btk Rep- 369

NUPTSE 1975

The Joint

British Army Mountaineering Association
and
Royal Nepalese Army

Expedition

This document has been downloaded from the RGS-IBG Expedition Reports Database and may be used for personal research purposes
only. It may not be reproduced or republished in any format without the prior permission of the Author(s) or the RGS-IBG



The Team

The Leader

Nuptse Central Ridge

This document has been downloaded from the RGS-IBG Expedition Reports Database and may be used for personal research purposes
only. It may not be reproduced or republished in any format without the prior permission of the Author(s) or the RGS-IBG



School of Infantry
Warminster, Wiltshire
90/3/1 BA12 ODJ

See Distribution Aug 1976
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Introduction

1. Following the successful ascent of ANNAPURNA (26,525') by an Army team repeating
the French 1950 North Face route in 1970 the Association decided to mount an
expedition to climb Mount EVEREST (29,028'), At first this was planned to take place
in the spring of 1975. Later this was altered to spring 1976.

2l Ip the summer of 1973 a training expedition to the KULU area of the Indian
Himalaya took place. From some 150 applicants a Team of 27 was selected. A total of
11 peeks were climbed, including 2 virgin ones and one by a new and technically hard
route. The highest mountain climbed was MENTHOSA (21,140').

s At the end of the 1973 Expedition, Lieutenant Colonel J D C Peacock (Vice
Chairman AMA) and Major J W Fleming (Expedition Secretary AMA) visited Nepal to
discuss possible objectives for the 1975 Expedition which was being planned. It was
decided to apply to the Nepalese authorities for permission to climb CHO OYU
(26,750") as a first choice with NUPTSE (25,850") as an alternative.

Expedition Planning

b At the end of 1973 two Committees were set up to carry out Expedition Planning:

a. Policy Committee
Major General J M Brockbank CBE MC - Chairman
Lord Hunt
Mr G P Pirie-Gordon, William & Glyn's Bank
Ble Planning Committee
Lieutenant Colonel J D C Peacock REME - Chairman
Major A J Muston RAOC - Equipment
Major G F Owens WFR - Rations
Captain M W H Day RE - Oxygen and Logistic Planning
Major J W Fleming PARA - Secretary

In July 1974 Maejor Fleming was appointed to lead both the 1975 and the 1976
Expeditions. Accordingly Captain R A Summerton RE took on the duties of
Secretary, while Major Fleming remained on the Planning Committee as Leader.

Sl A planning cell was set up at The School of Infantry at Warminster. Major Fleming
was posted there as a Grade 2 staff officer in August 197k,

6 The Planning Committee convened once a month to discuss and plan both expeditions,

although the 1975 Expedition made first claim upon their time. Minutes of the Meetings
were sent to the Policy Committee to keep them informed of developments.
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Ts At the end of 1974 the Nepalese authorities granted permission for the
Expedition to climb NUPTSE, the political implications of climbing CHO OYU being too
complex. We were allocated the season requested, namely the pre monsoon (spring)
one.

e The Expedition was sponsored as an Adventurous Training Exercise by The Ministry
of Defence (Director of Army Training). It was endorsed b y the Joint Services
Expedition Trust (JSET) and supported by the Mount EVEREST Foundation (MEF), The Royal
Geographical Society (RGS) and The British Mountaineering Council (BMC). The
sponsoring Headquarters was The School of Infantry.

Aims
9. The aims of the Expedition were:
a. To climb NUPTSE (25,850 feet).

b To test and to evaluate the high altitude performance of team members
with a view to selecting a competent team to climb Mount EVEREST in 1976.

G To test rations, clothing, equipment and oxygen equipment for use on
Mount EVEREST in 1976.

d. To initiate a working relationship with the sherpas and porters in the
Sola Khumbu Aree to ensure smooth cooperation in 1976.

