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INTRODUCTION

In August of 1999 a group of 6 climbers, all from North Wales, explored the remote Northern valleys of the
Codillera Quimsa Cruz, in Bolivia. The purpose of the expedition was to make first ascenis and new rock
routes in the area. The team made a total of 24 new routes and first ascents ranging from Alpine PD to
British E2. The rock in the the Cordillera Quimsa Cruz is perfect crystalline granite and the area abounds
with steep blank walls, slabby faces, towers and pinacles.

Climbing in Bolivia is a pleasantly bureaucracy-free experience. With no visas or permits necessary and
easy access to most of the big ranges, self-contained alpine style expeditions can easily be organised from
this country. Most of the climbing in Bolivia concentrates on the big snow peaks over 6000m, Ieaving
many of the areas, such as the Quimsa Cruz, which falls below this magic height, largely unexplored and
undocumeited. The area contains a whole host of easily accessible new routes and unclimbed peaks..
Some have commented that this area is like the Nepal of 20 years ago.

It is useful to have some local contacts though and at least a basic grasp of the Spanish language in order
to speed your planning up on arrival.

LOCATION OF THE AREA

"

The Codillera Quimsa Cruz is
approximately 100km (as the
crow flies) South East of La Paz.
However by road it is about
300km in distance. The Quimsa
Cruz is a small mountain range
abour 50 kilometres long by
about 30 kilometres across (about
the size of Snowdonia). In the
South, the area is still quite glacial
and alpine stvle mixed routes
have been recorded. In the
Northern valleys, however, most

of the glaciers have largely

retreated leaving dry moraine

- EL PENIS -

filled valleys edged by clean granite rock faces and towers.

This expedition confined its exploration to two main valleys in the northern part of the range. These
valleys were the Laguna Barras Kkota vallev (also known as the Northern Taruca Umana Valley) and the
Laguna Chillhua Kkota valley (also known as the Eastern Taruca Umana Valley. These were just two of
dozens of similar valleys in the range and endless exploration and new routing possibilities (both rock and
alpine) exist.

GETTING TO BOLIVIA

Getting to La Paz, the capital city of Bolivia is very straightforward, with are a variety of options on flights.
Most of the big airline companies offer ‘direct’ flights via North America, or you can go for smalier in
countrv operators like some of the Spanish or German airlines, which do flights via the host country. You

LN



also have the option of flving to Lima in Peru and then travelling overland or by domestic flight dowr
La Paz.
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In the end we opted for a flight with American Airlines, as this offered us a reasonably direct route (via
quick stops at Chlcago and Miami) to La Paz, and more importantly a 64kg luggage allowance. This
allowed us to take all of our own climbing kit and not have to worry about buving anvthing in 1a Paz

except food and fuel.

RESEARCH

The climbing guidebooks for South America and Bolivia offered tantalising glimpses of perfect rock in the
Cordiilera Quimsa Cruz, but very little real information. The Lonely Planet Guide for Bolivia says of the
area ‘as vet an undiscovered gem for mountaineers’ and refers to a quote from a Spanish climbing
magazine, calling the area a ‘South American Karakorum’. Yossi Brain’s recent guide, Bolivia — a climbing
guide, describes the range as ‘predominantly an area for rock climbing on granite spires, likened to the
Chamonix Aguilles by many climbers’.

[ 'was fortunate to discover that a Scottish Climbing _:A::“cditi-,-iz
had been o Bolivia the prewous summer and had spent 5
days in the Cordi‘;!em Quimsa Cruz. As a result [ managed ro

contact Tony Barton, the expedmon leader, and he was an

invahighle sonree of informar nhotooranhs and new route
invaluable source of infory mr} tOgrapns, anc rous

possxbllmes for the area. Mv other main source of mformauon

Lmp ¢ PR, sha ot s any Tepye
50 {erman
IO g area was ing f\.rvx i AAOIA‘ a UCIidil P\/’\»A

7, which had been climbing in the area for over a month in

[ tried contacting a number of sources in Bolivia for anv other
information on the area but although many people referred to
some topos for the area, none were forthcoming. The areais it
seems, largelv unexplored and undocumented by climbers. 1

ng to put all of the available information on the area

into one s mal guide.

vt

- CLIMBING ON NUEVO ZONGO -

MAPS

Maps of the area are generally good 1:50 000 with a lot of contour detail (contour interval 20m). Not all
maps however are availabie. Despite managing to track down precise references for maps in this country
it was impossible to get hold of maps of the area from the UK. We therefore had to hope that they would
be readily available once we got to La Paz.

Once we got to La Paz our first priority was to go to the Institute Geographico Militar (IGM) on Avenida
Bautista Saavedra, and order the maps we needed. Next to no-one speaks English in La Paz nd at this



point it is verv useful to have at least some hasic Spanish. The man at the map place, had however heard
of Margaret Thatcher, football ‘ooligans and Manchester United! It took 2 days for us to get the maps we
needed, and then we got 3 out of the 4 we required for the area. These covered the area thar we were
going to be climbing in, but not the walk in. We found the maps to be generally reliable, but it would have

heen impossible to map the myvriad of small peaks and towers that we ended up climbing,

MONEY

Bolivians appear to operate in two main currencies; Bolivianos and US Dollars. Almost everyone except
the small markets will take either currency. In 1999 &1 is roughly worth 10 Bolivianos (BS). It is worth
taking a mixture of US § travellers cheques and US § currency, and then changing some of this into
Bolivianos. You can use visa cards (or similar), to obtain cash at most banks, but the whole process can
take a verv long time. Street money trading is legal, and vou can change dollars into Bolivianos at any
street corner ‘cambio’. The exchange rate is consistent with that ot a bank.

