
 

Expedition Name: Nutarmiut Island Expedition 
 
MEF Reference: 26-01 
 
Expedition start and end date: 06/07/2026 – 29/07/2026 
 
Expedition members and nationalities: 
 
Jacob Marriner -  British  
Adam Hodgson – British  
 
Location: 
 
Nutarmiut Island, 30km SE Upernavik, NW Greenland. Basecamp 72°39'52.0"N 
55°19'36.0"W.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summary 
Our expedition aims were to complete first ascents of the peaks and faces East 
and North East of basecamp (72*39'52"N 55*19'36"W) in an alpine/mountaineering 
style. Our secondary objectives being a multiday traverse over the summits 5km 
SW of basecamp (on the other side of the Umanaq fjord) and to gain familiarity 
with the local environment and logistical efforts in order to return to run a 
larger trip in the region. We were also to gather samples and conduct basic 
research for Manchester Metropolitan University Geology Department. 

We were successful in ascending all the described peaks however the faces East 
and North East of basecamp were either too wet or too loose to be ascended 
during our time on Natarmiut. We did manage several new ascents on various crags 
to the East of basecamp, of varying height, difficulty and quality.  

All summits were ascended SW of basecamp, however these were completed in 
several ‘day hits’ rather than multi day trips due to poor weather. We also 
managed to summit the largest two summits on the Island (940m & 890m), in the 
far North and West, over a two day period.  

We were able to complete all of our objectives to the extent that the weather 
allowed. Unfortunately, this had a detrimental affect on how much rock climbing 
we were able to do, however we’re happy with the amount we managed given the 
weather. We also managed a significant amount of mountaineering all over the 
island, specifically along various crags and peaks to the East and South East, 
along a large spur and on a peak we had named ‘the Pap of Nutarmiut’.  

Our main problem was that the large (approx. 500m tall) crags E and NE of 
basecamp, which were initially planned to be the focus of our expedition, were 
often too wet, and the limited forays into this area we undertook were hampered 
by loose rock. We believe that with several days of good weather, and 
potentially some fixed lines, some FA’s are possible on these crags.  

Other than this, our poor weather mountaineering days took in many summits and 
interesting technical ground, granting us significant familiarity with the area 
surrounding our basecamp, however had we had more sustained dry weather we’d 
have preferred to have gotten onto the crags more consistently.  

Some routes, such as the 500m crags E & NE of basecamp, ‘This Is’ HVS 5a -3*, 
and ‘The Spur’ at the head of the valley were all heavily impacted by loose 
rock, which required very careful management. Some crags gave amazing rock 
climbing, such as the routes we asceneded on ‘Ollys crag’ with some fantastic 
mountaineering on the North and South ridges of ‘The Pap’ and ‘The Pillar’.  

Ultimately, we felt that we managed to hit as many of our objectives as possible 
given the poor weather we experiences & other injuries. We calculate roughly 10 
new routes, up to about 240m in length, and approximately 20 summits, some FA 
and some not. It was a brilliant experience for the both of us, and we mutually 
agreed that there aren’t any other people with which we could have completed a 
month long expedition in such close proximity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Journal  
 
03/07/26 Friday - 1st night in Upernavik.  
Arrived in Upernavik to be welcomed by Olly and Nikolaij. Settled in at the 
hostel and met the Embark team whom kindly cooked for us and provided beer!  
 
 
04/07/26 Saturday 2nd day in Upernavik.  
We waved off the embark team before their 10 day kayaking exped. We then visited 
the supermarket to get enough food for our own 24 day exped to Nutarmuit. In 
addition to attaining our rifle.  
 
 
05/07/26 Sunday, 3rd day in Upernavik.  
After breakfast Jake removed the 5 staples from the back of my head. We then 
purchased a fishing rod and learnt how to fish. Which we became successful at 
and caught 4 cod before learning from locals how to properly gut and fillet the 
fish before eating it. In the afternoon we were invited to a Kaffemik which is a 
celebration of confirmation were friends and family congregate to celebrate the 
confirmed. We ate a lot of whale (Narwhal) in addition to being offered polar 
bear and walrus a long with other dried fish.  
 
