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Introduction
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That evening we employed 18 porters, some from Doko and some from Zil, and set off the
following morning. Normally, we like to settle matters of porter stages and rates of pay in
advance, but this walk-in had not been done before so there were no precedents on the number
of stages. Our men seemed glad just to have the work, did not mention pay or stages, and
seemed generally well disposed, so we just set off in a cheerful sort of way. We stopped for the
night at Sil-Sil with a stewed goat supper, and reached base camp next morning. The walk had
been short in distance, but with a considerable and steep height rise. The porters clearly found
it hard work, but kept going with no complaints, so we decided to be generous and paid them
for three and a bit stages, which seemed reasonable for the effort involved. We gave them 1100
rupees each, and they appeared to be quite happy with this.



The Climbing
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Our objective was clearly seen from the valley. This shot
noted by a number of other climbers. Yet it had not been climbed.

photo by Stewart Muir

We built up a great relationship with the local herdsmen. They
visited base camp regularly and celebrated our success on their

mountain with garlands of flowers. Abbas, our sirdar and cook,
is on the left hand side

photo by Stewart Muir

We pitched the climbing up to camp 2. The large
sacs and the icy conditions made it the hardest
section of the mountain.
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Expedition Diary

July 7th
8th
8th-1Cth
1Cth
11th
12th
12th&13th
14th
15th& 16th
17th
18th
19th-22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
July 30th -
Aug 4th
Aug 5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th-15th
14th
17th
18th
19th
22nd
23rd
29th

Dave & Stew fly from Manchester

Arrive Rawalpindi.

Shopping, packing etc.

Bill & Gus fly from Manchester.

Bill & Gus arrive ‘Pindi, all party leave for Skardu by minibus.
Arrive Skardu early am.

Shopping, packing etc.

Leave Skardu by jeep early am, arrive Doko early pm.
Reconnaissance.

Leave Doko with porters.

Arrive at base camp.

Intermittent rain, various acclimatization walks etc.

Stew, Bill & Gus reconnaissance to site of camp 1 on Shel Chakpa.
All members up to camp on Barbanchen glacier.

Bad weather.

Bad weather, return to base camp.

Dave & Stew up to camp 1

Dave & Stew up to near camp 2 and back to base camp. Bill & Gus to camp 1
Bill & Gus up to near camp 2 and back to base camp.

Resting/bad weather in base camp.

All members up to camp 1

Up to camp 2.

To summit of Shel Chakpa and return to camp 2.
Drying ropes/rest in camp 2.

Back to base camp.

More bad weather in base camp.

Bill and Gus leave base camp.

Dave & Stew up to camp on Barbanchen glacier.

Rest.

To summit of Barbanchen peak and back to base camp.
Dave & Stew leave base camp. Bill & Gus fly ‘Pindi to Manchester
Dave & Stew Jeep back to Skardu.

Dave & Stew fly ‘Pindi to Manchester.



Grant from M.E.F. 900 Air fares Manchester to Rawalpindi  2097-60
Grant from B.M.C. 2100 (4 @ £524-40)
Personal contributions 2210-60 Buses ‘Pindi to Skardu & back 224-30
(4 @ £552-40) Local buses & taxis 11-82
Booths Supermarkets 100 Jeeps 141-10
(donation in kind) ( &
5310-60 Expedition food donated by Booths 100
Other food purchased in U.K. 27-86
Expedition food purchased in Pakistan 351-21
Food in hotels & cafes etc. 140-67
3
7
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Porters’ wages, allowances & tips <;9766
Cook’s wages, etc. 9;7;:
Cook’s clothing & kit 96 76:
Insurance for porters & cook 7<:
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H 1) Costs in Pakistan converted at 82-567 rupees to the £. This was the average rate we got.
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2) The £38-76 for money changing costs was mostly the loss on re-exchanging unused contingency funds.
3) All climbing equipment was loaned to the expedition by the members. So it does not appear in these
accounts, except for the £115-16, which was the amount reimbursed to members whose gear was left

behind during our abseil descent.

4) A grant from Wolverhamptom MBC for a new tent is not shown in these accounts, as the grant was
actually made to the Wolverhampton Mountaineering Club, who loaned the tent to the expedition.
5) Members’ personal insurance was handled individually. Some members already had adequate cover
previously purchased by them for the whole year. The £164 shown here is a notional figure based on
the BMC “Sunpeak” premium for the duration of the trip.
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