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During the summer of 1991, 7 British and 11 Russian speleologists
visited the Hodja Gur Gur Ata massif in the Bajsuntai Khrebet region of 
Uzbekistan S.S.R. Their aim was to continue exploration initiated the 
previous year by ASPEX 90 particularly the exploration of "Dark Star", 
a frozen cave system, the entrance to which is situated in the 300m 
high, 30km long rock wall that forms the south-eastern rim of the 
massif. Other sites discovered the previous summer were also 
investigated and a topographical survey of the massif completed. The 
was not the only one to visit the region during this period and ASPEX 
91 co-operated closely with the SAMARKANDA 91 expedition, a 16 strong 
Italian team working in the same area.

Expedition members travelled on scheduled flights to Dushanbe, capital 
of Tadzikistan. From here helicopters were used to transport equipment 
and personel to a base camp situated on the north-western slopes of the 
massif, lkm west of the rock walls edge. An advance camp was 
established 8km south of base camp for teams working in Dark Star and a 
second camp established close to the Italian base camp, 9km north of 
our base camp, during the exploration of "Prima". One useful result of 
the close co-operation between the two expeditions was the use of the 
Italians helicopter to assist in the transport of equipment between 
camps.

Exploration in the Field

During the first 2 weeks exploration concentrated on Dark Star and the 
surrounding area. A total of 21 entrances were explored in a 3km 
stretch of rock wall, nearly all ended at mud and ice chokes after only 
a few metres and of the remainder none exceeded 100m in length.

Exploration of Dark Star was hampered due to a change in conditions to 
those experienced the previous summer. The team failed to reach the 
far point of 1990 as the surface of the frozen streamway had thawed. 
This had caused water to pool up in the lower sections of the cave, the 
resultant lakes being difficult to trverse and the team reluctantly 
called a halt 2km into the cave at a lake of an estimated 200m length 
and 20m depth, the unstable walls prevented traversing and the low 
temperatures made swimming impracticable. A planned program of 
research was not completed as most of the study areas were beyond this 
lake. However, a number of temperature measurements were made through 
the cave. Recorded temperatures ranging between 25"G near the entrance 
to O'C at the farthest point of exploration.



A second area of rock wall, 7km north of base camp and 15km north of 
Dark Star was investigated and a number of entrances located and 
explored, the longest being 120w in length.

Two caves located near the north of the plateau, discovered the 
previous summer, were the focus of attention during the final 10 days 
of the expedition. ’’Horning Star"(AA2) was explored down a single 
shaft to a depth of 82m, further progress barred by an ice choke. A 
number of entrances in the near vicinity were also investigated but 
were choked after a few metres.

The continued exploration of "Prima" (AA1) was the result of close co­
operation between the British, Italian and Russian cavers and the cave 
was pushed to a depth of -330m. Numerous side passages were explored 
and surveyed and the cave appears to be part of a very complex 
hydrological system responsible for the drainage of a large portion of 
the northern area of the plateau. Exploration of some of these side 
passages was still underway by the Italian expedition at the time of 
the British teams departure.

One expedition member was also involved with a group of the Italians in 
the exploration of an area of Gypsum karst, 6km to the west of Prima 
resulting in the discovery of one system of approximately 500m length.

In conclusion, despite the disappointments experienced in Dark Star, 
the expedition was extremely successful, particularly as co-operation 
between the two expeditions meant a more comprehensive exploration of 
the central and northern sections of the plateau than anticipated.



Expedition Finances

Income:

Contributions from expedition members 5600.00 
Sports Council 1150.00 
Royal Geographical Society 650.00 
Mount Everest Foundation 800.00 
Donation 400.00

Expend! ture:

Flights: London - Moscow ret.
Moscow - Dushanbe ret.

Additional cost io Speleocentre, Urals for 
miscellaneous food, transport and accomodation 
costs whilst in the U.S.S.R.
Food
Insurance
Visas
Administration
Reports and post expedition publicity
Equipment: Caving 

Camping 
Surveying 
Medical

8600.00

2616.00
790.00

2440.00 * 
50.00

629.00 
35. 00

400.00 ** 
400.00 ** 
277.00 
296.00 
397.00
48.00

8378.00

Approximate additional cost
per person for personal equipment 250.00

~ This cost includes helicopter and radio operators. 
~~ Budgeted

Expedition Members

British Contingent Russian Contingent

Paul Vale - Leader 
Stephen Brown 
Dave Checkley 
Christopher Dent 
Adrian Gregory 
Bernard Maddison 
Kevin Senior

Vladimir Choudinov - Leader 
Vladimir Efimov 
Yuri Kroulskoi
Alexander PL 
Misha To loro 
Dima Tarasov 
Lyenia ? 
Anvar ? 
Nastia ?

ishkin

Sergey ? 
Inga ? 
Elena ?

Note: British contingent was originally 8 persons. Unfortunately 8th 
seaber of the teas, Wayne Bickett, had to drop out 2 weeks before 
expeditions departure due to medical reasons. The expedition was 
unable io find a replacement in the short Use resaining.


