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Expedition Narrative

Background

The Bogda Range of the Chinese Tian Shan (usually translated as the Celestial or
Heavenly Mountains) is situated some 80 miles from Urumagi, the capital city of the
desert province of Xinjiang. They are known to English speaking mountaineers chiefly
through the writings of those redoubtable exploratory mountaineers, Tilman and
Shipton. With only slender resources, they made a spirited reconnaissance of the range
in 1947 in the course of which they identified the climbing potential of the massif and
climbed a couple of peaks over 4000m.

The Maoist revolution quickly followed and the so-called "bamboo curtain” made
virtually all of the mountain ranges of China inaccessible to Western mountaineers.
However, this policy was relented in 1980. Mike Banks was fortunate in being the
first Westerner granted permission to visit the Bogda Range. His brief visit was made
on behalf of a British travel company with the specific aim of assessing the suitability
of the area for Nepal style trekking. He climbed to a couple of high points and was
struck by the very attractive possibilities of the range for alpine style climbing. The
highest tops rose to 5445m but there was a host of courtier peaks of 4000+m. Clearly
a return visit with some fellow mountaineers would be a most attractive proposition.

Fifteen years were to pass before his opportunity arose. He suggested the Bogda
Range as the objective for the fourth in a series of biennial mountaineering expeditions
he had initiated under the kindly sponsorship of Saga Magazine. The first two
expeditions had been to the Garhwal in the Indian Himalayas and the third to
Greenland. All the expeditions had two features in common: they were composed of
veteran, or "Golden Oldie", climbers and they were of an Anglo-Irish composition.
Following a meeting at Saga HQ in Folkestone in May 1994 bewteen Mike Banks, Paul
Bach, Editor of Saga Magazine, and Geoff Axbey, Art Editor, sponsorship was
confirmed. The green light was given for the Saga Magazine Chinese Tian Shan
Expedition, 1995. Serious planning started.

Preparations

When China first opened up its interior ranges to foreigners in 1980, the monolithic
structure of the Communist regime was in place and all decisions emanated from
Beijing. Since then central control has been greatly relaxed and the provinces now
exercise considerable autonomy. It was therefore possible to make all arangements
direct with the China Xinjiang Mountaineering Association (CXMA), a governmental
body. In practice this meant that for a (considerable!) lump sum they provided hotel
accommodation, road transport, ferries across a lake, pack animals to and from base
camp, base camp food and a mess tent. They also provided a staff of a Liaison Officer,
an interpreter and a cook. A huge administrative burden was lifted by just one cheque!

The team was then chosen following an established practice whereby Mike Banks
invited the British members and Joss Lynam the Irish. Both Mike and Joss were
highly experienced exploratory mountaineers with many expeditions to the Greater
ranges. A party of six was decided upon. All were over 60 with two septuagenarians,
Mike Banks (72) from Bath and Joss Lynam (71) from Dublin. The other members
included the eminent Irish climber, Paddy O'Leary (60), veteran of two previous Saga
Himalayan expeditons. Northern Ireland was for the first time represented in the
person of Phil Gribbon (66), a specialist in Arctic mountaineering and recently retired
professional physicist at St Andrews University. Nottingham mountaineer Barrie Page
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BARRIE PAGE (61) from Nottingham.

An eminent geologist whose field survey work has involved him in almost continuous
and often adventurous travel to some of the remotest regions of South America and
South East Asia. He graduated in geology at Bristol University where he climbed with
Hugh Banner and with him pioneered a number of very demanding new routes in Avon
Gorge. Mountaneering in the Alps broadened his experience. He carried out his
National Service as an instructor in the Royal Marine Commandos. In 1961 he took
part in a reconnaissance expedition to the formidable Towers of Paine in Patagonia. In
1963 he led the successful expedition which climbed the Central Tower of Paine. A
rugby enthusiast, he is a member of the Nottingham Rugby Club coaching team and
still plays threequarter in the over-35s Nottinghamians Veterans side.



Sponsorship

This was the fourth biennial Anglo-Irish mountaineering expedition to be sponsored by
Saga Magazine. The magazine is an important component of the Saga group of
companies which provides a comprehensive range of services for the over-50s of
which the core activity is Saga Holidays.

With good reason the climbers have come to regard the staff of Saga Magazine not only
as benefactors but also as very good and supportive friends. The expedition members
would particularly like to thank most warmly the Editor, Paul Bach, for the
encouragement he gave us and for the very considerable material help he afforded the
venture.

The magazine Art Director, Geoff Axbey, has played an active and indispensable part
in all the Saga Magazine Expeditions. On this occasion he played a vital role in the
memorable drive out along the Karakoram Highway. He flew out to Pakistan where he
procured a vehicle and drove up through the secluded kingdom of Hunza (famous for
longevity and apricots) to meet the expedition at the frontier post with China below the
Khunjerab Pass. When they arrived at this remote frontier crossing, were they pleased
to see him! They cannot thank him too much.

