REPORT

RE: Nanga Parbat Expedition 1990

On 15th May 1990 we hiked beneath the 15,000 foot Rupai Fac?
Nanga Parbat (said to be the highest mountain face in the w
and set up our basecamp at a height of 13,500 feet in gra
meadows sandwiched between glacier and high rock walls*

There were 5 New Zealand climbers and 3 British born alpinists,
including myself. We were to operate as two separate units once
high on the mountain but in the more difficult lower regions we
would pool our efforts.

The route to a Camp 1 at 17,000 feet lay through a quite dry, but
often creaking, icefall and snow slopes. The camp was safely
placed on a small pass from where the next most difficult section,
could easily be seen. We first occupied this camp on the 20th May
on a cold, snowy afternoon.

The following six days were spent fixing rope up ’The Buttressb
to a small snow-shelf at 20,400 feet. This buttress is seamed by
snow and ice gullies and steeper rocky corners and provides the
most technical section of the climb, Paul Moores led the First
day and Adrian Burgess the next four days with a variety of
support climbers helping to carry up spare rope and other
climbing materials. Throughout this time the weather was only
fine for a couple of hours each morning and it wusually snowed in
the afternoons, Camp 2 was dug into the lee side of a corniced
ridge on the 26th May but not occupied until the 2nd June because
or coristant bad weather . Normally as the climbing sea.son

progresses the snowline on the mountain climbs higher but the
opposite was happening, while at Camp 2 it snowed every night and
the easier angled slopes of 35 degrees leading to Camp 3 at
23,000 fee f were becoming inereasiagly loaded with unstable snou,

while awaiting bellerr weather we wouJdd sit out the storms Ln
either basedamp or Camp 1. *The But tress’' surprised us one day by"
releasing a hwgh avaianche whieh became three-pronged and poured
like a waterfa.!i over our .Line of ascent. Luckiiy, no-one was
c Limbing az 1he time.

On 19th June we "were" once more at Camp. 2 and preparing to surpass
our high point at 21,500 feet, This was never to be because of
the increased avalanche dangers. The unconsolidated snow was
lying more than four feet thick and because it was on a layer of
ice presented a very real risk to climbers who- ventured to cross,

I decided to leave for home on the 21st June,



This is as related by Rod Kirkwood of Inverness:

Guy, Derek, Rod and Adam has a final attempt after 1 had left.
They climbed to Camp 3 (7000 m) with supplies and returned to
Camp 2. The next day they went to Camp 3 in deep snow and found
some old supplies from previous expeditions (presumably the from
previous year). Adam became ill and descended alone.

The next day the weather was good and they took the Canadian
variation route of 1980 (both Paul Moores and | were members of
that trip) as it is safer in deep snow conditions.

The next day dawned fine but as they set out along what is the
top of the Diamir side, Derek became too tired and the team
floundered. To quote Kirkwood iIn a recent letter to me:

"This was a bloody disaster as the chances of another attempt,
ie. another spell of good weather and all of us being fit and
keen enough to go again and be prepared to stick our necks out
seemed too unlikely..."™ They descended, during which Guy was
carried 500 feet by an avalanche as the weather broke. He
survived and they all reached basecamp safely iIn poor weather.

Members of the expedition:

Guy Halliburton (Leader) - he held the permission.
Greg Ord

Derek Chinn

Adam Darragh

Roddy Kirkwood

Adrian Burgess

Paul Moores

Hugh McNichol



Nanga Parbat Budget for 8 people
There were 1 L.O. & 2 cooks.

Excess baggage (outbound) plus freight and Gaz

Excess baggage (homeward bound)

Lodging in Rawalpindi (take care of our own @$10 / day)

Truck to Gilgit

Transport from Gilgit to Rawalpindi (return)

Lodging in Hunza Inn + food (Gilgit)

Expedition food bought in Rawalpindi

Packaging materials in Pindi (sacks/jute bags etc.)

Kerosene containers ( 5 x 45 lit. type)

Kerosene fuel

Kitchen ware (plates/pots/stoves)

Porter wages incl. food and gear (in) 58 x $23.15 x 1 day
to 2nd B/C 58 x $ 4.86 x 1 day

(out) approx. 20 load

Jeeps to Tarshing (G inward @ $83 each/)
( ditto outward )

Insurance - LO $17; Porters $4

Customs charge for gaz/fuel

LO staying in Gilgit or Astor

Staff wages - sardar/cook @ $12 /day

cookboy @ $4 /day
Peak permit

Pollution fee

Helicopter bond (Nazir posted the bond)
Interest on Heli-bond error

Cook and L.0O. food and gear costs
Walk-in costs

Extra food to basecamp

Airport taxes/customs (not personal)

Misc. 1items in Islamabad (foam pads/taxis etc.) approx.
Paid to Nazir Sabir agency fee @ $75 /head

Group gear bought in UK or NZ. tarps/stoves/"pickets
gaz/lIst aid etc.
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