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EXPEDITION MEMBERS

BRITAIN
Mike Banks
Richard Brooke
Jim Milledge (Medical Officer)
Mike Westmacott
IRELAND
Joss Lynam
Paddy O'Leary
INDIA
C P Ravichandra (liaison Officer)
Chewang Thundup (Cook)
Biru (Assistant Cook)
High Altitude Porters:  Ki ingh
igh Altitude Porters Kéqg%rs?hré%
ﬁttarS ﬂ
ttam Singh
MEDIA
Geoff Axbey, Art Director of Saga Magazine, accompanied the expedition to the
road[wea At Chutt, da M4 P P

Rabin Chalmers, a B.B.C. senior editor, took vedeo film as far as base camp for the
B.B.C. TV Primetime programme.



NORTHERN INDIA

JAONLI and the KHATLING GLACIER
Routes of 1991 Expedition:-------- 0 --------



Top:  Jaonli (21,760ft; 6,632m)

otto: The Jaonll Expeditign
tan Ing Richard™ Brooke, Paddy OLeaW Joss Lynam, C P Ravi-
andra Karan Slnh Mike Wesémacott Jn’H llfed

rﬁ; R: ike anks hewang Thundup, |ru Attar Singh, Uttam
Ing Klndar Singh.



Saga Himalayan Expedition 1991

EXPEDITION NARRATIVE
by Mike Banks

CONCEPT OF THE "GOLDEN OLDIES"™ EXPEDITION

rt]en Mike Banks attta]rned sg hior citizenshi ne was cIearIQ/ drsrnclrnedt(osettle govKn
go} {ose %er did he write as tollows to Joss Lynam, aged 65 and the
patrr rch of Irish climbing:

"lam Iannrno to climb a decentpeak mtheHrmaIm)o e onsoon 1&89 | will

hen h.time not exactly on my side. I a eak ofabout
520 fwhrch |stchn|caII Interesting.  Any suggestions’ An Rou are over
60, tﬂ?n&aboutjornerng me! y é y S i

He had taken ﬁshot in tt(]e dark and hrtabullsee Joss Lynam accepted the mvrtatron
even though the two hag never met. H even étda[ea mae%égtrvetosoqfe

|Iesr n |n eln |anArmy ¢ had p a] toclim Jaonl 21,76
ne arhwal aa ainl owevr fl orrse before coudmake
t eattem t In eantrmeJaon ha enc Bt ed from t ewes but never ever}
oo ed a from eeast Here was an Ideal o ec |ve5 iced wit easure

tor tor(}/ rﬁountarneter g ere ) cou rkr doubt t att e east side
egn e totally ynclim sot ackont egoo oId ilitary maxrmthat Ime
Spent in recon arssance IS seldom ase

THE RECONNAISSANCE

Mrke Banks passed th | in late October 19 810 make ar cce oLthe m unt w
as acc m anre rpount meer] tSrn ré)rnthesta t

oun n Trave and ewang T und elighttul weather
eaten [ibetan who would ‘act as coo porter.

ueydrove throu hth foothrllsoftthe G%rhwda Hrmala sfar sthevrllavtgeothuttH
ere the ﬁ ter out There they hired horses ays ter eBeca

srdgt] at erwr Jao |nv at the ea teva ey. Above t em
reared the Knatlin Ice whic wou ear e amajor o stacIe int eagproach tote
gler?fs Deeply crevassed, it rose abovet eI e tent for some 600m in a series of ice

Next Fla%/lrke Banksa dHa atﬁrn h climbed the c%gtrc Ice a]nd rubPIe of the
icefal persevere unt% { e(y ascenﬁ o m.and had da ear view
frosls the crer to the east face of J aonlr) d East R |c(i]ge soare up and Wa?
clearly the os(tjdrr ctway to the summit trtwasastee and com l)cated roueoh
mixed snow and rock. A out alf Wa|)|/ Pt ? OW)asapro Inent rock buttress whic
might prove a serious problem. Certainly it would be no'push-over.

M&e@l "enatrl])eértlﬁokrngog ath and North sgow P es fH'ﬁd the sktmnle t%left and ”ﬁ é

ver gmote atisfied with his recce anks retur
Bri nning auly started.



