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1. Summary 

Mount Evercst Foundation 
Unclimbcd China Expcdition 

Sctwccn lae Scplember and mid November two Ncw Zcaland climbers visited the 
ccntral Daxuc Shan Range in the Ganzi Tibctan Autonomous Region of Western 
Sichuan (Map 1). This region is relativcly well known due to the monarch of the 
range Gongga Shan (Minya Konka 7556m). Pcaks in the northern cnd of the central 
Daxuc Shan havc also sccn some attcntion but scveral pcaks in thc middle of the 
range remaincd unattcmptcd. 

This expedition began life as the Unclimbcd Tibct expcdition hcading for thc 
Nyainqentangla Range of castern Tibet, howcver at the last minute while the 
Cxpedition was in Chengdu preparing to fly to Lhasa, the nccessary permits wcre 
cancclled. This ncccssitatcd a rapid changc of plan and two unclimbed pcaks in the 
Daxue Shan, Longemain (6294m) and Daddomain (6380m) were identificd as new 
cxpedition objectives (Map 2). 

The expedition climbed Longemain via the west ridge reaching the summit on the 20" 
October a climb involving two camps above an Advanccd Basecamp (ABC) (Fig 1). 
This was followed by a successful ascent of the west ridge of Daddomain, also via 
two camps above the same ABC (Fig 2). The summit was reached on 2gth October. 

After the Tibetan permits were cancelled the expedition employed the services of the 
Sichuan Adventure Travel Company in Chengdu, This is affiliated with Mr Dou, the 
agent who had organised our Tibetan permits. We requested them to organise the 
Daxue Shan permits, arrange the compulsory cook and 'guide', as well as organising 
transport and basecamp logistics. They did an excellent job of this, being very well 
organised and providing excellent staff. 

We drove from Chengdu to Laoyuling via Kanding, over the 30 September and 1 
October. This was followed by a four day walk via the Biuxi La into basecamp in the 

Moxi Valley. From this base we established an ABC on the glacier that drains the 
western side of Longemain. Our intention was to climb as much as possible in alpine 
style. Unfortunately the terrain didn't end itself to acclimatising on anything other 
than the routes we intended to climb. This necessitated an initial carry and then the 
establishment of Camp One on Longemain before heading down to basecamp. We 
headed back up the mountain on the 16h Oct and summitted on this attempt. 

Daddomain was climbed with one carry to a half way point between ABC and Camp 
One, and then a single push to the summit. 

We walked out down the Moxi valley and spent several days at the Gongga 
Monastery before walking out over Xi Mei La to the road end. The expedition ended 
on the 6 of November back in Chengdu. 

4 www.summitfootprints.com 



2. Introduction 

The 2004 New Zcaland Unelimbed China Expcdition (the cxpcdition) began lie as the 2004 New Zealand Unclinmbcd Tibet Expedition, which had obtaincd pcrmils to climb in he Nyainqentanghla East Range of castern Tibct. Illegal climbing by various other cxpcditions in the arca causcd thc canccllation of our permits by thc Chinese Tibctan Mountainccring Association whilc thc cxpcdition was prcparing to ly to Lhasa Irom Chengdu, China. At short noticc the cxpcdition had to find ncw objcctives 
and, over a period of only a wcck, organise an cxpcdition to them. The spelling of Chincse or Tibetan place namcs in this report is our own, where we have not becn able to confirm correct spclling. Thcsc place names are listed in 
Appendix B along with pronunciation notcs for Irequently used Tibetan terms. 

Mount Evercst Foundation 

Unclimbed China Expcdition 

In this report the central Daxue Shan rcfers to mountains in the vicinity of the Gongga Shan Massif and shall be referred to as the Daxue Shan. 

More information on the expedition may be gained from www.summitfootprints.com 
2.1. Purpose 

The expedition consulted with the Sichuan Adventure Travel Company (SATC) in 
Chengdu. From these discussions and some further rescarch, two peaks in the Daxue 
Shan Range, Longemain (6294m) and Daddomain (6380m), were chosen as 
expedition objectives. Neither peak had been previously attempted. 

2.2. Location 

The Daxue Shan Range is in the Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in western 
Sichuan, China (Map 1). It is included in the larger mountain group referred to as the 
Hengduan Mountains (Map 1). Longemain and Daddomain lie on the Ranges main 
divide (Map 2), immediately north of the best known and highest peak in the range, 
Gongga Shan (7552m). Their positions are 

Longemain: N 29 deg 39.110 min, E 101 deg S0.241 min, 
Daddomain; N 29 deg 40.503 min, E 101 deg 50.250 min. 

2.3. Character and Area Access 

The Daxue Shan area can be accessed by a single long days drive or, as in our case, 
two shorter days drive from Chengdu. Access to the central part of the range is via the 
main city of the region, Kanding. From here a road heads further west towards Lhasa, 
Tibet. We used this road to drive to Laoyuling, the village we began walking from, 

and also returned on this road from the west at the end of the expedition. 
The Daxue Shan range runs more or less north-south (Map 1 & 2). The highest peak 
is the giant Gongga Shan (Minya Konka 7556m) while the main valleys lie between 
about 3000m and the main passes at around 495Om. Gongga Shan is the only peak 
above 7000m with many peaks lying around the mid-6000m mark. The range marks 
the castern cdge of the Tibetan plateau, a final upheaval before the topography drops 
into the great lowland basins of Sichuan. To the west, ranges of barren hills of around 
4500-5000m, stretch as far as the eye can see. 

www.summitfootprints.com 
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3. Personnel 

The cxpcdilion consistcd of two New Zcaland climbers a Chinese cook and a Chinese *guide'. These slati Positions appcar to be the minimum rcquircd by the Sichuan Mountaincering Association. 