To buv food at the local market and at restaurants we used Bolivianos in small denominations (5 & 10
Boliviano notes), but for most larger transactions, such as accommodation and transport we used dollars.
Bolivia has Third World status and to Westerners is very cheap, our hotel accommodation cost about £4
per person per night, a good meal out was about £1.50, and a kilo of pasta was 10 pence. To the Bolivian

of wealth and affluence.

HEALTH

Flving in to La Paz was really the onlv major health problem that the team encountered in the whole time
in Bolivia. With the airport at 4,300m and the centre of town at 3,700m there was no opportunity for our
low altitude western bodies to acclimatise. Most of the team opted to take slow release Diamox tablets for
the first 3 days that we were in La Paz. We took the first tablet on the plane, about 8 hours before arrival
and then twice a day thereafter. This helped enormously with our acclimatisation, and apart from the odd
tingling fingers, we experienced no side effects.

Onlv one team member suffered anv real
health problems, first altitude sickness and

then a gastrointrinal bug. A further 3 davs on

Diamox and rest, hvelped further with
2 A < Af

acchmatisation and then a 3 dav course o
antibiotics (Ciproxin ) for the bug seemed to
do the mick. We were careful abour filrering
water when camping near habitation, and can
only congl by
picked up off the ground during our wait in

Viloco.

Luc 1T LU .

ide that the ‘::‘..:::.'*tinr. wag nroh
T Giadt Uil SULLD WS l.,
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antibiotics and diarhoea tablets, suturing kit, and a string injectable painkiller, as well as the standard pills,
potions, plasters and bandages

We did though rake a full expedition medical kit to cover anv emergencv. This included a range of



KIT & EQUIPMENT

With so little information available on the area we didn't really know quite what to expect of the climbing.
We didn’t know how hard the routes were going to be, how long they were going to be or whether we
were going to have to fix ropes, so we took virtually evervthing but the kitchen sink. Climbing kit was
organised in 3 pairs. Each pair had two 50 metre ropes, a large rack with a full set of friends, a spare
amount of climbing hardware and a set of pegs. In addition to this within the group there were four spare
ropes; 2 x11mm and 2 x 9mm and 3 peg hammers.

From the reports that we had read we also were not sure whether any of the routes had glacier or snow
approaches. It had been hinted in the Scottish report that the approach to some routes might not be
possible without crampons and ice axes, so we also took 2 sets of crampons and 2 sets of axes in the team.
In the event we found we didn’t use them, but they would have made life easier on Cerro Torini had we
taken them with us (we were forced to abseil down the icy couloir rather than walk off the ridge). Thev

would also have been necessary had we decided to climb on some of the towers on the Mama Okklu
ridge where the glacier has not ver finally receded.

We didn’t find that we needed to use any pegs, though we did see pegs on some routes that had been

climbed in the past. We found that most routes had good cracks that once cleaned would take a friend or

a wire. Many of the cracks were very flared and open and a large set of friends was invaluable.

Other things that came in useful were: a taped up nut key for cleaning out the cracks, a lightweight
tarpaulin for cooking under (and later to act as a roof on one of the disused mine buildings where we

camped); and a vast library of books to read on those long dark nights.

FOoon & FUEL

We bought all of our food in 1a Paz, where with a bit of time spent shopping around you can buy pretty
much anything you can in the UK (with the exception of museli bars). What you can't find in the markets
vou can get (at 4 or 5 times the price) in the expensive supermarkets in the westernised end of town.
Don't expect supermarkets the size of T'esco though, mostly they were more like your local corer Spar.
We spent a total of £300 on food for 6 people for 22 davs. We got the best prices by shopping around in
the local markets (Mercado de Hechiceria) and doing a bit of Bolivian style haggling.

We bought 00 litres of this, calculating
that we would use about a litre of fuel

per stove per day (we took 3 stoves). In
tl o end we Anlo ‘u*nr] 177 lirre E\'Pr stove

For fuel we used local unleaded petrol.

00w Oay UHTRL bS8

per day as we didn’'t do any bivis or
And P

L enged up givis

all of our surplus fuel away to some

1

- . 1 N N
locals on ihe wav o
HOeats Onine wav ol

need to melt snow, an ot

TGS
DssImy
ks <

The petrol did choke up our stoves
(MSR’s) quite a bit and we did need to
clean and de-gunge them everv few
days. The MSR Dragonfly seemed to

cape with the fuel for the longest, only

- DOWNTOWN MARKET -



choking up after 2 weeks use. White Gas or Colemans is available in La Paz, but only in small amounts and
is very expensive.

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL TO THE MOUNTAINS.

Good transport networks exist for the Codillera Quimsa Cruz, as the mountains lie on the edge of the tin
mining belit, and dirt roads run all the way up the West side of the range. We arranged our transport
before getting to Bolivia through our contact Erick Miller, in North America, and his partner in 1a Paz;
Carlos Escobar, President of the BMGA. This saved us quite a lot of running around once in La Paz (where
we did come across another group of climbers who had been trving for 6 davs to arrange their transport).
Things don’t normally happen very quickly in South America.

We arranged ro hire a 4x4 large enough to accommodate 6 passengers & 2 drivers, and about 400 kilos of
equipment food and fuel. This cost us about $600 (US) and was by far the most expensive thing we paid
for in South America. You can though, if working on a tighter budget and have a bit more time to spare,
get the local bus from El Alto in La Paz to Viloco for around 15Bs.

Once out of the city the drive is largelv on dirt roads, and it takes 9 hours to reach the small mining village
of Viloco. From here it is about 15 kilometres along tracks and old mining paths to the start of the main
climbing areas. The drive was one of those hair-raising, ravine crossing, bits of road missing experiences,

that every expedition in such an undeveloped area like this, just has to go through. It was good for
acclimatisation too, crossing one high pass at 5000m.