The Team

10. Members of the AMA were invited to apply to take part on the EVEREST Expedition
through the medium of News letters. Some 180 applications were reveived. A 'paper!
selection board followed which reduced this figure to approximately 40. These 40
people were then interviewed. From these interviews the 1973 KULU Team of 27 was
selected.

11. The 1975 Team was selected in a similar way except that those on the 1973 Team
were not required to be interviewed again. New applicants were however, interviewed.

12. It had always been the intention that the EVEREST Expedition, and those
expeditions leading up to it, should be joint ventures with The Royal Nepalese

Army.To this end it was considered to be of the greatest importance that the Nepalese
members should train with their British Army colleagues at an early date, so that they
would be able to take their full part in the Team. In 1973 The Royal Nepalese Army
put forward 3 of their members to join us. In the spring of 1974 they were/ flown from
Nepal to UK, where they trained with the AMA in Britain and in the Buropean Alps.

13. The Gurkhas were selected on the basis of their climbing experience and expertise
which they had previously obtained in New Zealand, Borneo, Norway, Kulu and the
European Alps.

14. The final selection board, which was held in LONDON on 17 and 18 October 1974,
chose the following Team to climb NUPTSE:

Captain C H Agnew of Lochnaw the Younger Royal Highland Fusiliers

(Communications)
Chief Technician G P Armstrong Royal Air Force
Lance Corporal Basantakumar Rai T Gurkha Rifles
Major Bhagirath Narsingh Rana Royal Nepalese Army
Corporal Bishnu Bahadur Royal Nepalese Army
Lieutenant D A J Brister Intelligence Corps
Surgeon Lieutenant Commander P N Dilly GM Royal Naval Reserve (Doctor)
Ma jor J W Fleming The Parachute Regiment (Leader)
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Captain N F  Gifford Army Catering Corps

Corporal Khagendrabahadur Limbu T Gurkha Rifles

Subedar Krishna Bahadur Karlo Royal Nepalese Army

Corporal M P  Lane Royal Artillery

Major A J Muston Royal Army Ordnance Corps (Equipment)

Major G F Owens Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters

Regiment (Rations)

Rifleman Pasang Tamang T Gurkha Rifles

Lieutenant Colonel J D C Peacock Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
L (Deputy Leader)

Corporal J H  Stokes Royal Green Jackets

Captain R A  Summerton Royal Engineers

Major J S K Swanston Royal Army Medical Corps (Doctor)

Captain E C Walshaw Rojyal Artillery

Major E A N Winship Royal Tank Regiment (Base Camp Manager)

15. In the event Major Swanston was prevented from taking part and his place was taken
Captain M T King Royal Army Ordnance Corps
16. 13 Beserves were also selected.

17. A support party of British Army Gurkhas was selected as follows:

Captain M H Kefford T Gurkha Rifles
Corporal Angphurba Sherpa 10 Gurkha Rifles
Corporal Nandaraj Gurung 7 Gurkha Rifles
Corporal Narbu Sherpa T Gurkha Rifles
Rifleman Kubirjang Rai T Gurkha Rifles
Rifleman Hariprasad Limbu T Gurkha Rifles

The last named did not, in fact, take part on the expedition of his own volition.
}

18. The task of the Support Party was to support the team administratively from
Base Camp to Namche Bazaar and Kathmandu-—i.e. — backwards, in terms of providing
runners, local food, Base Camp administration etc.

19. 2 signallers were allocated to the expedition, to provide communications between
Base Camp and Nauche Bazaar and there to Kathmandu. They were:

Signalman Jai Kumar Gurkha Signals
Signalman Tekbahadur Gurkha Signals
NUPTSE

20. Nuptse is a mountain 25,850 feet high in the Mount EVEREST Region of the Sola
Khumbu. It is the lowest peak of the EVEREST triangle, comprising Mount §VEREST
(29,028"). Lhotse (27,890') and Nuptse itself. The grid reference is 86 53'E: 27°58'N,

21. Before this expedition the mountain had been climbed once, in 1961, by a British
Team led by Joe Walmsley. Theirs was a pre-monsoon attempt as was ours. The route
they used was the Central ridge of the South Face — as did we. The main difficulties
of this route are low down along a narrow and tortuous ridge which is made of rotten
ice and seracs. The expogure along it is spectacular. The final main obstacle is the
Rockband, 1000 feet high at about 23,000 feet. So far as it is known the 1961 attempt
was the only previous attempt before our own this year.

