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The four of us met at Glasgow Airport on the 30th of June with the intention 
of going to Greenland. There, we intended to visit the Stauning Alps with 
two principal objectives the north face of Bersaerkertinde and the north east 
face of Attilaborgen both of which offered mixed climbing with a considerable 
degree of technical difficulty.

A variety of people gave us a good deal of help and assistance to whom we are 
most grateful: J Peden, I Smart, D Bennet, B Wallace, A Erskine, the Mount 
Everest Foundation, the British Mountaineering Council, the Scottish 
Mountaineering Trust, Walkers (food) and Sigurdur Adalsteinsson of Nordland 
Air.

The trip started well with our travel to Iceland and hence to Greenland going 
perfectly to plan. Thus we were established at Mestersvig on the east coast 
of Greenland by Wednesday evening of the 1st of July. We spend the next day 
ferrying loads from the airstrip at Mestersvig halfway towards the mine at 
Tunnelelr. Two things occupied us: the high level of the Tunnelelr river 
which was swollen with melt water and proved quite difficult to ford and the 
quantity and weight of our equipment. The latter had two reasons firstly our 
food supplies but more importantly the quantity of technical climbing gear 
intended for use on our main objective. This made ferrying loads essential.

The following day we established some loads at the top of the Gefion Pass but 
only with substantial difficulty. The melt which we had expected to be more 
or less over by this time was in full flow. This turned any minor ravine or 
brook into a major torrent regardless of the time of day. A party from the 
Cambridge Arctic shelve project informed us that there had been a prolonged 
snow storm just prior to our arrival. This had two effects: it delayed the 
melt and deposited a large quantity of new snow. So from the mine at 
Tunnelelr we encountered deep wet now in a permanent state of melt.

Even with skis utilising our sledge and travelling at night progress was 
difficult. Without skis progress was reduced to wading in waist to chest 
deep snow. We had been led to believe this section would be fairly easy 
walking over the heath and tundra. We had a mixture of ski equipment but 
none of us were accomplished ski mountaineers and had only intended their use 
to allow shuffling progress on the relatively flat glaciers. It was a 
different matter to ski over undulating territory with a sledge which was 
difficult to control on the downhill sections. Then unbelievably three of 
our ski bindings broke within an hour of each other. Thankfully we had one 
spare back at the airstrip but we had not anticipated such equipment failure.

We retrieved the spare binding from the airstrip and Ian's ingenuity managed 
to fashion something which allowed a foot to be tied to a ski by a combination 
of some nails and string. This allowed the use of one set of skis again but 
the other pair halted progress every 200 metres or so as the feet would slide 
off the skis.

In this manner we established ourselves and equipment halfway between the 
Gefion Pass and the Skel River by Monday the 6th of July.

The melt was in full progress and it was difficult to estimate how long it 
would be before travelling conditions improved. The next day we investigated 
the Skel River without loads. The snow line continued down to the river 
which was quite impassable even at the braided flat section a few kilometres 
upstream. Much of the slower flowing parts of the river was still covered in 
snow or ice which although still one metre thick this would not support one's 
weight. As one broke through into the river below large blocks would branch 
off or not without it being obvious which would happen. The main channel was
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fast flowing and at least chest deep carrying large blocks of snow and ice 
with it. The river was impassable.

Under these circumstances we decided to have a few days rest and see at what 
rate the melt was progressing in the hope that conditions would improve before 
attempting to move onto the Glacier.

Over this period the weather although often cloudy in the hills and sometimes 
threatening was generally good.

The river got bigger over the next few days as the melt continued in full flow 
so after some debate we decided to just take some food and investigate the 
conditions on the Kishmul Glacier in the hope that this would give fairly easy 
access to the Bersaerkerbrae via Glamis col.

Travelling on the early morning of Sunday 12th July conditions on the glacier 
were still difficult with soft wet snow even without having to ferry loads 
progress was slow and by lunch time we had to stop after a fourteen hour day. 
On Monday the 13th we reached Glamis col and even managed a brief period of 
two hours where walking was possible. However the far side of the col 
consisted of deep unconsolidated snow prone to avalanche. We wandered about 
the surrounding ridge for sometime trying to assess immediate snow conditions 
and those on the mountains around Bersaerkerbrae Everywhere there was a lot 
of unstable wet snow. We waded back into our camp on the Kishmul to the 
sound of persistent avalanches in the surrounding corrie.

We had one day's food left and there was substantial debate as to how to make 
the best of the situation. Noel was for returning to the Skel for more food, 
leaving the tents and then trying to climb around the head of the Kishmul.
Ian and I were for a similar plan but our objective was to reach the
Bersaerkerbrae Glacier, Graham did not favour any of these options on the 
basis that we would run out of food before we could achieve any of them.