Though we asked our drivers to take us a little further, so that we could camp outside the village and be a
little nearer to our base camp, they refused on the basis that it was now dark and the villagers said that the
road was dangerous. However when we did finally walk this way we found the road being used by 4 ton
trucks and other 4 wheel drives. For others going into this area in the future it is possible to drive a
further 7 kilometres to a good camp just above Mina Mocoyade. This makes the walk in just 8 kilometres,
which if ferrying loads in, can be done in just one day.

Once in the village of Viloco, our
drivers found a room for us to stay in.
This was in the village hall, right
opposite the now defunct ‘Radio
Viloce'. For just 6Bs. each, the room

just gave us a roof over our heads and

we camped inside for 2 couple of days
whilst waiting for our lamas to arrive.
On arrival at the vilk had had a

illage we had had a
lengthy haggling session with the
locals over the cost of liamas versus
porters. In the end we opted for llamas
and arranged 1o hire Z0 flamas to take
our kit the 15 km in to our first camp.

- RADIO VILLOCO ~

freedom from the Portugese), and everybody was about to start on a 3 day drinking binge. However, after
2 davs wait we realised that our llamas weren’t going to arrive and decided to carry the loads in ourselves.

Unfortunately we had arrived in Viloco on the eve of the Independence Day celebrations (175 vears of



This took us 2 days, setting up an intermediate camp half way, and doing each leg 3 times in total, in order
to get all of our kit in to our first camp.

It was largely guesswork getting in to the valleys themselves, as this was the map that we were missing.
However after one or two false turns we did find our way into base camp.

WEATHER CONDITIONS & CLIMATE

In general we could not have wished for better weather. Most days it was dry and bright, with plenty of
sunshine. Daytime temperatures were around 15 to 20 C, with night-time temperatures falling to below
freezing, sometimes as low as —15 C. We experienced snow flurries on the drive in to the area, and later in
the trip on one day towards the end of August it snowed heavily overnight. 'T'his left all the South face
routes coated in a fresh dusting of snow for the next day or two.

Being so near to the equator, daylight hours worked on a near perfect 12 hour cycle, the sun coming up
around 6.45 am and setting around 6.45 p.m. Most of the rock faces had a limited period of sunshine, and
once in the shade the temperature quickly dropped to below freezing. This seemed on average to give us
about 4 — 5 hours on a facc, before we cither had to get to the top in a hurry or retreat.

BASE CAMPS

We used 2 camps to give us access to the two main climbing valleys. Our first camp (Camp 1) was
established just above the path at the intersection of the two valleys at GR 576 390. This gave us a small
but comfortable camp, sited amongst some large boulders and about 100m away from running water.

Camp 2 was established slightly higher up the mountain at the disused mining settlement below Laguna
Chillhua Khota (Map 6043 I Grid Reference 582390) at an altitude of 4420m. This was a pleasant flat area
in the moraine below the lake, with fabulous views of the plains below and the mountains above. It also
had several small roofless buildings which made good cooking and storage areas. This gave us a
comfortable base to explore from and easy access to both of the main climbing valleys, with most routes
between one and two hours walk from the campsite.

THE CLIMBING

The rock in the area is excellent granite providing good friction, if rather bold at times. There is a great
range of types of climbing, something for everyone, from steep crystalline slabs, to Yosemite style cracks
and roofs and big blank looking walls. As well as rock climbing, there are also plenty of alpine style ridges
and towers to ascend. Most routes can be done in a day. With a near perfect 12 hour day, most faces seem
to get the sun for about 4 hours a day, before going into the shadow, with temperatures plunging
instantly to sub zero. Exceptions to this, are Grosse and Erste Mauer which being North facing get the sun
all day.

All routes were climbed on sight using wires and friends for protection and were cleaned by the second.
Cracks were often choked with dirt and moss near the base of the crag, and needed cleaning (we found a
nut key did the job nicely, but a small wire brush would sometimes have been useful too). Higher up the
rock was very clean. In the main most routes were done in a day, and were lead on sight, but some longer
routes such as routes on Pico Cornflake and the Diablo were returned to over 2 or 3 days.



Rock routes ranged in grade from Hard Severe to E2 with alpine routes from PD to TD. The routes

climbed varied in length from 200 to 500 metres long and were climbed at altitudes between 4600m and
5200m.

The area abounded with small towers and peaks, many of
E‘! i 1

them s nchmi
UICHE sui Uil

e With mect Af the alaripre roecanti
L)t.d. Willl miost 'u‘f e Sia(,u.xa HeSwitit'

retreated, leaving behind much torn and broken rock, and

..... ~ A

hugc piles of nioraine, the arca was reminiscent of the Sciia
Towers in the Dolomites, or Salbitschijen in Switzerland.
The highest points reaciied were Cerro Torini 5131m and
Cuernas de Diablo 5271m.

We climbed over 20 routes and peaks in the area, and in all

of this saw very lirtle evidence of others having climhed
g &)

here. On Cerro Taruca Umana, on the Red Slab, we came

across signs of orther cimbers having been there with some

cracks cleaned out and one route sporting nice new shiny
i MNTrecs: f-

hanlee The huoa and i 117y aranoe face of {rose
pOHIS. 1€ Duge and mpressive Orange Iace Of Lrisse

Mauer was the only other face which showed signs of

D R T o T P |
Chinoing actvity, where about four les up the fuce sporied

an assortment of tat and pegs. In two valleys with about a

1

hundred peaks, wowers and walls we were not disappoinied
to find evidence of just half a dozen routes, and the area still
sporis a litetmes worth of climmbing on new routes.

