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On May 7th 1989, Paul Rogers, Murray Judge and Guy Cotter were

met at Delhi Airport by Ed Cotter, Nick Cradock and Anna Cook, to
make up the New Zealand Uli Biaho Spire Expedition. Ed, Nick and
Anna had just spent one month ski touring in the hills behind Manali
with friends from New Zealand.

The next day the group flew by P.1_A. to Lahore, Pakistan then onto
the capital Islamabad and were met by Faqgir, a Cook employed by
Nazir Sabir, the expedition®s agent.

Unfortunately it was Ramadan at this time which meant that all
Government offices were closed until the 9th. However, Tfood for
the expedition was purchased and flights to Skardu were arranged.

When the Tourism offices opened the team met Captain Shabir, the
expedition Liaison Officer. The expedition flew to Skardu on the
14th and moved into the K2 Hostel and further provisions were
purchased and 15 porters were hired from the throngs hanging
around the K2 Hostel.

Two days later the expedition drove by jeep to Dassu, the staging
point for the walk in and employed a further 15 porters for the
walk 1in.

Bad weather prevailed on the walk in but base camp was reached 1in
very fine weather. On the 21st the porters were paid off. The
Liaison Officer, Captain Shabir was very helpful 1in negotiations
with porters and did much of the organisational work that the Cook
- Sidar should have done.

A reconnaissance on May 22nd and 23rd revealed that the access
gully used in 1978 during the American Expedition was the most
direct route to the base of the mountains although it was obviously
an active avalanche chute.

Load carrying commenced to the base of the gully and on the 27th
and 28th a route was Tforced up the gully to easy ground leading

to the base of Uli Biaho. 200 metres of ropes were fixed in place
to make load carrying safer and easier. Loads were ferried up the
gully and on June 3rd, Paul and Murray fixed two pitches on the
proposed new route on the South East Face and the following day
another two pitches were added by Guy and Nick.

Bad weather on the 5th forced a retreat to base camp.

The barometer rose slightly on the 11th but by the time the gully
was climbed to a camp under Uli Biaho, the weather had deteriorated
again and the team left for base camp after an active avalanche
cycle.



On return to base camp it was discovered that there was no base
camp food left and Faqir went to Askole Village, two days walk
away, for more.

Anna and Ed had been to Concordia and Ed had left to return to
Skardu earlier on and now Anna decided to leave with Faqgir and
the leader of an Italian Expedition, Stephen. Murray had work
commitments back home and he left also.

On the 19th Faqir arrived back (this was the second time Faqir
had gone for more food due to oversights 1in purchasing provisions
in Rawalpindi), he had 10kg Flour, 3kg Rice, 3kg Milk Powder and
3kg Ghee all costing R1265.

On the 22nd June, Nick and Guy returned to the snowcave and waited
out a heavy slab avalanche cycle. Next day the proposed new route
was stripped of equipment and a bivy was established under the
South Pilar at 1,800. Paul joined them later that day.

The team climbed about six pitches on the 24th encountering heavy
snowfalls in the afternoon and arrived at a protected ledge at
6.00 pm at about 18,600%*.

Next morning dawned fine and the trio climbed through fine weather
encountering snow covered rock (on holds and ledges), climbing
to 19,500* using aid and free techniques.

On the 26th an A3+ pitch was climbed which included bolt placements
left by the Italian climbers. Seven pitches from the bivy the
summit was reached at 4.00 pm in white out conditions.

During the descent the rappel ropes got stuck just on dark and a
haul line was used to "rappel to the bivy used on the night of the
25th.

Next day the three descended to the Trango Glacier with all the
equipment carried up bar the two ropes abandoned on route.

The porters arrived at base camp on the 28th and Skardu was reached
on the 3lst.

No flights were leaving Skardu due to inclement weather so the
expedition members drove to Islamabad on the 3rd, arriving on the
4th.

Nick left on the 7th July and Paul and Guy left on the 8th.






AMERICAN Route

Uli Biaho. a magnifcient gaite tower seen from Urdukas in the early morning.



Budget estimate for uli Biaho -xpedition 1983

Preparfd ry Rob Hal? using information from K2 expedition 198S

Porterage In 30 x v.5x 7 = 23,730 Mr AC- Mr
Out 12 x 113 x 7 = 9,492 33,222
r.nnn ano oypges FER DAY x sC DAYS 24,000 Z<=f V<=0
Up>Tre Ove T ARGE ROOM PINE HOTEL
<0 MIGETS (IN AND OUT) X 500 f#NP Ry gl ~
Gd=<% CEE QW= lcc EACH PERSON 7o e e " 2-00
LIAISON OF-1CER Food allowance 45 days x 15C 6,750 —mmemommmmeees 77777000 5" o000
Coots Wages LE oavx y inn 6,750 - — GJS'o
Bxcess Baggage @W¥eWes detiogv PTA *af zLijpu.’ G0 0o [ Z\
Insurance PorteRS/COCK/LIAISON OFFICER 3 Ooo e 231 458r
Jeep Charter to ROAD END ( 2 IN & 1 OUT) oL 300
Airtickets StarDU RETURN " agor- t 2-
General Expense” 2.000 C”o ©o
#rters food 1,500 1
LRTeer2 e ¢ 7§ FANS STOVES ETC. 3 1,500- 2-. 7450
Sidar Wages (In only- Cook act as sidar ou~; §¢%%" oo f 72050
Taxis (twenty minutes 3TWN“*PINDI & ISLAMABAD) 1.500- - <hEW)
Porters gear (Socks sHOES GLOVE HAT RAINSHEE7; ¢co . 3 2-0
Customs airfreight cl EARANCE 1,000, ... 4 Ki/ZV.
Postage and Tolls - To 1,0uo0" A)A
Contingency (Unforeseen Inflation 7 Xep G20
Currency Fluctuation) 10,000-
116,422 127 ,~"F
Converted to Us Dollars at IS rupees - S6.4S7 anp W« 70 F.7-1

Converted to N2 Dollars at .60 = SN7 TO. 778 mb it. . 1 176T.T



pA! BIFDRET:  i1MATE ic,778

rapec £y ? 700 9,200 ——— ——=700
RANGE CCMME PPta? Mjnip & x PQO oqo £040
RREIGH- CH. n E_ONDON—15_ MABAD 200 KG. AT 5-0C :.000 -—— ——— /OA
MMODAT10N SINBAPORE AND KARACHI 4 X 120 480 --—— ON -
I Cost Esti MATE (NOT INC-DOING PEAK FEE3 PP pgp IN£02.T
DIVIDED FOUR WAYS = T — 4<=]6

THE MOST ACCURATE INFORMATION THAT I HAVE,
ALL STRICTLY IN AN "ALL CARE NO RESPONSES ITY
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