THE SAGA MAGAZINE HIMALAYAN EXPEDITION 1989

Ate offu Was consd red ﬁde ate otwo oun st rs'" wer recrurtci Alan

t) 4) from Co, Wic ow A

ner D Toerts 4 nteere the roeo ase nwt\/tana er.. Joss

nam arrange or | , Ravich n r]a ‘o be appointed as the o ILrarsfo

I”i\r/l [twas d e nott nga e any high-altitude porters. Departure was Set for
early May, betore t eonseto monsoon.

At thr&l Ipornt eexpedltlon Was P(enerou%, onsored by, Sa aMa azrne artoftH
0 sgecra dse In holldays an ?t erbservrcesf e OVer- 8
as%azér\geG ﬁﬁttuRo alynde Cossey and Geoft Axbey, were to accompanyt e expedition

Base ca[ndo above the Khatlrn I cler was e%tablrshed on Ma h9th l%ut the Whgle area

was st elo In Wrntersnow nd the propo t% oute n cefa lage was
Imp racé %a%)e Ana Jernatrve route was outW Ic etf<v asse on snow
covere Ilsides an

I
G i
was estab IShe owt err geat4,550m.

Beca se the rock buttress on the East was plastered wrth snow, this route was
aanaoneg anda entron wass |tcah qt?t efrt) §out Rid e On June S%th In
Err%ratrn We I?] anks n Blac eary Ut Up a camp,
ont crestof eSout Rr %58551 The’s owsormws

&ttree hetrrddaganaemtt m the ridge was made by Banks
|e NeW Snow was Soft aﬁeand It Wa&ht e]mqret ana I%eséure
Ratrons wee en exhausted and descentoé steep flank of t rgﬁe was made in

dangerousavaanchecondrtrons th ey arrive athase amp on June 13t

In the meantime Jass Lynam and Ravichandra had ¢limbed a satellite peak of 5,450m
cbonsee f Ehe East R(idsge tth"’“h they namea Saga Par%at Base camp wgs evacuated on

THE SAGA EXPEDITION 1991

There is nothing like a good drubbing.to teach you a lesson, so major improyements
\é\éerr]ep gnnalde tort e 1991 %xped(rjtron WRIC?I Was again generously sportsored% \tre Saga

To avo verse snow. condjti on the attem twoulfld%e made gé)stmonsoon duTrtp]%

tem vember fo rhrg trt de \Bor rs Wou de gea (estrengtﬂ
aF Oét & increase F]x an extra would be flowe this was
lated to put aheavier punchintot e assault,

The éeam in¢luded Mike Banks Jﬁss L\X}tam and Paddy O Leary from the 1989
ﬁ}l(ﬁf Atron Newcomers were Mic es macott' Richard d Dr. J |m
F e VMT |gh| ex errence Himalayan climbers an therr
totaI ahforrm a ears, their experience was commensurate ressrve

Biographical Notes™).

Rawchandrawasa ain rr{;o gnto beL iaison Offjcer an Chewan t&r%d cook, Geoff

again acco (e tro as far as Ghufty an cameraman
Ias ow"mountaine rRo hamers iimed the expe ition as far as base camp and
then handed the camera overto Mike Banks.



E?]ase camp was est blrshed on Se tember24th Thewrnter sngw had |OP% Ated and
acrers ere ;f W route ow a wil esso ou ers.
o woud ave t eoun thro the IC Ja Isw |hfor ed the formi eouter
degceso g)ea Aft I

and South ridge

haveto e wor ed outto he East
aﬁoor}ed b! aceogatalf tgodm . rsaflurth%fIa\o\tévrrtcee a Ede'”rYr?s!Va'HH ﬁlzla\pr]c ”Ah)%rrsa
ther utet rou ainder of the lower Icef I arious parties the
surve e r)ossrb outest ot r|d es Frn Ban san avroﬁ aoccu le
mon to find pro rs block et anoth rrce Oct er

13th nd awa rou this and site a a 250m uth RI
pro es dno been found to hot theSouhan Easth es T ormer as

the'pre erred route.

