
BRITISH KONGDE RI EXPEDITION 1987
marv Repov" t

The team members were as follows :-
Andy Creigh ( Leader) Chris Rees-Jones
Decl an MacMahon Bruce B aker M a r c ri i.i <m f' c« r d

Andy Creigh can be contacted a t the following a d r e s s s -
Flat 2  Lincoln House, Asteys Row, Islington, London Ml 
Telephone 2 35h ~*59E1

Objective of expedition s An ascent of Kwangde?? 
t r e I-:; !•:: i n g p e a I-:; i n t e K h t.i m b i.i area o f M e p a 1 .

£0?000 ft

Overa11 Dates
3rd Dc tober 

11th October 
E3rd Oc tober 
6th November 

16th November 
�� 61 �� �� o V e rn b e r

Outward flight to Kathmandu 
Started approach march 
Established Base Camp 
Left Base Camp
Flew out from Lukla airstrip to Kathmandu 
Returned to Eng1 and

1--J e a t h e r c o n d i t i c< n s
A heavy snow fa l l  on the 19th of October meant that the 

snowline on Kwangde dropped from 17?!500 f t  to appr o x i mate 1 y 
13? 000 f t -  Despite the sunshine over the two weeks that i t  
took us to establish and stock Camp 3 at 17?000 f t  ready fo r 
a summit push? the snow did not consolidate? and in the face 
���  t li e pCior and ser* i ci��� � � o nd i t i o ns we cJec i ded t c* al:« ancJ�  n �� ��� �  
a 11 e m p t �  n t h e m o u n t a i n .

Acc i dents
For tu.nately ? none of the expedition members? Sherpas or 

porters? had any serious accidents dLArinq the whole trip-
Technical route description of the climb

The North-East ridge of Kwangde? descenids from the summit 
and s p lits  in two forming an inverted V at about 18?000 f t -

U u r r o Li t e t r a v e r s e d d i a g o n a 1 ]. y a c r o s s a 1 a r g e s n o w b a s i n 
a n d u p a s  n o w gull y t o r e a c h the 1 e f  t h a n d f o v“ !•:; o f  t h b r i d g e „

E s t i ii'i a t e d t o t a 1 c o s t
Each membev" of the expedition spent in the region of 

f: i ? 3 0 u �  h 1 s f  ]. g u r- e d o e s n c: t i n c: ]. �� ��  e e c] � �L p m e r? t ���  �� �g ri t 1 n t �� 0:1
' K' ij V- i r  t. r'; t h 0 0 D 0 r;| 1 tl. ��  n hi- �; h 0 a i f i (j ��  n t: ; !;;;' 0 r: �:; a r  i 0 �  w-i �  e I \-

i"r Oiii o n e  1 •id 1 / 1 J l? a 1 t o  t  li 0 n e x t  .. /
i i‘ i 0 ij Ve r a 1 j. c; �  s t c;« f  t hi e e p ec;j 1 11. co' * a�� t li e v" ef r? v- 0

a |;:i p i" (j;; 1 m a t e J. y # 6 ? 5 0 �0  «
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P 1anning Pace  3

! 0 f*i O Li T1 ci i *!~i

1 h e  N e p a l e s e  GoverniTient h a v e  d e E i g n a t e d  a b o u t  twerity t r e k k i n g �

p e a k s  ot B .ro irn d  B 0 ^ 0 0 0  f t  i n  h e i g h t  f o r  w h ic h  they  cjive p e r m i s s i o n �

fiiuc h mo r e  r e a d i l y  t h an  to r t h e  fna j o r sacniTi i t e -

The North-East r id g e  d e sce n d s  from the sumniit o f  Kongde �
forcriing an in v e rte d  Y at ap p ro xim ately  i S ? 0 0 0  f t . ?  the  l e f t �
branch  o f  which  s p l i t s  a g a in  at about 1 7 ? 5 0 0  f t .

( See  ffiap and photograph  in  appendix  C. )

i_f n ai 
li ano

H a v in g  d e c id e d  on Kongde S h a r , most o f  our p r e l im in a r y �
ĉ ri angenienTs were iTiaoe *urirc*LiQn hc*afna T ravel  in  tne iJfL w ith  Po'H/er�
T re k s  and  E x p e d i t i o n s  in  Kathm andu.

