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Introduction

Four young Scots drove to the Hindu Kush in 1965 and entered the hitherto unexplored
headwaters of the Bashgal valley. Theirs was a small mobile Expedition, planned and executed
in the traditions of the Corriemulzie Mountaineering Club, taking little precedent from previous
Himalayan exploration. The party set up its basecamp above Panajir (35°53’N 71°31°E) and
ascended the Shoshgal valley. Carrying food and equipment with them, they crossed a low col
on the east ridge of Koh-i-Chrebek and descended the Suigal. Throughout this excursion the
whole party moved together, splitting up to ascend mountains from each of five individual
camps. They claimed several fine summits, the most notable of which were Koh-i-Chrebek
(62gom), Koh-i-Morusg (6435m) and Koh-i-Sisgeikh (6130m). The team also crossed the ridge
which falls east from Koh-i-Morusg and looked southwards into the “lost valley”, which they
did not realise to be the northernmost tributary of the Schurigal. They noted a host of attractive
sooom peaks in the south and resolved to return to them.

Philip Tranter, the leader of the 1965 Hindu Kush Expedition, was killed i 1966. This
tragedy occurred in northern France in a motor vehicle accident when he was returning from a
climbing holiday in Turkey and the Alps: thus Scotland was deprived of a promising engineer
and explorer. His friend, Ian Rowe, took over the organisation of the next Expedition. With
a party of six, Ian Rowe applied for permission to visit Wakhan and attempt Lunkho (6872m)
— in 1967 the highest unclimbed peak in the Hindu Kush. The British Embassy in Kabul re-
garded the lixelihood of this application being favourably received by the Afghans as very low
and did not submit it. Therefore, another application was forwarded to Kabul, detailing the
Suigal and Schurigal branches of the Bashgal as the main objectives.

In Kabul, in July 1968, the Afghans intimated it might after all be possible to visit Wakhan,
and after a week on tenterhooks the Expedition received permission to attempt Lunkho from the
Ishmurgh valley. They did not know that the Japanese had already made the first ascent from
the south, from Pakistan, in 1967. After many repulses with bad weather the team succeeded
on Lunkho in early September, about three weeks after Austrian and Yugoslavian parties had
reached the top from the adjacent Khandud valley.

There was much scope remaining in the Ishmurgh valley, including the unclimbed Lunkho-
1-Kuchek (6345m), and further within the Wakhan in the region of Koh-i-Baba Tangi. In 1969
Alan North and Jim Tancred began plans to return to Wakhan in 1970. Ian Rowe threw in
his lot, and Bill Sproul was recruited. When Jim Tancred had to withdraw for professional
reasons, Wilf Tauber took his place, so completing the final four man team. From the outset,
it became clear that re-entry to Wakhan might be difficult. Polish friends, who usually had no
problems with obtaining permission, had been refused in 1969. We learned in due course that
the Wakhan was closed to us, and only in May 1970 resubmitted our destination as the Darrah-
i-Toghw of the central Hindu Kush, a tributary of the Munjan. This was accepted only on our
arrival in Kabul in July.

Central Hindu Kush

There has been intense exploration of the whole of the Hindu Kush chain within the last
fifteen years. It is now the best known and best chronicled of the major Asian ranges. The most
prominent historians of the region are the Pole, Boleslaw Chwascinski! and the Germans, Wolf-
gang Freyl!121326 and Adolf Diemberger®?. Frey, in conjunction with Deutsche Naturfreunde,
has established an information centre to help parties wishing to climb in the Hindu Kush3.
The chain cf the Central Hindu Kush runs southwestwards through Badakshan and curves west-
wards to the Anjoman pass, before rising again to join the Kohe Khwaja Muhammad range.
An important spur runs northwestwards from just south of the Dorah pass, and contains Koh-i-
Bandaka, the highest peak in the Central Hindu Kush.

More specifically, we were interested in the mountains forming the watershed east of the
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Munjan and west of the Bashgal valleys, approximately within the area limited by 35°c0" and
36°40'N and 70°00” and 71°30'E. On the Munjan side of this part of the chain, there are several
tributary valleys : in sequence from the north these are the Shahran, Deh Ambi, Wilo (very small),
Mulaw, Youmeh, Khaaik, Panam (very small), Chaur, Parshui, and Parun (leading to the Woran
pass). Of these valleys, only the Shahran, Mulaw, Parshui and Parun give access to peaks on the
watershed. The following survey of recent climbing expeditions to the Central Hindu Kush is
not comprehensive, and relates principally to the area defined above.
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Expedition, leader Reference
British 1,2,3
H. Carless and E. Newby

German 1
H. Biller

British 1,4
E. Baillie and J. Dunsheath

German Hindukush Expedition, 1960 1
von Hansemann

German 1
Bremen DAV

]. Ruf

German 1
Traunstein DAV

German 1
Bamberger Hindukush Expedition, 1962

S. Ziegler

German 1

Rosenheim-Hindukush Expedition, 1962
W. Kaesweber

German 1,5,6
Garmish-Partenkirchen DAV

German 1
R. Reiser

German 1

Akademische Sektion, Munich, DAV
A. von Hillebrand

German 1
(Munich)
E. Haase
German 1,13

Kempten-Munich Hindu Kush
Expedition, 1964
B. Diepolder

German 1
Bremen DAV

J. Ruf

Japanese 1

Nagoya University

Prof. Matsui

German 1
Eisenerzer Hindu Kush

Expedition, 1965

German 1,.7;9;11

Deutscher Naturfreunde 12,13, 14, 15
Hindu Kush Expedition

M. Keierleber, W. Frey

Italian 1
R. Varvelli

Japanese 13
Oita Hindu Kush Expedition

R. Nishi

British 13,17,18,19, 20
Scottish Hindu Kush

Expedition, 1965

P. N. Tranter

German

(Munich)

American 9

Sierra Club, California

Comments
Failed to climb Mir Samir.

