
WHITE SAIL WEST FACE EXPEDITION 1988

Patrons:
Lieutenant Colonel J.Ashman, RD.Royal Marines Reserve 
Lord Mayor Newcastle upon Tyne Councillor N.Stockdale J.P. 

Expedition Leader:
Alan Kinkes, 22 Oakfield Gardens, Newcastle upon Tyne NE156QU 
Telephone: 2723045.

The expedition left U.K. on 21st August 1985 and spent 2 days sweltering and 
buying a kerosene stove and food. We met our L.O. Commander Sood (Indian Navy) 
We were invited to a meal at his brothers house close to the IMF.

We left New Delhi on 24th on the 1840 hrs overnight bus, cheap enough at 90 
rupees. Utter nightmare. Normally the journey to Kulu is about 13-14 hours 
due to the heavy monsoon we had to make many detours, around Chandigarth 
seemingly driving through fields. Later a major rock fall stopped us for 
several hours finally arriving in Kulu after 1700 hours 25th nearly 24 hours 
later.

We bought more food and fuel in Kulu. Luckily the road transport problems had 
not caused too much difficulty with fuels and we managed to buy three gallons 
of petrol and five kerosene. I changed sterling into rupees at one of the banks 
and left for Bhuntar a few miles back down the Beas valley. Here the bus leaves 
for Manikaran. Some food is available here. The hot springs and steam rising 
around the village give Manikaran anethereal atmosphere. We stayed at the Sikh 
Temple, camping is available next to the Mulemans tent 50 metres before the 
bus terminus.

Eventually we left with 5 mules on the 28th along the Parbat-ti valley, through 
Barsheni, (Last branch post office), to Tos for the night. Next day we left 
the last village of Tos and trekked up to a spot known as Sharom about 3500 
metres. It rained. Next day we reached base camp. Above the Tos glacier, 
about 13000 feet (4000 metres) 30th August 1985.

Weather was poor until 2nd September when an aclimatisation walk up the glacier 
behind B.C. made. Many rock spires surround this glacier/ unclimbed?

3rd September. Carry food and camp on upper Tos glacier. About 4800m
4th September. Carry and recce to A.B.C. below S.W. ridge White Sail 5000 
metres and return to B.C. cAckz
7th and 8th September. Recce and trek over Shigri col to Sara Umga pass,
and return to B.C.
10th September. Andy Lewis and A Hinkes to camp at 4800 metres. Bad weather 
and heavy snow stay at 4800 metres until 14th Sept. Move to A.B.C. at 5000 
metres on 14th.
16th September. Descend to B.C. Start course of flagyl. Gary Brown and Andrew 
Millson climb S.W. ridge of White Sail.
19th September. A.L. and A.H. leave B.C. to A.B.C. for W. Face attempt.
20th September. Bivi below W. Face. About 5300 metres (17000 ft) Weather 
superb. 4000 ft face to climb.
21st September. Cross bergshrund and climb lower slopes/snow and ice to bivi on 
30 degree sloping ledge.
22nd September. Mixed climbing to bivi at foot of ramp leading to N ridge.
About 5800 metres. Uncomfortable perch. Showers in afternoon and clear 
night.
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23rd September. Cross slope to ramp (lotse axe) climb ramp to bottomless zero 
like gully. (6000 metres) Weather breaks. Spindrift and near whiteout. Find 
ledge about 6100 metres on N ridge.
24th All day trapped in bivi bag. Very little food and epigas.
25th Improvement early, by 11.00 snowing again. A few trying moments. Cornice 
collapse. Slope slab avalanche prone. Short fall each. Cut and lo*se one 9mm 
rope in abseil/tension traverse. Bivi gear frozen virtually no food. Bivi on 
exposed uncomfortable rib 6250 metres.
26th Sept. Clear cold night 10.00 hrs more cloud and bad weather literally 
rushes in towards W. Face. Tricky route finding and treacherous snow covered 
slabs and chimmneys to summit. About 14.30 hrs. Descend to 6300 metres in 
whiteout. Cut out trench for night. Only 6 strepsils to eat. No epigas left. 
27th. Minus 20 degrees Centigrade. Avalanche prone descent. Keep to ribs and 
wade to A.B.C.
28th. Descent to B.C. Other 2 cleared site, not even a note. No money, food 
or passports. .
29th. Base Camp to Tos. — more, Ck- cOalk- •
30th. Tos to Manikaran and food at Sikh Temple

1st October. Beg money and leave Manikaran.
2nd October. Reach N.D. Millson and Brown back in U.K. No message for us.

Passports at B.H.C. and reported missing presumed dead.

No attempt had been made to wait for us or help us (if we needed it) the mules 
arrived at B.C. on 24th September and B.C. evacuated 25th.
A.L. and A.H. were not due to return until 23rd-25th. We made B.C. through 
bad weather by 28th.

If Millson and Dr Brown were responsible and used common sense I would have 
expected a note, cafcheof food and money at B.C., or for them to stay with 
minimum of equipment and send the L.O. down with mules. At least some money 
200 rupees (£15.00) could have been left at the road head Sikh Temple to enable 
us to reach New Delhi.

Because of their perfidious and selfish actions I would not recommend Brown and 
Millson for any future expeditions. A further £200.00 reserve contingency cash 
sterling I had at B.C. for emergency has still not been accounted for Millson 
and Brown. Eventually Brown admitted to changing some in Kulu for use on route 
to N.D. but refuses/cannot explain how £200.00 was used (£30.00 should have 
been enough) .

N.B. All 4 team members reached the summit. Brown/Millson repeat S.W. ridge. 
Hinkes and Lewis 1st ascent West Face.
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Nearest bank to road head for exchange facilities is Kulu. 15 rupees to one 
pound.

All necessary food and stoves available Kulu. Not necessary to transport from 
New Delhi.

Take minimum of 2 Indian made Kerosene stoves to B.C. as a fall back.

No unusual medical problems encountered.

All had diarrhoea. Lewis on walk in and back In U.K. Millson and myself took 
a course of flagyl.

Lewis and myself had sore tender and sensitive finger ends after ascent of W. 
Face, (mild frost nip?)

Bruised toes and feet after walk (stagger) out from B.C. with huge loads.

Thanks to everyone involved for help. It was a good epic!
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