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Supported  by the BMC and MEF

MASHERBRIjM FT seen from the lip  of the plateau (top of the ropes) c.6000n. The route followed the corniced 
ridge running le ft  to right (bottom of photo). Camp II was placed where the ridge h its the South Face.
The face was climbed direct to deposit us on the right of the summit cornice (see photo) which was climbed 
to a heavily corniced summit.



Leader: ux';U  io n :

Mark M ille r  
62 Nett' l.oham Rd 
She f f i.e 1 d 
S8 8SX

Dates:

21st Air; -  20th slit

Members:

Vic R ad vil l s  M iguel H e lft
Graham Lipp
C h r i s t i n e  P a t te r so n  ( D o c t e r )
Lwen Todd
Rob Spencer
Duncan T alb o t
Mark Mi 1le r
Andy Mayers
Mark Neave
Norman Croucher
T e r r e sa  Booth
Dave L i t t l e
Ian Sw arbrick

Anwar A li (Cook)
Yosep A li (Cook)
Z a fa r  A li (L .O .)

1 lushe V,1111 ‘V, L in ike >n in;, X. I) ik i si an.

Obj(\:t : v*

Masherbnaii 11 c.7200. IHe mountain had n.ceim ! 
one4 ascent to date. Italian, S-H Ridge, 19HS. 
Our ascent was the 2nd overall and 1st British.

Photo: V ic, Ewen ,Graham, 
Duncan and Rob on 
the rop es.



THE ROUTE

From our base-cam p a t  the Ju n c tio n  o f  the Bolux and Masherbrum G la c i e r s ,  we headed 
e a s t  up a l a r g e ,  bou ld er strew n r iv e r  bed. We tr a v e r se d  to  th e  so u th  s id e  and clim bed 
onto the l a t e r a l  m orraine which was fo llow ed  to  the snout o f  the Bolux G la c ie r .
We c r o s se d  the te rm in a l m orraine to  th e  north  s id e  and headed n orth  up the g l a c i e r  
u n t i l  i t  b i f i c a t e d  a t  a g r a s sy  k n o ll .  C lim bing t h i s  k n o ll to ok  u s  o f f  th e  g l a c i e r  
in to  a rocky v a l l e y .  The g l a c i e r  soon retu rn ed  and d o g -le g g ed  e a s t  to  form a wide 
easy  an gled  c o u lo ir .  T h is  c o u lo ir  term in ated  in  a rocky c o l  ( 5 , 200m) where we s i t u 
a te d  our camp I .  T h is ro u te  had been recced  by some o f  th e  members w h ils t  c lim b in g  
Masherbrum I  in  1989. The ro u te  then tr a v e r s e d  e a s t  fo r  200m to  j o i n  a n ic y  c o u lo ir ,  
T h is  c o u lo ir  was th re a te n e d  a lm o st c o n s ta n t ly  from sto n e  TSall from th e huge c l i f f s  
above and the s e r a c s  to  the l e f t .  S e v e r a l w orrying moments were had in  t h i s  v i c in i t y .  
The c o u lo ir  narrowed ( e s p e c ia l ly  d an gerou s) f o r  200m b e fo re  w idening in to  an ic e  
f i e l d .  We clim bed to  the fo o t  o f  the rock b u t t r e s s  bounding the l e f t  s i d e .  We then 
headed d ia g o n a lly  l e f t  to  an i s o l a t e d  rock b u t t r e s s .  The ic e  f i e l d  was clim bed  d ir e c t  
to  the rim  o f  the b a s in  (6 ,000m ). Equipment was dumped h e re . A 400m t r a v e r s e ,  due 
sou th  connected us w ith a h e a v ily  co rn iced  r id g e  which le a d  d i r e c t l y  to  the fo o t  
o f  th e  summit pyamid where we p laced  camp I I  (6400m ). A sh a llo w  r ib  was fo llow ed  
p a s s in g  the f i r s t  s e r a c  on the r ig h t .  The a n g le  g r a d u a lly  in c r e a s e d  a s  we approached 
the second s e r a c ,  a g a in  p a ssed  on the r ig h t .  We clim bed d i r e c t l y  to  the summit, 
a r r iv in g  on the E a s t  R idge , 50m from th e  to p . A huge overh anging i c e  mushroom 
surrounded the summit. T h is was e v e n tu a lly  surm ounted w ith th e  u se  o f  a i d .  A s in g le  
rope le d  us to  the h e a v ily  c o r ic e d  summit.