- RED PYRAMID -

FLORA & FAUNA

Due to weight restrictions, it was impossible to carry a comprehensive flora identification guide, so we
were unabie to identify many of the species we saw. But there were a large variety of cacti seen on the
walk-in to the camp, together with some curious pineapple shaped, broad-leaved plants. Needle grass
was the major problem encountered whilst camping. It appeared in dense clumps, similar to certain
British mosses. Its needle-sharp leaves would remain embedded into anvthing it came into contact with.
Care had to be raken when entering into tents with footwear on, as inflatable sleeping mats could easily
he punctured.

We saw many herds of different llama species, whilst travelling to and from La Paz,(mostly Apacas and
Vicunas) and in the region around Viloco, but none in the upper arca where we camped. On one occasion
a Mountain fox and a Deer were sighted, but the majority of the time the only large animals seen were
either cattle (herded around Laguna Chillhua Khota) and Viscachas, a timid long-tailed rabbit seen
perched on, or hiding under rocks in the boulder fields above the camp.

Birds of prey were abundant in the area, often circling around the higher peaks in the area — this however

inade them difficalt to identfy. On Laguna Chillhua Khota, above the camp, we saw black-headed gulls,
Andean geese and ducks, together with a small bird very reminiscent of the British swallow.
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PEOPLE & CULTURE

50 to 60 % of the population in Bolivia are Campesino Indians. The only non-Campesino population
encountered were in La Paz. The majority of the Campesino Indian women wear the traditional bowler
hat, several layers of skirts and petticoats, and a brightly coloured ahuayo - a type of shawl worn across the
back, and often used for carrying goods or children. ‘The people in Viloco were understandably cautiously
curious as to why six, supposedly well-off gringos would want to venture into the higher mountain
regions. Their caution soon disappeared however, and we all too often had an audience watching our
every move! Almost everyone we met were friendly and sociable, despite the squalor and unsanitary
conditions which they live in.

ITINARY

The overall expedition dates were 1* to 28™ August 1999. On arrival in Bolivia, we spent three days in La
Paz acclimatising and getting our supplies bought and iransport finally organised. We then spent a day
travelling by jeep to the mining village of Viloco where we spent the night.

The next day was wasted waiting for our Llamas which didn’t arrive, until finally after 2 days wait we
decided to carry out kit in ourselves. No mean task as all of the food, kit and fuel added up to about 60
kilos each. The walk in (a total distance of 15 kilometres) was split into two stages. Stage one involved 3
carries each (0 Mina Mocoyade (a total walking distance of 42 km), where we camped for the night. Stage
2 was a similar distance and this took us into our first base camp (Camp 1).

We spent about 5 days at camp 1, continuing to acclimatise and getting over the walk in, by exploring the
two valleys and climbing easy routes Cerro Taruca Umana. We then took a day to carry all of our kit and
equipment the short distance up to camp 2, giving us better access to the two valleys and slightly shorter
walks to the climbs. From here we were able to explore better the Laguna Chilthua Khota Valley with the
big walls of Grosse Mauer, Erste Mauer and Pico Cornflake.

After 11 days at camp 2, we spent a day and a half walking back into Viloco and the remainder of the
second day travelling back to La Paz by jeep. This gave us a day to chill out in La Paz before the long haul
flight back to the UK. All in all we spent 5 days in La Paz, 22 days on the mountain, and the rest of the time
travelling.
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FINANCES

Apart from the high cost of flights, £825 from the UK to La Paz (this is peak time), the cost of the
expedition was quite low. With no bureaucracy, no peak fees, no sirdars or porters to hire, the costs in
country remained small, and in fact once in Bolivia the expedition only spent £110 per head.

Income £ Expenditure
Welsh Sports Council 650 | Rlights (6 team members) 4,950
Mount Everest Foundation 500 ] Transport UK 185
British Mountaineering Council 150 | Transport Bolivia 413
Members contributions (§825 pp) 4950 { Fuel 35
Accommodation La Paz (5 nights) 157
Subsistence La Paz (5 days) 125
Maps & guides 50
Medical Supplies 35
Food & Supplies 300
TOTAL 6250 6250

We would like to thank The Mount Everest Foundation, The British Mountaineering Council, The Welsh
Sports Council, Kodak for their support.
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ROUTES

Cerro Taruq Umana
These are the big flat iron slabs above and to the west of the Laguna Bharas Kkota
The slabs catch the sun between
9am and 1pm.

For the left and central slabs
approach by following the little
path up towards the Laguna
Bharas Kkota. Break off left at the
fower dried up lake and make
your way up to the left edge of
the slabs.

For the Red (right ) Slab Follow
the path to the Laguna Bharas
Kkota . Just before the lake take
the path traversing off ieft
towards the right of the slabs.

= CERRO TARUQ UMANA -

Left band Pyramid

Fawlty Towers HVS 5a 200m (UIAA 5+)

11. 8.99. Sue Savege Jim Savege

Pitch 1 5a 50m

Start on the right hand edge of the big slab.

Follow cracks a few metres to the left of the arete. After about 20 metres make some hard, bold moves up
a flared dirty cracks (poor gear). Continue up on easing ground to a small ledge, just left of on orange
block perched on the arete, and 6 metres below a large hanging boulder.

Pitch 2. 4b. 50m

From the belay, go straight up cracks, keeping just to the left of the arete, Belay in large blocks.

Pitch 3.4a. 50m

Trend left up large blocks and cracks. Belav next to 2 huge orange flake on a ledge.

Pitch 4. 4b. 50m '

Go up behind, and slightly left of the belay stance. Climb up ;the first tower and about half way up bridge
left onto the next tower. Continue up this to finish amongst large blocks at the top.

Pitch 4 Direct variation 4c

Instead of stepping left continue direct up the first tower. (friend 2 1/2 handy)

Cerro Taruca Umana 4852m

Summit via south west ridge of left pyramid. AD 400m.