Ncw Zcaland Climbers 

Scan Waters. 
Scan is a 35 yr old from Christchurch. New Zealand. He currently works as an Adventurous Training Instructor for the Ncw Zcaland Army. 

Jorian (Jo) Kippax 

Mount Evercst Foundation 

Unclimbed China Expcdition 

Jo is 34 yrs old and has just movcd from Auckland to Tasmania, Australla. He is a Doctor specialising in Emergency and Acro- medicine. 
Chinese Staff 

Guide' 
Xiao Mei acted as our liaison officer. She is a student of Tibetan Buddhism and speaks exceptionally good English. She added an enormous amount to our expedition with her ability to explain many Tibetan customs, especialy regarding Buddhism. 

Cook 

Hezeyuan (Caar) was our cook and 50 yr old super-granny. Her cooking 
skills were fantastic as were her organisational and logistical skils. She was 
experienced in providing a great service to foreign expeditions and was able 
to explain a great deal regarding Chinese history. 

Jo's wife Leah Avery accompanied us to basecamp and remained there until the 15" 
October whereupon she departed by horse and travelled onto to Lhasa. 

It should be noted that the Sichuan Adventure Travel Co from Chengdu provided us 
with our two excellent staff members. 

www.summitfootprints.com 



4. Preparation and Logistics 
4.1. Introduction 

This scction deals with thc organisation and logistics as organiscd prior to beginning the walk into basccamp. Ii should be notcd that the usual cxhaustive rescarch work 
wAs not pOssible duc to the very limited time framc available for planning ne evnedition after the canccllation of the permits (or the original Tibctan objcctives. 
4.2. Research 

Mount Evcrcst Foundation 
Unclimbcd China Expcdition 

Prior to the canccllation of our Tibctan permits we had made contact with the Sichuan Adventure Travel Co (SATC) in Chengdu as thev are affiliatcd with Mr Dou, the agent we were using in Lhasa. "They appcared to have very good conncctions with the Sichuan Mountaineering Association, as wcll as an extensive knowledge regarding previous activity in the mountains of western China. When wc found oursclves unable to climb in castern Tibet we returned to SATC to discuss possible unclimbed obiectives in Sichuan or Yunnan. While there appears to be many unclimbed obiectives in this arca, many appeared to be off limits due to permitting issues or problems with local authorities. No doubt there are also many obiectives that SATC 
was unaware ot, especially to the south of the Daxue Shan, We didn't have time to 
research these extensively and our search narrowed down over two days to Longemain and Daddomain. Searches of the internet, email communications with Mr 
John Nankervis and Chas Tanner in New Zealand, as well as reference to these peaks in Tomatsu Nakamura's publication, East of the Himalaya- To the Alps of Tibet, indicated that these were worthwhile objectives and presently unclimbe. Prior to arriving at basecamp we had no photographs that we knew categorically were 
of the two peaks in question, although it did turn out that a magazine cover featuring 
Gongga Shan, which we picked up just prior to leaving Chengdu, included 
Longemain, a fact that became obvious once we had seen the mountain. 

4.3. Formalities 

The Daxue Shan Range lies in the Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Sichuan 
and hence come under the jurisdiction of the Sichuan Mountaineering Association. 
We have heard rumour that this jurisdiction may be about to change and hence, rules, 
regulations and costs may also change. 

All permit formalities were organised by SATC ina very quick and professional 
manner. We were charged US$1500.00 per peak (charge for virgin summit 6-7000m). 
Because so little information was available regarding the two objectives we were 
allowed to pay for one permit up front and suspend the second permit payment until 
we had decided whether or not we wished to attempt the second peak. We advised 
SATC by satellite phone that this was the case. 

9 www.summitfootprints.com 



AA. Area Information and Previous Activity 
At the time of climbing almost all our knowlcdge was s bascd on information supplicd t SATC. Al a later date we gathercd information rom a Chinesc Outside Maga Gongga Shan Special, as well as various articlcs and books mentioncd in Appendix 
Most climbing in the arca has becn focussed on CGongoa Shan, at onc timc belicved to he the highest pcak in the world. This was first climbed in 1932, a very impressive ffort, and at the timc the sccond highcst climbed ncak in the world. Thcrc appeas to have becn 19 cxpcditions to Gongga Shan. Scven bave bccn succcssful via only routcs, the NW and NE ridges, putting 20 people on the summit whilc 19 havc ed trying. Sobering statistics indeed. 

Elscwhere in the range; 
1981 

1982 
1882 
1999 
2001 
2003 

British ascent of Riuchi Konka (5928m) 

Mount Everest Foundation 
Unclimbcd China Expcdition 

Swedish ascents of Pt 6886m (Zhong Shan), Tai Shan 641Om, and 6652. 

