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The B r i t i s h  Annapur n a 11 7 , 960m Wi n t e r  Exped i t i o n  198 3 / 84 ccrripri sed 4 r .enbern.  

y j i S .  LINDA RUTLAND, RON Rutland, JOHN MASON and ERIC GRINDLE met in Ka t hmandu 

Nepa l  on I 5 t h  November, 198 3 - Trie i n t e n t i o n  o f  the  e x p e d i t i o n  b e i n r  to make 

a f i r s t  w i n t e r  a s c e n t  o f  Ann a p u rn a  1 7,960m by th e  North  Face .  The ori^una.1 

a p p l i c a t i o n  to cl imb Annapurna 1 r a v in / ;  been r e f u s e d  a t  th e  l a s t  minu te  and 

p e rm is s io n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to a J a p a n e s e  e x p e d i t i o n .

The e x p e d i t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  1? p o r t e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  Low Base Camp 5,800m on Both 

November a f t e r  a p l e a s a n t  t r o u b l e  f r e e  6 day *walk i n * .  C o n d i t i o n s  a t  t 'ni s  

l e v e l  were f a v o u r a b l e  w i th  hard  i c e  and l i t t l e  snow. By ? 7 th  Movernher Hirh 

Base Camp has  been e.stabl i shed a t  A,?00m. On 1 s t  December,  Ihe f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  

cliiTibing day of  the  w i n t e r  season  a temporary camp was e s t a b l i . s h e d  a t  4,40Cm.

Dur ing t h i s  f i r s t  week many g i g a n t i c  powder a v a l a n c h e s  swept do’wn th e  Nor

Face o f  A.nnapurna 11, t h r e e  o f  which r o a r e d  o v e r  Low Base Camp and i n t o  the 

lower  v a l l e y .  One t e n t  was r i p p e d  and a n o t h e r  d e m o l i s h e d .  High Base Camp 

r e c e i v e d  one d i r e c t  h i t  w h i l s t  we -were in r e s i d e n c e ,  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  i n j u r y  

to any o c c u p a n t s .
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On 3rd Deceriber /  19B3 a l l  f o u r  me.T.bers reached  and camped a t  *':amp ?* 3 ,20 r r . .  

Dur ing  the  a s c e n t  a huge a v a l a n c h e  s v e p t  do\v7i to one a i d e  g i v i n g  nor.o anx icun  

moments. Above 4»40Cm the  d ep th  o f  s o f t  snow made p r o g r e s s  e x t r e m e ly  a r iuou .s .

The n e x t  f o u r  days were s p e n t  in f o r g i n g  n rc 'u te  t i irc 'U gh  dr?ep unc:crir:Oi ida ted 

snow to  a s i t e  a t  3»700m f o r  *Camp 3 '*  On 1 1 Ih D(?co:::bor I^on Rut land  clii.i'nt-'d 

to a h igh p o i n t  o f  6,CCC'm with  tlie e x p e d i t i o n  A i r d a r  and took the  docisic :n  

to abandon th e  e x p e d i t i o n  owing to ex t reme a v a l a n c h e  r is ,k.

All members r e t u r n e d  to Low Base Camp r e t r i e v i n g  a l l  equipment on r o u t e .  The 

tea.Ti o f  t h r e e  p lu s  th e  S i r d a r  and e x p e d i t i o n  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  then r e t u r n e d  to 

Kathmandu v i a  th e  Annapurna c i r c u i t  r o u t e ,  walkinf'; a round th e  whole Annapurna 

c i r c u i t .

The e x p e d i t i o n  r e t u r n e d  to r lngland on ' J l i r i s t n a s  Bay. A f u l l  r-epoj-t o f  th e  

e x p e d i t i o n  w i l l  be fo rwarded  s h o r t l y  b u t  th e  e x p e d i t i o n  members would l i k e  

to thank a l l  t h o s e  who he lped  make t h i s  e v e n t  p o s s i b l e .
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