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A lightweight, alpine style eight man mountaineering expedition to the Karakoram. 

The objectives are to climb upto ten unclimbed peaks in the Naltar valley area, just 

off the Hunza valley. Also, a face route will be attempted on Shani Peak (5885 

metres). All mountains are below 6000 metres, and in a compact geographical area. 

All expedition members are present members of the Imperial College

Mountaineering club.
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Introduction

When we initially thought of how and where to take a mountaineering expedition, 
we had two ideas uppermost in our minds. First to do something worthwhile, and 
second to do it cheaply. The choice of Pakistan was made because the weather is 
acceptable for climbing during the university summer vacation, and because we had 
seen reports of small and successful previous expeditions. In recent years, one of 
the months of July and August has provided good weather for climbing in the area. 
Most of the very high mountains have been climbed several times before. We would 
all love to be the first people to stand on a new summit. Hence, after some research 
we identified the Naltar Valley area as a place where we had the chance to make 
several first ascents. It also had the added advantage that it could be done on a 
trekking permit. If we went to climb mountains above 6000 metres, we would have 
been faced with multiple peak fees, a not inconsiderable sum of money.

Travel Arrangements

The expedition plans to fly to Karachi, and will most probably be flying with Royal 
Jordanian Airlines. This enables a very much cheaper air fare than could be 
obtained by flying direct to Islamabad. An advance party of two or three people 
will fly out a few days before the rest of the party in order to release equipment that 
has been air freighted in advance to Islamabad. The journey will be by train from 
Karachi to Islamabad, which is about five pounds for a two day trip. Once the 
equipment and the party are united, and local food bought everyone will travel first 
by chartered minibuses to Gilgit and then by Jeep to Naltar. Naltar is the road head 
about 10 miles from Nomal in the Hunza Valley, where we leave the Karakoram 
Highway. Porters will be hired in Naltar for the one to two day walk in to Shani 
base camp. Most peaks are accessible from here although it is envisaged that there 
will be one or two smaller temporary advance base camps.



Grant giving bodies.

The expedition has received the full support of the Imperial College Exploration 
Board. In addition to being an approved enterprise and receiving financial support, 
the board are providing insurance cover for all current students through Alexander 
& Alexander & Reed Stenhouse, a scheme prepared in consultation with the Royal 
Geographical Society. The other two members of the expedition will be 
undertaking the same insurance. The board in conjunction with the insurance 
company are providing arrangements to meet the Pakistan Government's 
regulations over a bond for helicopter rescue. A small selection of equipment such 
as tents and stoves are likely to be hired from this source. They are also acting as 
our bankers, using the Imperial College account, which avoids any potential bank 
interest charge in addition to providing a better audit. They may also act as our 
home agent.

Applications for support and approval have been made to the British 
Mountaineering Council, the Mount Everest Foundation and the Royal 
Geographical Society.

The Climbs

The Naltar valley area is shown in a sketch map in figure 1. This is based on a map 
produced by Stephen Venables and Dick Renshaw, who both visited the area in 
1984. It also incorporates some additional information provided by Trevor 
Braham in 1970 pointing out three peaks above 17000 feet just to the west of the 
Twins. He reported that two of them looked very much worth climbing. The map 
shows unclimbed peaks as white triangles and climbed peaks as black triangles. It is 
clear that there are many unascended peaks, although one or two expeditions have 
been there in the recent past and not published any report of their climbs. Between 
them Braham, Venables and Renshaw climbed the Snow Dome (a very easy peak), 
the Twins, Sentinel Peak, and Mehrbani. These peaks and the unclimbed ones are 
within the capabilities of this party. Shani was climbed in August 1986 by a party led 
by Roger Elliott up the west ridge, and reported in High magazine in December 
1986.





This report includes two pictures of the mountain, and it looks as though a face 
route may be possible. Trevor Braham described this peak as a "route for future 
Bonattis". We are keen to attempt this. We are also keen to investigate the three 
western peaks discussed by Braham. The summit of Khaitar at 5580 metres also 
seems a good target. We believe that by having four ropes of climbers in the area, 
we can complete the exploration and climb the remaining peaks. If we do succeed in 
climbing a face route on Shani we can expect considerable coverage in the 
mountaineering press, and beneficial advertising for any companies who sponsor 
us.

Diplomatic Matters.

We have discussed the expedition with the Pakistan embassey in London. We are 
told there is no problem in obtaining visas. Following payment of £25 per person it 
usually takes four working days for the visa to be issued. Since we are not climbing 
peaks above 6000 metres, we do not need to pay a mountaineering peak fee. 
However, we will need individual trekking permits. These can be issued on the spot 
in Islamabad by the Ministry of Tourism. We are trying to get these permits in 
advance of our departure to minimise delay in Pakistan. The trekking fee is a 
nominal sum roughly about £5 per person.



Finance

JL Expenditure.