Climbed Mir Samir and peaks around Khawak
pass, Dasht Ribat and Galamastan.
Minor peaks around Anjoman pass.

Koh-e-Bandaka and six 5000m peaks in Paghar
valley (off Anjoman).

Koh-e-Krebek and three other peaks from Mun-
jan side.

Deh Ambi valley (off Munjan) climbing seven
peaks, and Shahran valley climbing Shak-e-
Kabud and Koh-e-Marchech.

Koh-e-Mondi and Koh-e-Joumeh (Jumi) from
Chauir or Parshui valley and several peaks south
of the Weran pass.

Climbed thirteen 5000m peaks around upper
Anjoman valley and Pt. 5953 near the Rangul
pass.

Koh-e-Bandaka, and first ascents of Koh-e-
Bandaka North peak and Koh-e-Bandaka Sakhi.
Bologron valley, east of the Anjoman. Climbed
twenty-two peaks over 5000m.
Koh-e-Muhammad range, northeast of the
Anjoman-Kokcha rivers. Climbed forty-two
peaks including Koh-e-Piv.

Koh-e-Muhammad range, Rakhuy and Ushnu
valleys. Seventeen peaks, most over 5000m. E.
Rinkl and W. Strasse murdered by porters.
Pagar valley, off Munjan. Crossed Kantivo pass
into Pech valley.

Sanglich valley, between Koh-e-Bandaka and the
peaks north of Koh-e-Krebek, from the north.
Climbed seventeen peaks around 5000m.
Minor peaks near Koh-e-Bandaka.

Third ascent Koh-e-Bandaka. First ascents Koh-
e-Bandaka Tawika, Koh-e-Bandaka Uris and
Koh-e-Akher Sakhi.

Fourth ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka, by a new
route on the north face. Also climbed Punta
Torino on north side of Bandaka.

Chauir valley, off the Munjan.

Koh-e-Krebek and nine peaks at the head of
the Suigal, a tributary of the Bashgal. First ex-
pedition to use the Bashgal approach.

Koh-e-Muhammad range, southern part.



1966 German

Allgauer Hindu Kush Expedition
P. Albrecht, H. Pritschet
German

Bayerische Naturfreunde
Hindu Kush Expedition
W. Frey

British

(Manchester)

French

(Marseille)

German

Kartner Hindu Kush
Expedition, 1966
Japanese

British

Midlarnds Hindu Kush
Expedition, 1967

D. Scctt

Japanese

Hiroshima University
Italian

L. Ratto

American

J. & ]J. Dozier

Japanese

Chuhoh University, Tokyo
K. Itakura

American

Sierra Club, California
E. Goldfarb

Japanese

Rissho University

M. Matsuura

Japanese

Aichigakuin University
M. Namikawa

Japanese

Ogaki Expedition

Y. Muto

Austrian

Oesterreich Touristan
kub Expedition

W. K. Stangl

Swiss

German or Swiss
Japanese

Akita Hindu Kush Expedition
K. Hirasawa

Japanese

Four expeditions
American

]J. Dozier

British

British Hindu Kush
Expedition, 1970

B. Whybrow

British

Imperial College, London
1. Staples

British

Scottish Hindu Kush Expedition, 1970

1966

1966
1966
1966

1966
1967

1967
1967
1967

1967
1968
1968
1968
1967

1969

1970
1970
1970
1970
1970

1970

1970

1970
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Mir Samir, third ascent.

Completed exploration of Parshui valley. Climbed
twelve peaks over 5000m. Mapped area.

Peaks around Munjan pass.

Failed on Koh-e-Bandaka.

Northern Koh-e-Muhammad range.
eight peaks at head of Kesem valley.

Climbed

Fifth ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka.

Climbed many peaks in Shahran. valley, and
seventh ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka by new route
on south face.

First ascent Koh-e-Yajun near Abi
Anjoman-Munjan junction.

Second ascents of several peaks in Shahran
valley.

Second ascents from Bashgal.

valley,

Sixth ascent of Koh-e-Bandaka, fifth ascent of
Koh-e-Ka-Safed.

Skurigal, tributary of Bashgal. Climbed Koh-e-
Tundy Shagai Shah by southeast face.
Failed on Koh-e-Iblar, in Bandaka region.

Eighth ascent
killed.

Koh-e-Bandaka, one member

Climbed in the Pagar valley, making first ascent
of Shai-i-Anjoman — the last unclimbed 6000m
peak in the area.

Koh-e-Muhammad Range,

Koh-e-Ka-Laghn,
and nearby peaks.

Koh-e-Bandaka.
Shahran valley.

Mulaw valley, Koh-e-Barph, Koh-e-Mulaw and
Koh-e-Cousin.

Koh-e-Marchech by west ridge.

Failed on east face of Koh-e-Bandaka Sakhi.

Skurigal tributary of Bashgal,
and fourteen other peaks.

Shak-e-Kabud

Ten peaks in Mulaw valley.

Diemberger, A., Osterreichische Alpenzeitung
1349, 104.

Frey, W., Osterreichische Alpenzeitung 1349,
101.

Frey, W., Osterreichische Alpenzeitung 1351,
4

Frey, W., Zwischen Munjan und Bashgal. Book-

let in two parts with illustraticns and map

(1967). Obtainable from Frey, see 30.
Continued at foot of next page.
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