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BRITISH ANNARURNA "' 7,960m WINTER EXPEDITION 83/84

PRELIMINARY REPORT

The British Annapurna 11 7,960m Wnter Expedition 1983/84 ccrriprised 4 r.enbern.
yjis. LINDA RUTLAND, RON Rutland, JOHN MASCN and ERIC GRINDLE met in Kathmandu
Nepal on I5th November, 1983- Trie intention of the expedition beinr to make
a first winter ascent of Annapurn a 1 7,960m by the North Face. The ori*una.l

application to climb Annapurna 1 ravin/; been refused at the last minute and

permission transferred to a Japanese expedition.

The expedition including 1? porters arrived at Low Base Camp 5,800m on Both
November after a pleasant trouble free 6 day *walk in*. Conditions at t'nis
level were favourable with hard ice and little snow. By ?7th Movernher Hirh
Base Camp has been e.stabl ished at A,700m. On 1st December, lhe first official

cliiTibing day of the winter season a temporary camp was establi.shed at 4,40Cm.

During this first week many gigantic powder avalanches swept doim the Nor
Face of A.nnapurna 11, three of which roared over Low Base Camp and into the
lower valley. One tent was ripped and another demolished. High Base Camp
received one direct hit whilst we -were in residence, again without injury

to any occupants.



On 3rd Deceriber/ 19B3 all four me.T.bers reached and camped at *:amp ?* 3,20rr..
During the ascent a huge avalanche svept dow7i to one aide giving nor.o anxicun

moments. Above 4»40Cm the depth of soft snow made progress extremely ariuou.s.

The next four days were spent in forging n rc'ute tiirc'Ugh dr?ep unc:crir:0i ida ted
snow to a site at 3»700m for *Camp 3'* On 11lh D(?co:::bor I”on Rutland clii.i'nt-'d
to a high point of 6CCCm with tlie expedition Airdar and took the docisic:n

to abandon the expedition owing to extreme avalanche risk.

All members returned to Low Base Camp retrieving all equipment on route. The
teaTi of three plus the Sirdar and expedition Liaison Officer then returned to

Kathmandu via the Annapurna circuit route, walkinf'; around the whole Annapurna

circuit.

The expedition returned to rlngland on ‘Jliristnas Bay. A full r-epoj-t of the
expedition will be forwarded shortly but the expedition members would like

to thank all those who helped make this event possible.

RON RUTLAND,

12 3ROA.DFIELD,

TBOUTBECK BRIDGE,

WINDERI-SRE.

CUMBRIA

ENGLAND.

TEL. WINDERI-iISHE 510-1 15th January, 1534



