
BRITISH
ANDES

EXPEDITION

El Altar, Ecuador 
1987-1988



ECUADOR
Miles

[—T—r'TT -TTZTLL'TZi J. 1 'T 70

D
ra

w
in

g c
ou

rt
es

y o
f T

ra
de

 &
 T

ra
ve

l P
ub

lic
at

io
ns

 L
td

., B
at

h.

REFERENCES
Andy Fanshawe Personal contact and 
1984 British El Altar Expedition Report

St. Mary’s Hospital 1987 Pete Thexton 
Memorial Expedition to El Altar Personal

contact and prospectus 
Cambridge 1985 Ecuadorean Andes

Expedition Report
Articles in assorted climbing journals 

including Mountain no. 69, Climber &
Rambler June 1980, January and June 1985

Design by Colin Fielder 
Photographs by Andy Fanshawe

Typeset and printed by Richard Edward Ltd.







JEREMY COLE years. Experience includes MARK C/ADMAN Lobsang Spire in the Karakorum.
29 years old. A mountaineering in the European 27 years old. A He has trekked in the New Zealand
solicitor Alps and Norway, the ascent of petroleum Alps, the Rockies and the Garhwal
specialising in Mount Kilimanjaro and trekking in engineer with Himalaya in India and the Khumbu
civil litigation the Garhwal Himalaya in Northern British Gas region in Nepal.
with Lovell, India, the Khumbu region and the working on the
White and King, circuit of the Annapurna massif in Southern North PAUL CALDWELL
London. He has Nepal. He has extensive ski- Sea Rough Gas 28 years old. A doctor working in

_ ---- climbed for 12 mountaineering experience notably Storage Project, general practice, he has extensive
years. Experience includes m southern Europe including the Humberside. He has climbed for 9 experience of expedition medicine,
mountaineering in the European “Haute Route . years. Experience includes climbing He has worked with the British
Alps, the Atlas mountains, the extensively in Great Britain and the Schools Expedition Society as
Bugaboos in Canada, the Tetons in WALTER PHIPPS Europear Alps, including ascents of a medical officer, including on a
the USA, the mountains of Eastern 30 years old. A the North Face of the Dru and the 6-week expedition to Alaska in 1985
Turkey, the ascent of Mount professional West Face of the Petites Jorasses. He and this year to arctic Norway. In
Damavan in Iran, Kilimanjaro in mountaineer and also has a wide variety of ski- 1986 he was involved in Operation
Tanzania and at high altitude on owner of a mountaineering experience in the Raleigh on a 3-month visit to Peru
Mount Kenya. He has trekked mountaineering A1PS. including the “Haute Route", He has ice climbing experience in
extensively in Ladakh in Northern and skiing and in the Atlas Mountains. Scotland and the Pyrenees, and rock
India, the circuit of the Annapurna business in the climbing experience in the UK. He
massif in Nepal and up to K2 Base Lake District. PHIL RAPP is also in the Territorial Army.
Camp in the Karakorum Himalaya, He has climbed for 12 years. 28 years old.
Pakistan. He has also climbed in the Experience includes climbing A solicitor CHRIS BARRIE
Yosemite Valley in the USA and the extensively both in England and specialising 28 years old. An
Verdon Gorge in France. France. He has wide experience of in company/ industrial

climbing in the European Alps commercial law correspondent
CHARLES GREY including ascents of the American with Rooks Rider. with The

28 years old. A Direct on the Dru, the Walker Spur London. He has Engineer
solicitor on the Grandes Jorasses and the climbed for 7 magazine,
specialising in North Face of the Droites. He has years. Experience includes Experience
EEC/commercial trekked in Zanskar, Northern India mountaineering in the French Alps includes
law with Simmons and the Helambu area in Nepal. He and ascents of Island Peak (20 312 mountaineering in the Atlas
& Simmons, also has considerable ski- feet) in Nepal and Kilimanjaro. Mountains and the Alps, where he

I London. He has mountaineering experience in He was a lead climber on the Pete lived for 3 months. He has climbed
climbed for 9 Britain and the Alps. Thexton Memorial Expedition to widely in Britain.