Item Cost in £

air fares 2400
local travel 600
freight 500
insurance nil
porters 420
UK admin 100
Permits 40
visas 200
food 1440
group equipment and hire 1000

total 6700

plus 10% contingency 670

Grand total 7370

2 Income

personal contributions 3200
IC exploration board 1500
profit on T-shirt sales 150
Balance to find 2520

total 7370

notes
1. We have received a quotation for airfares at £280 per person.
2. Porters are estimated at £7 per day, assuming a maximum of 15 porters up 

and down and the journey lasting two days.
3. Food is estimated at £3 per person per day.
4. We are hoping to obtain corporate discount on freight.



Equipment

Most members of the expedition have a full compliment of personal mountaineering 
equipment suitable for summer alpine or Scottish winter climbing. The anticipated 
weather when we will be in Pakistan in July and August at altitude is not too 
dissimilar to summer alpine. Therefore, except for some replacement or 
upgrading of items, our clothing should be adequate. In terms of hardware we will 
need some replacement ice tools and crampons in case of damage plus a stock of ice 
and snow protection. We will hopefully be able to hire base camp tents and stoves. 
One major expense will be gas stoves and fuel for on climbs. Further significant 
purchases which we anticipate are of ropes and bivouac equipment.

Medical

The expedition is using the College medical centre as the source of information on 
which dmgs to take for use in the field, and also for immunisation. This centre has 
much experience in advising and educated expeditions to many parts of the world 
such as Ecuador, Peru ,Pakistan and Africa and also previous mountaineering 
expeditions. We are assured of the best available help and our own medical officer, 
David Grimshaw is ensuring as many members as possible receive some medical 
training.

Food

The expedition is planning to use a mixture of UK and local foodstuffs. Because air 
freight is expensive, it is planned to only take high value to weight items, essential 
items difficult to obtain locally, and a few luxury items. As an expedition we can 
use the duty free bonded warehouses in Islamabad to obtain part of the residue. The 
rest will be obtained in local marketplaces. We are actively seeking donations or 
discount on freeze dried mountain food, sauces, tea and coffee.



Research and exploration

Our academic backgrounds are in engineering, physics,maths and chemistry. We 
are not specialists in earth or life sciences so there is little fundamental field 
research that we can undertake. We may consider doing some simple research of 
this nature providing it does not interfere with the mountaineering. What we 
definitely can do is to improve and extend previous sketch maps of the area. We 
will be prepared to make any such maps plus some photographs available to 
interested parties.

The team members.

The team comprises 6 current students of Imperial College of Science and 
Technology and 2 recent graduates. All are current members of Imperial College 
Mountaineering Club and have known and climbed with each other for a number of 
years. The group feeling is that there is a strong mixture of friendship and 
mountaineering experience that will ensure a successful expedition. A short profile 
of all members is included below.

Name:

Age:
Nationality:

Occupation:

Experience:

1 Mountaineering

2Jce

3.Rock

Other:

David C. Grimshaw
19 years 
British.
Second year undergraduate on a joint honours course in 
Chemistry and Biochemistry.

Two short seasons in the Pennine Alps. Has climbed Pigne 
D'Arolla, L’Eveque and Aiguille de la Tsa from Arolla. 
Has three years experience in Scotland, Wales and the 
Lakes. Climbs at IH/TV, typical ascents being No. 6 Gully 
in Glencoe and Raven Crag Gully in the Lakes.
Has been rock climbing for three years in the UK. Typical 
leads are Valkyrie (HVS 5a) and Chequers Buttress ( HVS 
5b) at Froggat, and Kipling Groove ( HVS 5a) on Gimmer. 
David is the expedition's medical officer.



Name:
Age:
Nationality:

Occupation:

Experience:

1 Mountaineering

2 Ice  

3.Rock

Other:

Name:
Age:

Nationality:

Occupation:

Experience:

1 Mountaineering

2Jce

.Teremv John Hasnin
23
British.
Mechanical Engineering fourth year undergraduate.

3 alpine seasons. Routes include Jungfrau (4158m),Munch 
(4099m), Cosmiques Ridge on Aiguille du Midi (AD) in 
France, Aiguille de la Tsa (3668m , AD) in Valais, Piz 
Spazecaldera (IV) in Bergell.
2 short Scottish and Welsh seasons. Routes include the 
Ramp (HI) and Central Route (n/EH) in Ogwen. Faicaille 
Ridge, Cairngorm (II) solo.
Has climbed in many areas in the UK. Also at En Vau, 
Buis les Baronnies and Fontainbleau in France; Bockmatli, 
Bruggler and Eggerkinger in Switzerland. Routes include 
Merlin (VS 4c) & Olympic Slab (VS 4c) at Tremadoc, 
Troutdale Pinnacle Direct (VS 4c) in Borrowdale. 
Expedition leader and Vice-President of Imperial 
College Mountaineering Club. Sponsored student of GEC 
Turbine Generators Ltd. Has done a first aid course.

Ian Anthony Househam
24
British.
Physicist at Harwell.

Three summer seasons in the Alps based in Chamonix.Ian's 
best routes include a solos of the North Face of the Courtes 
(TD) and the North Face of the Tour ronde (D-). Ian has 
also climbed the Papillons ridge (D+).
Regularly leads and solos grade V. Best solos are Orion 
face Direct, Point Five Gully and Zero Gully. Has also 
climbed 1959 Face Route and Pumpkin.