American ascent of Nochma (5588) from SE and Gomba from S. American ascent of Jiazifen (6540m) Japanese ascent of Reddomain (6112m) via NW ridge. Korean ascent of Edger (Aidija 6618m) British ascent of Grosvenor (Zenozinak 6376m) via N face/W ridge. 

We were unable to obtain official copies of Chinese People's Liberation Army maps, however SATC provided us with two photocopies of these maps (area of interest only). These were of a scale of 1:100000 and seemed to be of reasonable accuracy. 
We have since been able to access Russian military maps at a scale of 1:200000, from 
East View Cartographics at www.cartographic.com. Sheet H4724 covers the area of 
the Daxue Shan we were in. 

4.5. Climbing Seasons 

We were obviously locked into the time of year as we were already in China prepared 
for the castern Tibeten climbing season. Luckily this coincided well with the best 
season in the Daxue Shan. There appears to be two possible seasons, April/May and 
Sepiember-November. We arrived at basecamp in carly October walking in almost 
constant cloud and drizzle. Shortly after arrival on sh October the weather cleared. 
Mid to late October and early November are by all accounts the best periods although 

the temperatures in November were geting significantly colder. Reports are that the 
April/May season is significantly less settled although there have been successful 
ascents of Gongga Shan over that period.. 

4.6. Provisions and Fuel 

We obtained climbing food in New Zealand in the form of Backcountry Foods 
Dehydrated meals, Mother Earth and Powerbar snack bars, Verkerks salamis and 
Easy Yo dehy yoghurt for basecamp. All other food was purchased in Chengdu or 

10 www.summitfootprints.com 
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food 
was 

varied. 

fresh 

and 

plentiful. 
A

 

huge, 

and 
it transpired 

that 

SA
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on 
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is 
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bugbear 
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expeditions 
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no 
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Butane/propane 
gas 

canisters 
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Chengau 
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after 
a single 
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and 
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duration 
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expedition. 
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m
uch 
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SA
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as 
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All 
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W
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W
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D
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4.8. 
Finance The 

cxpcdition 

cost 

approxim
atcly 

NZ$18O00. 

We reccivcd 

various 

grants 

including 
the 

M
ount 

Everest 

Foundation 

grant 
of /O , W

L 

Gorc 
Lid 

Shipton 

Tilm
an 

Award 
of 

US$S000 
00 
and 
a NZ 

Alpine 

Club 

Granl 

f NZ$3000.00. 

W
e 

arc 

cxtrcm
cly 

gratcful 
for 

this 

support. 

A.9 

Air 

Travel, 

Expedition 

Luggage 
and 

Freight We 

flew
 

with 

Thai 

Airways 
to

 

Chengdu 
via 

Bangkok 

and 

rcturncd 
thc 

sam
e 

way. 

w
e managed 
to 

arrange 

CXCCSs 

baggage 
of 10kgs 

cach, 

howcver 
this 

only 

applicd 
one way. 

On 
the 

outgong 

trip 
wc 

had 
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o 

accom
panying 

passcngcrs 

and 
so 
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o sDread 
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We 
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som
e 

cquipm
ent 
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advice 
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to 
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an 
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to 
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it to 
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a Chinese 
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to 
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to 
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airport 
to 

uplift 
the 
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the 

way 
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e 

we 
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to 

freight 
a significant 

am
ount 

of 

cquipm
ent 

by 
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and 

still got 
hit 
by 

large 

excess 

luggage 

fees. 

Freight 

was 

through 

China 
Post 

and 

arrived 

home 

without 

problem
s 

in 

around 

eight 

weeks. 4.10. 
M

edical 
A

rrangem
ents 

Jo 

organised 
and 

transported 
all 

medical 

equipment. 

No 

significant 

medical 

problem
s 

transpired 

during 
the 

expedition. 
Jo 
was 

able 
to advise 

and 

treat 

local 

people 
on 

occasion. 

w
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5. 

5.1. 
Introduction 

This 

scction 

describes 
our 

activitics 

oncc 
the 

cxpcdition 

was 

underw
ay. 

5.2. 

Access, 
In 

and 

Out 

The 

cxpcdition 

accesscd 
the 

Daxuc 

Shan 

arca 
by 

vchicle 

from
 

Chengdu. 

The 

drive 

from
 

Chengdu 
to 
the 

main 
city 
of the 

region, 

Kanding, 

took 
a full 

day. 

The 

road 

was generally 
in 

very 

go0d 

order 

although 

m
any 

dclays 

were 

cncountercd 
due 
to 

road 

works. 

These 

will 

presum
ably 

im
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the 

road 

further 

stiI1,. 
A

 

further 

hour 
or tw

o driving 

took 
us to 
the 

sm
all 

village 
of Laoyuling. 

From 

herc 

four 
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walk 
up 
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La 
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) 

and 
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M
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Gu 
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us 
to 
a basecam

p 
at 
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p 
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in 
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N

 
29 
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M
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Gu 
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the 
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w
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oI 

40.649 
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E
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The 

entire 

approach 

walk 
was 

through 

open 

valley 

floors 
on 

good 

tracks. 