 
06/07/26 Monday 1st day of exped  
We took all of our kit down to the shore beneath the hostel and were picked up 
at 10:15. We then had a 1hr30 boat journey to reach our island (Nutamurit). We 
then had to find a campsite which became much more of a chore than expected! 
(Finding somewhere flat) which was conveniently 500m away from approximately 
100kg of food and kit. We then struck camp, organised kit and stashed food away 
from camp. We attempted to finish the day off with fishing however we returned 
empty handed.  
(Weather; sunny, light winds, warm temps)  
 
 
07/07/26 Tuesday 2nd day of exped  
On the boat journey in we had spotted what we had aptly named as the ‘Pap of 
Nutamurit’ which Olly had climbed the South ridge of previously. We decided to 
repeat this route, however when we approached the crag we discovered some 
amenable lines up the West face and decided to put up our own route. (Which is 
not recommended). A very loose and chossy route later we were stood on the 
summit of the Pap and descended the North ridge back to the bwlch where it all 
started.  
Weather; scattered rain and sun, 5-10mph W, single figure temps.  

• 1 new route, 1 repeated summit (Pap)  
• ‘This is’ HVS 5a  

 
 
08/07/26 Wednesday 3rd day of Exped.  
We decided to reccy some of the crags on the Eastern side of the valley behind 
base camp. We took a pair of binoculars to try and ID some potential new 
lines/descents.  
We carried on until we got beneath the 837m spot height on the Eastern side of 
the island. We then spun round and traversed the ridge line for 3km before 
dropping down a scree slope we had ID’d on the walk in. This gave us an 
opportunity to get very close to a couple of a crags which upon closer 
inspection are very loose and chossy.  
We then headed back to camp.  
Weather; forecasted fog and rain, only experienced summit height cloud, 4* feels 
like 2*. 4mph winds W.  

• 2 new summits.  
 
 
  



 

09/06/26 Thursday 4th day of Exped.  
Shit. 1st day being stuck in the tent, with an unreliable forecast showing 5 
days of turbulent weather we were reluctant to head out with the high 
probability of getting piss wrappped and struggling to dry clothing and kit over 
the next 5 days. We therefore remained tent bound for the day, until a 40 minute 
break in the weather allowed us to escape the confines of the tent to wash in a 
glacial river and stretch the legs. Before being forced back to the safety of 
the tent.  
Weather; 100% chance of precipitation followed by 80% chance, with snow falling 
throughout the night 1*.  
 
 
10/07/26 Friday 5th day of Exped.  
Woke up o forecasted poor weather resulting in a morning spent tent bound until 
roughly 14:00. Once the weather lifted we managed to get some time to charge 
everything on the solar panel and admin kit and the tent. In addition to 
erecting a washing line in the sun (rarity). Once these camp chores were 
completed we went to reccy a low level peak to see if we could get eyes on more 
summits on the western side of the Island. Heavy summit level clag made this 
somewhat difficult. However we did spot a very big fully frozen lake at around 
100m ASL. In addition to some potential new crags, however these were still 
retaining snow. We ended up descending down a Southern spur which got G3 for 
about 140m which provided some interest to the journey.  
N 72*39.7323’ 
W 055*21.4538’ (lowest point of spur, end of scrambling terrain in descent)  
Once back at BC we decided to make Roti’s for the first time which went down 
even better than expected and made a morning in the tent worthwhile. After this 
we headed out to reccy a crag Olly had previously put up a MVS ‘Line of least 
resistance’ which we went to repeat however came across quite a lot of 
resistance and loose rock so made the conscious decision to bail before the snow 
came in. We then made a somewhat large meal, after Jake realised he had used 2 
nights worth of rice in one meal….  
Weather; snow + rain until 14:00, scattered rain from 22:00. Gusting 10-15mph 
SW, Feels like -2* 

