparation for
Greenland was well underway.

After the September training our preparations began to take on a more tangible
form. After checking the Royal Geographic Society website for possible sponsors
and grants, letters and an information pack were sent out to win some money for
our truly exploratory adventure. Manufacturers and suppliers were approached
for sponsorship of all manner of items; tents, climbing equipment, food to name
but a few. See appendix 2 for the pre-expedition information pack. Appendix 3
contains details of companies and trusts we contacted during fundraising for the
expedition.

Duties were divided up among the team so that everyone was involved in the
preparatory phase of the expedition. Paul acting as overall co-ordinator kept
things moving and ensured that we didn’t miss any vital points. Efforts continued
and were punctuated by some significant events. Paul and Andrew were invited
to attend the Royal Geographic Society for an interview with the Mount Everest
Foundation in January 2006. In March 2006 the Young Explorers Trust kindly
examined our expedition during their vetting of all BEG expeditions and gave it a
thumbs up.

Not only were mundane logistics being organised during this time. Individually
many of us put in some effort to get some winter training done. A good few



& , % <&% % 5

, . . & %
& & %
% 63 4 , DDE 2 : - % &%
% G & % , C35«<- - &
5 ? 9DDE % 5
5 % 1 5 %% , % & & 5 %
., % & % % &
% : $% , 5 ,
% : 5 & % ,& &
% DDE$ & % < %
< % & :
5 & 5 & G- , %
5 % & % 1 & <& % <
< < < <
* & & % <&% %
= . & % %
& 6 & , :
& 7 8< & <

%& % ,&% & % : 5 5 % &
& % * % % ,

The result of 4 days toil and strife
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17.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Sunday 30** July

Monday 31&F July
Tuesday 1® August

Wednesday 2** August

Thursday 3* August
Friday 4** August
Saturday 5" August
Sunday 6* August

Monday 7“* August

Tuesday 8* August

$ %

of peak 6.

Long ski tour round SW
ridge. Starting on the
camp side of the ridge,
finishing with exhilarating

downhill ski. Ski ascent of

peak 7.

Bad weather day. Built
Igloo.

Bad weather day. Snow
art proliferates.

Last climb. Ascend
different route to peak 4.
Explore Andy'’s crevasse.

Clean and pack. Get
ready to fly out.

Stuck on ice by bad
weather.

Stuck on ice by bad
weather.

Stuck on ice by bad
weather.

Fly out from icecap to
Isafjdr_ur and onto
Reykjavik

Fly Keflavik to Fleathrow

& ' '&()

Elevation: 2304m

Peak 7: 69°37'36"N

027452'27" W
Elevation: 2287m

Last ski dump:
69°38'12"N
027°44’'30" W
Elevation: 1979m



Climbing & Skiing Routes



/2@



Climbing & Skiing Routes 2

Key
I Feature marker with label
. Ski dump

Climbed or skied route
----------- > Direction for orientation
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