12.8.99. Roger Barton Mark Bramich

Look for a long ridge on the left of the complex of cliffs. Climb up it using some slabs to the right on the
tricky bits. At the top of the ridge take some precarious steps across to the bottom of a triangular wall and
continue up a chimney crack (70m). From the top of the crack scramble/walk to the summit.
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Continuation Cracks HS (UIAA V-)
12.8.99. Roger Barton. Mark Bramich

Central Pyramid

Lado Derecho del Cioch VS 4C

11.8.99 Roger Barton Catrin Thomas

200m

Climb the long arete to beneath the nose then climb around the right hand side up groove to the top of
the nose. Finish up slabs.

‘DEC’ HVS 5a (UIAA 6-)
11.8.99. Mark Bramich Iain Wright

Pitch 1. 5a. 50m

Climb twin cracks and slabs below and just left of the
left edge of the 'Cioch’, moving right to belay on a
ledge below a large chimney crack

Pitch 2. 4c. 50m

Traverse diagonally up and left to join a large crack;
follow this up and RIGHT until a traverse can be made
into the corner between the 'Cioch’ and the headwall.
Ascend the corner and belay on the 'Ciock' (this pitch
could be split).

Pitch 3. 4a. 40m

Ascend the right edge of the headwall, crossing a
‘crevasse’ to finish,

Descent: down the gully to the right of the crag as you

face it

Superdirect E1 5b

12. 8.99. Sue Savege Jim Savege

Pitch 1 4¢ 45m

Start in centre of slab, about 7m right of leaning orange
comer and 3m left of parailel grooves. Go direct up a
mossy crack which crosses a grassy diagonal ledge.
Move slightly up and leftwards into a grassy comer.
Ascend hanging grooves to belay at top.

- CENTRAL PYRAMID -

Pitch 2. 52, 25m

Step right from the belay and move around a block. Continue up through blocks onto a clean slab. Go up
to a small overlap and pull left over it on a good hold. Belay at the start of a long thin crack. Hanging belay
Pitch 3. 5b. 15m

Follow the thin crack (plenty of good friend placements) using small holds to the left of the crack. An

excellent pitch. Continue up easier ground to belay on a good ledge in a corner below the overhang.
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Pitch 4. 5a. 20m

Go straight up to the overhanging crack in the corner. Thug your way up this and belay just on the right.
Pitch 5. 4¢. 30m

Step left from the belay and step across a very wide chimney crack which cuts straight through the top
overhangs. Go up the slabs to the left of the crack using creaking flakes to start with, then stepping right
over the chimney crack. Follow the organ pipes to finish.

Red Pyramid (North East Face)

Day In Day Out E2 5¢ (UIAA 6+)

21.08.99. Mark Bramich Sue Savege Jim Savege.

Approach. ‘

Follow the path up to the higher lake and then double back along an obvious path leading up to a pass to
the left of the red slab. Go left at some huge jumbled boulders to the bottom of the wall.

Start at the first stepped ledge to the right of the blunt arete.

Pitch 1.5b.45m

Follow grooves using the slab on the right to a small bulge at 40 feet. Climb this by going first left then
right. Continue up grooves and slabs trending slightly left to belay on a good ledge at the start of a thin
crack leading to a blocky orange overhang.

Pitch 2. 5¢.30m.

Crux. Steep and bold. Delicate climbing up a shallow groove to start. Continue direct up the steep bold
slab (poor gear) until below the overhang. Step right onto a short arete and climb through the overhang
using a large block and good layaways.

Pitch 3. 5b /4b. S0m

Climb up blocks to the right of the belay, then hand traverse left to go up and gain a ledge with great
relief. Easy climbing then up a series of small walls and ledges to gain a large ledge below the final
headwall.

Pitch 4.52 40m

Move left along the gangway for about 20 feet following the obvious line of flakes to a final overhanging
chimney. Squeeze through this or continue to layback up rightwards to an exhilarating finish.

North East Arete HVS 5a

10.8.99. Roger Barton Catrin Thomas

Pitch 1. 50m

Up grooves trending left to a grassy crack. Pull up this then ascend a short wall.

Pitch 2. 25m

Traverse left

Pitch 3. 40m

Up the right wards curving layback crack then climb into a groove and follow it to a slab. Cross the slab
rightwards to belay at its apex.

Pitch 4. 30m

Step right and go up to a ledge.

Pitch 5. 50m

Climb a crack on the left and traverse right to a slab. Climb the slab and finish up another crack.
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Red Pyramid (East Face)

Direct Route E1 5c (UIAA 6+)

(First British ascent)

22. 8.99. Mark Bramich Sue Savege Jim Savege

Start in the centre of the face.

Pitch 1. 5b. 50m

Go up directly, first on slabs then grooves to finally step left and belay below a slanting overlap.

Pitch 2. 5c¢. 50m

Step left from the belay and cross the bottom of a blank slab to another diagonal overlap. Go up a bold
slab rright of this, finishing by laybacking up the overlap. Belay above the overlap.

Pitch 3. 5a. 50m

Follow the slanting crack up and slightly rightwards to belay where it widens into a groove at the top.
Pitch 4. 4¢.50m

Continue direct on cracks and flakes to the top.

Descent

A short abseil takes you into the gully at the back of the face. Follow this to the bottom.

Lower Wall. Pyramids Area

Left Wall E1 5b
11.8.99. Roger Barton. Catrin Thomas

Nuevo Zongo (GR 588 398) 4920m

South West Ridge. PD

10.8.99. Sue Savege Jim Savege

Starting form the western end of Laguna Chillhua Kkota follow the large valley northwards towards the
obvious peak on the right hand skyline. Before the valley steepens to the ridge to the north, scramble
rightwards to the bouldery summit of Nuevo Zongo.

