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1. Nome of Expeditlon
' Meru: The British Gangotri Expedition 1985'

2. Members
Martin Burrows-Smith -cl i rnbini] member

-climbing member 
-climbing member 
-climbing member

John Jones 
Alistair Morgan 
Richard Turnbull

3. Address of leader 
John Jones
3 Orchard Cloee.
St. Albans,
Herts.,
AL1 UP

4. Objectives
First ascent of the east face of Mbhj (6660m. or 21980ft.) in the Gangotri Glacier reijion of 
the Garwhal Himalaya of india.

5. Timetable
Overall; arr. Delhi 26.8.85 

dep. Delhi i3.10.85 
Main events;
26 Aug-03 Sep Delhi to base camp (Tapovan).
04 Sep-21 Sep A cell mail sing, setting up advanced base, one foiled attempt to start on rout« 
pnciper. Extended periods of bad weather.
22 S bp- 29 Sep Move into advanced base, carnji loads, set up higher advanced base and finally 
move into ice cave at MerufShivling col.
■30 S bp- 03 Oct Bummit alternpl - falls at 200-250 ft. rock step just below 21000 ft.
04 Oct-05 Oct Retreat.
06 Oct-11 Oct 1 days rest then beck to Dei hi

6. SVeather conditipna
Very wet on the drive up to Gangotri followed by basically settled sunny weather from 02 
Sep-10 Bep. A week of mai nly low cloud and rain at base camp ’with anow highBr up foi lowed 
which tran-eforTned the mountainB from summer to wintry conditions.
Our first attempt to Inhabit advanced base on 18 Sep was foiled by more sno’w on 19 and 20 
Sep. Two good days were fallowed by a 35 hr. snowfall on 23 and 24 Sep at advanced base. 
Subsequently the svaather rapidly improved ending in a perfect settled periad which lasted 
until 06 Oct with cioud then anew at base camp oii 0 ? Oct.

?. illness and accidents
Martin Burrov/s-Smith contracted a very bad throat Infection on the walk In end eKperiencec 
chest pains. He vvaa advised by a pasalnp' bkpedition doctor to go down and attempt ta 
recover. This attempt wea unsuccesful so he returned hproa early, alone.
There were no seeidenis.

8. Route description
The original objective at the east buttress of the central peak of Meru was abandoned due to 
reduction of team from 4 to 3 and uriseasonable snow conditions.
Vi'hat follows is  a description of the route actually attempted - the ea.st ridge of Meru South. 
Section 1. Tapovan to base of glacier wai! which leads to Meruf’Shlvling col.
A moraine end glacier walk. Distance approKimalelu 4 miles. Height chanqe 4450m.-5350m. 
(14700ft.--17650ft]
Section 2. Blacler svall up to Meru/Shlvling col.
F. in good conditiona but in the deep enow we encountered, very tiring and avaianche-prone. 
Height change 5350m.-5650m. fi 7650ft-1B650ft.]
Section 3. H’em/Bhlviing coi to bergsehrund of E. face. Seraced glacier followed by steep 
snow slopes. F. in good conditions but again very tiring In deep snow. Height change 
5650m.-600Cim. (liSBSOft.-19800ft]
Sect! on 4. E. face bergsehrund to top of snow ridge of E. ridge.
Steep snow (up ta 55 decrees) follo’ived by snow qully up unconsolidated sriDw/ice ieading ta 
ridge. D. Height change 6000m.-6225m. f.r9B00ft.-20540ft|
Secti on 5. Top of snow ri dge to base of rock well.
Steep soft snow pitch ta leave ridge followed by slBep snow/ice. D. This was our high point



Height Dhange 6225ffi.-6335m. (20540fi-20900ft.]
Seciiona above high poiRt
4̂ 200-250 f t  vertical rock wall is fDllosved byaateep mined section leading diBgonally 
right far about 500 ft  to the summit chimney which is blocked by a huge chockstone. Exits 
to’the left look possible so avoiding the cornice and leading to the very eeay angled surnnilt 
ridge.

9. Reasons for retreat.
ilJThe reduction in the team from 4 to 3 members led to entra load carrying and much less 
flexibility as we could not work In tsvo .aeml-lridependant team-s as intended.
UD The uriseasoneblu snowy conditions made for very hard wort? from Section 2 onsvards. 
This took its toll of our strength, it also Iced up the chimney and corner in the vertical rock 
wall making It a very difficul^proposilion at auch an altitude.
C111) Both John Jonea and Dick t urnbull had problems with eating sufficiently at base camp 
‘lespecially Dick). Abos'e the MeruXShlvling col the altitude had a severe effect on breathing 
and eating ao that by the tirna we reached the serious climbiny of the rock wail we did not 
hav e eno ugh a t ren g th re rn ai ni n g 1 o tac k i s i t.

1*3. Estimated total cost.
The total cost including comrnunai equipment but excluding all personal equipment and 
clpthing waa in the region of £.50>X'-52'30.


