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THE CONCEPT
The idea of a joint expedition to Mt Changuch stemmed from the successful joint

expedition the previous year with the Himalaya Beckon Club of Calcutta to
Mt Tharkot.

THE MOUNTAIN

Mt Changuch lies in the Kumaon Himalaya in NE India. At 6325m, it is the second
highest point on a ridge running North-South, just south of Nanda Devi forming the
south-eastern border of the Nanda Devi Sanctuary.

A virgin peak, the aim of the expedition was to get as many members onto the
summit by the easiest line, but this was to prove impossible.

THE TEAM

British:- Geoff Hornby (28) - Deputy Leader
Over fifty alpine routes, including the Walker Spur and the
Matterhorn North face. Notable ascents in North America
include Mt Watkins South face. In Kenya, the Diamond Couloir
Direct and the Ice Window solo, both in winter. Mt Tharkot joint
expedition 1987 - Deputy Leader.

Duncan Hornby (24)
Some alpine experience both in summer and winter.
Accomplished skier, with alpine ski touring experience.

Aqil Chaudhry (27)
Alpine ascents in both summer and winter. Ascents in North
America include Washington Column South face.

Jonathan Preston (30)
Twenty alpine routes. 3 winters ski guiding in the Alps. Wide
range of ice and rock climbing in UK.

John McKeever (25?)
Over forty alpine routes including the Walker Spur, Winter
ascents in the Polish Tatras.



Ihdians:-

The Indian members all belonged to the Himalaya’s Beckon Club of Calcutta. Their
experience consisted of training courses at the Nehru Institute of Mountaineering
and previous expeditions to the Kumaon and Gharwal regions of around 6000m.

Chan Dan Mukhoty - Expedition Leader
Subhasish Roy

Rajseklar Ghosh

Roy

Sabyasachi Mukherjee

The Approach and Ascent

We left New Delhi on the 16th August on a two day bus journey to the road head at
Bharari. Arough road to Loharkuet (7,000%), frequently prone to landslide saved us
a day’s walk. We had pre-arranged to meet the porters and the mules along the
section of road.

The walk in took four days, which involved going over the Dhakuri pass (10,000)
and down to a small village, Khati, then following an established trail via Dwali and
Phurkia (x 13,000 to Zero Point, on the southern moraine of the Pindari glacier.
Base camp was established here (13,800°) on 21st August. It was at this point that
we realised that access to Mt Changuch, hitherto possible according to the Indian
members, was going to be extremely arduous and dangerous for a large party.
Between Zero Point and the base of Mt Changuch lay the lateral and medial
moraines of the Changuch glacier, with sides of over a 1,000" of loose ground. We
decided to move up the side of the Changuch glacier in the hope of crossing higher

up.

Using a faint trail made by local shepherds, McKeever and Chaudhry established
an advance camp site at 14,800° on the 22nd August. Even from here to cross over
to Mt Changuch appeared dangerous with difficult moraine crossings and slopes
guarded by serac walls above. Advance camp was stocked up with food, tents and
equipment over the next 3 days.

After a long discussion with the Liaison Officer, we decided our next step would be
to follow the Changuch glacier to the col at the head, where another means of
gaining access to Changuch would be capitalised.



Another camp was established at 16,800" below the col. The route over the col
proved problematical with large crevasses and bergschrunds to be negotiated.
McKeever, Chaudhry & Rajseklar Ghosh opened up this route and established a
camp on Nandabhanar. They were repulsed by bad weather the next day and

retreated (leaving the tent and food) to Camp 1 below the col.

When the weather improved, 4 days later, the two Hornbys, McKeever, Chaudhry,
Preston & Mukhoty regained the col and after collecting our cache of equipment
from the abandoned tent, we set out across the Kaphni Glacier to just below
Mt Laspa Dhura, and established Camp 2 at 17,200,

The next day, we split up into two groups, the two leaders off to explore the edge
of the icefall, for an easy access to the safe glacier above and hence towards
Nandabhanar. The other group ascended Laspa Dhura (5,913m) via the North
Ridge. The summit was reached by McKeever and Chaudhry, Preston and
Duncan Hornby and descended via the West Ridge ending with an exposed traverse
under a serac wall. The North Ridge was ascended and descended the next day by
Geoff Hornby and B Mukhoty.

From Laspa Dhura, the way through the upper icefall between Nandabhanar and
Nandakhani could be seen.

The next day, McKeever, Chaudhry & Preston moved quickly up the initial icefall
above the camp, onto the glacier and then threaded through the upper icefall to
gain the gentle col between Bhanar and Khani. McKeever and Chaudhry climbed
the easy snow slope to Nandabhanar's summit (6,236m)

The next day's plan was to attempt an assault on Nanda Kot's south east face
(6,811m), as yet unclimbed. Exhaustion and poor snow conditions forced them to
retreat from about 6,300m. Preston went on to climb Nandabhanar for sunrise and
McKeever strolled over to climb the loose rock slopes of Nandakhani (6,029m).

A safe retreat back to Camp 2 was made the same day. While McKeever,
Chaudhry and Preston rested at Camp 2, the other three moved down to Camp 1
clearing the mountain of rubbish.



We were all back at base camp on the 5th September, the porters had already been
sent for a few days ago. Base camp was left on the 6th and the porters plus mules

were met on their way up to base camp.

The entire team returned to New Delhi for the 9th September.

EXPENSES

Outgoing

Flights - 5 x 400 £2,000
Aec, Food in Delhi £ 200
Mountain food £ 350
Transport, food, porters to hill £ 830
Photographic film £ 100
Peak Fee £ 400
Visas £ 100
Admin and postage £ 50
Total £4,030
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