• 1 new route; G3 
 
 
11/07/26 Saturday 6th day of Exped.  
We woke up to a morning forced in the tent as a wet forecast and persistent rain 
kept us inside. We hatched a plan to do a ‘Sea to Summit’ esk journey. We headed 
back to the Pap SE of basecamp at the tip of the island. N 72°38.4979 
W 055°16.9098 (Start point)  
We headed up a route previously put up by Olly, it intised us as it was a 2km 
Vdiff starting from the sea to the summit of the Pap. From here we followed the 
broad spur North following the most technical line possible in a mountaineering 
style. For 13km this included 2 new routes ‘Fanacapan’ VDiff/Severe and ‘DMM 
advert’ VDiff. With the rest of the terrain covered averaging G3 +/-   Once we 
reached the head of the Spur and the natural end of the route, we descended some 
snow slopes to reach the hanging Cwm at the head of the valley. Then starting 
the 8km walk back to BC.  

• Distance 25km  
• Duration 11hrs  
• New routes 2 (Fanacapan/DMM Advert) 
• New summits; 7  

Summit 1 The Pap (290m) 
N 72°38.7777’ W 055°17.0209' 
Summit 2 (295m) ‘DMM advert’ VDiff 
N 72°39.6417’ W 055°18.4343' 
Summit 3 (330m) ‘Fanacapan’ VDiff 
N 72°40.0353’ W 055°18.3521’ 
Summit 4 (402m) 
N 72°40.2302’ W 055*17.9723’ 
Summit 5 (445m) 



 

N 72°40.3739’ W 055°17.9487' 
Summit 6 (465m)  
N 72°40.4938’ W 055°17.7709’ 
Summit 7 540m 
N 72°40.8857' W 055°17.9599’  
Summit 8 575m 
N 72°41.1468' W 055°18.3150’ 
 
 
12/07/26 Sunday 7th day of Exped  
We got in about 02:30 this morning from our big day on the hill. Naturally we 
woke up a bit later and afforded ourselves a lie in which seemed appropriate 
given the forecast of 100% rain all day. Naively believing the weather forecast 
we took advantage of a weather window to admin camp; taking a food inventory, 
admin all the kit in the tent and clean the inner tent itself. In addition to 
washing in the glacial stream.  
We then hunkered down for what we expected to be a few days of extremely poor 
weather.  
Weather; overcast with light showers.  
 
 
13/07/26 Monday 8th day of Exped: 
Tent bound, the weather was as wank as expected/forecast. The highlight of the 
day was watching eachother suffer whilst eating noodles. We entertained 
ourselves with cards, chess, Yatzy and watching a film all whilst eating 
biscuits and drinking hot chocolate. Who said tent bound days were bad.  
Weather; WANK 27mm of rain fell throughout the day on a 30mph SW  
 
 
14/07/26 Tuesday 9th day of Exped:  
Weather was still very poor, with dense fog and an overcast sky, with a lot of 
moisture in the air maintaining wet/seeping rock. We were forced into another 
day at camp. However we had an hour or so of dry weather later in the day to 
build a table with an inbuilt wind shelter. We attempted to go fishing however 
with the river being in high spate this made the crossing a no go. We then 
headed down the other side of the fjord to only succeed in losing hooks/weights. 
With no fish caught. We then walked back to camp along the coast on the way 
picking up mussels which we later cooked and ate after tea.  
Weather; damp, overcast and foggy.  
 
 
15/07/26 Wednesday 10th day of Exped:  
With a poorer forecast for the early morning, but having learnt our lesson in 
blindly trusting the forecast we opted for a slower start before heading out 
onto the hill. We started the day with the idea of heading up to a local summit 
SW of basecamp. Before long we had summited said peak and decided on heading to 
the next summit and the next summit and the next summit before heading back to 
base camp. All in all a very good day out, which provided opportunity to get 
eyes on what is on the Western side of the island. In addition to scoping out 
routes up other larger summits.  
(The ground getting upto and down from the plateau was particularly poor 
underfoot)  
Weather; low winds, sun turning to overcast in the afternoon with the occasional 
light shower in the evening.  

