
EXPEDITION REPORT

15/6/91

NAME OF EXPEDITION: THE 1991 KASHMIR TO KULU SKI TRAVERSE

MEMBERS; HUW KINGSTON (LEADER)
CAROL ANKERS 
MEGAN BOWDEN 
JAMIE SERLE

CONTACT ADDRESS

FLIGHTS(INTERNAT & 2200 1000
DOMESTIC)

FOOD,STORES & MEDICAL 500 .100
ADMINISTRATION
GROUND COSTS IN INDIA 650
INSURANCE 200.
EQUIPMENT 87.0
HIRE OF LABOUR 100

4520 1300
TOTAL=5820

NOTES .
1 ALL FIGURES IN POUNDS STERLING
2 AS ALL EXPEDITION MEMBERS FLEW TO INDIA FROM AUSTRALIA 
THE INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT PRICES ARE FOR AUSTRALIA - INDIA 
RETURN. FOR THE RECONNAISANCE TREK THEY ARE UK - INDIA 
RETURN

THE 1991 KASHMIR TO KULU SKI TRAVERSE

OBJECTIVES:' TO TRAVERSE ON NORDIC.SKIS FROM THE KASHMIR 
VALLEY TO THE KULU VALLEY IN THE INDIAN HIMALAYA.

DATES OF THE ACTUAL SKI TRAVERSE: 21/3/91 TO 21/4/91

COSTS: 1991 SKI TOUR 1990 REC.TREK

HUW KINGSTON 
AUSTRALIA
UNIT 14F 
HORDERN PLACE 
CAMPERDOWN 
NSW 2050

TEL 02 5171011 
FAX 02 5503273

ENGLAND
c/o 9 BURNT STONES CLOSE 

SHEFFIELD 
S10 STS

TEL 0742 305759



3 HUW KINGSTON WORKS IN THE OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT TRADE AND 
HENCE THE MAJORITY OF GEAR. WAS PURCHASED AT WHOLESALE AND 
MANY ITEMS WERE GIVEN FREE.



THE 1991 KASHMIR TO KULU SKI TRAVERSE
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MARCH/APRIL OF 1991 A GROUP OF FOUR PEOPLE TRAVELLED ON NORDIC

SKIS FROM THE KASHMIR VALLEY TO THE KULU VALLEY IN NORTHERN

IDIA, THE JOURNEY LASTED 32 DAYS, COVERED A DISTANCE OF ALMOST

600KM AND CROSSED FIVE MAJOR PASSES„

HUN KINGSTON

CAROL ANKERS

MEGAN BOWDEN
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1991 KASHMIR TO KULU SKI TRAVERSE - SUMMARY
Day Date From To

1 21/3 Lehinwan (2700m) Below Margan Pass 
(3000m)

2 22/3 Over Margan(3700) 
-'Death Valley'

3 23/3

4 24/3 lnshin(2600m)

5 25/3 Near Rikinwas 
village(2700)

6 26/3 Camp in upper 
Warvan (2800)

7 27/3 Beyond Humpet 
(3400)

8 28/3 Below Lonvilad 
Gali(4150)

9 29/3 Over Lonv.G.
(4500) to 
Pannikher 
(3300)

10 30/3 -
11 31/3 Beyond Parkutse 

(3550)

12 1/4 Mouth of Shafat 
Glacier(3800)

Weather

High Cloud 
Cover
Heavy
Snow

Generally
Clear

Clear

Clear

Generally
clear
Clear

Generally
clear

Clear

Clear
High Cloud

High Cloud & 
wind in am

Time'

2

Comments

8 Descent from Margan in near
whiteout led into a very 
steep sided avalanche valley 
running HE

0 Waiting for snow to settle

6 More horrible skiing down 
avalanche valley to wide 
Warvan Valley

8 Skiing up valley. Generally
OK but with one or two steep 
traverses

3.5 Valley narrows after Sukhnoi
the final village.

10 Very constricted valley
involving steep traverses 
above river some minus skis 
and once using rope for 
security

7 A beautiful open valley 
leading to easy angled 
glacier

5 Descent from pass to
Denora then fairly 
narrow valley to 
Pannikher

Rest day
5.5 Some steep traverses on

N side of river (line of 
summer road)

7 Harrow valley, safest on
south but sting in tail 
before valley opens-steep 
descent in deep soft snow 
on foot



13 2/4 Rangdom Gompa 
(4000)

14 3/4 Pensi La(4400)

15 4/4 Hagshu Nullah 
Junction (3800)

16 5/4 Near Phe Village 
(3500)

17 6/4 Padum(3350)

18 7/4 -

19 8/4 Into the
Temasa Nullah

20 9/4 Up Temasa Null, 
for 3km

21 10/4 Snout of Glacier 
leading to Kang 
La(4600)

22 11/4 Over Kang La 
(5500)& down on 
to Miyar Glacier 
(5000m)

23 12/4 Miyar Glacier 
snout(4000)

Slizzard am 
clear pm

3 Ski through a very wide 
valley

Clear with 
cool breeze

6 Easy skiing then gradual 
ascent to pass

Clear 7 Steepish descent from pass 
then wide valley which then 
led on to river terrace above 
river flowing in gorge section

Clear 7 Wide valley skiing passing 
numerous villages

Clear 5.5 Wide valley

Clear 0 Rest Day

High cloud
Snow in pm

6 Steep traverse to Bardan
Gompa then climb up to
Kong La, a small notch 
before dropping steeply 
to Temasa

Snow Squalls 
Occas. Clear

4 Up Valley before worsening 
weather forced camp

Snow & clear 
spells.Strong

wind

2 Poor weather 4 not being
100% certain of route 
forced early camp

Clear 7 Short crevassed section 
on route to pass then desc. 
to flat glacier

Clear am 
high cloud

7 Slow desc. on crust then 
difficult route thru



24 13/4
25 14/4

26 15/4

27 16/4

28 17/4

29 18/4

30 19/4

31 20/4

32 21/4

4km before 
Khanjar

Urgos(3700)

Udaipur(2300)

Jalma(3000)

Sissu

Over Rhotang 
Pass(3700)to 
Murhi

MANALI!!

then snow terminal .moraine

Heavy snow 0 Tentbound in 3 day storm

Heavy snow 0

Heavy snow 
in am clear 
evening

12 Running out of food so moved
in foul conditions down widish 
valley which became undulating 
when luckily clearing began

Clear 6 Back to villages & also down
to trees

Clear 10 Some diff. skiing and nasty
traverses.Snow finished at 
Shakoii then walk down gorge 
with stonefall danger

Clear Part lifts part walking up 
cleared road

Clear Lifts » walking to limit of 
cleared road

Clear 9 Ski up to Khoksar then climbed
to pass on foot before ski 
down in grim snow

Clear Ski down to Rahlia then lift 
Manaii


