MOUNT EVEREST FOUNDATION

REPORT TEMPLATE FOR

MEF SUPPORTED CLIMBING OR CAVING EXPEDITION

Support for an expedition is offered on condition that you submit a detailed report to the MEF. This needs
to be returned to the Secretary of the MEF within six weeks of your return to your home country:

secretary@mef.org.uk

The report is in two parts. The first part provides all the information needed for create an entry and search
facility for the expedition report pages on our website. The second part provides more detailed information
and gives you the chance to tell the story of the expedition, the lessons learned and experienced gained.

Please expand/contract the spaces in this form as required.

Include or attach at least one good digital photo of your main route, and/or other photos/map which help
illustrate your expedition.

Part 1 - Cover Sheet

Expedition name Daring Divas Defying Limits at 7000m

MEF Reference 24-35 Chaukhamba IlI

Expedition start and end date September 11" — October 11t

Expedition Leader with contact details Fay Manners, fay.manners@gmail.com
Expedition members and nationalities Fay Manners British, Michelle Dvorak
Location - Country and province and Ideally GPS coordinates of BC and objective Uttarakhand, India.
Google Earth coordinates of main objective or approximate base camp:
30°43'25”N 79°16’26"E (objective)

Addition MEF Grant awarded (circle all that apply):

Fred Iseman Alison Chadwick Nick Estcourt Roger Chorley

Summary in ~200 words on objectives, achievements, notable events

We went to attempt the The SE ridge of Chaukhamba Il (6,995m), Gangotri Group, Uttarakhand, India.


mailto:secretary@mef.org.uk

Chaukhamba Il (6,974m) is the third-highest peak on Chaukhamba, the highest mountain of the Gangotri
group in the Garhwal Himalaya. The name translates to “four pillars,” due to it being composed of four
prominent peaks which together form a curving arc that trends from the northeast to the southwest.
Chaukhamba Ill and IV were then both attempted from the north via the Gangotri glacier in 2004, again by
a team of instructors of the Nehru Institute. The attempts were foiled due to the impenetrable nature of
hanging glaciers and seracs on the northern side (Himalayan Journal, 2005).

Chaukhamba Ill was then climbed, but not summited, via its south ridge by the Canadian-American team of
Joel Kauffman, Jason Kruk and Tad McCrea in 2016, who approached from Badrinath, walking past Nilkanth
and Shipton Peak (AAJ, 2017) (red line, below). The team established a base camp on Panpatia Bank, still
days away from the base of the route. The climb from BC and back was done over 12 days.

Today, both Chaukhamba Ill and IV remain the highest unclimbed peaks of the Gagotri region of the
Garhwal.

We wanted to make the first ascent of Chaukhamba Il via this unclimbed buttress and SE ridge, which,
from its toe to summit, is approximately 1200m of climbing.

The approach was very difficult and we would not recommend a team to go from this valley again. We
went from Satopanth Glacier and over the col where we established an advanced based camp. It was
extremely crevassed and we had to abseil into crevasses and climb out of them to be able to cross them
(we didn’t have any ladders!). It would have been better to come from the adjacent valley by the Panpatia
Glacier. We had decided not to go this way as the agency we booked with IND MASSIF had told us it would
be too tricky for the porters to come this way. However, in the end its only tricky if it snows and then we
have to leave early. If we went back we would go from this valley instead and just plan that if the weather
is bad we all just have to leave. It took us 3 separate attempts to only find the right approach across the
crevasse field before even setting up advanced base camp. We used these approach attempts as a way to
acclimitise rather than climbing any other mountains. There were also no reasonable mountain
acclimitisation possibilities in the Satopanth Glacier.

It indicates on the below picture where we got to on the rock face. The rock was very loose in parts and we
had an accident in which we lost our equipment which we were hauling up the rock face.



We had to retreat with limited gear and equipment. We had to cut some of our rope to be able to make
appropriate abseils down the mountain. We were without a stove and therefore couldn’t make water from
the snow or cook our dehydrated food. When we finally made it to the bottom of the rock face, a group of
French came to assist us across the steep section of traverse you can see at the bottom of the rock face.

Part 2

Additional material — create your own story in any way you choose that provides all the following
information.

e Elaborate on the summary, the journey and interesting discoveries or events, the team dynamics in achieving
or not the original plan, weather, and anything else that made the journey and the expedition memorable
both for yourselves, but what might help those in the future seeking other objectives in the area.

We had a pretty decent 7 day weather window while we were attempting the route. The weather forecast on meteo
blue and Windy was inaccurate but we paid a specialist to send us a weather report which was extremely accurate.
The weather only got bad in the afternoons and evenings on the last 3 days we were stuck on the mountain and we
were planning would be our descent days.

India was a welcoming place with kind people and beautiful mountains. | want to return to India again for another
expedition and | thought the Indian Mountaineering Fedteration was of particular support for us during our time of
departure and unease after the rescue.

e  Original objective(s) of expedition — mountaineering / caving. Include location of objective with indication of
special points of interest (e.g., ‘first ascent of NW Ridge’ or new cave systems opened) and heights of peaks /
depth/length of the cave system reached.



e Secondary or other objectives achieved.

e A map (sketch or other) of the area, and photographs showing the line of your route(s) or attempt(s).

e Asabove.

e If appropriate, photographs of glaciers for comparison with past and future pictures.

The glacier we went up on Satopanth Glacier was absolutely not recommended unless there is a lot more snow
helping to cover the big crevasses. It was very complex to navigate and almost impossible at times. Going down you
could build some abseils possibly in hard ice but going up it is hard to cross some of the crevasses as they were simply
just so big!

-
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e Observations on the accuracy, or otherwise, of Google Earth images.
Google earth made the col look super easy to access from Satopath Glacier but the reality of what the col looks
like now with the open crevasses is very different!

e  Suggestions for new routes in the area.



There is a cool ski descent | want to do off Chaukhamba Ill but | didn’t get eyes on it and | suspect the bottom
section is massive open crevasse field so it would only be possible with a huge amount of snow.

A lot of the south side of Chaukhamba | and Il looked very scary with a lot of rockfall and avalanches, | wouldn’t
go near any of that.

e Notes on access or other issues of interest to future visitors.

e Details of any injury or illness to expedition members and/or porters.

No illness we were ok
e Details of waste disposal.

e A calculation of the carbon footprint of the expedition. Provide a summary of any carbon offsetting you
undertook, and how you addressed any cultural impact during the expedition.

| have a whole report | am creating on the carbon footprint of my entire year and India wil be included in that
including the helicopter rescue. | have plans to offset and will share these later in the year before January

e How you addressed any cultural impact during the expedition.
e A summary of expedition accounts, travel, accommodation etc, itemising wages of porters or mule men.

e Any other relevant comments or notes on issues such as obtaining permits, the work of the liaison officer
and/or agent with any recommendation that might help future expeditions.

Our liason officer got sick at base camp and then left us. We were only with 2 girls left with the cook and his
assistant. And they didn’t speak English. It was quite difficult but to be honest we didn’t spend a lot of time at
basecasmp and were on the mountain for 8 days so it didn’t make a huge difference.

We had specifically request a female liaison officer but unfortunately she was not fit or good with the altitude
so that was disappointing.

e Any plans for further reports, lectures, film, books are articles on the expedition that might be relevant to
MEF social medial and promotion.
The reel | made on social media for India got over 2 million views. | will be writing a “thank you post” for all
the support we had for India in the next week including saying a thanks to the Everest Foundation for their
support.
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