Westm cottg Fookeconsequent started work from Cam 30che route udotjp g
rest t} Qut In artrc artey ound a way across the ber sc n

iy, AEG TORE & d‘teaeet’ 1oc Gt doge, The e S”%rt R e%rsssaul

nsu orteoP Ae?/est blished Camp 4at688 hegou n ctober 13h

adea] rited attem tog the summit, However as o de Ip ﬂ

the rid ewasa eat dleal steeper and narrowerthan ha ag romte

e,y oun th emse Ves on stee ex 0Se sBow |cr§ 8r most x

ts vere errde ntrIt eyh re che out 6,350m, ta ta srnﬂ cIoser
t|t de | sta esummrt ewas aagénns éh

r|n In mrn att ey had arrive ase C

they Just
elr cam
e]e dﬁ]he marn%a an had ad ttIetrmeto getacclimatized, tﬂrswasastedﬁtg
ac |evement

Their verdict was that the r ?utewa 'itlon and serious one. In qrder to akeavrahhe
sudm(renrt attempt, 1t was vital to establish one more camp above Camp 4, |gher up the
109

ToresoIveanyresrd al doubt that heE thdg nclos(er uaintance, might offer a
easler route than Sout fclrﬁl s an |c an ra made a.ra a

that I’O ES wou

rconn sanceo rmer. T e(ft 5950m a C vre
ﬁeroc Uttress. }t oo edagoo dea more ntand]hgrhant erkeouah Bsggp
So it was that Milled eary, Brooke, Westmacott and Bapks were camped again at
gon 19th, Oct% er fo #'rafnl(al sum%lt ttegnloton eSo WRiede pA 2.5 the
Pl e Sl T pton e v
roa¥ fa } Lrng Ice, snow ap d] ogc F%om one of the tents %aLeary houte
"Earthquake!™. That was it.

The din was conslrlderable and the tremor sreemed to IataI ng time. Luckil tthe ca

was pitched Wﬁ clear o]f an%/ avalanche danger ut there was anx

%opvu slons IB eice nwvto N a crevasse under the tents. Many secon y tremors
lowed but by dawn al ulet.

There was no radio at Camp,3 and the par as ware that they had been caught in a
meorearth uaékeand thatrthem |n dg EEYCWO 33 st u<§2th F oneust]tthge Hrt]er
%of where 1 %8%) eenk le regrstere 61 n the Richter
scaean the main tremor a ted seconds



Desprethe otentral dan er JmMrIIed eand Pad OLeel§ |mmed|atel se otfon

e Tl P et
udden to bout an rg t an cam re o that
the u ena o ene ean acr ss the r| e re face
unc m e Ice wall sta e ice blocks re rasn down.

eart qua e had playe the st card. The summitwas unattaina I

ack ase If Was learn dt atﬁ 8 hehrl%h -altitude porters, Atter Sln%h had hada
ose rush with eathwe ad Tal Eadeep crevas %{ustbe oW
msp and was, mi acuo sly, Ja me |srcsac He was una e to hojst

el otntoasmoot |ce ge'a ov so by somel contortro[t e removed a
cram on from a hoot and usl ortasacaw heaved himself onto 5h 9e e a to
crouch there tor three oursw e his companion went up to CamR 00 elp from
the other tvvo orters. He got away with a massive bruise on his buttock whereas it
could so easily have been a fatal accident.

The march out down the hauntin Iﬁ/bea iful Bhillangana valley, rou h forests tinge
a/autumn vt/ ?overlar Ith saginess. There was ti eto onder r[)rrcrouEnes 0
SCCCess ar}]d allure; and the random way in which- ay reac out 0 touch some,
sparrngo ers.

attrac ive, stone burItvrItage OfGﬁg was a artrcular|X sad sr&vht Man house

beensa nlnéoa ere ean a few Eeodp were Wandering aroyn
dur Ing the aispraere recko(t err es The expe Hnm l%eré ecognized their
efe as triv| mttercompare with t ehumantage y which ha een enacted on
just the other side of Jaonli.



Top:  Paddy O'Leary at the high point, circa 21,000ft.
Bottom: Earthquake damage at Gangi
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AGE AND ALTITUDE
REPORT ON MEDICAL AND RESEARCH ASPECTS
Dr. Jim Milledge

MEDICAL

e\iﬁ| bgciod One men}]ber had a 24- ?Our attack of

e feam 100 Zt %ta\&/ecl\fvneereo%e g fr?ﬁet this common

The health of tIte expedition W;l
actic 0 éwmea ) on
emarc in anl%out ntnue{ sef P t it was hot se

aas ro- mteana u st\Q Delhi (D

above.
ag have cantributed to our ree rom t e There wer on two unes a
raed nrlno r cameraman which was clean&d an dres % ran It
eale e he other | V\;urxwasa rge haematomaa ove the tt su ered
oneo orters OWN a crevasse.. He was ver otunate not t
ehtmse Ore. Itwas treate by masterly inactivity and resolved over about a

orten ays.
RESEARCH
|t had not been the int n|on to att%mptan¥ research on the expedition but shortly before
ea[turettws ecide ket tunity to Iﬁast aesomeosrva |onsor(]
eectrocar 10 a ijﬁ me elrsmwewo vanced aPeo Bo(ag
% actth%t? adatrlpecoronaryartery -pass graft (CABG) Some
Ve yiears before.