The next day, Tuesday, things were decided for us by the weather - it was 
snowing and windy with low visibility without having frozen at all underfoot. 
We broke camp and headed down the Kishmul and back to our camp above the Skel 
River. Snow conditions were much worse than on our journey up the glacier 
and with shaky ski equipment we could not even take advantage of the downhill 
sections to travel at greater speed.

With our remaining food it seemed most unlikely that we would be able to reach 
our one week's food supply air dropped on the Bersaerkerbrae. The prospect 
of climbing in such conditions seemed like an ironic joke. Even although 
most of the snow for the first 150 metres or so above the Skel had now gone 
above that the melt continued but the snow was still deep. Conditions on the 
glacier were likely to get worse before they got better. It was now Tuesday 
14 July. We had been here two weeks, had achieved nothing and it would be at 
the very least a week before conditions improved. We could either go back to 
Mestersvig and collect more food or return with all our gear and hope that the 
pack ice was starting to break up. After much debate we decided to return 
will all our gear to Mestersvig.

A big day again with awful snow conditions took us to the mine on the far side 
of the pass with another broken ski binding in the process. From what we 
could see as we crossed the pass there was no sign of any break in the pack 
ice. Without skis travel towards Bersaerkerbrae was impossible. We had two 
sets of skis between the four of us which worked and one pair which allowed 
progress for stretches of 200 metres before having to adjust the make-shift 
bindings.
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To say it was with some disappointment that we surveyed our predicament would 
be a bit of an understatement. After over two weeks of effort all we had to 
show for it was broken sets of ski bindings and a sledge which was also 
showing signs of wear and tear.

On Thursday the 16th of July Noel and Stan headed down to the airstrip while 
Ian and Graham ferried loads in that direction. The snow had all cleared 
from this area now but all the rivers were big especially the one just before 
the airstrip which was difficult to cross. After discussing the condition of 
the ice in the Fjords with the Danes and concluding that it would be at least 
two weeks before it was possible to move in King Oscars Fjord let alone Alpen 
Fjord we decided that we should try and get an early flight home rather than 
spend a further two weeks at least waiting before there was any chance of 
getting into the mountains.

By Monday 20th July a plane was available and we returned to Iceland and then 
to Scotland. To have expended so much time and effort and money and have 
achieved nothing was frustrating. Snow conditions were much worse than we 
expected and prior to our departure we found no reference to snow on the 
Gefion Pass. Then to have four ski bindings break was a stroke of bad luck. 
To attempt technical objectives in the Staunings again I would want to utilise 
a helicopter to establish loads on the glacier. I would go later in the 
season, although I am sure that can have other problems. Given job 
constraints we would not have been able to visit Greenland for six weeks had 
we arrived later. In general the weather was good while we were there but 
there were very few nights without any frost.

Diary

Tuesday 30 June - Leave Glasgow
Wednesday 1 July - Arrive Mestersvig Greenland
Thursday 2 July - Ferry loads up Tunnelelr valley
Friday 3 July - Establish loads on Gefion Pass

Saturday 4 July
Three ski bindings break 

- Rest day, retrieve spare ski binding from

Sunday 5 July
airstrip

- Take remaining loads to snow line

Monday 6 July
Attempt repair of ski bindings 

- Travel at night, take all gear to far side <

Tuesday 7 July
Gefion Pass

- Investigate Skel River
Wednesday 8 July ) - Wait for melt to improve
Friday
Saturday

10 July )
11 July ] - Travel at night with light loads up Kishmul

Sunday 12 July ] Glacier
Monday 13 July - Glamis col
Tuesday 14 July - Return down Kishmul
Wednesday 15 July - Cross Gefion Pass to mine at Tunnelelr with

Thursday 16 July
gear

- Return to day time travel. Noel and Stan

Friday 17 July
airstrp. Graham and Ian ferry loads.

- All return to airstrip
Saturday 18 July ) - Walks along shore
Sunday
Monday

19 July )
20 July - Return to Iceland
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Miscellaneous

Peaks climbed - none of any significance.

Glamis col appears higher than indicated in Bennet's guidebook by about 200 
metres.

Emery medium bindings all broke. These bindings had been used successfully 
on previous ski touring attempts on the traverse of the Staunings by members 
of J Peden's party.
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Accounts

Income Expenditure
£ £

Grants BMC 700 Travel
MEF 850 Return/lceland 1,290
SMT 1,000 2,550 Return/Greenland 4,231

Freight 765 6,287
Indiv Contribution 5,802
4 x 1,450.5 Food 434

Insurance 446
Equipment (largely boat) 486
Expenditure in Iceland 412
Miscellaneous 287

8,352 8,352
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