• Distance:  
• Duration: 7hrs  
• New summits: 4  

Summit 1 (470m)  
N 72°38.7007' W 055°22.400' 
Summit 2 (532m) 
N 72°38.3950' W 055°23.0604' 
Summit 3 (570m) 
N 72°38.1948' W 055°24.4622' 



 

Summit 4 (576m) 
N 72°37.5712' W 055°24.2617' 
 
 
16/06/26 Thursday 11th day of Exped.  
First bluebird day we have experienced since we landed on the island 11 days 
ago. Having said this it was actually only bluebird from midday onwards as it 
was relatively overcast in the morning. We decided to make the most of dry rock 
and went cragging. We started off on what we have named as ‘Crag de Resistance’. 
We put up a route called ‘Line of loose resistance’ E1 5a 1*  3 pitches 175m. We 
then headed to what we have referred to as Ollys crag, as he has previously put 
2 routes up there; ‘Super slab and Black is the new orange’. We headed up new 
ground again a route called ‘Hail Mary’. E1/2 5b 205m 3* 4 pitches.  
 
 

• Hail Mary E1/2 5b 3* 
Pitch 1 (40m4b); follow the black groove for 30m until it’s possible to step 
right onto the slab (bold) follow this to a large ledge and belay.  
Pitch 2 (60m 4b); follow the obvious diagonal groove up and right, then continue 
up the cracks to its top to belay on a triangular vegetated ledge.  
Pitch 3 (60m 4b; follow the groove behind the belay for 10m before you can step 
out right onto a slab, follow this to a flattening and follow an obvious crack 
through an overlap to a choice of difficult to arrange belays.  
Pitch 4 (55m 5b); from the belay head up and left being careful of the wide 
seepage streaks to gain a small rib, follow this up to a 6-7m vertical wall. 
Climb the obvious vertical crack on minute edges/smears before gaining the 
overlap and the next crack. Head up the rib for 15m to a bomber belay.  
 
 

• Line of loose resistance E1 5b 1* 
Pitch 1 (40m 5b); start up the square cut groove, follow the weakness right 
before traversing left on good feet but questionable rock for 5m. Follow the 
groove up and right to the base of a slab. Climb the diagonal crack right wards 
(Crux) until a flake belay.  
Pitch 2 VDiff (40m); follow the groove behind the belay to easier ground, belay 
at the bottom of the next steep wall.  
Pitch 3 (60m); follow the ramp line up and right to the top of the crag.   
 
 
17/06/26 Friday 12th day on Exped.  
Our second day of bluebird cragging, unfortunately the pair of us both slept 
extremely poorly, this delayed our start somewhat as we ended up having 2 
coffees.  
However this was no bad thing in the grand scheme as by the time we got to the 
crag it had just been hit by the sun. We originally planned to climb ‘Orange is 
the new Black’ (Olly Sanders route) we headed up the same first pitch however we 
spotted a different line out left which took our interest. We then followed our 
noses to the top of the crag. From the ground there is a very striking crack 
heading up a corner. Jake lowered me into this to have a look, however after 
fighting my way up we decided it was best left for another time, potentially E4 
ground would benefit from having RP’s.  
We then headed back to the resistance crag. We followed a new line ‘The window’ 
VDiff (Solo), this afforded us the opportunity to take some good photos of Ollys 
crag and the 2 new routes we had put up over the past two days. We then 
descended the slabs on the Eastern side of the crag which would arguably get 
Diff if climbed in ascent.  
 

• Golden retriever E1 5a 3* (240m) 
Pitch 1 4b (60m); climb from vegetated bay up a wide groove before heading right 
up hold slabs to the gain the next prominent ledge.  
Pitch 2 5a (60m); From the belay take the pea pod shaped groove left of the 
obvious corner/crack. Head up this and mantle onto the flake before gaining the 
delicate rib and padding up to a belay ledge.  



 

Pitch 3 4a (60m); Exit the bay on its back left and follow the rib until you are 
able to gain the overlap onto the rib above with a choice of belays.  
Pitch 4 Diff (60m); follow up the overlaps until the top of the crag, choice of 
belays.  
 