A s in g le  s t a t i c  9mm rope (presum ably  l e f t  by the I t a l i a n s )  was d isc o v e r e d  to  the 
e a s t  s id e  o f  the summit, te rm in a tin g  beneath  th e  i c e  overh ang . An i c e  screw  was 
sa lv a g e d  from t h i s  rope and was used by us to  a b s e i l  over th e  overhang from the 
summit. T h is  d isc o v e ry  caused  us to  th in k  th a t  may be th e  I t a l i a n s  had not been 
to  th e  to p . No ev id en ce  o f a b s e i l  p o in ts  were found (may be they  used  a b o l la r d ? )

i



STORES:
Approx. 200kg of food and gas (100 cylinders) v>as freighted out from Britian. The majority 
of the food was for the h ill . All the shopping for the trip was done at a local cash and carry. 
The staples were purchaced in Pindi, Skardu or Hushe i t s e lf .

A c c id e n ts : C h r is t in e  took a 2 0 0 ft  f a l l  from the narrow s in the c o u lo ir  above 
Camp I .  She s u f fe r e d  se v e re  b r u is in g  and g ra z in g  o f her l e f t  s id e  with some 
shock in c u rre d . Duncan who was above h er, Neave and Booth cou ld  not descend 
fo r  fe a r  o f c a u sin g  rock f a l l .  Once out o f  the c o lo ir  they w aited  a t  the bottom 
o f  the f ix e d  ro p es to warm up C h r is t in e .  Duncan continued  up the rop es to 
Camp I I  where he a le r t e d  the o th e r s . M il le r  descended to  the group o f th ree  
with food and s to v e  and a f t e r  2 hours r e s t  a l l  four con tin ued  to  Camp I I .
The next morning a t  lam they l e f t  fo r  the summit. C h r is t in e  ( the e x p e d it io n  
d o c to r )  s u f fe r e d  some d iz z y n e ss  on her a sc e n t  and descended to  Camp I the 
same day a s  she topped o u t. She su sp e c te d  sh e had broken her arm and had a 
very sw ollen  hand. There was a p o in t when we thought we might have to  cu t 
her r in g s  o f f .

Victor tackling the summit mushroom, Masherbrun I  and East behind.



Diary:

AUG 2 1 :  D e p a r t  L o n d o n  
2 2 :  A r r i v e  P i n d i  
2 3 - 2 6 :  B r i e f i n g  e t c .
2 7 :  D e p a r t  f o r  S k a r d u .
2 8 :  B u s  a r r i v e s  11pm 
2 9 ;  R e s t  a nd d e a l i n g s  
3 0 :  J e e p  t o  Hu s h e  l O h r s .
3 1 :  Wa l k  t o  B a s e  Camp.