Vegetation The 

walk 
out 

was 

south 

down 
the 

M
oxi 

Gu 

vallev 
to 
the 

old 

Gongga 

M
onastery 

From
 

here 
the 

path 

headed 
up 

and 

over 
the 
Xi 
Mei 
La 
and 

down 

into 
the 

Yulong 
Gu 

where 
we 
spent 

several 

days 

before 

m
oving 

dow
n 

to 
the 

sm
all 

village 
of 
Xi Mei. 

and 
the 

roadend. 

The 

walk 
was 

conducted 

over 

five 

days 

although 

without 
the 

stay 
at the 

M
onastery 

this 

could 
be 

done 
in 

tw
o, 

Initial 

travel 

was 

through 

terrain 

very 

south 

initially 

before 

sw
inging 

west 

and 

joining 

more 

substantial 

roads 
to 

head 

north 

The 

drive 

back 
to 

K
anding 

took 
a long 

afternoon 
on potholed 

roads. 

These 

headed and 

then 

east 
to 

K
anding. 

5.3. 

Initial 

Recce 
of 

Longem
ain 

On 
the 
7h 

October 
the 

weather 

dawned 

clear 
for 
the 

first 

tim
e 

since 

leaving 

Chengdu. 

We 

im
m

ediately 
set 
off 
up 
the 

ridge 

directly 

above 

basecam
p 

on 
the 

western 

side 
of 

the 

M
oxi 

Gu. 
As 
it turned 
out 

this 

ridge 

was 
the 

low
er 

west 

ridge 
of D

addom
ain. 

At 

an 

altitude 
of 

487O
m

 

we 

were 

finally 

able 
to 

see 

what 

one 
of 

our 

objectives 

looked western 
aspects 
of 

Longem
ain 

were 

revealed 
in all 

their 
icecliff 

festooned 
finery. 
We 

This 

recce 

convinced 
us 
that 
the 

most 

logical 

route 

would 
be 
to 

ascend 
the 

glacial 

icefall 

before 

tackling 
a steep 

wall 
that 
led 
to

 
the 
col 

between 

Longem
ain 

and Daddom
ain. 

This 

w
ould 

allow
 

us 
to 

attem
pt 

w
w

w
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Expedition 
Activitics 

consisted 
of open 

grasslands 

and 

sm
all 

shrub-like 

trees. 

sim
ilar 

to
 

that 

encountered 
on 
the 

w
alk 

in, 

how
ever 

the 

path 

soon 

descended 

into 
a substantially 

forested 

and 

very 

beautiful 

environm
ent. 

The 

Gongga 

M
onastery 

is 
a magical 

place 

and 

should 
be 
on 

every 

visitors 
list. 
It provided 
a stunning 
end 
to 
the expedition 

and 

inspiring 

views 
of 

Gongga 

Shan. 

like. 

D
addom

ain 

rem
ained 

hidden 

behind 
a beautiful 

subsidiary 

sum
m

it 
but 
the 

Longemain's 

western 

aspects, 
and 

stashing 

equipm
ent 

at the 

valley 

glacier's 
term

inal 

moved 
higher 

up the 
ridge 

before 

dropping 
down 
into 

the 
valley 

that 
drains lake. 

This 
glacier 

was 
dubbed 
the 

Longem
ain 

Glacier 

and 
will 
be 

referred 
to 
as such in 

the 
rest 
of this 

report. 

both 

peaks 

from
 

one 

high 

cam
p. 
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5.4. 
On 
the 
9" 

Oct 
we 
sct 
ott 
on 
an 

initial 

forav 

tow
ards 

Longem
ain. 

We 
sct 
up 
an 

Advanccd 

B
asccam

p 

(A
B

C
) 

on 
the 

Longem
ain 

glacier 
at 4700m

, 

This 
was 

acccssed 

via 
a razor-backcd 

lateral 

m
oraine 

on 
the 

truc 
lcft 
of the 

olacier 

and 
lay 

im
m

ediately 

bclow
 

the 

glacicrs 

1cclall, 

threc 

hours 

above 

baseeam
p, 

The 

im
proved 

vicws 

from
 

this intended 

route 
to 
thc 
col 

was 

very 

thrcatcned 
by 

laroe 

icecliffs 
on 
the 

southern 

aspects 

camp 

show
ed 

that 
the 

icetall 

was 

likely 
to

 
be 

problem
atic 

and 
the 

approach 
to 
the f D

addom
ain 

and 
the 

w
estern 

aspccts 
of Longem

ain. 

Aftcr 

som
e 

dcliberation 
we 

decided 
to 

abandon 
the 

plan 
lo

 

rcach 
thc 
col 
and 

instcad 

focus 
on 

Longem
ain 

S wesi 

ridgc. Due 
to

 
the 

lack 
of suitable 

peaks 
to 

acclim
atisc 

on 
in

 
thc 

im
m

ediatc 

arca, 
it was 

decided 
to

 

acclim
atise 

on 

the 

routc. 

This 

prccludcd 
a purc 

alpinc 

style 

ascent, 

but 
wC hoped 
to 

rem
ain 

as 

close 
to 

this 

ideal 
as 

possible. 

