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In trod,wtion 
Four young Scots drove to the Hindu Kush in ic)65 and entered the hitherto unexplored 

head\vaters of the Bashgal valley. Theirs was a small mobile Expedition, planned and executed 
in the traditions of the Corriemuizie Mountaineering Club, taking little precedent from previous 
himalayan exploration. The party set up its basecamp above Panajir (350 53'N 7i°3i'E) and 
ascended the Shoshgal valley. Carrying food and equipment with them, they crossed a low coT 
on the east ridge of Koh-i-Chrebek and descended the Suigal. Throughout this excursion the 
whole party moved together, splitting up to ascend mountains from each of five individual 
camps. They claimed several fine summits, the most notable of which were Koh-i-Chrebek 
(629am), Koh-i-Morug (6435111)  and Koh-i-Sisgeikh (6130111). The team also crossed the ridge 
which falls east from Koh-i-Morusg and looked southwards into the "lost valley", which they 
did not realise to be the northernmost tributary of the Schurigal. They noted a host of attractive 
000m peaks in the south and resolved to return to them, 

Philip Tranter, the leader of the 196 Hindu Kush Expedition, was killed in i q66. This 
tragedy occurred in northern France in a motor vehicle accident when he was returning from a 
climbing holiday in Turkey and the Alps : this Scotland was deprived of a promising engineer 
and explorer. his friend, Ian Rowe, took over the organisation of the next Expedition. With 
a party of six. Ian Rowe applied for permission to visit Wakhan and attempt Lunkho (6872w) 
- in 1967 the highest unclimbed neak in the Hindu Kush. The British Embassy in Kabul re-
garded the liclihoocl of this application being favourably received by,  the Afghans as very low 
and did not submit it. Therefore, another application was forwarded to Kabul, detailing the 
Suigal and Schurigal branches of the Bashgal as the main objectives. 

In Kabul, in July 1968, the Afghans intimated it might after all be possible to visit Wakhan, 
and after a week on tenterhooks the Expedition received permission to attempt Lunkho from the 
Ishmurghi valley. They did not know that the Japanese had already made the first ascent from 
the south, from Pakistan, in 1967. After many repulses with bad weather the team succeeded 
on Lunkho i:i early September, about three weeks after Austrian and Yugoslavian parties had 
reached the to1) from the adjacent Khandud valley. 

There was much scope remaining in the Ishmurgh valley, including the unclimbed Lunkho-
i-Knchek (634 111), and further within the Wakhan in the region of Koh-i-Baba Tangi. In 1969 
Alan North and Jim Tancred began plans to return to Wakhan in 1970. Ian Rowe threw in 
his lot, and Bill Sproul was recruited. When Jim Tancred had to withdraw for professional 
reasons, Will Tauber took his place, so completing the final four man team. From the outset, 
it became clear that re-entry to Wakhan might be dithcult. Polish friends, who usually had no 
problems with obtaining permission, had been refused in 1969. We learned in due course that 
the Wakhan was closed to us, anu only in May 1970 resubmitted our destination as the Darrah-
i-Toghv of the central Hindu Kush, a tributary of the Mnnjan. This was accepted only on our 
arrival in Kabul in July. 

Central Hindu Kush 
There has been intense exploration of the whole of the Hindu Kush chain within the last 

fifteen years. It is now the best known and best chronicled of the major Asian ranges. The most 
prominent historians of the region are the Pole, Boleslaw ChwascinskP and the Germans, Wolf-
gang Frey101213'26  and Adolf Diemberger120. Frey, in conjunction with Deutsche Naturfreundc, 
has established all information centre to help parties wislung to climb in the Hindu Kush30. 
The chain of the Central Hindu Kush runs southwestwards through Badakshan and curves west-
wards to the Anjoman p, before rising again to join the Kohe Khwaja Muhammad range. 
An important spur runs northwestwards from just south of the Dorah pass, and contains Koh-i-
Bandaka, the highest peak in the Central Hindu Kush. 

More specifically, we were interested in the mountains forming the watershed east of the 
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Munjan and west of the Bashgal valleys, approximately within the area limited by 35°oo' and 
36°40'N and 700  oo' and 710  3o'E. On the Munjan side of this part of the chain, there are several 
tributary valleys: in sequence from the north these are the Shahran, Deh Ambi, Wilo (very small), 
Mulaw, Youmeh, Khaaik, Panam (very small), Chaur, Parshui, and Parun (leading to the Woran 
pass). Of these valleys, only the Shahran, Mulaw, Parshui and Parun give access to peaks on the 
watershed. The following survey of recent climbing expeditions to the Central Hindu Kush is 
not comprehensive, and relates principally to the area defined above. 

Date Expedition, leader Reference Comments 

1956 British 1, 2, 3 Failed to climb Mir Samir. 
H. Carless and E. Newby 

1959 German 1 Climbed Mir Samir and peaks around Khawak 
H. Biller pass, Dasht Ribat and Galamastan. 

1960 British 1,4 Minor peaks around Anjoman pass. 
E. Baillie and J. Dunsheath 

1970 German Hindukush Expedition, 1960 1 Koh-e-Bandaka and six 5000m peaks in Paghar 
von Hansemann valley (off Anjoman). 