• Window of Resistance VDiff (Solo) 1* 
Start from the bottom right hand side of the crag, head up and left until you 
have gained the bay with the prominent window. Head through this to the far side 
of the rib, follow your nose to the top.  
 
 
18/07/26 13th day on Exped.  
We woke at late morning as a result of another unfortunately poor forecast. Poor 
weather kept us in our tent for most of the day. At 18:15 we managed to leave 
camp and set off to climb the largest Southerly peak W of basecamp (tied 2nd 
largest on the island). This soon became a much bigger undertaking than we had 
first imagined. ‘Thinking that this will only take 6hrs’ when in fact it took us 
9hrs…  
Both axes and crampons were essential, however not as essential as a mosquito 
net, in ascending a couple of pretty steep G1 snow slopes. Unfortunately we both 
got piss wrapped feet/boots from crossing glacial melt and very wet snow. Some 
bugger had already been to the summit and built a beautiful cairn. 
(Unfortunately we weren’t the first there like we would have wanted to believe). 
The beauty of 24hr daylight means we can seize weather windows whenever they 
arise, no matter the time of day. We returned back to camp at 03:15 on 
19/07/26.   
Weather; initially heavy showers with 5-10mph winds. From evening onwards the 
rain ceased and we were left with overcast conditions. With little to no 
breeze.  
Summits 1 (unfortunately not new) gained some new subsidiary tops on the way but 
these were not the aim.  
 
N 72°38.1084' W 055°32.6667' 842m  
 
 
19/07/26 14th day on Exped.  
Same as the day before, we got into camp at 03:15 on this day, we then woke at 
midday to heavy persistent rain. Therefore we spent the day in the tent. We 
found a 15 minute dry spell where we ran down to the river to wash before 
retreating back to the tent.  
 
 
20/07/26 15th day on Exped.  
Storm bound again due to persistent heavy rain throughout the whole of the day 
including dense fog/clag. This made heading out unappealing as our kit was 
already saturated from the day before and rock would be seeping heavily. Jake 
also developed Paronychia in his left big toe this will impact what we can do 
when the weather improves as he is hobbling around like gollem and feet are 
needed to climb/mountaineer.  
 
 
21/07/26 16th day on Exped.  
It was a very welcome opportunity to have breakfast and a brew outside after 
being stuck in the tent for 2 days. Especially having your weight on your feet 
instead of laying down on your back or sat on your ass. Jake’s foot was 
providing quite a lot of pain, therefore we took the morning to air out and 
admin all of our wet kit in the sunshine. In addition to charging all our 
electrics on the solar charger. We spent the afternoon attempting to fish with 
the only success being losing two hooks to seaweed/rock. We returned 
disheartened at our poor attempt of fishing. We then lit a fire from the wood 
collected on the walk back from our fishing spot to cook on and to make Rotis. 
We then went for a wash in the river.  



 

Weirdly our original water source had completely dried out in a matter of hours 
even after such heavy persistent rain for two days. So we now have to go a wee 
bit further for water.  
 
 
22/07/26 17th day on Exped.  
Yet again we woke to a damp morning with rain still falling in abundance. This 
ceased all manner of adventurous ideas for the morning. The forecast highlighted 
a weather window in the late afternoon which we made the most out of by heading 
to a local single pitch crag which was S facing meaning it was catching the 
wind. We managed to put up 1 new route S 4a ‘Mira’ before the weather turned 
again…. We were rained off the crag and quickly retreated to the tent. This was 
fortunately timed as Jake was somewhat struggling to climb with his infected big 
toe and putting pressure through it was what caused him the most pain. [Jake’s 
note [he did climb the route clean]]. The weather is looking poor tomorrow, 
however from Friday we are looking forward to hopefully having 5 days of dry 
weather which will be a luxury.   
 
