ANDY PERKINS
CLIMBING EXPEDITIONS WORLDWIDE

21, Cheshire Street, Mossley, Lancashire. 015 U.K.

BRITISH PUMORI EXPEDITIQN 1990 : SUMMARY REPORT

Expedition Leader: Andy Perkins
Climbers: Jerry Hadwin, Henry Todd, George Rooney ( USA ), Chris Smith, Mike Woolridge,
Fete Cox, Paddy Gibson ( Team Loctor ).
Cbjec;™Mive: Tirst British ascent of South ridge of Pumori in Alpine style.
Dates; Depart U,K on 17%9.90
Katmandu 19-20*9*90
Approach walk 22.9,90 to 4.10.90
Acclimatisation 5.10,90 t021.10.90
Ascent 22-26.10.90
Walk out 29.10.90 t010.11.90
Depart Katmandu 14.11.90
>/eather: Mostly excellent during October, but getting markedly colder in middle of month
Strong winds above 650C m. Only one day of precinitation, 14.10.90, putting
down ~ cm of snow at BC.
Illness: One case of AMS, where climber already well acclimatised to 5500 m went from
5250 m to 6100 m in 4 hours. That night he experienced classic AMS symptoms:
nausea, headahes, vomiting. Descended back to 5256 m ther following morning
and Was fTine. Also one case of superficial frostbite on middle finger and thumb
of both hands
Route Description: Prom a BC site on Kala Patar ( 5250 ), route skirts the true R bank of
glacier dropping from the col at the base of the S ridge. At 5650 m, route crosses
S into centre of snow slope dropping from col, then climbs it on its L side to a
Camp at 61CO m on the col. -from here, the route strikes up the ridge, turning the
two obvious steps on the R, then crossing onto the L side of the ridge. Up to
this crossover point ( 6400 ), there was fixed line from a previous attempt.
Above the climbing was dharacterised by steep ( 50-80" ) snow climbing, often
on exposed aretes. There was an excellent site for a biwN" at 6450 m, followed

by 200 m of further climbing to easy ( I/Il ) snow slopes leading to the summit.
Total Cost: Approximately € 1300 per climber



