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EXPEDITION LOG

The idea for the expedition originated in 1968 when M. Herzog's book on the first
ascent of Annapurna was found to mention a cave seen high on the flanks of this magnificent
mountain. The geology “of the area was subsequently checked and the extent of the limestone
looked promising — but it was to take 18 months’ preparation before the expedition could
leave England to look at the karst (limestone solution topography) of the High Himalaya.

Members of the expedition gathered together and the aims were formulated — a broad
scientific study of a selection of karst areas in the Himalaya. A small region in Nepal proved
most promising, containing the massive limestone mountains of Dhaulagiri and Annapurna;
a second region in Kashmir would also be studied in order to provide geomorphological variety
and contrast. The first aim of the expedition was to be research, though we were all active
cavers and had hopes of exploring any cave systems which we could discover, within the terms
of studying all -the components of the karst landscape. Consequently, caving equipment was
packed beside-our scientific apparatus and the piles of notebooks.

For a y=ar preceding departure, all the members had work to do. Lengthy political
negotiations were eventually successful, but the main task was gaining academic and
commercial sponsorship and support. In this we were very lucky and we equipped, supplied
and financed the expedition by generous assistance from over 150 firms, individuals and
foundations.

Very early on we had decided to travel overland, for reasons of both eccnomy and
interest, and alsc to take only one large vehicle. Surprisingly the most suitable vehicle turned
out to be a fire engine, which we bought ex-government and had to modify only very slightly.

OUTWARD JOURNEY

We left London on the evening of August 1st and caught the night boat from Dover to
Zeebrugge. Almost immediately we were faced with a major crisis when two of our tyres
burst in Germany, and we needed to buy four replacements, as they were evidently all
perished. Following this a long, trouble-free drive through Europe brought us to Istanbul.
Crossing the Bosphorous on a hot summer evening in a chaos of lights and activity, we bade
farewell to Europe, set foot in Asia and felt that we were really on our way at last.

Pushing on through Ankara and heading for the Black Sea we gained fleeting im-
pressions of Turkey — empty dry space, “biblical” villages, water buffalo wallowing in
muddy pools, sunflowers, and the never-ending hoards of children that we were soon to take
for granted. We drove along the rocky, heavily wooded Black Sea Coast to Trabzon where the
route turns abruptly inland and we began a series of hot, dusty climbs on to the high deserts
around Erzerum.

By this time our daily routine was well established. We would get up and begin
driving at 4 a.m. and stop for breakfast as soon as we found a bakery that was open, usually
sometime after seven. Except for the occasional break, we'd then aim to drive all cay and
would stop as soon as darkness fell. Our vehicle was well equipped with a spotlight that
provided an adequately lit cooking arena. We were in bed by nine, rarely pitching tents and
happily oblivious of mosquitoes and scorpions.

On August 12th our breakfast stop was close to the impressive snow capped volcano
Mt. Ararat, but by mid-day we were in lran, travelling aiong a good tarmac road through wide
open desert. Cries of excitement greeted our first sighting of camels, and the discovery of some
lava caves and tunnels near Tabriz provided a pleasant break for all and an energetic interlude
for some. The next day we arrived in Tehran and were held up for 2% days before our Afghan
visas were issued. Leaving the city at last and heading north to the Caspian Sea we climbed
over the 8000" Damovand Pass and traversed the Elburz Mountains via a series of spectacular
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gorges that funnelled us down to a busy humid plain, with the Caspian Sea a mere line of
marshes in the distance.

Turning inland our road took us first into cool, cloudy mountains; “More like Dorset”
said Geoff as we drove through a Wildlife Reserve and saw only sparrows and blackbirds. But
later we saw the rollers and bee-eaters that the Turnbull brothers had promised and spent the
night in a dried up river bed where Phil, Rog and Julian adjusted the gearbox.

’ No day was without event: in Mashhad we were chased out of the beautiful mosque
that dominates the town. Reaching the Afghan border the next mid-day we were almost glad
of the three hour hold up, spent waiting in cool stone buildings and in Herat the same evening,
we became so-absorbed in colourful Afghan coats that we didn’t notice all- the stickers being
pinched from the lorry! Turning south, we had our hottest day (145° sun, 115° shade),
reached Kandahar in an electric dust storm and were offered hashish, grapes and half-filled
bottles of pseudo-Coca-Cola, in that order, on every street corner. There followed a night
spent in the open desert, where a scorpion crawled into the coffee, and we awoke in the morning
to find our camp engulfed in a sea of nomads — an endless camel train with a child on every
hump. Kabul lived up to our expectation and we found it a-colourful city of amazing contrasts.
Not for the first time we wished we had five months to spend on the journey alone.

The road to the Pakistan border descends in a series of hair-raising loops, through
3000ft. down the spectacular Tangi Gharu Gorge. That evening we reached the frontier,
found the customs post and the Khyber Pass closed, and an assemblage of Comex coach
parties. Their leader proudly announced that 2 coaches were being allowed through that
night but we met them still trying to get into Pakistan the next day, having spent the night in
no-man’s-land. We spent a few hours “defense spotting” as we drove over the dusty Khyber,

‘\,//::/i
J/ \
; Ty
g,.)s ’ A M’/
rinagar e
7~ { Darea of\map 2
1 J CHINA
(7 \ (Tibet)
/ §
K,\_
N A
/> \.area of map 3 ) o

\.\
\'\. D \Kathmandu — —~y /{
Vg T YL
=~

| sr
\/V)J\\
B : KM»
INDIA \\, L?\ (
K %

PAN N
~

500 miles

Location Map
6

This document has been downloaded from the RGS-IBG Expedition Reports Database and may be used for
personal research purposes only. It may not be reproduced or republished in any format without the prior permission
of the Author(s) or the RGS-IBG



This document has been downlgéﬁaég?%rﬁ?ﬁeoﬁé@@@@mmﬁf MountAsarabase and may be used for

personal research purposes only. It may not be reproduced or republished in any format without the prior permission
r(s) or the RGS-IBG




This document has been downloaded from the RGS-IBG Expedition Reports Database and may be used for personal research purposes only. It may not be reproduced or
republished in any format without the prior permission of the Author(s) or the RGS-IBG




















































































































































































































































