The 

west 

ridge 

was 
to 
be 

accessed 
via 
a long 

unconsolidated 

couloir 
in 

front 
of a triangular 

subsidiary 

sum
m

it. 
On 
the 
10h 

Oct 
we carried 
a load 
to 

within 

100m
 

of where 

this 

coulior 

reaches 
the 

west 

ridge 

and 

returned 
to ABC. 

Conditions 

were 
less coulior 

was 

obviously 

very 

avalanche 

prone 

and 
we 

dubbed 
it Purgatory 

Gully'. 
On 

than 

idcal 

with 

deep, 

loose 

snow
 

often 

consisting 
of several 
feet 
of graupel. 

The 

establishing 

Cam
p1 

(C
1) 

at 5270m
. 

In the 

process 
we 

were 

both 
hit 
by 

lightening 
on 

the 

11" 
O

ct 
we 

returned 
to 
our 

equipm
ent 

stash 
and 

m
oved 

up 

onto 
the 

west 

ridge, 

returning 
and 

beginning 
to 

establish 
a lightening 

proof 

snow
cave 

at the 
C1 

site. 

Sean 

the 

ridge 

crest. 

The 

follow
ing 

day 

(12" 
Oct) 
we 

clim
bed 

100m 

above 
C1 before suffering 

from
 

a m
igraine, 

brought 
an 

end 
to 
this 

activity 

and 
we 

descended 
to ABC 

and 
then 
Basecam

p. 

On 
the 
17 

Oct 
we m

oved 

back 
to 

ABC 
and 
the 

following 

day 

slogged 
our 

way 

back 

up 

Purgatory 

G
ully 

to 
C1 

were 
we 

finished 
the 

snow
cave. 

W
eather 

kept 
us in 
C1 
the following 

day 

although 
we 

used 
an 

afternoon 

clearance 
to 

plug 

steps 

above 

cam
p 

and fixed 

about 
10 

m
eters 

of 

rope 

through 
a sm

all 

rock 

step. 

On 
the 

19h 
we 

clim
bed 

the ridge 

above 
C1 
to 
a point 

above 
the 

subsidiary 

peak 
at around 

5750m
 

where 
we established 

another 

snow
cave 

for 

Camp 
2 (C2). 

This 
was 
a lovely 

days 

clim
bing 

up 
a sinuous, 

reasonably 

steep 

ridge. 

The 

next 
day 

(20t 
Oct) 
we clim

bed 

above 
C2 

through 

deep 

snow
 

for 
a few

 

hundred 

meters 

Conditions 
on 
this 

clim
b 

were 

variable 

although 
it w

ould 
be 

fair 
to 
say 

that 

deep 

snow
 

predom
inated. 

Only 

tw
o 

sm
all 

rock 

steps 

were 

encountered, 

betw
een 

C1 

and 

C2. 
On the 

steepcr 

parts 
of the 

route 

conditions 

were 

firm
 

and 

allow
ed 

good 

front 

pointing. 

These 

long, 

expedition 

type 

routes 
are 

always 

hard 
to 

grade 
but 
the 

Alaskan 

system
 

seem
s 

to 

lend 

itself 

best. 

The 

west 

ridge 
of Longem

ain 

would 
fit at about 

Alaskan 

Grade 
4. 

w
w

w
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Longem
ain 

(Fig 
1) 

before 

traversing 
out 

above 
the 

west 

face, 

under 

P 
6074 

(m
ap 

2), 

paralleling 
the 

ridge. 
At 1620 
we 

reached 
the 

sum
m

it 

after 

threading 

through 

heavily 

sustrugied 

bands 
of 

icecliffs 
just 

below 
the 

peak. 

The 

sum
m

it 

was broad 
and 

easily 

walked 

around 

upon. 
We 

descended 
to 
C2 through 
a beautiful, 

still evening 

with 
the 
sun 

sinking 

into 
the 

Tibetan 

Plateau. 
On 
the 
21 

Oct 
we 

descended 

to 

Basecam
p 

stripping 
all 

equipm
ent 

from
 

the 

m
ountain 

except 
ABC. 
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5.5. 

Recce 
of 

Daddomain 

of 

Oct 
wc 

w
alkcd 

north 
up 
the 

M
oxi 

G
u 

to 

that 
valley 

On 
the 

23rd, invcstigate 

the north-w
eslcrn 

aspcets 
of D

addom
ain 

We 
felt 

that 
a better 

chance 
of 

success 
for 
our 

cxploratorv 

typc 

cxpcdition 
lay 

back 
1n 

the 

Longem
ain 

valley 

whcre 
we 

alrcady 

had 
an 

A
BC, 

We 

decidcd 
to 

attem
pt 

the 

west 

dne 
of D

addom
ain, 

accessing 
it from

 
thc 

original 

ABC. 5.6. 

D
addom

ain 

(Fig 
2) 

gave 
us 
an 

opportunity 
to

 

decide 
on 

which 

We 

walked 

back 
to 

A
BC 

on 
the 
24" 

Oct 

and 

spent 
the 

follow
ing 

day 

tent 

bound 
in 

On 
the 

27h 
we 

clim
bed 

our 

selected 

coulior 

which 

proved 
to

 

consist 
of loose, 

steepish 

rock 

covered 
by 

unconsolidated 

snow
. 

