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Introduction

Nowadays Pakistan has the most enlightened policy towards mountaineers of all the 

Himalayan countries* Expeditions are welcomed as a useful money-earner in one of the 

poorest parts of the country* This has led to a happy reduction in bureaucratic 

formalities. Outside the most sensitive border zones one is now allowed to climb 

up to 6,000 metres/20,000 feet without a liaison officer or the payment of peak 

fees. Our trip was designed to climb within these regulations and explore some 

relatively unknown parts of the great Karakorum range.

In keeping with the informal nature of the trip there were a large number of 

people involved at one point or another* The core cf climbers were don Tinker,

Dick Renshaw, Mark Miller & Simon Yates, aided & abetted by Craig Kentwell,

Steve Razzetti, Mike Searle, Andy Barnicctt and others.

C h ron ology

Apr11 I9-26 don, Mark, hick, Simon, Craig & Steve flew Alia from London to 

Karachi. A savage 28 hour J^d class train journey got us to Islamabad where we 

stayed with dons friend Mohammed Iqbal, a Freelance mountain guide* After recovering 

and making some purchases we caught a bus to Gilgit, then to Skardu, the capitol 

of Bait1stan« In Skardu we met Andy & Mike at the K2 Hotel. We were the first 

expedition to arrive that year. The previous winter had been one of the worst 

ever and there was still a lot of snow around. Andy & Mike had a jeep for the 

geological survey they were making of the Hushe valley, which we were intending 

to explore. We hired another jeep and drove to Mi she village itself through 

some breathtaking scenCLry. Here we stayed with Abdullah Javed, dons cook from 

his Mustagh Tower expedition 2 years previously, who agreed to be our cook and 

camp guard for the next 7 weeks*
April 29-May II A leisurely 2 day walk-in with 23 porters took us to Gondoro 

Base Camp, a god—forsaken spot with more than 2 feet of snow still lying on
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what we were assured was a high summer pasture.

Our first objective was Gondoro Peak, the only mountain that is regularly 

climbedEi in the area. By the Ilth Jon, Dick, Mark, Simon, Craig & Mike had 

all climbed it and were back down in Base Camp.

May 12-2*5 In changeable weather Jon & Dick, and Craig & Mike tried different 

unnamed, unclimbed mountains near Gondoro Peak. Both these attempts were 

abandoned about half-way up in the face of dangerous avalanche conditions 

and much loose snow lying over the rock. Mark & Simon reached the fore-summit 

of an unnamed peak near the Masher brum Glacier. Back at Base Camp we decided 

that in view of the very dangerous climbing conditions and continued bad 

weather our time would be most profitably spent exploring some of the other 

glacier systems nearby. We investigated the very impressive Chogolisa and 

Charakusa glaciers and moved Base Camp to a lower, more pleasant spot.

May 26- June II Jon, Dick, Mark & Simon decided to climb as a group to help 

spread the burden of trail-breaking in the still deep snow. Dick had seen a 

beautiful buttress line near the head of the Charakusa Glacier protected by 

a difficult-looking icefall. After a recconaisance in bad weather and waiting 

out some terrible storms we attempted the buttress, being forced to turn back 

after about 500 metres of climbing, due to the extremely unstable conditions.

June I2-19 It was now obvious that with the continued bad weather the conditions 

were going to be lethal for the forseeable future. Dick had only a limited amount 

of time left so we decided to explore the Masherbrum Glacier then go back to 

Skardu. This we did, cur decision justified by the large amount of avalanches 

wre saw.

June 20- July 12 Jon, Mark & Simon decided to go to the Hunza region in the hope 

that conditions would be better over there. We went to Earimabad to try a 

spectacular rock spire called Bubaiimiting which Mark had seen on his expedition 

the previous year. We climbed for a day, doing 4 intricate pitches of about EE



THE BRITISH KARAKORAM EXPEDITION 1986
PATRON: DOUG SCOTT

3/
standard. Unfortunally it snowed that night and we were obliged to retreat off 

this stunning mountain.

%■ this stage, after nearly 3 months in the hills we were all debilitated by gut 

problems. We came home .

Conclusion

Respite the disappointing number of summits reached,ft the quality of the climbing 

we did convinced us that we had found a gem of an alpine playground in the Hushe 

valley. It is accessible yet very few climbers visit it. There are a huge number 

of unclimbed mountains to attempt. The local villagers are also very welcoming.

With more than 20 Himalayan expeditions between us §0@ we agreed that we had never 

been to such an impressive area. We had a very happy trip that could be a pointer 

to the future. Wre would like to thank all the individuals and organisations who 

supported us, without whom...

Individual sponsor reports are attached. For any further information please contact; 

don Tinker,
c/o 26 John Street, London WCIN 2-6L
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