1961 German 1 Koh-e-Krebek and three other peaks from Mun- 
Bremen DAV jan side. 
J. Ruf 

1961 German 1 Deh Ambi valley (off Munjan) climbing seven 
Traunstein DAV peaks, and Shahran valley climbing Shak-e- 

Kabud and Koh-e-Marchech. 
1962 German 1 Koh-e-Mondi and Koh-e..Joumeh (Jumi) from 

Bamberger Hindukush Expedition, 1962 Chauir or Parshui valley and several peaks south 
S. Ziegler of the Weran pass. 

1962 German 1 Climbed thirteen 5000m peaks around upper 
RosenhgimHindukush Expedition, 1962 Anjoman valley and Pt. 5953 near the Rangul 
W. Kaesweber pass. 

1963 German 1, 5, 6 Koh-e-Bandaka, and first ascents of Koh-e- 
Garmish-Partenkirchen DAV Bandaka North peak and Koh-e-Bandaka Sakhi. 

1963 German 1 Bologron valley, east of the Anjoman. Climbed 
R. Reiser twenty-two peaks over 5000m. 

1963 German 1 Koh-e-Muhammad range, northeast of the 
Akademische Sektion, Munich, DAV Anjoman-Kokcha rivers. Climbed forty-two 

von Hillebrand peaks including Koh-e-Piv. 
1964 German 1 Koh-e-Muhammad range, Rakhuy and Ushnu 

(Munich) valleys. Seventeen peaks, most over 5000m. E. 
E. Haase Rinkl and W. Strasse murdered by porters. 

1964 German 1,13 Pagar valley, off Munjan. Crossed Kantivo pass 
Kempten-Munich Hindu Kush into Pech valley. 
Expedition, 1964 

Diepolder 
1964 German 1 Sanglich valley, between Koh-e-Bandaka and the 

Brernen DAV peaks north of Koh-e-Krebek, from the north. 
J. Ruf Climbed seventeen peaks around 5000m. 

1964 Japanese 1 Minor peaks near Koh-e-Bandaka. 
Nagoya University 
Prof. Matsui 

1965 German 1 Third ascent Koh-e-Bandaka. First ascents Koh- 
Eisenerzer Hindu Kush e-Bandaka Tawika, Koh-e-Bandaka Uris and 
Expedition, 1965 Koh-e-Akher Sakhi. 

1965 German 1,7,9,11 
Deutscher Naturfreunde 12, 13, 14, 15 
Hindu Kush Expedition 
M. Keierleber, W. Frey 

1965 Italian 1 Fourth ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka, by a new 
R. Varvelli route on the north face. Also climbed Punta 

Tbrino on north side of Bandaka. 
1965 Japanese 13 Chauir valley, off the Munjan. 

Oita Hindu Kush Expedition 
R. Nishi 

1965 British 13, 17, 18, 19, 20 Koh-e-Krebek and nine peaks at the head of 
Scottish Hindu Kush the Suigal, a tributary of the Bashgal. First ex- 
Expedition, 1965 pedition to use the Bashgal approach. 
P. N. Tranter 

1965 German Koh-e-Muhammad range, southern part. 
(Munich) 

1965 American 9 
Sierra Club, California 

This document has been downloaded from the RGS-IBG Expedition Reports Database and may be used for personal research
purposes only. It may not be reproduced or republished in any format without the prior permission of the Author(s) or the RGS-IBG



3 

1966 German 13 Mir Sarnir, third ascent. 
Allgauer Hindu Kush Expedition 
P. Albrecht, H. Pritschet 

1966 German 1, 7, 9, 11, 12, Completed exploration of Parshui valley. Climbed 
Bayerische Naturfreunde 13, 14, 15 twelve peaks over 5000m. Mapped area. 
Hindu Kush Expedition 
W. Frey 

1966 British Peaks around Munjan pass. 
(Manchester) 

1966 French 23 Failed on Koh-e-Bandaka. 
(Marseille) 

1966 German Northern Koh-e-Muhammad range. Climbed 
Kartner Hindu Kush eight peaks at head of Kesem valley. 
Expedition, 1966 

1966 Japanese Fifth ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka. 
1967 British 21, 22, 23 Climbed many peaks in Shahran valley, and 

Midlands Hindu Kush seventh ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka by new route 
Expedition, 1967 on south face. 
D. Scctt 

1967 Japanese 13, 22, 23 First ascent Koh-e-Yajun near Abi valley, 
Hiroshima University Anjoman - Munjan junction. 

1967 Italian 23 Second ascents of several peaks in Shahran 
L. Ratto valley. 

1967 American 23,13 Second ascents from Bashgal. 
J. & J,  Dozier 

1967 Japanese 23 Sixth ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka, fifth ascent of 
Chuhoh University, Tokyo Koh - e - Ka- Safed. 
K. Itakura 

1968 American 25 
Sierra Club, California Skurigal, tributary of Bashgal. Climbed Koh-e- 
E. Goldfarb Tundy Shagai Shah by southeast face. 