Sept 1 : Two p o r t e r  t o  Camp I  w i t h  M, V, a nd  E .
2 : A l l  b u t  Nor man a s  a b o v e .
3 : M, D,  A,  R,  V S E  t o  C I  t o  s l e e p .
4 : M, V,  & V t o  r i m o f  b a s i n  c . 6 0 0 0 m .  a nd  r e t u r n  t o  C I .  A l l  t o  C l .
5 : R e s t  a t  C I
6 : M, V,  R,  DUNCAN, D,  E,  & A t o  6 0 0 0 m.  M, V & E CONTINUE TO C I I

c .  6 4 0 0 .  A l l  r e t u r n  t o  C l .  A c c l i m a t i s a t i o n  d a y  on f i x e d  r o p e s
7 : R t o  B . C . M ,  V,  E,  D & A t o  B . C .
8 : R t o  C l .  A l l  a t  Cl  c a r r y  t o  6 0 0 0 m.  & r e t u r n  t o  Cl
9 : M, V,  E,  D,  & A TO camp I .  A l l  o t h e r  e x c e p t  Nor man t o  B . C .
1 0 :  Ab o v e  p l u s  N t o  C I I  a nd  s l e e p .
1 1 :  N r e s t  a t  B . C .  a l l  a b o v e  *to s u mmi t  a nd  r e t u r n  ( e x c e p t  M) t o  C l .

G,  I  & M i g u e l  a r r i v e  C I I  /
1 2 :  A l l  b u t  M i g u e l  t o  s u m m i t .  A l l  b u t  M, N & M i g u e l  t o  C l .  D,  N e a v e ,

& T a r r i v e  C I I . a l s o  C h r i s t i n e .
1 3 :  A l l  t o  s u mmi t  a nd  d e s c e n d  t o  C l .
1 4 : :  A l l  t o  B . C .  T h o s e  a t  B C . r e t u r n  t o  C l  t o  c l e a r  camp I .
1 5 :  R e s t
1 6 :  Wa l k  t o  Hu s h e  
1 7 :  R e s t
1 8 :  P o r t e r s  a nd J e e p s  t o  B e l i g o n e .  H a l f  o f  g r o u p  t o  S k a r d u ,  h a l f  M a k a l u
1 9 :  A l l  S k a r d u
2 1 :  F l i g h t  t o  P i n d i
22 : P i n d i
2 3 :  P i n d i
2 4 ;  P i n d i
2 5 :  F l y  home .

CONCLUSIONS:

Some o f  the team had been to  a l t i t u d e  p r e v io u s ly  t h i s  y e a r , but even s t i l l  
th e  r a t e  a t  which a l l  a c c l im a t is e d  was very r a p id .  A ll  but one took Diamox 
p r o p h y la c t i c a l ly .

The w eather was very s t a b l e  throughout our tim e a t  B .C . w ith only  one 
two day sto rm . Septem ber i s  an e x c e l le n t  month to  c lim b  in  the Karakoram 
a s  i t  i s  c o o le r  and co n seq u en tly  the snow and ic e  c o n d i t io n s  a re  a t  t h e i r  
b e s t .  We were very  fo r tu n a te ' w ith both . We a r r iv e d  in  Hushe in  the r a in  
and l e f t  in  th e  r a in .



FINANCES:
P o r te r  to  BC 650
P o r te r s  to  Camp I 80
H o te ls 1500
J e e p s  in 200
J e e p s  out 180
P r o v is io n s  -  H i l l  & BC 2000
F r e ig h t 800
D rugs 400
A ir  t i c k e t s  UK -  PAK -  UK 9100
Cooks 400
LOs g e a r 700
LOs wages and exp en ses 500
E x p e d it io n  equipm ent 3000
Cooks g e a r 400
K itch en  equipm ent 200
BC m isc . 200
PIA in t e r n a l  f l i g h t s 644
B ig  bus P in d i -  Skardu 400
P o r te r  in su ra n c e  & s t a f f 250
Members in su ra n c e 1652
Gas 150
Peak fe e 800
T a x is 150
F e ig h t  to  P in d i 100
F r e ig h t  P in d i -  London 200
Admin. 500
I n t e r e s t  on bonds 440
M isc . 500
P o r te r s  out 350

T o ta l

Incom e:

MEF 1200
BMC 1000
6 members p a id  £3000 each
a s  c l i e n t s . 18000

T o ta l 20200

25440

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS: 5240