Urgent problems seeme to crop up almost daily during the final planning stage of any
expedition. On sundry occasions these minor crises were cut down to size and
unravelled with alacrity and good humour by the magazine editorial staff, in particular
by Carol Bellamy, Patricia Smith, Sue Prossor and Gloria Fletcher.

Acknowledgements
The expedition members would like to express their most sincere thanks to the
following who gave most generous financial support:-

The Mount Everest Foundation

The British Mountaineering Council

The Foundation for Sport and the Arts

The Mountaineering Council of Ireland

Mr Don Roberts of Dublin

Most sincere thanks are proffered to the following companies which provided the
expedition with their products or services:-

Austrian Airlines: They provided impeccable, punctual and superbly organised flights
to and from Beijing including a most enjoyable visit to the comfortable Business
Lounge in Vienna Airport.

Brasher Jackets: Totally waterproof, skillfully designed parkas which gave full
protection against the roughest mountain weather.

Cairngorm Climbing Ropes: Supple, safe, lightweight climbing ropes and easy to
handle static rope,

Casio Watches: Not only accurate, handsome wrist watches but variously incorporating
altimeter, compass and thermometer, invaluable features for the mountaineer.
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Irish Himalayan Trust: We are most grateful for the loan of two excellent high altitude
tents.

Lowe Alpine gauntlets and fleece jackets: The gauntlets were warm, waterproof and
ideal for snow and ice climbing. The soft fleece jackets were lighter, warmer and more
windproof than a thick pullover. Both garments were finely crafted.

Outdoor Pantiy meals: These lightweight but ample meals were simple and quick to
cook and tasted really good. They are equally suitable for a high altitude camp or a
quick but sustaining meal at home.

Paramo shirts: Beautifully soft, warm shirts made from high-tec Parameta S ‘water
movement' fabric that wicks away perspiration.

Pentax Espio 140 cameras: An amazingly compact and lightweight camera that does
everything! It comes with 38-140mm zoom lens, flash and a host of useful features.

Rohan 'Bags': These lightweight, windproof, comfortable, very quick-drying trousers
were ideal expedition garments. Lots of useful, securely zipped pockets.

Scotch colour film: *Scotch Chrome 100 transparency film was used. The expedition
photographs faithfully reproduced the vivid colours of Central Asia. They are now
being widely used for lectures and articles.

Wainwright Boots: A huge succcess! These sturdy, light, waterproof boots met every

challenge and reflected the 150 years of skill and experience of the Lakeland makers,
K Shoes.
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Financial Report

Income

All amounts in £stg

Grants and Donations:

Mount Everest Foundation

British Mountaineering Council
Mountaineering Council of Ireland
Foundation for Sport and the Arts
Mr Don Roberts

Members contributions(l)
Bank interest

700.00
500.00
300.00
375.00

50.00

Expenditure

BMC Insurance

China Xinjiang Mountaineering Association”)
Medical Supplies

Food, etc

Equipment (including gas) (3)

Expedition gifts

Miscellaneous travel expenses(4)
Administration

Expedition Report

1,925.00

8,411.50
28.00

1386.00
7911.37
130.00
189.95
275.55
35.21
215.15
146.27
75.00

10,364.50

10,364.50

00.00

This includes £154 from H. Banner who had to withdraw from the expedition
Payment to CXMA was for all costs at Urumgi and during the expedition
including accomodation, food at and below base camp, transport, staff and peak

Balance
Notes:
(1)
)
fees.
(3) Most of the equipment was supplied by the expedition members
(4)

All air travel, including excess baggage etc to, from and within China was paid

by our sponsor, SAGA MAGAZINE.

These accounts do not include income and expenditure of Banks, Gribbon, Lynam and
O'Leary in overland travel to Rawalpindi on the return journey.
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went without a hitch - no mean
achievement.

We would be climbing in
the snowy Bogda Range which
rises to over 17,000ft and is
about 80 miles out of Urumchi.
The road climbed to 6,000ft
and ended at a mountain lake
endearingly called the
Heavenly Pond. A boat carried
us across the lake where we
met up with the local Kazak
hill farmers who would provide
pack animals to carry our
stores up to our base camp.
The Kazaks were born horse-

Writer and Photographer
o

men, one of the several maj
ethnic groups who inhabit th
huge Central Asian regii
known as “Turkestan” whi
spans the Chinese-Russi
borderlands. That night >
slept in a cosy Kazak yurt.
Next day we saw Kaz
horses in action. Wiry a
sure-footed, they splash
through mountain torrents a
stepped daintily across rou
boulder scree.  We toil
upwards for about 4,00(
through  fragrant  conif
forests and then reached f]
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