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THE BRITISH NEPALESE ARMY
ANNAPURNA EXPEDITION 1970

The Arm)r, Mountaineering Association's major expedition for 1970 left England on 10th March
for Nepal to climb ANNAPURNA 1 (26,545 feet).” As the tenth highest mountain”in, the world
ANNAPURNA [, which has been climbed only once previously by a French expedition in 1950,
presented one of the greatest challenges in the Himalayas.

This joint British-Nepalese venture under the patronage of Field-Marshal Sir Gerald Templer, a
former President of the Army Mountaineering Association and General Surendra Bahadur Shaha,
Commander-in-Chief The Royal Nepalese Army, for which planning had been going on for well over
a year, followed the previous successful Arma/ Mountameen’cf; Association expeditions to East
Greenland in 1968 and the Hindu Kush in 1969 when Tirich Mir (25,263 feet) was climbed by a team

which included four members of this year’s Annapurna expedition.

The party, consisted of eight British members and two Gurkha soldiers, and two officers of
the Nepalese Army. In addition six high altitude Sherpas were engaged and the plan was to make the
ascent of the mountain by the North Face during May.

The Expedition Commander was Major BM. Niven, MBE, 10th Gurkha Rifles, and the British
element included six other serv_mq members of HM. Forces - five from the Army and one Royal Marine
and a Medical Officer formerly in'the Royal Air Force.

Captain K.B.S. Kent, R0¥a| Si%nals, Base Commander of the Annapurna South Face Expedition
was taken on to the military strength of the North Face Expedition at the request of the Director of

Amy Training.

_The expedition which was co-sponsored t&y the Ministry of Defence. &Army) and endorsed by the
Joint Services Expedition Trust, was org,amse by the Executive Committee of the Army Mountain-
eering Association under the Chairmanship of Lieutenant-Colonel C.G. Wylie who was rgamsmﬁ,
Secretary of the successful 1953 Everest Expedition. Finance came from a number of sources which
included ervate contributions from members, and grants from Army Department Adventure Training
Funds, The Nuffield Trust and the Mount Everest Foundation.

Effort was necessarily concentrated on c_Iimbinl\% this ver%_formidabl_e mountain, In addition,
however, research was carfied qut in High Altitude Medicine, bird migration, and it is hoped to
contribute to the accurate mapping of the area.

A successful ascent of Annapumna | (26,545 feet) was made on 20th May 1970 b Captain Henry
Day, RE and Major G.F. Owens, WFR. The two climbers who reached Camp 5 (24,500 fegt) and
backed up the summit party were Captain Douglas Keelan and Sergeant John Anderson. The two
Sherpas who also carried Stores to Camp 5 were Sona Girmi and Pertemba.



THE BRITISH NEPALESE ARMY
ANNAPURNA EXPEDITION 1970
INDIVIDUAL BIOGRAPHIES

THE TEAM

BRITISH MEMBERS

1 Climbing Leader
and Organiser:

Unit:

Home:

Biography:

2. Rations Officer
and Ornithologist:
Unit;
Home:

Biography:

3. Cine-photographer:
Unit;
Home:

Biography:

4. Climber:
Unit:

Home:

Biography:

Captain MW. Henry DAY, Royal Engineers (Age 27)

Junior Leaders® Reqément, Royal Enginerrs, Old Park
Barracks, DOVER, Kent,

Colonel ,‘Retd) RW. DAY, OBE (Father)
6 Parkhill Court, KNUTSFORD, Cheshire.

Honours_degree in Mechanical Sciences, Elected to the
Alpine_Club in 1963, and the committee in 1969,
Expeditions include AMA Tirich Mir 1969 SDe uty Leader).
Summit party (25,263 ft). 1st ascent of Little Tirich

20,869 ft%; Cambridge ‘Indian Kishtwar Expedition 1965
reached 20,000 ft approx on Bramha I);Cambridge

hitral Expedition 1964 (Leader, seven peaks up to
19,000t in Swat_Kohistan). Alpine_routes include via
Olympia,in the Catinaccio and S. Face of Geant, Chamonix.
Skied High Level Route in 1964, failed to in 1969.

Major Gerry F. OWENS, Worcesters and Foresters
Regiment (Age 3)

Bommando Training Centre, Royal Marines, LYMPSTONE,
evon.

Mrs. L.P. PAINE D*ACRES, Coastal Drive, Greatstone
on Sea, ROMNEY MARSH, Kent.

Committee member Army Bird Watching Society.
Exgedltlons include AMA Tirich Mir 1969 (summit party
25,263 ft%. Leader of fwo Regimental parties to High
Atlas 1966, 1967. Assistant Leader of Army Junior
Leaders expedition to Corsica 1964. Alping routes
include Old Brenva.