t'--.c= i iGGcf lxi �  si-OiJiateLi ej-oe-e biv'ereec ? anG h<=is- a nufube! o t �
routes to it"-s three* sumiTtits. I saw a picture of the peak in �
S t Gp hen Bez r ucha"s 'Trek k i ng i n Nep a 1" boo k and cno se the No r t h — 
Base rxoge ĉ t the Bnar sufOiFiic because xt xc*ckeo ro oe i e 1 ar i’%/?=: iy 
Tree Trc*cn c*o.ieccive oangsrs- ano Quite crial Xeng ing *

i“'i epdi axxun=>

* n tz :r = &  1 S F I O S i f i S V l X  5  X i l£Z 1 LaCj  o d  S K C Z S '—- 3  D a L Q Q 0 - y £  S  1 X O  Wcs.'i fi—c  o n  *c lx &

ffiain � � � � � 	  flight? irraurance? initial accomodation in Kathmandu? 
c?.no adv*sdinL_a LiOOr’.xng 't' xxgnijS Tnofn L-Ur-inxa xo Kax^p?jTjanGu»

One e i n 4̂sp a 1 ? f i na 1 ar r anq ems n t s ? i nc 1 ud i ng o b t a i n i ng 
trekking and peak permits? base rairip food and ^ q u i p m ^ n t  ? and 
arranqifiq transport to tiie road head at Jiri? were made through 
hov'ei if eKe aiid our tiirdar ? Ohoi^anq hxnzix i3herpa«
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Journev to Kathmandu raqe

I4e travelled to Kathmandu with Bangladesh Biman airlines. �
Stopovers were made at Paris? Pcome? Dubai and Dakka. The advantage �
of this airline -for Tlights to Kathmandu is that you do not have �
to change airlines at Delhi as with most others? however some ot�
the team were not impressed by the overall ot service.

Roama travel arranged for us to take  !  Kilos of excess �
baggage per person at no extra cost. Approx innately 14 kilos per�
person was sent one week in advance as accompanied luggage. This �
necessitated the payment of minimal insurance but no import tax�
was payable as the 70 kilos was made up entirely of food.

With s u i tab i e use o f h and 1ug gage alio wane es and t h e�
redistribution of some equipment to the three trekkers? nobody had �
to pay for excess luggage.

It is worth noting that Dakka is not much better than Delhi �
in terms of reliability of onward flights to Kathmandu. On arrival �
there? we raced through to the onward flights check— in desk and �
thought that we were at the head of the queue. Four hours into the �
eight hour stopover? the airline calmly announced that one third �
of the passengers would have to spend the night in Bakka and would �
catch the following morning's flight instead. In the event? the �
four members of our group who stayed had an enjoyable night at the �
airline’s expense and arrived the following morning as expected-

Kathmandu

ye spent six days in Kathmandu preparing for the expedition, �
ye discussed our requirements with Hike Cheney at Rover Treks and �
Expeditions and then set out with our Sirdar? Chowang F:inzin�
Sherpa? to buy all the necessary supplies and equipment.

In the meantime? Rover Treks obtained our trekking permits? �
visa extensions? peak permit? booked a bus for our journey to the �
� � � � � � �  � �  at Jiri? and confirmed our bookings for the flight out �
from the Lukhla airstrip.

Gn the day before the bus journey? we � � � � � � � �  all our �
equipment into porter loads of around 30 kilos. For this reason it�
was quite useful that we had stayed at the Kathmandu Guest House �
as it has a large " # � � � � � �  at the rear which is ideal for this �
purpose.



Approach march Pace 6

In addition to ourselves? our approach party consisted of six 
other friends heading for various objectives in the Khumbu area, 
with our five Sherpas? large amounts of equipment? and porters 
that we picked up along the way? it was necessary to hire a bus 
for the journey to Jiri rather than travelling individualIy-

uue trO a. ianosi 3.p nerween L_afnosangu anc u î  x ? we nc\Q to r»Xi e 
a second bus on the other side of the impasse for the final leg of 
trhe journey. klhii xe rhe eGuicmenr was carr leo acrc*ss oy L.*ur growing 
band of porters? a couple of hours were spent negotiating with 
various bus owners until an acceptable fee was agreed upon.

Ne started out from Jiri the following morning with a total 
of E3 porters including one foreman? and took a further 10 days to 
reach rlamche Bazaar. 13 of the E3 porters were for our eMpedition.

Of special note? is the big storm that took place on the ISth 
and 19th of October which caused the snoswline in the Khumbu area 
to Grop o'y aoou's Cf?»£500 Tt«

At Namche Bazaar the porters were paid off and a day was 
spent buying more base camp food and other equipment before 
i_o"iitinuinG to our base camp»

Zapchios? a cross between a Yak and a cow ? were used as far 
as the village of p B ih r e n 3 to 9 hours west of Namche? where we 
€iakmp-^d for the night. The following morning? local women and 
children were employed for the final 3 hour carry up to base camp. 
The approach is well known to the locals as the area around the 
base camp is used as a summer grazing p a ^ ^ t u r ^  n and involves a 
climb of several thousand feet through thick rhododendron forest.
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