The Advance Party

22. The Advance Party consisting of Peacock, Owens, Muston, Winship and Brister left
UK in a Comet, carrying HRH The Prince of Wales to the Coronation of HM King Birendra
of Nepal, on 19 February. They arrived in Kathmandu on 22 February where they were
met by Kefford, he being stationed at the Brigade of Gurkhas Depot in Dharan.
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23. The tasks of the Advance Party were:

a. To establish contact with the Indian Meteorological Officer in New Delhi
to arrange weather forecasting 'feed back' facilities. This to be done on the
way out to Kathmandu during a 2 day stay in New Delhi.

L. To arrange weather forecasting facilities in Kathmandu with the Nepal
Meteorological Office.,

Ci To make contact and to brief the Royal Nepalese Army members of the Team.

d. To make contact with the officers of The British Embassy, HMG Nepal,
The Royal Nepalese Army, Royal Nepal Airlines, RCT movements, The Press Corps
and Customs.

e. To make arrangements for photographs (both colour as well as black and
white) to be sent back to UK for processing.

f. To liaise with the Japanese Ladies EVEREST Expedition so that we could
conduct a recce of the Base Cemp area and the Lho La for our venture next year.

. To arrange Banking facilities and the drawing of cash.

h. To arrange the freight for the quick and easy issuing of clothing and
stores in Kathmandu.

e To arrange to sgpervise the fly in of freight and food to the airhead
atLukla (86 44', 27° 41'N) and then its onward jgurney by yak and porters
to the Acclimatisation Camp (AC) in Dingboche (86°51'E, 27° 54'N) 14,000 feet.

k. To arrange accommodation for the Main Body in Kathmandu.

1. To arrange transport to the road head at Lamosangu for the Main Body.
m. To move to Dingboche and to set up the AC.

n. To recce a site for Bese Camp (BC) on the Nuptse Glacier.

0. To carry out further acclim%atisation climbs as time allowed.

24. The smooth move of the Expedition and all its freight can in large measure be
attributed to the success of the Advance Party in carrying out these tasks, in
conjunction with Kefford whose contacts and local knowledge were of inestimable
value to them. Also of immense help to the Advance Party in their tasks was
Lieutenant Colonel J A Lys MC, The Defence Attache in the British Embassy.

25. The Advance Party of Peacock, Owens and Brister left Kathmandu on 4 March

(having kept a low profile during the Coronation) for Dingboche. They were accompanied
by Basantakumar Rai, who acted as guide and interpreter, and some 8 porters who carried
their camping gear and food. At Lukla 3 of these porters were paid off and released.
The party arrived at Dingboche on 19th March, where they were met by Khagendratahdur
Limbu and by two of the sherpas, Pasang Tensing from Kunde and Tensing from Namche
Bazar, both of whom, together with the Sirdar, Sonam Girme, had been arranged by

Mr Mike Cheney of Mountain Travel. They began to set up the AC and to accept the
freight from Lukla.

26. Once they had acclimiatised to the new height the party went up to the Nuptse
Glacier (86052'E; 27055'N) and recced a site for Base Camp at some 17,060 feet. This
took 3 days and involved travelling up the West Lhotse Glacier (86 54'E;27055N) as
well as the Nuptse to its West. Everything was still under snow, but they fortunately
found a lake beside which BC could be set up. BEven so the water was frozen and took
some trouble to collect.
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