A e el e e
cardl vascu ar ease 0 teo 0rosIS an ssibly chronic ond|t| nso the comotor
ystem. Increased general well-bein der Interests may.m eor syc
enefits as wel, O the other artdd ctors cautious Jn {% etoe

I the propose tr|

ve beg

atients | re? to sport or active ad venture?t fePa S, €S emaf
anolvest eaadg streso% Ytttud ys,especially
Th|s Is well |Iust ated in the "Question a swer " column oft Jour fth
anerlcan Me ICa Assouatlon %9 59:31 84&9 etloner ske rt]t ?toug
advise a 51- gearo ph sman a hfl |t exce ePt resu swho was
Eo 05{ t gto ona rek to 5.76km altitude Teex ter rewewmg

S10l0 8 fects of ?om to suc a tltti]de conclue tat oing to stich a

Igh altrtlde would |nvo me risk and so the answer to t e question TS the

S
regson nottﬂfroceeo'wnh ﬁtetrlp |syes Itwoulg be ettertoe ont e3|deo te)elné
safe rather than sorry

Pubishe Fihe efects of altyg | per the elder
ey N 0 1 G M ) CABS Uy chen org o " e eerty

Resting twelve-lead ECGs wer ta nbe oreét eparture nda base camp 0 \r/tvall embers
EOOH ran |n tEr&gn efor eartu( rom asecam ea omag
Qur a rg/ 50 emem ers whilst chmta;n%l (b e hase imr?
sIeeplng att r camps. ontrolrecordlngswerecarrl ott in Delhiand London.
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The restrn ECGs at sea Ieve were all Hormal anﬁi at base camp showed on|¥ the well
nown ch ge(? with trt reporfed previous cfun er su {ects hese ar

tnought to, be due to t eaHtude Induced increas mo ar rg V\Pr SSure an
theretore in t i/vrg h venr Cle. he2 our ta ess ed no more
abnormalrtres ataltit ethanats & ¥10u| ! erewere no symptoms Siﬂg e}strng any hear

Brob ems. These neg{/atrvefndwg prn reduc n? feafrs s(?ex resse
the * ex&)ert anove, wrth caveat that 'the mf?rbes this expedition were
experrence mountaineers and had continued an acive [ife-style.

SPONSORSHIP

In 1991, as in 1989, Saga. Ma azi emostgenerousl reed os onsorthe ex edrtron

As well'as publishin ahr rcu atron ma rovid saw

ran eofse vices for trre Because most t| nme amewrthrnt
IS munr ent estyre qua In sw rto

oo b iar E Rl

extgnd our particular thanks to the Magazine_ Editor, ach ang g‘so to Georpf
Axbey, Art |rectoran to Carol BeIIam theE |torsassrstant
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The exBedrtron would like to express its very sincere gratitude to the following for their
(Jenerous support:-
Individuals ; I\/Ir EI zabeth Glen-Coats
’ heon%révarHed% § %)
Lreutenant% on5 ougie lEeeIDn 8BE RM,
Don Roberts
Organisations: ne Clu Use of the Himalayan Index
d lptl I\Jountarneermg Council rant y
ItiZ n acm oan fwatch/altimeter
roo 8s Heat care Ltd %qn trrtrous rinks
||rates | |ne g
d&Tre |neer gequrpment
|rs sce 00tS .
Great O oors nta eerrn %uré)ment
Oovrlr(rer teéierne Ruc $ac s stuf etc

erest undat| Grant
ountarneerrn ouncr of Ireland Grant

rth
RRI & RI\/I Mountarneerrng Club Erant to club members



EXPEDITION ACCOUNTS
by Mike Westmacott

Figures are shown in Pounds Sterling and Indian Rupees.
RECEIPTS

Personal Contributions £Stg 4, %
onations
rants - MEF, BMC, MCI

EaBr% Interest 1’2%
Saga - Air cargo to UK 693
Total 7,668

EXPENDITURE
Europe - £ Stg India - Rupees

o o b i
Agent (India) 508 Deff] Fotel 15’,638
LG I < i
%gi e handlmg %5 Er&PrSoultﬁcltoLflgrlcr)m Base Camp %&) (1)8