3.Rock 

Other:

Name:

Age:

Nationality:
Occupation:

Experience:

1 Mountaineering
��

2Jce

3.Rock

Other:

Name:

Age:

Nationality:
Occupation:

Experience:

Has climbed for about four years, and leads upto El 5c. 
routes include Desire (St Govan's Head), Chequers 
Buttress (Frogatt) and Concrete Chimney at Gogarth. 
Graduated in Physics at Imperial in 1984. Has also rock 
climbed at Buis Les Baronnies, Les Calanques and 
Fontainbleau in France. Ian is the expedition publicity 
officer.

David Idenden
21
British.
Physics 3rd year undergraduate.

One alpine season in Chamonix and Arolla, including the 
Contamine route on the Aiquille du Midi (ED).
Left Branch of Little Gully on Pavey Ark (III)
Two years in the UK. Best routes led include Vladamir 
and theBeast (Pembroke E4,6a), Left Wall (Snowdonia 
E3,5c). Has also climbed in France at En Vau and Verdon. 
Routes at Verdon include Miroir de Fou (6c+), 
Pichenibule (6c), Mangoustine (6c).
President of Imperial College Mountaineering Club. Past 
treasurer of the mountaineering club and expedition 
equipment officer.

Jeremv Lav
23
British.
Trainee stockbroker in London.



1 .Mountaineering

2 Ice  

3.Rock

Other:

Name:

Age:

Nationality: 

Occupation: 

Experience:

1 .Mountaineering

2 Ice

Wide experience. Has had two alpine seasons and was a 
member of an expedition to Kenya in 1985. His best routes 
in the Alps include The American Direct on the West Face 
of the Dru (ED- / ED 6b), the Cordier Piller on the West 
Face of the Charmoz (TD+), a solo of the NNE spur of Les 
Courtes( D+ /TD-). In Kenya he has climbed the Ice 
Window (V) on Mount Kenya, the NE buttress of Batian 
(TD+, VI) and the West Face of Point Piggott (E3,6a at 
4957m).
Has just started his second Sottish season. Climbs to Grade 
V. Best route Vanishing Gully (V) on Ben Nevis. 
Regularly climbs E3. Best routes are The Butcher (E3 5c) 
at Pembroke, Them (E3 6a) at Avon. Has soloed Death 
Knell E4 5c at the Roaches and Great Slab E3 5b at 
Frogatt. Has also climed in Yosemite, including 
Washington Tower( A2 5.10)
Graduated from Imperial in Electrical Engineering in June 
1984.

Richard Mark Pickersgill
21
British.
Third year chemical Engineering undergraduate.

One alpine season in Chamonix. Routes include Grand 
Mulets route and Couzy Route(TD-) on Mont Blanc. 
Chapelle de la Gliere (AD) and NE ridge of Aiguille de 
I’M (D+).
One season in Scotland and Wales. On Cairngorm has 
done Right Hand Y (II) . In Wales climbs include South 
Gully (IV) and the Screen (HI) in the Devil's Kitchen. 
Snowdrop (IV) on Snowdon and Cascade (V) on 
Craig-Y-Rhaeder.



3.Rock

Other:

Name:

Age:

Nationality:

Occupation:
Experience:

1 Mountaineering

2Jce

3.Rock

Other:

Name:
Age:

Nationality: 
Occupation: 
Experience:

1 Mountaineering

Has been rock climbing for two years at many crags in the 
UK and also in Spain. Climbs regularly to El standard on 
routes such as Suicide Wall (Bosigran) and Pill Box at 
Pentrwyn.
Mark is treasurer both for the expedition and the 
mountaineering club.

Douglas Morgan Smith
23
British.
Third year postgraduate in Mechanical Engineering.

Two alpine seasons in France, Switzerland and Spain.Best 
routes include Noranjo de Bulnes (West Face ED inf), 
Contamine route on the Aig. du Midi (ED) and the Dent du 
Geant (AD+).
One season in Scodand and Wales including Cascade (V), 
SnowDrop (IV) on Snowdon and a solo of Avalanche 
Gully (HI) in Glencoe.
Two years of experience in the UK and at En Vau. Leads 
upto E3 6a , good examples being String of Pearls at Pen 
Trwyn and Toad Wall Special at Bosigran.
Expedition food officer.

Alan Williams 
21
British.
Third year Mathematics undergraduate.

Two alpine seasons. Has climbed the Pigne d'Arolla and E 
Face of the Aiguille de la Tsa in Switzerland, and Mont



2Jce

3.Rock

Other:

Blanc and the Couzy route, Aig. de I'M in France.
One Scottish season. Routes include Hells Lum Chimney 
(IE/IV) and Avalanche Gully (HI) in Glen Coe.
Has been rock climbing for two years. Climbs to El and 
TD-. Alans best routes are Route B Buttress Direct (E l 
Pembroke), Delicatessen (El High Tor) and Pilier Droit 
de la Passerelle (TD- Calanque En Vau).
Has done a St John's Ambulance first aid course. Alan is 
responsible for expedition travel, maps and research.