Captain Tim E.F. TAYLOR, Royal Green Jackets (Age 27)
Depot The Royal Green Jackets, WINCHESTER.

Lieutenant Commander T.E.F. TAYLOR, MBE RN (Retd)
Father) Brays Court, Awre, NEWNHAM-ON-SEVERN,
loucestershire.

Sometime Chief Instructor Norway Outward Bound School.
Expeditions include AMA Greenland 1968. Led ski and
mountalneerlng party to Canadian Rockies 1969, (climbed
30 peaks). Led party to Romsaal 1966. Four Alpine seasons.

Captain G. Douglas B. KEELAN, Royal Marines (Age 27)

Bommando Training Centre, Royal Marines, LYMPSTONE,
evon.

I\grs. S.E.L. KEELAN (Wife), Tregony, THORVERTON,
evon.

Chief Instructor Royal Marines Arctic Warfare Training.
Member Alpine Club. Expeditions include RN East
Greenland. 1st ascents up to ?rade Vin Schweizerland
1966. Led expedition to Mount Kenya 1962. Climbed
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Bommando Training Centre, Royal Marines, LYMPSTONE,
evon.
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Chief Instructor Royal Marines Arctic Warfare Training.
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Mt Kinabalu, N. Bomeo 1963. Alpine routes include
S. Face of Aig Mummery (V).
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Lieutenant Richard A. SUMMERTON, Royal Engineers
(Age 24)

65 Corps Support Squadron, RE, BFPO 31,

M. WA SUMMERTON (Father) 84 Woodland Way, WEST
WICKHAM, Kent.

Exgedltlons include AMA Tirich Mir 1969 %summlt arty
25,263 ft), 1st ascent of Little Tirich 20,869 ft). rothay
Group to Uganda, Poland and Foula. Attempted to ski
High Level route in 1969.

Sergeant J. (Andy) ANDERSON, Royal Engineers (Age 25)
Army Mountain Training Centre, Fort George, Invernesshire.

Mrs. D. McCOMBES (Mother) 107 Moss Lane, ALTRINGHAM,
Cheshire.

Regimental Signals Instructor. Instructor at Arm6y Mountain
Training Centre. AMA Tirich Mir Expedition 1969 (summit
party on first ascent of Little Tirich 20,869 ft). Four
seasons in Romsdal and Dolomites. Best routé via
Olympia on Catinaccio.

Flight Lieutenant (Retd) David P.M. JONES, BSc, MB,
BCL, MRCGP, Doctor (Age 38)

Mrs. Glenys JONES (Wife) Taliesin, Stony Lane, EWENNY,
near Bridgend, Glamorgan.

Graduate in Botany, Zoology and Anthropology. Expeditions
include Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Icelandic Expedition
g%&) and Lord Hunt’s to Greenland (1960?. Seconded to
N ydrograyhlc survey and Member of Falkland Islands
57-1959). RAF Mountain Rescue team 251957)'

Survey, (1 )

Climbed in Frenchand Swiss Alps (1965 and 196

Major Bruce M NIVEN, MBE, MA, 10th Gurkha Rifles
(Age 34)

Gurkha Independent Parachute Company, Jungle Warfare
School, JOHORE, Malaysia.

Mrs. J.R. NIVEN (Mother) 80 Comiston Drive, EDINBURGH
10, Scotland.

Honours degree in Geography. Experienced in trekking in
Nepal. Responsible for'seeing the expedition to Base
Camp, and for evacuation of party.

Lance Corporal PURNABAHADUR Mall Ist/2nd (KEQ)
Gurkha Rifles.

Gurkha Independent Parachute Company, Jungle Warfare
School, JOHORE, Malaysia.

Bishnukumari Thakurni (Mother), Champkot, Gandaki,
West Nepal.

Lance Corporal BUDHIBAHADUR Gurung 6th (QEQ)
Gurkha Rifles.

Gurkha Independent Parachute Company, Jungle Warfare
School, JOHORE, Malaysia.

Surjakumari Gurungeseni (Wife) Gorapani, Gandaki,
West Nepal.
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11. Liaison Officer:
12. Liaison Officer:

SHERPAS engaged by the Expedition

13. Sirdar;

14, )
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! 6.) ISIigh Altitude Porters:
17.) )

18. Cook:

Major YUDDA BIKRAM SHAH, CA/rO R%ﬂ Nepalese
Captain BAGIRATH NASSIMHA RANA. KaTﬁ/mandu.

SONAM GIRMI
PEMBA NORBU
ANG DORIE
PERTEMBA
ILA TASHI
SONA

ZOCAT/OAf A1/9P
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