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SUMMARY
The British Expedition to the peaks lying to the south ot the 
South Summit of Mt Hunter in the Central Alaska range, Alaska USA 
The expedition operated from the Kahiltna Glacier and were 
successful in making the -first ascent of Point 9070 and in 
repeating the South East ridge of Mt Crosson.

MEMBERS

The expedition was composed of two lead climbers only.

David Barlow, aged 24. A Computer Programmer from Liverpool.

Mountaineering Experience : 30 alpine routes including the 
American Direct on the Dru and the NE face on the Piz Badile. 
Extensive rock climbing experience in Yosemite. Morocco and 
Norway. An ascent of Stok kangri in Ladakh, India. Ascents of 
many classic Scottish ice routes including the Orion Pace Direct 
and Point Five gully and 1st ascents on the chalk bastions of 
Englands South Coast. Young, hungry, fit and keen.

Geoff Hornby, 
Der bysh i re.

aged 33. An Industrial Safety Consultant from

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

For reasons that defy comprehension, climbers visiting Alaska 
in 1991 seemed to be obsessed with climbing Denali (935 punters) 
to the exclusion of almost all the other peaks. In fact only 130 
people were registered as being active in any other part of the 
entire mountain range. Mind you when you mention in the cafe in 
Stoney Middleton that you have just done Point 9070 don’t be 
surprised if you fail to impress.
This statistical imbalance has however left large tracks of the 
range with numerous unclimbed summits and major new route 
possibilities waiting for those like us who like a bit of peace 
and qu i et.



Basically i f you take a map and do some research you will -Bind 
interesting objectives all over the range and at all levels of 
difficulty.

THE PLAN

To the South of Mount Hunter, and forming a ridge between the 
Kahiltna and Tokositna Glaciers, is a line of summits that are 
unclimbed. The most impressive of these summits is Thunder 
mountain, 10920, which is clearly visible from Talkeetna. Our 
plan was to be dropped on the Kahiltna glacier, to the north of 
these peaks and to bag them if we could.

THE MOUNTAINS

The enclosed map shows the line of peaks clearly along the bottom 
edge. They all present a immensely difficult and objectively 
dangerous North Face and the only safe route of access appeared 
to be via the balck line that took us to the summit of 9070 and 
the dotted line which unfortunately did not take us to the summit 
of 10920.

THE DOINGS

APRIL

APRIL
drove

11 Flew to Anchorage via Seattle.

12 Collected in Anchorage, did food shopping and
to Talkeetna.

then

APRIL 13 
g1ac i er with 
storm came in.

Registered with the Park Service, 
Doug Geeting. Started up 9070 but 
Minus 19 C at camp.

flew in to the 
retreated as a

14/15/16 
snowfa11 by 
winds were 
feet dur i ng

Storm bound in the tent, not much in the way of 
Alaskan standards but very strong winds. These strong 

a feature of the trip and hardly rose above 12,000
the entire trip.

APRIL 17 The storm cleared and we 
and food for attempts on 9070 and 10920 
camped on the col to the north of 9070.

set off with a bivi tent 
We climbed 2500 feet and

APRIL IS That night a wicked storm came in and our position 
became untenable. A serious retreat was made during which 
G.Hornby fell 25 feet over a serac in a whiteout. We staggered 
into the base camp tent feeling pretty trashed.

APRIL 19 The wind and storm continued the next day.

APRIL 20 
cloud to 
Decided to 
way to the 
previously 
veiw of

The sun is out 
spoil the view but 
give the bivi tent 
summit of 9070. No 

. Excellent piece 
10920 confirmed our

, the sky is blue, there’s not a 
it’s raining in my heart etc etc. 
a miss and went lightweight all the 
traces of our tracks from two days 
of peak bagging but a grunt. The 
earlier suspicions that no viable



line lay on 
21/22
shoe across 
1 actic acid

APRIL 23

this side. We descended back to our base camp.
Mellowed out and massaged calves. Elected to snow

the Kahiltna and attempt Mount Crosson as soon as the 
batteries were recharged.

Snow shoed 9 miles across the Kahiltna.

APRIL 24 Climbed 1500 -Feet up the south east ridge oF Crosson. 
Bivi camped on a small shoulder with a rock buttress -For 
secur i ty.

APRIL 25 Arose at 4 am and set oFF light weight For the summit 
4500 Feet above. Wierd sculptered ice and snow and dozens oF thin 
hidden crevasses kept us entertained. We summitted aFter only 4 
and halF hours but whilst the summit was Fantastic and the view 
tremendous the wind had returned and we couldn’t linger. We 
descended to our camp and then realised that a storm looked to be 
coming in. We broke camp and headed down, likewise we decided on 
the glacier to keep going all the way back to base camp where we 
arrived at 9.15 pm. A day oF 4500 Feet up, 600 Feet down and 9 
miles oF snow shoeing with sleds. The boys were Feeling slightly 
worn around the edges.