(L P and J 10 Base Cam ’
|\_/I Equment photos f256 P 36: 68
o fems g
Me (ﬂus “hire 19%8

F les/Unaccounted fgr
ess Mountain Travel refun

Sterling equivalent 4,387
Total Expenditure 1.262

BALANCE 406



15 Sept
20 Sept
24 Sept
26 Sept
28 Sept
29 Sept
30 Sept - 6 Oct

6 Oct
9 Oct
10-11 Oct
12-13 Oct

14 Oct

15 Oct
16 Oct
17 Oct
20 Oct

21 Oct
22-27 Oct

30 Oct-1 Nov
6 Nov

14

DIARY OF EVENTS
Main party flies by Richard Brooke to Delhi.
Walk-in starts,
Kachotra base camp occupied.
Initial reconnaissance of first icefall.
Camp 1established.
Jim Milledge and Paddy O’Leary arrive base camp.

Recannajssance by all expeditjon members of approaches to East
an Souetlg] ridges. %amp 20 established on 1st Octgger.

Decision made to concentrate on South ridge.
Camp 3 established.
Ropes fixed on wall above bergschrund.

Jim Milledge and Paddy O'Leary make two carries to establish
Camp 4 on %outh ridge. d Y

gim Milledge and Paddy O'Leary make summit attempt but turn
ack at 6,350m.

Jim Milledge and Paddy O'Leary return to base camp.
Mike Banks and Ravichandra establish camp on East ridge.
Mike Banks and Ravichandra reach 6,000m on East ridge.
925 tg uake. .

e and Paddy O'Leary, supported by Mike Westmacott
ahﬂ%@%rg Brooke, rechupy {‘%mp%oon %ou% w&e
Jim Milledge ang Paddy O'Leary set out tq establish Camp 5 byt
Stemtyrlneéj %aci gy %ug% cItha} rs|dge we?l %e?ow pre\?{gl?s th
Climbers and porters clear camps and return to base camp.
Walk-out.

Expedition members fly to London.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON MEMBERS 15

Mrk B nk 68) from Bat
e a anex e itions |}ncludln the frrstascentofRak%poshr 5550ftg in
ther mou tarne rrno exiedrtmES to the Andes, AlaSk

ard

cKinle Kenya and K a aro Africa, the Lo an Moyntains an
Mles Iand n n/ort% agaog e Tien in China rctr
eﬁ(g t|ons to Greenland |nc u

ng a ear 0 cros pwe ice ca awar
olar Me a& 8& @7 % came the otgest manto clim bthe ctacu ar
4501t sea stack, &e Ol

Richard Brooke ‘64 ‘rom B th
N eminent polar e ore and surveyor who,has been awarded the PoIaJ Medgl for

hath Arctic an Antarc IC £X oratron M mberof eBrrtrsh Nort Greenlan Expe |t|on

1952/54 and é eBr|t| Tr nsArcth EXp e tion 1 57/? here hF compl

SUrveyin eoo ourne 0T Qver'a thousa mles strn% our onts

the rare |s inc |on |n ?un an n mega ntar

a er him in the ctic: Mt. Brooke
t\asc |nt eHrma ayas Rakaposhi 1958). Also Mt. Kenya and many seasons
prne mountarneenng

Joss l_ H rB 672] from Dublrn
ga}t 'S best k own mount |n as very wi eI-Ilrﬂal yan
exéﬁﬁ |oltstote arakora 5 2 Kas m| ori Kis

FX erience |nclud|n
eaks), Zanskar P uIHrma ga %twrce InC

Oﬁ% stﬁén' A En

0. Green?an

Evereftregron han zr wo mou taineerin exP |t|[1 an etot
Cord IeraBanfa n g Years Aprnec ing. Member of t eSaga
Magazine Himalayan Expe ition t0 Ja nfi, In 1989
Dr. Jim Milledge, (61) from Rickm
An mternatror? | rgnowned hi haﬁrtu ep[n sroIo Ist as well a? berngna hr%
ex enence Himala an mountarne I-Hm% ane e|t|on mcudg
tk glsrotog ea d|t| n 1960 ]] estreqaon o lowed crmbs on
Ma d |rtas ento P ma Dablam. Scre t| IC expéaltl sto Ev restregloH
64 an 9 eKon ure tron |n the |nese amrrs and the
Amerrcan verest e |t|o anl? |ma %
mo ntarneerrn exe onsto t\ Aa orne lan I|m eaks
eny oauthorofte efinitive text ook "High Alt |tu el\/Ie |cr ean

hysro ogy

Pa dr¥ C\i gn%) from Ashéord Co. Wrck W
e re stexperr nee mountarnee until recentbtf HrrectorofTr%Irn
Natrona Adventure Ce tre, Ire and's remrer out oor pursuits esé Isnment situate