This 

coulior 

Jay 
to 
the 

left 
of the 

obvious, 

large 

and 

snowy, 

funnel 

shaped 

coulior 

that 
can 
be seen 

from
 

the 

valley 

floor. 
We reached 

the 

ridge 

crest 

late 
in 

the 

day 
and 

found 
an 

open 

crevasse 
at 5470m

, 
in 

which 
to 

pitch 

our 
tent 

and 

call 

Cam
p 

1. The 

follow
ing 

day 
we 

clim
bed 

a short 

distance 
up 
the 

ridge 

to 

5870m
 

and, 

both 

feeling 

very 

lethargic, 

established 

another 

tent 

camp, 

Camp 
2 (C2). On 

the 
29 

we 

clim
bed 

steep 

ground 

above 
this 

cam
p 

and 

sidled 

around 
the 

southern 

aspect 
of the 

western 

subsidiary 

peak 

before 

traversing 
a series 
of basins 

w
hich 

led 
to a broad 

gully 

betw
een 

the 

m
ain 

peak 

and 
the 

w
estern 

peak. 

We 
cut 

across 

this 

and 
up onto 

the 

southern 

ridge 
of the 

main 

peak 

were 
we 

dum
ped 

packs 

and 

follow
ed 

it up 
to the 

sum
m

it 

pyram
id. 

At 
this 

point 
we 

traversed 

slightly 
to 

On 
the 
30h 
Oct 
we 

descended 
the 

ridge 
to 
the 
top 
of a large 

obvious 

coulior 

system
 

that 

prom
ised 

quick 

access 
to 
the 

valley. 

This 

proved 
to 
be 

trickier 

than 

anticipated 

with 

very 

loose 

rock 

m
aking 

abseil 

anchors 

hard 
to 

find. 
On 

arrival 
to 

A
BC 

we cleared 
lower 

sections 

while 

accessing 
the 

west 

ridge 
and 

was 

very 

loose. 

Snow
 

conditions 
on 

Conditions 
on 

this 

clim
b 

varied 

considerably. 
All 
the 

rock 

w
w
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drains 
the and 

to 
hopcfully 

thesc 

scc 

ol aspects 

bcautiful 

and 

provided 

very 

good 

vicws 

The 

north 
and 

exceptionally 
of Daddom

ain. 

This 

valley, 
onc 

hours 

walk 

north 
of provcd 
to 

Daddomain 

itsclf. 
basccam

p, 

faces 
of this 

pcak 
arc 
very 

im
prcssive. 

They 

unbroken 

stccpncss 

north 

west in 
sw

ecp 

1400m
 

up 
to 

the 

truc 

sum
m

it 

and 

w
cstcrn 

subsidiary 
sum

m
it 

for 

approxim
atcly 

a These 

faces 

would 
be 

m
ajor 

respcctively. 

undertakings 

sun. 

little 

scc 
would 

and 

rocky 

coulior 

m
ight 

offer 
the 

best 

access 
to

 
the 

west 

ridge, 

and 
to 

carry 
a load 
of 

Door 

w
eather. 

A
 

late 

clearance 
on 
the 

26th, 

equipm
ent 

part 

of the 

way 
up 
it. 

the 
east 

before 

heading 
up 
a steepish 

ram
p 

that 
led 

directly 
to

 
the 

sum
m

it. 

W
e 

arrived 
at 1600. 

Shortly 

afterw
ards 

we 
began 

the 
descent 

to 
C2. 

this 

and 

moved 

dow
n 

to 

Basecam
p. 

encountered 
was 
in 
the 

were 

loose 
and 

deep. 

Again 

steeper 

aspects 

provided 

good 

front 

pointing. 
We 

would 

the 

ridge 

tended 
to 
be 

firm
er 

than 
on 

Longem
ain 

although 

sections 
in 

upper 

basins grade 
this 

route 
at Alaskan 

Grade 
4, although 

colder 

conditions 

made 

this 

route Considerably 

m
ore 

taxing 

than 
our 

ascent 
of Longem

ain. 
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Fig 
1. The 

w
estern 

aspect 
of 

Longem
ain 

(6294m
). 

The 

route 

clim
bed 

is show
n 

along 

w
ith 

the 

cam
ps. 

ABC 
is obscured 
but 
its 

elevation 

indicated. 

D
otted 

lines 

indicate 

Fig 
2. The 

southern 

aspect 
of D

addom
ain 

from
 

the 

west 

ridge 
of Longem

ain. 

Approx 

route 

onto 
the 

west 

ridge 
is indicated 
by 
the 

dotted 

line. 

w
w
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that 
the 

route 
is out 
of sight. 
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6. Weather in
 

general 
we 

cncountered 

good 

weather 
an 

lecals 

com
m

entcd 
on 

what 
a dry 

autum
n 

the 

arca 
was 

having. 

The 

expcdition 
can 
he 

divided 

into 

m
ctcorological 

thirds. 

arly 

in 
thc 
trip 

afternoon 

thunderstotm
s 

occurrcd 

m
ost 

days, 

usually 

accom
panico 

y na and 

snow
. 

The 

cxtcnt 
of 

thC
sc 

was 

evident 
in 

the 

several 

fcet 
of graupcl 
in 
the snOwpack 

in 

Purgatory 

Gully. 