South Face Cerro Zongo

Funky Moped. VS 4c (UIAA 5)

16.8.99. Mark Bramich Jim Savege Iain Wright

Pitch 1. 30m

Climb up a broad gully on the right hand side of the crag, to some downward pointing spikes. Belay on a
ledge up and left.

Pitch 2. 4c. 45m

Climb a thin corner/groove until a larger groove going steeply rightwards can be reached. This rises
steeply until a ledge on the left can be reached above some loose blocks.

Pitch 3. 45m

Climb a steep crack behind the belay until a ledge/traverse line can be crossed leftwards below steep walls
and overhangs. Trend up towards the large right facing corner and belay below it.
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Pitch 4. 45m. 4b
Climb the corner until a traverse left at the top leads to easy ground.

Pico Cornflake Pt 4685 (Grid ref. 591 393

A Fistfull of Dirt (Unfinished Project) E1 5b (UIAA 6+)

15. 8.99. Sue Savege. lain Wright

Approach

Go up the base of the valley from the lake. When below the left hand edge of the face, scramble up for
about 100m until below the large central chimneys.

Pitch 1. 5b. 40m

Start at a groove on the right at the bottom of
the big central chimney system. Go up the
short comer groove on the front of the arete.
Then go up slabs to a good belay in a corner.
Pitch 2. 5b. 25m

Go up the short steep slab/wall using the
corner. Follow the ramp ioa similar problem.
Go up this and belay in the corner.

Pitch 3. 3b. 30m

Go up in to the recesses of the chimney
groove direct for 20m, and then bridge out on
the outside of the chimney, becoming
progressively harder nearer the top. Seni-
hanging belay on a sloping ledge (spike
belay).

Pitch 4

Unfinished

Pitch 5a 50m

From the ledge go up a groove on the right.
From the top of this follow as easy slab to a
corner. Ascend the easy corner to finish on a
huge ledge.

Descent
Cross the big ledge to the back. Scramble

(north) side of the crag back to the base.

« PICO CORNFLAKE -

Erste Mauer (G.R. 586 381)

Approach.

Follow an obvious path on the south side of Laguna Chillhua Kkota, towards the head of the valley. Erste
Mauer is first large face to be passed. About 40 minutes from the lake.

Descent
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At the top of the routes, scramble up and left along rubbly ledges to the top of the ridge. An obvious path
coming up from the next valley then takes you bask down to the base of the crag.

North Wall. Eastern Sector
Start at the large toe of rock sticking out from the base for
the left hand side of the face.

Senor Hebe. HS 4b
14.8.99. Sue Savege Jim Savege.
Start on rop of the ‘toe’ of rock at the base of ;the left hand
end of the crack, about 100m right of the col. Climbs a
series of grooves and deep cracks.
Pitch 1. 4b. 30m

limb shoit groove 1o ledge. Move 2 metres along ledge
and ascend short steep wall. Belay on loose ledge.
Pitch 2. 4¢. 45m
Go right from the belay and climb a series of grooves, with
a short steepening at haif height. Continue up this and
belay in a blocky corner.
Pitch 3. 4a. 45m.
Continue up and left from belay, arriving at large bouldery
ledge. Continue to scramble over boulders to huge
~erched houlder. Belay below a large steep pinnacle.

- ERSTE MAUER -

Pitch 4. 4a
Go left into a deep loose groove. Go up a short corner and climb easily to the top.

‘Nobody’s Fault But Mine’ HVS 5a (UIAA 5)

14.8.99. Mark Bramich lain Wright

Pitch 1. 40m

Climb a wide corner crack and belay at the base of a large chimney.

Pitch 2. 5a. S0m.

Climb the wide chimney. The chimney narrows towards the top, where broken ground leads to a ledge
belay.

Pitch 3. 5a. 30m

Climb the thin groove behind the belay ledge to its top, then step left onto a steep wall, using flakes, to
the top.

North Wall. Central Sector

Monsters HVS 5b (UIAA 5+ / 6)

17.8.99 Mark Bramich lain Wright

Where the largest ‘toe’ or rock sticks out at the base of the crag, gain a ledge up and left. Belay below a
ledge/traverse line running down and rightwards.

Pitch 1. 4b. S0m.
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Gain the traverse line and traverse rightwards to a large block. Climb to its top and continue up blocks
and cracks to belay below an obvious crack/fault line.

Pitch 2. 5b. 50m

Climb the crack / fault-line to a ledge (possible belay). Go up to an overhand and climb this by using
surprisingly good holds on the steep right wall. Continue steeply to a ledge.

Pitch 3. 4¢. 50m

Follow the continuation crack / fault line over large blocks, until the fault narrows. Gain a crack line on
the right wall. Climb this and climb slabs to the top.

‘Cuts Like A Knife’ E1 5¢ (UIAAVII) .

19.8.99. Mark Bramich Sue Savege Iain Wright

Between the largest ‘toe’ of rock, at the base of the crag, and a large orange overhang there is a deep
chimney. Start at a small ledge directly below this.

Pitch 1. 4c. 48m

Ascend the chimney for about 10m until it is possible to break out right on to a narrow ledge on the slab.
From the ledge go straight up the slab (bold), then back into the narrowing groove. Follow this to a good
belay in the groove. Large block belay.

Pitch 2. 5¢. 45m

Cross over a small ‘arete’ on the right and climb up to a right facing corner. Climb steeply up the corner to
the overhang (delicate bridging and laybacking). At the overhang traverse thinly leftwards (crux) to a gain
a large spike, and swing awkwardly onto the arete. Climb up a groove and belay in the groove.

