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THE NEW ZEALAND
EVEREST EXPEDITION 1990

SUMMARY REPORT



1. Expedition name: The New Zealand Everest Expedition 1990.
2. Membership:
a. Climbers. Mike Perry (leader), Shaun Norman (deputy leader), Chris Curry,
Mark Whetu, Dick Price, Hugh Van Noorden, Steve Bruce, Anton Woperies,
Mike Rheinberger.
b. Supporters. Monique Ettema, Josie Smith, Robyn Smith, K K Woo.
c. Sherpa. Pasang Noru Sherpa.
3. Leader: Mike Perry,
PO Box 22613,
Christchurch,

New Zealand.

Phone 3 844297
Fax 3 845266

4. Objective.

Ascent of Everest's North Face by way of the Great Couloir, (left hand
start), without using bottled oxygen. Although the Great Couloir had been
climbed to the summit by the Australians in 1984, the left hand start had not
been successfully climbed.

5. Expedition timetable:

March 29. Leave NZ.

March 31. Arrive Kathmandu.

April 5 - 9. Expedition drove to the Tibetan border town of Zhangmu.

April 10 - 16. Expedition drove to Base Camp via Nylamu and Xegar.

April 17 - May 13. Establishment and stocking of ABC, Camps 1 and 2. This
phase saw the establishment of all the valley and glacier camps. Camp 2 being
situated in a schrund just beneath the North Face.

May 14- June 3. Fixed rope placed on the slope up to the North Col;'Col’

camp established on the North Col; Camp 5 (traditional N Ridge numbering
system) established (7,800m); Camp 6 established (8,200m).
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June 4-11. Summit attempts. Attempt #1 on June 4; attempt #2 on June 11.
June 12 - 13. Mountain cleared down to ABC.

June 14 - 16. ABC and BC struck.

June 17 - 18. Return to Kathmandu.

June 21. Depart Kathmandu.

6. Weather.

We arrived at BC to find a rather windswept mountain and members of already
established teams looking gaunt and exhausted. Apparently the weather in
early spring had been brutal. Luckily this changed at the time of our arrival

and we enjoyed at first tolerable then mild clear weather through to the end

of the trip. It was, in fact, the best fine weather spell | have experienced

in mountains anywhere.

There were a few days of indifferent weather in the valley and atendency
towards increasing wind on the upper mountain from June 5 onwards.
Afternoon cloud drifting over from Nepal was common but not troublesome.

Heat, rather than cold was our most common problem. Between Camp 1 and
Camp 2 the route follows a very sheltered glacial bowl. During the middle of the
pre-dawn or in the evening. By June this heat had made the snow so
waterlogged that it was quite impossible to travel up or down glacier except

in the cold dawn hours. Even skis were unmanageable.

We had made a point of timing our summit bids for early June in the belief
that this would give optimum conditions - warm temperatures, long days and
increased barometric pressure. Some commentators predicted we would fall foul
of the monsoon and it is possible that this did happen though not in the way
they expected.

From late May to the June 4 summit attempt conditions on the upper mountain
were indeed optimal - no unconsolidated snow and calm, warm weather. From
June 5 there was a return to the high winds and freezing temperatures of
spring. This was most unexpected, coming at a time when we were fearing the
arrival of heavy monsoonal snowfalls. These low temperatures caused the
demise of the second summit attempt.

On June 14 a snowstorm left the mountain thoroughly blanketed with snow,
perhaps the beginning of the monsoon. If not, it certainly started on June 20

with torrential rain in Kathmandu and a shift in wind direction to the
South-East.

On our return to Kathmandu an experienced Sherpa friend told me that it is not
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uncommon for the monsoon to be preceded by a few days of wintery conditions
on the upper mountain.

Briefly, my conclusion is that late May Is the optimum summit time with early
June also being very good as extra time for second attempts.

7. Accidents and illness.

We experienced one potentially lethal accident. On May 7 Anton Woperies, Mark
Whetu and Chris Curry were making the first carry to Camp 2. Four days
previously the route had been explored and crevasses marked with crossed
wands. After that initial foray there were some days of snowfall and wind
locally. This caused many crevasses to be obscured with drifted snow.

The accident occurred when Anton, who was leading, on skis, collapsed a
snow bridge and fell 30m before becoming wedged in the crevasse. This was
a particularly wide crevasse but the bridge found by the initial route
establishment party was solid. The subsequent snow drift gave a false
impression that the bridge was wider than it really was and Anton was
unfortunate enough to cross over this 'false' section of the bridge.

Luckily, his companions were the right people to have around at the time -
Chris is an emergency medicine doctor and Mark is a UIAGM guide with
extensive crevasse rescue knowledge. Mark lowered Chris into the crevasse
where he spent two hours digging Anton out from the snow that had fallen on
top of him, stabilising him medically and operating the bottom of the extraction
system. Anton, very fortunately, had only a dislocated shoulder and a lot of
bruising.

The trio returned to Camp 1 late that night. Anton's arm was put back into
place the following morning and he was able to walk down to BC over the next
two days. It was decided to evacuate him because of a suspected fracture and
nerve damage. He left BC with a BBC film crew on May 12.

Back in New Zealand X-rays revealed no fracture but there has been substantial
nerve damage, now on the road to recovery.

