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On May 7th 1989, Paul Rogers, Murray Judge and Guy Cotter were 
met at Delhi Airport by Ed Cotter, Nick Cradock and Anna Cook, to 
make up the New Zealand Uli Biaho Spire Expedition. Ed, Nick and 
Anna had just spent one month ski touring in the hills behind Manali 
with friends from New Zealand.

The next day the group flew by P.I.A. to Lahore, Pakistan then onto 
the capital Islamabad and were met by Faqir, a Cook employed by 
Nazir Sabir, the expedition's agent.

Unfortunately it was Ramadan at this time which meant that all 
Government offices were closed until the 9th. However, food for 
the expedition was purchased and flights to Skardu were arranged.

When the Tourism offices opened the team met Captain Shabir, the 
expedition Liaison Officer. The expedition flew to Skardu on the 
14th and moved into the K2 Hostel and further provisions were 
purchased and 15 porters were hired from the throngs hanging 
around the K2 Hostel.

Two days later the expedition drove by jeep to Dassu, the staging 
point for the walk in and employed a further 15 porters for the 
walk in.

Bad weather prevailed on the walk in but base camp was reached in 
very fine weather. On the 21st the porters were paid off. The 
Liaison Officer, Captain Shabir was very helpful in negotiations 
with porters and did much of the organisational work that the Cook 
- Sidar should have done.

A reconnaissance on May 22nd and 23rd revealed that the access 
gully used in 1978 during the American Expedition was the most 
direct route to the base of the mountains although it was obviously 
an active avalanche chute.

Load carrying commenced to the base of the gully and on the 27th 
and 28th a route was forced up the gully to easy ground leading 
to the base of Uli Biaho. 200 metres of ropes were fixed in place 
to make load carrying safer and easier. Loads were ferried up the 
gully and on June 3rd, Paul and Murray fixed two pitches on the 
proposed new route on the South East Face and the following day 
another two pitches were added by Guy and Nick.

Bad weather on the 5th forced a retreat to base camp.

The barometer rose slightly on the 11th but by the time the gully 
was climbed to a camp under Uli Biaho, the weather had deteriorated 
again and the team left for base camp after an active avalanche 
c y c l e .
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On return to base camp it was discovered that there was no base 
camp food left and Faqir went to Askole Village, two days walk 
away, for more.

Anna and Ed had been to Concordia and Ed had left to return to 
Skardu earlier on and now Anna decided to leave with Faqir and 
the leader of an Italian Expedition, Stephen. Murray had work 
commitments back home and he left also.

On the 19th Faqir arrived back (this was the second time Faqir 
had gone for more food due to oversights in purchasing provisions 
in Rawalpindi), he had 10kg Flour, 3kg Rice, 3kg Milk Powder and 
3kg Ghee all costing R1265.

On the 22nd June, Nick and Guy returned to the snowcave and waited 
out a heavy slab avalanche cycle. Next day the proposed new route 
was stripped of equipment and a bivy was established under the 
South Pilar at 1,800. Paul joined them later that day.

The team climbed about six pitches on the 24th encountering heavy 
snowfalls in the afternoon and arrived at a protected ledge at 
6.00 pm at about 18,600*.

Next morning dawned fine and the trio climbed through fine weather 
encountering snow covered rock (on holds and ledges), climbing 
to 19,500* using aid and free techniques.

On the 26th an A3+ pitch was climbed which included bolt placements 
left by the Italian climbers. Seven pitches from the bivy the 
summit was reached at 4.00 pm in white out conditions.

During the descent the rappel ropes got stuck just on dark and a 
haul line was used to 'rappel to the bivy used on the night of the 
25th.

Next day the three descended to the Trango Glacier with all the 
equipment carried up bar the two ropes abandoned on route.

The porters arrived at base camp on the 28th and Skardu was reached 
on the 31st.

No flights were leaving Skardu due to inclement weather so the 
expedition members drove to Islamabad on the 3rd, arriving on the 
4th.

Nick left on the 7th July and Paul and Guy left on the 8th.





A M E R I C A N R o u t e

Uli Biaho. a magnificient granite tower seen from Urdukas in the early morning.
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