Pitch 3. 4b. 45m

Climb up and right to a square cut mossy groove. Follow small walls and ramps up for 40m, all the time
keeping just right of the easy main groove. Belay on blocks on a ledge below the final left facing corner.
Pitch 4. 5a. 40m

Pleasant laybacking and bridging up the corner to finish.

East Wall

When ascending the col between Erste Mauer and Grosse Mauer, there is a prominent pinnacle split by a
crack on the left hand side. Start at the bottom right hand side of the pinnacle.

17 Viscacha Pinacle Rib E1 5b. (UTAA VI+)

24.8.99. Mark Bramich Jim Savege '

Pitch 1. 5b. 45m

Follow the crack diagonally leftwards, where a delicate move gains the crack as it becomes vertical. Climb
up with increasing difficulty, until hand jams lead to a ledge.

Pitch 2. 5a. 10m

Climb up and right from the ledge to gain twin cracks. Climb these to the top.

Grosse Mauer (G. R. 593 383) 4900m

Approach

As for Erste Mauer. Then continue on towards the head of the pass for another 40 minutes. Just before
the col scramble up to the base of the huge yellow face.

Descent.
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From the ridge, descend westwards to the top of a steep gully. 3 abseils take you to the bottom of the
gully. Scramble down and right to the a col which takes you back to the bottom of the face.

North Wall / East Ridge

Normal Route Direct VS 5a

17.8.99. Sue Savege Jim Savege

Pitch 1

From ledges just before the col, climb rightwards through steep blocks and continue up.
Pitch 2 40m. 5a

Go up a chimney behind the belay, then up a corner groove (2 bolts). From the top of this layback up a
short wall and belay.

Pitch 3

From the block belay (tat), go straight up the corner to a large ledge on the edge of the face.
Pitch 4

Move together up the groove on the right to a huge rubble ledge.

Pitch 5. 4a. 50m

Go up the final slab trending rightwards to belay in a large crack.

Pitch 6. 4a. 20m

Continue up the crack and slab to the ridge.

North Wall | East Ridge

Normal Route / Chimney Start VS 5a
14.8.99. Roger Barton. Catrin Thomas

Eastern Flanks

Lejos Lado HVS 52

18.8.99. Roger Barton. Catrin Thomas. Mark Bramich

Over the col to the left of GroBe Maver and around to the right is a large area of cliffs behind GroRe
Mauer. Against one of the buttresses leans an enormous flake. Start to the right of this.

Climb up cracks and corners to ledges overlooking a large rock filled crack on the other side of the
buttress (150m). Drop into the large crack and then climb tentatively up it squeezing with immense care
and lots of cursing under a big jammed boulder.

Scramble up the ridge to the top.

Mama Okllo Tower 4. 4900m

Welsh Cake Route - South West Flank HVS 5a

16.8.99. Roger Barton. Catrin Thomas

Start about 20m left of a large chossy gully 200m right of prominent ridge.
Pitch 1. 30m
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Climb up a shallow gully then traverse right under roofs to a crack. Step round into a second crack and
struggle up it.

Pitch 2. 40m

Climb choss to a diedre. Continue up narrow chimney and belay at the top.

Pitch 3. 50m

Scramble up to the base of a comer crack. Jam and lay back up this and then a short continuation crack at
the top to a belay.

Pitch 4. 40m

Up a slab trending right then belay to the left at the bottom of a groove,

Pitch 5. 50m :

Climb the groove then a slab helow a roof. traverse left below the roof then climb to aledge.

Pitch 6. 200m

Scramble right wards and upwards until a surprise view of a very impressive face across a huge chasm.
Then make your way up between a large pinnacle and a large block. Traverse round behind the huge
block until a break is reached.

Pitch 7. 7m

Boulder, above a poor landing, up an arete and slab to the top.

Descend down the opposite side into a loose horrible chasm.

Cuernos De Diablo

-~ EL DIABLO -

North West Ridge Pt.4900m

South Face F1 5b
19.8.99. Roger Barton. Catrin Thomas

21



North West Ridge from the North. HVS 5a
20.8.99. Roger Barton. Catrin Thomas

Below a large pinnacle close to the summit of the mountain is a notch. Two approach routes meet here
and have equal merit, both are described. From Los Cuernos de Diablo a ridge extends to GroRe Mauer
one approach involves walking up the right hand side and then climbing and the other approach goes up
the left.

Right hand side

Descend from the col to the right of GroRe Mauer into the valley, follow the valley up towards the
mountain crossing scree of various sizes.

200m Start scrambling up a gully which separates slabs on the main mountain from ridge. This is horrible
slabby ground covered in sand. Continue up through loose rocks more sand and slabs to the ridge.

30m Traverse left across a ledge to a shallow groove, climb this and then a crack to a ledge below an
obvious dog leg crack.

30m Climb the obvious dog leg crack.

20m Hand traverse the flakes and climb a short groove.

40m Climb up and left wards and continue round buttress to a notch.

Left hand side

From the col to the right of Groe Mauer descend into the valley and head up towards the right hand side
of the imposing face of Los Cuernos de Diablo. Defining the right edge of the face is a gully with a
chimney up the back. Start 20m right of the groove below a jamming crack.

50m Climb to and up the crack, at its top traverse left and then climb more grooves to a spiky ledge.

25m Traverse right and climb cracks and grooves. Then move back left and up another groove.

40m Enter the big chimney. Climb up the chimney and struggle around the boulder which is wedged in it.
25m Climb cracks and flakes to the right of the chimney.

50m Regain the chimney and follow it to the notch in the ridge.

The top HVS

50m Climb the wall to the left of the groove until forced to step into it. Follow the groove to the top, then
cross a slab up and right wards. climb through an area of large tottery blocks to belay on a ledge.