There were no other accidents or noteworthy illness.

8. Route description.

The actual route of our attempt, the North Ridge, is well documented. However
access to it via the Middle Rongbuk glacier is very rare.
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The actual headwall beneath the North Col is very easy and could be
comfortably climbed without fixed iine in good conditions. In anticipation of
bad conditions we did fix a iine to the coi, using about 600m of rope and
following a slightly circuitous route to minimise avalanche exposure.

From the East Rongbuk junction to the end of the moraine opposite the Lho La
is quite straightforward moraine walking although very exposed to rockfall
between ABC and Camp 1. The declining glacier has left large crumbling
moraine walls beneath which one must walk. Stonefall was regular and at times
heavy. This area will get more dangerous in the future.

Above Camp 1 at the end of the moraine true glacier travel began and on foot
or snowshoe wearing a rope was essential. One morning, the trail breaker fell

thigh or waist deep in over 10 hidden crevasses - not good conditions for load

carrying. The route follows around the base of Changtse before crossing the

upper glacier to Camp 2, beneath the North face of Everest.

The North Ridge is very easy travel. There is a well established path up the
scree even at the 8,000m level! Mostly, the rock is very broken which makes
the descents tedious. There is a long stretch of snow ridge after leaving the
North Col that is very wind exposed.

Above Camp 6 the terrain becomes a little more alpine. Climbing through the
Yellow Band is steep and mildly technical in places. Between the First Step
and the Second Step is a very exposed traverse with much insecure footing.
Those climbing this section without bottled oxygen would be well advised to
take a rope. The Second Step is very steep but well fixed with rope and a
ladder. From there to our high point above the Third Step is easy ground. In
general, the climbing above Camp 6is not as easy as it looks in the
photographs, particularly when climbing without oxygen.
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10. Financial information.

Climbing members contributed $NZ 67,500. Supporters, including KK Woo, a
further $NZ 27,000.

Cash grants to date total $NZ 3,000.
Sponsorship in the form of goods was valued at $28,000.

The final outstanding cost as yet unknown is the bill with the Chinese
Mountaineering Association. We do have an estimate based on their published
costs but recognise the possibility of incurring unpublished charges.

| expect the true cost of the expedition to be about $NZ 130,000.
11. Reasons for retreat.
Attempt #1.

The first attempt was made by Steve Bruce and Hugh Van Noorden on June
4. After leaving camp 6 at 5.00am they made rapid progress to the top of the
First Step. At this point they encountered an exposed and loose rock traverse
towards the Second Step. They had decided not to carry a rope to save weight
and time but after completing the first haif of the traverse became concerned

at the prospect of returning over such serious ground unroped after reaching
the summit. For that reason, Steve turned back at that point. Feeling
stronger, Hugh carried on to about the top of the Third Step before turning
back for the same reason. He turned back at 2.30pm, at about 8,730m.

They had perfect, warm weather conditions and did not use bottled oxygen.
Attempt #2.

This comprised Mike Perry, Mark Whetu, Mike Rheinberger and Chris Curry. Only
Chris used bottled oxygen. Date - June 11.

Mike P. and Mark left Camp 6 just after 4.00am in cold, breezy conditions.
They were to repair and make safe old fixed rope in the Yellow Band. Chris
and Mike R followed at about 6.00am. Seventy metres of new rope was installed
and much old rope dug up. The wind increased steadily and by 9.00am, when
the group reached the start of the Norton Traverse, the three not using bottled
oxygen were thoroughly frozen. Rewarming of frozen feet was impossible
without shelter and the wind continued to increase. It was decided that if

the ascent continued frostbite was inevitabie, if not imminent so both Mikes
and Mark turned back. Sadly, this obliged Chris, who was tolerably warm, to
turn back also as the terrain ahead was not safe for solo travel.
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Wind speed was estimated at 25 knots at the time of retreat. Spindrift was

blowing and the was a plume off the summit ridge, otherwise the weather was
Clear.

The team were wearing good down suits and all the usual high altitude clothing
with the exception of overboots. Because the route is basically a rock climb,

it had been decided to wear only padded supergaitors. On the first attempt
Hugh had been forced to remove his neoprene overboots twice to tackle rock
climbing problems. Given that frozen feet were the prime cause of retreat,
footwear is a major concern for those attempting this route without bottled
oxygen in rocky conditions.

Our experience suggests that a major difficulty of not using bottled oxygen is
reduced ability to stay warm. No amount of exertion was able to warm us on
the morning of our attempt. Climbing rate, up to the point of retreat, was
quite fast - about 100m per hour when we weren't fixing rope.

The NZ Expedition to Everest 1990 7



NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITION TO MOUNT EVEREST 1990
INTERIM ACCOUNTS

INCOME $NZ

Climbers® contributions 67500
Supporters contributions 12000
KK Woo contribution 15000
NZ Alpine Club 3000
TOTAL INCOME 97500

EXPENDITURE $NZ

Chinese Mountaineering Association 40347
Airfares 20700
Airfreight 4192
Insurance 6054
Equipment 5992
Administration / communications 2531
Stopover costs 1042
Nepal hotel 2626
Nepal - food, transport etc 11883
Sherpa 2768
Food 546
Medical kit 1200
T shirts 797
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 100678

CURRENT DEFICIT $NZ -3178