In Co. Wrck His Hi a an e perrence Includes. Rakaposhi In . the
Karakoram Tiamdun angl Parc amornt olw m& thermountarnee oP expeditigns
tothe Cord’rlera rudamna and Chaipa uert In the Andes; f(eny(a enzorl in
é ica, r1pne se sons’vrro es |0Pa] qér |f| thﬂS Include re%s )ytdoor,
19&&%30% grnlA t ropology. Member ot the Saga Magazine Himalayan Expedition of

Mi estmacot
K}Fen\%ero the 19
ascentf In the Hindu
atterly, ascents o tre nfg[
EISP aring com Ietron%
Himalayas. He oversees t

6) from. Stanmore
E gﬁ oFtron WhICh madet efrrstacentofl\/lo verest, FLrst
Peruvran ndei and d|a ¢ dro sR n eo nor ern Alaska.

Ig)eak In Nepa Pery.. S0 TA Ing seasor}]s.
efask of¢ oterrsrnﬂjgr ntarneerrng Information on the
e running of the Alpine Cluo Liorary.



SAGA HIMALAYAN EXPEDITION, 1931

BEATEN BY AN EARTHQUAKE!

British M%mbers Mike Banks, Ric Jwrd Brooke, Ji (]“ Mille Mlke Vest acoé
[rish Members: ~Joss Lynam, Faddy Leary. lan Mem er P. Rav han a

The expedition, sponsored by Saga the travel company for the over 60s,
took place during the period 14th September ~ 6th November, 1991. The
objective was the uncllmbed east side of Jaonll (21,760ft> in the Garhwal
Himalayas of India. The unique feature of the expedition was that 5 of the
6 Members were over 60! Jaonli had been attempted by an earlier Saga
expedition in 1989.

The outer defences of Jaonli were fTormidable. It took three weeks to
break through three major 1icefalls before the expedition could come to
grips with the mountain itself.

The two strongest climbers, Paddy O"Leary and Jim Milledge, were then
selected to make a summit bid via the long, snowy South Ridge starting from
Camp 3 at 17,300ft. They established Camp 4 on the ridge at 19,800ft and
the following day tried for the summit. They found the ice climbing far
more demanding than it had appeared to be from below (often the case in the
Himalayas) and had attained almost 21,000ft before they were forced to
retreat by the onset of night. Their verdict was: ""One more high camp must
be placed. Then the summit should be within our grasp. "

While the summit pair were recuperating, Mike Banks and Ravi Chandra
climbed to 19,500ft on the nearby East Ridge to find out if it offered a
better route to the summit. It didn"t;

So it was that five members were camped again at Camp 3 on 19th
October for a summit attempt on the South Ridge. At 2.45 the fTollowing
morning they were jerked into wakefulness. It took some seconds before
they realised what was happening. There was the roar of falling ice, snow
and rocks - and the glacier was shaking like a jelly. From one of the
tents Paddy O"Leary shouted "Earthquake!. That was it.

The din was terrific and the main tremor lasted a fTull 45 seconds.
Luckily the camp was pitched well clear of any avalanche danger but there
was anxiety that the convulsions in the ice might open a crevasse under the
tents. Many secondary tremors followed but by dawn all was quiet.

There was no radio at Camp 3 and the party was unaware that they had
been caught in a major earthquake and that the main destruction had struck
the valley on just the other side of Jaonli where 1-2,000 people had been
killed. It had registered 6. 1 on the Richter scale.

Despite the potential danger, Jim Milledge and Paddy OFLeary
immediately set off on a second summit attempt, strongly supported to Camp
4 by Mike Westmacott and Richard Brooke. The following day their two small

figures could be seen climbing upwards. Suddenly they stopped, cast about
left and right, and came down. They reported that the earthquake had
opened a huge cleft clean across the ridge. They were faced by an

unclimbable ice wall topped by unstable ice blocks ready to crash down.
The earthquake had played the last card. The summit was unattainable.

Walking out through wrecked villages the expedition recognized their
defeat as a trivial matter compared with the human tragedy which had been
enacted on just the other side of Jaonli.

9'/l]