■ ^uring December 1987 a team TIMETABLE expedition takes place, the weather grade III ice climb up the south-
■ of British climbers will 1987 21 Nov Advance party leaves should provide the best conditions western flank of Kilimanjaro in East

attempt to climb a number London for climbing from the inside. If Africa. A more detailed summary Of
of routes on the massif of El Altar in 22 Nov Advance party arrives conditions for these routes are too the team’s climbing experience is set
the Ecuadorean Andes. Quito unstable then there are a number of out alongside.

The massif is an extinct volcano. 5 Dec ^a’" Part7 'eaves difficult routes that can be
Many geologists believe that it was , _ .. . _ . attempted on the outside of the ITINERARY

. . . t 6 Dec Main party arrives Quito , xmwunnionce the highest in the world. It 7 Dec Buf. Banos crater. These routes may be Base Camp will be situated at the
now consists of a complex group of 8 Dec jeep to Candelaria included as part of the entrance to the crater about one
independent peaks of which the 9 Dee Hire mules at Candelaria acclimatisation programme. day’s walk from the nearest
highest summits are over 17 000 feet Walk to Base Camp We aim to rely on alpine-style roadhead at Candelaria. Candelar a
high. Only two successful ascents 10-29 Dec Climbing (including ascents, carrying most of our can be reached using jeeps hired ir
have been made from inside the initial period of equipment in a strong self-sufficient Banos, a small town about 100 mil ;s
crater, where the most difficult acclimatisation and push for the summit. However, we south of the capital Quito and well
routes lie. It is our intention to reconnaissance will {aj[e en0Ugit equipment to cope known locally for thermal springs,
conquer a third, and unclimbed, Tee'"™ Banos' C'ar'a with sections in more traditional Assuming that we attempt a rou e
route. 1988 1 Jan Bus to Quito style, by using fixed ropes and from the inside, Advance Base

3 Jan Leave Quito stocked camps, if necessary. Camp will be set up on a plateau
OBJECTIVES Arrive London An application has been made for located inside the crater wall where
El Altar consists of a range of----------------------------------------------recognition and support from the it will be sheltered from avalanches
mountain peaks grouped in a 3. El Tabernacular,(The Tabernacle) Mount Everest Foundation at the — an important factor given the
horseshoe. The semi-circular wall is at 17 010 feet (5 183 metres). Royal Geographical Society. prevalence of rock and ice
all that remains of the crater after a Our principal goal is the avalanches in the area. Alternative
massive explosion that took place unclimbed north ridge of El Obispo. THE TEAM Advance Base Camps can be
millions of years ago. The explosion Should this prove to be insuperable Most of the team members met at established at the foot of the outer
created a huge breach in the crater we have chosen two secondary Exeter University eight years ago slopes of the crater if we attempt
wall on the western side. This makes objectives: and have climbed together routes from the outside,
access possible to the interior of the 1. The west ridge of El Car.oningo. regularly. They have all climbed In order to maximise the amount
crater. 2. A continuous traverse between El extensively in most climbing areas of of time available for achieving our

There are three main summits in Obispo and El Tabernacular. Britain and the majority can lead on objective one member of the team
the El Altar group. These are: The ascent of these routes is a rock to an extreme standard. Three will arrive in Quito two weeks before
1. El Obispo (The Bishop) at 17 456 realistic possibility because the members of the team already have the rest of the team. He will obtain
feet (5 319 metres) snowfall has been unusually low over previous experience of climbing any necessary permits, buy local
2. El Canoningo (The Canon) at the last year, making the faces more volcanoes following their successful supplies, arrange transport to Base
17 262 feet (5 260 metres) stable. During December, when our ascent of the Heim glacier, a classic Camp and hire porters and mules.