APRIL 26 Guess what - we didn’t do a lot today.

APRIL 27 The wind was still blowing high up and it looked like 
another storm might be cruising in. We radioed Doug and 2 hours 
later he picked us up. We had bagged 2 Alaskan summits, one a 
First ascent - we were happy.

MAY 1 Flew home via Seattle.

THE COSTS
£

Flights - International = 1080

USA Travel = 347

Insurance = 198

Food and Fuel = 328

Accomodation - 15

TOTAL = 2058

Minus grants = 500

Individual costs = 779 each.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

(1) Credit cards are not accepted in Alaskan supermarkets, or the 
Roadhouse restaurant in Talkeetna.



(2) Credit cards are accepted in the pub in Talkeetna, and by 
Glacier pi lots.

TIPS ON CLIMBING IN ALASKA

(1) Take lots oP toasty clothing.

(2) Check out the point on the glacier where the sun arrives 
first and camp there.

(3) Don’t read Tess of the D'Urbervilles during a long storm it 
is too depressing.

(4) Take as many Karrimats as possible.

(5) Skis are for muppets - snow shoes are for the big guns.

(6) A small FM radio is the business as you can listen to all the 
Alaskan radio stations during protracted bad weather.

(7) IP your in an obscure area take a 2 way radio. Don’t expect 
weather reports Prom glacier pilots, they Ply by what they can 
see, all you will get is "looks alright Prom up here".

(8) The slots are huge - always rope up and travel 150 Peet apart

(9) IP Dave Barlow passes your camp and oPPers you Pree 
dehydrated Pood - rePuse it, seriously!

THE WEATHER

The weather in April 1992 was incredibly cold, the winter had not 
ended when we arrived, Anchorage was Prozen to the sea with temps 
oP minus 11C in the day. The trip was dogged by continuous strong 
winds that prevented anyone else Prom summitting apart Prom us. 
IP you want to climb in April then I would suggest that you pick 
something low and prePerably sunny side up. As a rule oP thumb 
perhaps subtract 2-3 weeks Por South Pacing as against North 
Pacing routes - or just get damn cold.

WITH THANKS

Many thanks to Bill Ruthven and Roger Payne Por their personal 
support.

Thanks to the BMC and the MEF Por giving us the Pinancial start 
that made it all possible.

Thanks to all the guru’s oP the Kahiltna : Doug Geeting, Roger 
Robinson, Simon Richardson, Jonathon Preston and Roy Ruddle.
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BRITISH KAHILTNA SOUTH EXPEDITION

DAVID BARLOW 
GEOFF HORNBY

RIVERBANK, 1 THE ESPLANADE. GRASSENDALE 
PARK, LIVERPOOL, L19 OLL.

UNCLIMBED PEAKS 7350, 9070, 10920 FEET 
SOUTH SIDE OF MOUNT HUNTER - ALASKA.

11TH APRIL to MAY 9TH 1992.

FAIRLY GOOD BUT WITH SUSTAINED HIGH WIND 
AND WINTER TEMPERATURES DUE TO WINTER 
RUNNING LATE. PROBABLY VERY DIFFICULT TO 
HAVE SUMMITED ABOVE 14,000 FEET IN THESE 
CONDITIONS. MT HUNTER HAD ALMOST 
PERPETUAL LENTICULARS DURING THIS PERIOD. 
BRITISH ARMY FAILED ON McKINLEY WEST 
BUTTRESS AT THIS TIME DUE TO WIND AND 
COLD.

NONE OTHER THAN G.HORNBY TAKING A 30 
FOOTER OVER A SERAC WALL IN A WHITEOUT 
LEAVING A DENT IN HIS ARMPIT.

1st ASCENT OF PEAK 9070, VIA A GLACIAL 
ROUTE FROM THE NORTH SIDE. STRAIGHT 
FORWARD SNOW AND ICE CLIMBING TO 50 
DEGREES, 3000 FEET OF ASCENT. SUCCESS 
ACHIEVED ON THE THIRD ATTEMPT DUE TO 
STORM REPULSION.

REPEAT ASCENT OF MT CROSSON 12.800 FEET, 
VIA THE SOUTH EAST RIDGE. 2 DAY ASCENT 
IN GOOD SNOW AND ICE CONDITIONS.

£2720 not including equipment wear and 
tear or postcards. EXPENSES RAN ACCORDING 
TO PLAN WITH THE LACK OF CREDIT CARD 
ACCEPTANCE IN SUPERMARKETS THE ONLY 
OBSTACLE. TAKE CASH. THE PUB IN TALKEETNA 
ACCEPTS VISA!