 
23/07/26 18th day on Exped.  
Hopefully the last poor weather day we will have to deal with as the forecast is 
showing the last 5 days as being dry with some sun! Majority of the day spent in 
the tent due to poor weather, escaping late afternoon to walk up the valley to 
get eyes on some descent routes. In addition to having a closer look at the 
larger ‘looser’ crags to see if we can find any amenable lines consisting of 
solid rock. (Tricky thus far).  
Very excited for some consecutive days of dry weather, allowing for some 
adventurous mountaineering and cragging before getting picked up on Wednesday.  
 
 
24/07/26 19th day on Exped.  
This morning we welcomed a bluebird day which had been long wished for. 
Unfortunately I only got about 4hrs of sleep last night. I have definitely 
noticed that doing bugger all for 3 days and laying flat on my back or sat on my 
ass has affected my sleeping pattern. Therefore we both had a good excuse for a 
second coffee this morning. We headed out to complete our objective of ‘Arête 
and Pillar’. This had been an objective of ours since the early days of the 
expedition. As with most of our routes it started off extremely loose and 
scrittly and we very quickly roped up to stay safe on relatively benign terrain 
which was equally consequential. This route ‘Arête’ VS 4c was definitely a 
strong test of route finding and decision making. Once we summited we headed for 
the pillar across the top of the broad ridge we traversed back in the early days 
of the exped. Unfortunately the ‘Pillar’ looked nothing like what either of us 
had remembered. We thought we were about to climb on a perfectly square cut 4 
sided pillar/tower about 60-100m. What we found was a null/disappointing Pap 
which somewhat deflated our spirits. However the climbing was good (VS 4c) and 
the scramble to gain the summit was phenomenal G3. Once we had returned to the 
base we realised we had left a sling where we had de kitted from ascending the 
arête. We then hoofed it back before descending a new line down a gully that 
Jake had spotted on the walk in.  
We arrived back in camp at 01:30.  

• New routes 2  
• New summits 1  
• Weather; blue bird with a cold northerly wind.  
• Heeby Geebys VS 4c  

Follow the broken crags until it is possible tot take a rising ramp line left 
that leads to a high 2m high wet groove. Climb this with difficulty (difficult 
to protect). Then turn the gully on the right, pick any line that pleases to 
head up to the summit. This can range from G1 to E^.  
 
 
 
 



 

25/06/26 20th day on Exped.  
Today we embarked on our long awaited two day bivvy. Which will incorporate both 
the highest Northern and Southern peaks on the island. Today we headed up the 
northern most summit which we found to be nearer 1000m on our inreach’s and 
watches, when the map was stating it would be 940m. We then descended and headed 
south, and found a very picturesque bivvy site at the foot of the southern 
highest peak. The route finding was very difficult managing lots of loose rock 
(as per) and requiring lots of decision making. Especially due to the signs of 
recent avalanche activity that we observed.  
 
 
26/07/26 21st day on Exped.  
Today marks the second day of our wee bivvy. We woke up to another perfect blue 
bird day. I had the best sleep last night since arriving on the island. Jake 
also slept very well by all accounts. He walked for 5mins from the bivvy site to 
fill our bottles and dump our bivvy kit and rifle, before heading up the ascent 
of the southern peak 890m. We found this peak to be both of favourites 
throughout the whole exped, this was due to the amazing granite architecture and 
glacial summit. We ascended via rocky outcrops with the idea of maintaining dry 
feet, even more pertinent today because of Jake’s toe. However this all went out 
the window on the descent when we chose to descend via the glacier. This 
consisted of heavy wet snow. We made a thorough assessment of the snow 
conditions and previously the day before observed signs of avalanche activity 
from a far. However this turned out to be sunken/collapsed cornices. This 
combined with the state of the snow pack confirmed that it was safe to travel 
down the glacier. We ropes up for the descent as we weren’t 100% sure if there 
was any crevasses. We found 2 crevasses on our way down which were pretty minor 
in width. We then grabbed our kit which we had dumped and returned back to 
basecamp at 19:10. (Earliest arrival back as of yet). We then realised that 
Jake’s pus ball/blister had popped on the return journey. We managed to create 
our own sterile basin and saline solution for him to bath his foot in.  
 
