THE MARKHUN KARAKORAM EXPEDITION 1987

Patron: Chris Bonington
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otook sbout four bours the next day to get o base, b arownd 14 00071, fucked
wredsr & ciiacisr morains and with & laros Mmli"'atﬁ“ gl lappivey very
closs Dy, The tents wers soon wp, the porlers pald off and we wers thers, the
Zath Juns!

After a night disturbed by the roar of avelanches we woke o s fing morning,

Jobw and Richarod went for loratory walk fowards the ool, which would give
sroess bo the sessi ridge, This lockssd the most liksly lins, with anrthﬁr "Uﬂ“rt
Timbing asbove the ool ovar an obyvious shoulder iw ga'n e s
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July @ fnsly, Joe oand Jobn lsft for thelr summilb atiempi, Howsver they returned
at midnight as nuch of the snow on the way up fo the ool hed selied, rendering
that approach swicidal, They decided to 9o up later via the other valley, This
they did, meeling Hugh and Steve on the way back from their frip to the ool

In the morning everyong at base, including the cook, packed big loads and want
cown Lo the village, re-sstablishing & campsite of the wallk-in on a grassy
meadow, In mid-afternoon Jog hobbled into the camp, His knes, badly injured on a
pravious sxpedition to Perw, was collapsing and he Tessred to go further with it
Andy and Jobm bed combineed on g

The completion of the fransfer of base camp was accomplished the following day
by Tom, Richard, Steve argd Hugh, who elong with Jos then faced an smoiows waltl
for frcdy ard Jobn, partioularly when s storn sovelopsd the mountain,
Fortunalely it colsaved in a few hours,

On duldy 7 Tom asngd Jos walked wp the valley towards the descent rouls and med
Anddy s Jobn, They all returned o camp and bold the story) &fter Jos had lefi,
Ardy andd Jobm went to the col and spent & night and most of the next day
bhers, intend irgg b ocontinues when the sun o was cooler, & stors developsd bl they
Cdecided to head for s prominent rock buliress sbouwt 1000FL higher, bivouscing
thers as they wallsd for the weather fo clear,

£ dam sitart took thesm wp bo the showlder, finding escellent snow conchitions
which rapidly deteviorsted when fhe sun came g, 4 long gentls traverse led o
the final sumnit slops, They dumped most of Lhelr gesr, tebing just waterproofs
and some food bars, and stavied the long haul Lo the heavily-corniced summil,
reaching it al sbout T0awm on July &, For the only time in s day of perfect
weather it clowded ind They descended bo thelr sacks and collapssd in the hotl
zur, AL abouwl Zpw they sst off agein, descencing past the snow cave and right
down dnto the valley for anoiher night out, before continudng wntil they set Tow
angd Joe,

We had gquite s party that afternoon, {lushed with swcitement snd relisf - the
monntain had besn olimbed with no induries or worss problsss, Dur pre-arranogsd
porters twrnsd wpo in the morning, svervone hodsted big losds and we walked down
to the road in e couple of hows, Afler paving the poriers we hived 2 ovan o
tabe ws to Ihreahis's al Susi, had s meal there, hired another van and wers tabken
Back to Gilgit, with inorsdible wiews this Lime,

The rest of the trip pesssd plessantly, lazineg about in the Hunzs Inn, mesbing
three dis-chuffed Austrians who had besn sboul 0 sed off o olimb owre
mowtbein, wntil Tom, Richard, Jobn oand Jos bravellsd bo Islamebad, this time in
a safe and respectable 14 howrs, and ceught s flight home the Tollowing day,
Ardy met wp with a British team who had just svedved in Gilgid, while Steve and
Hugh went frekbing in the Magar vallay, '

It had besn s very successful ewpedition, We had made the first ascent of a2
vary fing mountain with the sadn sspedition away from hoss for only four wesbs,
The sxpedition was low cost, though it may have besn more comfortable with
graster sspensse {ag, hiring smore porters?, Ve made & Dlg nistake with food,
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