Thc 

middlc 

third 
of thc 

cxpedition 

rem
aincd 

largely 

tinc 

and 

scttled 

w
hile 

the 
last 

third 

w
as 

som
ew

hat 

unsettled. 

with 

com
m

on 

snow
lal. 

A
 

dom
inant 

fcature 
of the 

w
eather 

in 
the 

M
oxi 

Gu 

was 

thick 

banks 
of fog 
that 

rolied brought 

very 

poor 

visibility, 

snow 
and 

dam
p, 

cold 

conditions. 
It was 

usually 

gone 
by 

in 

regularly 
in 
the 

afternoon. 

Thesc 

oftcn 

rcached 
an 

altitude 
of up 
to 

5000m
 

and 

afternoon. 
It is 

interesting 
to

 

note 
that 

none 
of the 

surrounding 

valleys 

seem
ed 

to suffer 

from
 

this 

phcnom
enon. 

Daily 

wcather 

observations 

will 
be 

poOsted 
on 

w
vw

w
.sum

m
itfootprints.com

 

once 

avaliable. 
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The 

cnd 
of October 

was 

noticcably 

colder 

and 

autum
nal 

changc 

was 

evident 
in

 
ne vegctation. 

Snow
falls 

of up 
to 15cm

 

were 

cxpericnced 
in 

basccam
p. 



M
ount 

Evercst 
Foundatíon 

Unclimbcd 
China 
Expcdition 

7. Conclusions 
and 

Future 

Prospects 

Perm
ission 

to 

clim
b 

in 
the 

D
axuc 

Shan 

Range 

apncars 
to 
bc 

readily 

grantcd, 

although 

rum
ours 

are 

that 

authority 

m
ay 

soon 
be 

passcd 
to

 

A
dninistrators 

within 
the 

Ganzi 

Tibctan 

Autonom
ous 

Prefccturc. 

This 

may 

alter 
the 

situation. 

The 

w
estern 

aspects 
of the 

ccntral 

Daxuc 

Shan 

Range 

rem
ain 

largely 

unspoili' 

and 
arc 

populatcd 
by 

Tibctan 
vak 

herders. 

The 

castern 

aspccts 
of Gongga 

Shan 
at lcast, 
are 

bccom
ing 

incrcasingly 

devclopcd 
and 

touristy. 

Road 

access 

from
 

Chengdu 
to

 
the 

regjon 
is verv 

good 

and 

takes 
1-2 

days. 

Expedilion 

cquipm
ent 

is 

carricd 

into 
the 

arca 
by 

horsc 
and 

will 

usually 

require 

at least 
onc 

drover 
per 
2-3 

horses. 

A
 

liaison 

officer 

('guide') 
and 
a cook 
are 

rcquired. 

The 

Sichuan 

Adventure 

Travel 

Com
pany 

(SA
TC) 

in 

Chengdu 

offers 
an excellent, 

cfficient 

service 

and 

can 

provide 
an 

invaluable 

source 
of inform

ation 
on 
the 

arca. M
ost 

food 

types 
are 

available 
in 

Chengdu 

although 
it is advisable 
to 

bring 

specialist 

clim
bing 

food 

from
 

hom
e. 

The 

M
etro 

Superm
arket 

has 
a 

97 

octane 

petrol 
is the 

recom
m

ended 

fuel 
but 

seem
s 

to 

quickly 

clog 

stoves 

The 
Maps 

should 
be 

sourced 

prior 
to 

leaving 

your 

hom
e 

country. 

M
any 

clim
bing 

opportunities 

still 

exist 
in the 

Daxue 

Shan. 

The 

tw
o 

peaks 

im
m

ediately 

north 
of 

Daddom
ain, 

Pk 

5962 
and 

Dogonom
ba 

(5960m
) 

rem
ain 

unattem
pted 

and 

look 

w
orthy 

of attention. 

The 

north 

and 

north-w
est 

faces 
of Daddom

ain 

would 

provide 

fantastic 

challenges 
to

 

aficionados 
of big 

steep faces. 

M
any 

other 

peaks 
in 

the 

range 

appear 
to 
be 

unclim
bed 

and 
to 
the 

south 

of 

the 

area 
is 
a sea 
of 

www.sum
m
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A
ccess 

to
 

the 

M
oxi 

Gu 

arca 
is possiblc 

cither 

rom
 

the 

north 
via 

Biuxi 
La 
or the 

west 
vìa 
Xi 

Mei 
La. 

Both 

routes 

provide 

good 

tracks. 

large 
range 

of groceries 
and 
can 

provide 

alm
ost 

anything 

you 
can 

drcam
 

of. 

cspecially 

while 

sim
m

ering. 

Butane/propane 
gas 

canisters 
are 

available 
in 

very lim
ited 

quantities 
in 
the 

num
erous 

outdoor 

stores 
in 

Chengdu. 

For 

greater 

quantities 
it may 
be 

best 
to 

liase 

with 

SA
TC

 
or 

freight 

from
 

hom
e. 

peizo-electric 

lighters 

available 
in Chengdu 
do not 

work 
at altitude. 

The flint 

style 

lighters 
do. 

m
ountains 

about 

w
hich 

we know
 

little. 
It appears 

though, 

that 

this 

area 
is largely 

unexplored. 
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provided 

superb 

cquipm
ent, 

finance 

and/or 

food. 