40m Go up and left to a right slanting groove, follow this toit’s top.

50m Climb a short chimney and then traverse right along a ledgo to a break in the ridge.

30m From the notch climb a short slab, traverse right, and climb a shallow corner to a ledge.

40m Follow chimneys to the summit.

Pico Sally 5021m (GR 587 420)
Sally’s Tower (West Tower)

South West Ridge AD

18.8.99. Sue Savege. Jim Savege.

From Laguna Bahras Kkota take a small path heading northwards to the big moraine bowl below the ridge
line. Once on the moraine head up left to the pass at GR 584 417.

From the pass scramble rightwards up the ridge. Good at first, then becoming loose and icy. Pick your
way carefully through ice and rubble until at the bottom of an orange tower. A short pitch (IV) up a slab
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takes you on to a chockstone. Belay here, then scramble up behind the tower. A final short pitch up a
bottomless chimney takes you on to balanced blocks on the top of the tower.

This route affords excellent views into the next valley where there is yet more unclimbed rock and endless
route possibilities.

Cerro Torini (GR 592 417) 5131m

North West Ridge D+

23.8.99. Sue Savege Jim Savege.

First British Ascent

From Laguna Bahras Kkota take a small path heading northwards to the big moraine bowl below the ridge
line. Once on the moraine head north east to 2 small towers to the left of Cerro Torini. Once below the
towets go up the icy gully to the col.

From the col scramble rightwards up a gully for about S0m until the rock steepens. 2 pitches of V lead
onto large terraces. Continue up the ridge to the first tower. Descend from this to a gully then scramble
up to below the final tower. A short difficult step V+ and a final pitch of IV lead to the top.

Descent was made by the south west couloir.

From the tower retrace your step to above the bad step. From here scramble south-eastwards to the top
of the wide icy couloir. About 5 abseils take you down to easier ground. From here scramble down to the
moraine.

The summit of Cerro Torini offers excellent
views across the whole range.

The Scottish Bolivian Expedition 1998 claim
an ascent of this route, however their route
description and grid reference do not
appear to match up with the position of the
mountain on the map. It would seem that
they in fact made an ascent of Pico Sally.

- EL DIABLO -
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THE TEAM

The team consisted of six people, climbing mainly in pairs. All but one had experience of rock climbing at
altitude, mainly in Europe and / or North America.

Roger Barton
3 Mount Pleasant, Gallt Y Foel, Caemarfon, Gwynedd, LL55 3EG. Tel +44 (0)1286 872117

Mark Bramich
93 Cae Glas, Rhiwlas, Bangor, Gwynedd, Wales, LL57 4HQ, Tel. +44 (0)1248 371195

Jim Savege
1 Pen Y Ffriddoedd, Tregarth, Bangor, Gwynedd, Wales, LL57 4NY Tel. +44 (0)1248 600571

Sue Savege
1 Pen Y Ffriddoedd, Tregarth, Bangor, Gwynedd, Wales, LL57 4NY Tel. +44 (0)1248 600571

Catrin Thomas
Bronallt, Brynrefail, Gwynedd, Wales Tel. +44 (0)1286 871169

lain Wright
Einion Cottage, Furnace, Machynlleth, Powys, Wales, SY20 8PG. Tel. +44 (0)1654 781362
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RESOURCES

Books

Trekking in Bolivia. A Traveller’s Guide. Yossi Brain

Bolivia. A Climbing Guide. Yossi Brain

Bolivia. Lonely Planet Guide

Treking and Climbing in the High Andes of Bolivia. Bolivia Adventure Service

Reports (available from British Alpine Club Library)
Bayreuther Andenexpedition 1987. Cordillera Quimsa Cruz Bolivia
British Cordillera Apolobamba Expedition 1997

Scottish Bolivia 98

Articles
High Mountain Info189. August 1998

Contacts

Nuevos Horizons. Ecological Travel.

Calle EvaristoValle No 150 ‘Galleria Heriba’ Of.208-c

Po Box 8271 Phone / Fax 5912-315570

Catlos Escobar. (President Bolivian Guides Association)
Email: nhorizon(@ceibo.entelnet.bo.

Erick Miller:

Email: erick(@amigo.net

Bolivian Alpine Club
Club Andino Boliviano
Cassilla 1345, La Paz, Bolivia. Phone / Fax 591-2-324682

Tony Barton (Expedition Leader. Scottish Bolivian Expedition 1998)

Maps
Stanfords Mail Order. 12 —14 Long Acre, London, WC2E 9LP.
T 0171836 1321 /F 0171 836 0189
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Map References: BIGM.

Carta Nacional, Bolivia

1:50 000

6143 — 111 Mina Caracoles (Gigante, Atoroma, Don Luis)
0143 -1V Estancia Choquetango

6043 — I Araca

Vacinations
Typhoid
Hepatitis A
Yellow Fever
Polio

Rabies (optional)
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FINANCES

Apart from the high cost of flights, £825 from the UK to La Paz (this is peak time), the cost of the

expedition was quite low. With no beaurocracy, no peak fees, no sirdars or porters to hire, the costs in

country remained small, and in fact once in Bolivia the expedition only spent $110 per head.

Income £ | Expenditure
Welsh Sports Council 500 | Flights (6 team members) 4,950
Mount Everest Foundation 650 | Transport UK 185
British Mountaineering Council 150 | Transport Bolivia 413
Members contributions (per person 4950 | Fuel 35
£825
Accommodation La Paz (5 nights) 157
Subsistence La Paz (5 days) 125
Maps & guides 50
Medical Supplies 35
Food & Supplies 300
TOTAL 6250 6250

We would like to thank The Mount Everest Foundation, The British Mountaineering Council, The Welsh

Sports Council and Kodak for their support.
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