1968 Japanese 24 
Rissho University Failed on Koh-e-Iblar, in Bandaka region. 
M. Matsuura 

1968 Japanese 25 
Aichigakuin University Eighth ascent Koh-e-Bandaka, one member 
M. Namikawa killed. 

1967 Japanese 25 
Ogaki Expedition Climbed in the Pagar valley, making first ascent 
Y. Muto of Shai-i-Anjoman the last unclimbed 6000m 

1969 Austrian 29 peak in the area. 
Oesterreich Touristan Koh - e - Muhammad Range, Koh-e-Ka - Laghn, 
kub Expedition and nearby peaks. 
W. K. Stangl 

1970 Swiss 
1970 German or Swiss Koh-e-Bandaka. 
1970 Japanese 27, 28, 31 Shahran valley. 

Akita Hindu Kush Expedition Mulaw valley, Koh-e-Barph, Koh-e-Mulaw and 
K. Hrasawa Koh-e-Cousin. 

1970 Japanese 27 
Four expeditions 

1970 American 27 
J. Dozier Koh-e-Marchech by west ridge. 

1970 British 27 
British Hindu Kush Failed on east face of Koh-e-Bandaka Sakhi. 
Expedition, 1970 
B. Whybrow 

1970 British 27,31 
Imperial College, London Skurigal tributary of Bashgal, Shak-e-Kabud 
I. Staples and fourteen other peaks. 

1970 British 31 
Scottish Hindu Kush Expedition, 1970 Ten peaks in Mulaw valley. 
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Gncral rvport 

1. Travel by vehicle 

The Expedition left Scotland on 27 June in a 30 cwt. Ford Transit van. It was a pouring 
wet day and an ignominious beginning : the van battery was quite flat for an unknown reason 
and we could not start. Having not been able to obtain visas in London our immediate ob-
jective was the Royal Afghan Embassy in Kensington. We went there on the 29th and after 
some hard talking we were granted visas - the problem arose from the fact that permission for 
us to climb in the Central Hindu Kush had not yet arrived from Kabul. The visas were issued 
after the customary two day delay : we left Britain on ist July. Things were going badly in every 
way. We had been delayed four days over the visas, we had already crumpled a mudguard and 
wrecked a tyre, and the battery was mysteriously losing charge every night. Worst of all, our 
large consignment of duty-free beer had not arrived at Dover. 

We entered Belgium just before midnight, ate a pavement breakfast in Frankfurt, bought 
crampons in Munich, and sought an elusive Diemberger in Salzburg. Somewhere in the middle 
of Austria in the pitch-blackness and pouring rain the van stalled on a double bend across both 
tracks of a level crossing. The battery had drained flat whilst waiting for the train no a 
side-light was showing. Wilf rushed down the road in his underpants waving a red triangle into 
the lights of an approaching truck. Alan, Bill and Ian leapt out and struggled to push the laden 
van out of danger. This problem with the battery was getting to be a nuisance. 

We lunched in Belgrade, leaving hurriedly with a Yugoslavian parking ticket, and entered 
Bulgaria at midnight. The road from the Dragoman pass into Sofia had been greatly improved 
and we were searching the capital for petrol at 2.00 am. Speeding out of the town on deserted 
roads we collected a fine of 5  Lev for going too fast, and then settled down across the dull rolling 
country of east Bulgaria. After entering Turkey at breakfast time, we arrived at our primary 
destination in the early afternoon - the Sea of Marmara. 

Later, cooler, we drove into Istanbul and were entertained for an evening. The MoCamp 
was comfortable and not crowded and we spent a leisurely morning, not leaving the city until 
noon. The road from Istanbul to Ankara is probably one of the most lethal highways in the 
world with its high density of high-speed imbecile-driven vehicles; it was relaxing to reach the 
dluieter roads over the Anatolian plateau to the Black Sea. Slowing up now, we spent the day 
in an idyllic setting of sun, sands and sea and only moved on in the afternoon coolness. Nine 
o'clock saw us in Trabzon, prelude to an exciting night drive over the passes to Erzurum on a 
narrowing road but almost all surfaced. We were at the frontier under Mount Ararat by noon 
after a few hours sleep and 200 miles of rougher unsurfacecl road. 

After drinking tea and whisky with the customs' men their tea, our, whisky we pushed 
on through Maku and only stopped Tate at night in the hills before Tabriz. Foul omelettes in a 
Tabriz cafe introduced a long, sweaty, headachy day moving on towards Teheran - but the roads 
were first class and we were at the Camp Site near Teheran by tea-time. A good night's sleep, a 
morning swim, free petrol coupons from the Iranian Oil couipany and then an escape from the 
raucous dangerous cacophony of Teheran traffic - over the hills and away to Babol Sar. Once 
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