Thesc 

com
panics 

stuck 

with 
us 

dcspite 
the 

perm
it 

difficultics 

encountercd 

carly 
in 
the 

cxncdition. 
We 

ow
e 

them
 

a hugc 

vote 
of 

thanks. Bivouac 
Ltd Placem

akers 
Ltd M

acpac 

W
ilderness 

Equipment 
Ltd Suunto 

W
ristop 

Com
puters 

Ltd 
via 

Adventure 

Extrem
e 

Thorlos 
via 

Beattie 

M
atheson 

Ltd Sm
ith 

Sport 

Optics 
via 

Sportive 
NZ 
Ltd RO

CO
M

 
W

ireless 
Ltd Powerbar 

M
other 

Earth 
Ltd Easy 

Yo 
Ltd 

Plus, 

Lees 

Solar, 

Portables 

Plus, 

BackCountry 

Foods 
Ltd 
and 

Verkerks 
Ltd 

The 

following 

people 

supplied 
us with 

invaluable 
help 
and 

inform
ation, 

to 

them
 

many thanks: Mr 
Tom

atsu 
Nakam

ura 

John 
Nankervis 

Colin 
M

onteith 
Lizzi 
Edmonds 

The 

Sichuan 

Adventure 

Travel 

Com
pany. 

Xajo 
Mei 
and 

Hezeyuan 

(Caar), 
our 

wonderful 

staff. Jo 

Haines 
of Spiderwcb 

Design 

Chas 
Tanner 

Friends 

and 

loved 

ones 
for 

their 

support 

when 
we 

were 

pulling 
our 

hair 
out. 

9. Copyright 

The 

com
piler 

of this it may 
be 

used 
or copied 
for 
he 

purpose 
of private 

rescarch. w
w

w
.sum

m
itlootprints.com
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inancial 
grants: 
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all 

members 
of the 

expedition 

agree 
that 
all 
or part 
of 



Mount 
Evcrest 
Foundation 

Unclimbed 
China 
Expcdition Appendix 

A. Articles 

and 

Books 

that 

m
ay 

be of use Note: 

Many 
of thesc 

articlcs 

and 

books 

have 

only 

hcen 

discovcrcd 
by 
thc 

cxpcditiOn 

since 
our 

return 

hom
e. 

Som
c 

of them
 

have 
not 

bcen 

sightcd. 

M
any 

arc 

w
riten 

concerning 
Gongga 
Shan. 1. Burdscll 

&
 

M
oorc-

Men 

against 
the 

Clouds 

1932 

2. Burdscll 
and 

Moorc-

Climbing 

M
ighty 

Minya 

Konka, 

National 

Geographic 

M
agazinc, 

May 
1943 

T
 

Nakamura-

East 
of the 

Himalaya-
To 
the 

Alps 
of Tibet 

3. 
4. J.F 

Rock-

The 

Glories 
of Minya 

Konka. 

National 

Geographic 

M
agazine 

Vol 58 
No4 
1930 

5. A
m

erican 

Alpine 

Journal 

1983, 

1994 

Alpine 
Journal 
1982. 

6. 7. Japanese 

Alpine 

Club-

Reddom
ain 

Expedition 

Report. 

8. M
urphy 

&
 

M
urphy-

Adventure 

Beyond 
the 

Clouds, 

1982. 

w
w

w
.sum

m
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Mount 
Evcrcst 

Foundation 
Unclimbed 
China 
Expcdition Appendix 

B. Chinese 

Tibetan 

PlaceNam
es 

The 

follow
ing 

nam
es, 

as uscd 
in 
this 

reort 
are 

spelt 

according 
to 
our 

undcrstan 

of the 

local 

pronunciation 

(w
hich 

is shady 
at hest), 
It should 
be 

notcd 
that 
he 

h
.
 

com
m

on 

non-phonctic' 

pronunciation 

used 
in 

wotds 

contained 
in 

this 

report 
is O

 letter 

'x
. 

This 
is 

pronounccd 
che 
(as 
in 

she), 

Hencc 

M
oxi 

is pronounced 

M
uch. 

Laoyuling 
Zocxi 
Gu, 

Xi Mci 
Biuxi 
La 

O
ther 

com
m

on 

Tibctan 

term
s 

uscd 
in 

this 

report: 

La 
=

 m
ountain 

pass Gu 
=

 
valley 

AppendixC. 
Contact 
Inform

ation 

Sean 
W

aters 

c/o 
6a 

Leitrim
 

Street Blenheim
 

New 
Zealand w

w
w

.sum
m

itfootprints.com
 

seanw
aters@

hotm
ail.com

 

Jo Kippax 

clo 
6a 

Leitrim
 

Street 

Blenheim 
New 
Zealand 

jorian 
leah(@

hotm
ail.com

 
w

w
w

.sum
m

itfootprints.com
 

Sichuan 

Adventure 

Travel 

Company 

No 
18 

Binjiang 

Zhong 

Road Chengdu 
Sichuan atravelamail.sc.cninfo.net 

www.adventurechina.f9.co.uk 

China 
610021 

w
w

w
.sum

m
itfootprints.con 
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