 
27/07/26 22nd day of Exped.  
We woke to another glorious bluebird day. We were keen to spend the last two 
days of the trip cragging as the weather up until now hadn’t supported the idea 
of cragging. We headed to the NE side of the valley above basecamp to the 
largest of the crags. We suspected it would take several days to negotiate a 
solid/clean route up these large crags. In spite of this we still headed to the 
crag with the most impressive feature of the whole valley being a gendarme. We 
went to ‘reccy’ the gendarme with another plan of climbing the ‘petit gendarme’ 
on its left side to see what the crag looked like up close and not just through 
a pair of binoculars. As we approached the base of the crag we saw what we 
thought was a relatively amenable line. After a lot searching around the base of 
the crag and moving around to see all aspects of potential lines, we decided to 
follow the initial line we had spotted (line of least resistance also avoiding 
any major seepage), keeping in mind we may have to  retreat. We did in fact have 
to retreat after 60m of climbing. This was due to extremely poor rock quality; 
loose, chossy, covered in grit/ ball bearings. This made for extremely slow and 
tentative progress, with sporadic gear (not always good quality). The nature of 
the rock and terrain meant that it wasn’t possible to build a good enough belay. 
Nor was it appropriate for us to move together over such dangerous and 
consequential terrain with such little gear of good quality. This forced our 
hands to retreat after 2.5hrs spent on this initial 60m (up and down). I then 
down climbed and once 20m above the ground managed to find a blunt spike good 
enough to take tat, which afforded me the luxury of a protected downclimb over 
the worst terrain. We then spent much time deliberating our decision and came to 
the conclusion that we made the right choice. We also reflected on our decision 
making throughout the expedition and are very happy for the decisions made as 
they allowed for the most activity in the safest way. There certainly are 
possible lines on this crag however it would likely take several days of up and 
down to find a solid route within this nature of rock.  
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Photographs 
 

 
 
 

Adam on ‘Golden Retriever’ E1 5a 3* (240m) 



 

 
 
 

 
 

Adam in the Window of ‘Window of Resistance’, VDiff 



 

 

Jake on ‘Heeby Geebys’ VS 4c 



 

 
 

The topo of ‘Hail Mary’, E1 5B 3* 



 

 
 
 

Jake descending the glacier of the ‘South Summit’ 890m 



 

 
 
 

Adam approaching the glacier from the ‘South Summit’ 



 

Google Earth Images 
 
Overall, relatively accurate. As expected, we found it difficult to tell the 
relief of the ground however the Google Earth images were incredibly useful.  
 
 
New Route Potential 
 
There is still a lot of climbing potential on Nutarmiut and the surrounding 
islands. We spotted many crags with good FA potential, that we simply didn’t 
have the weather or the time to explore. We’d suggest two days at a crag is 
enough time to make a decision on whether to persevere or choose a new project. 
Two days was often more time than we had available!  

For those wishing to return to Nutarmiut, the larger crags E & NE of basecamp 
are likely to require a good head for loose rock and fixed lines to seek out the 
best routes, however we are confident there are innumerable FA’s to be had. We 
did very little exploration NE of the island, and we are sure there are all kind 
of adventures to be had, even though the peaks in that area are relatively 
small.  

Regarding the surrounding islands, there is huge potential for first ascents, 
both in rock climbing, mountaineering and walking. These would take some time to 
identify, sift through and pick out the best crags and lines. We’d suggest that 
a reccy trip of several days to solidify an option followed by a prolonged trip 
would be the best structure for future expeditions.  

Regarding access, we managed to get a local fisherman to transport us for 
roughly £500 each way (4000DKK each way.  
 
 
Injury/Illness 
 
Jacob suffered a paronychia (infected nail bed) on his left big toe, resulting 
in a day of rest followed by several days of not being able to wear climbing 
shoes. This, again, forces us to move away from climbing and more into 
mountaineering, however Jacob did manage to climb with approach shoes for a few 
days!  

This injury did required anti biotics and limited mobility for several days. 
This was managed well with advice from our medical contact however could have 
easily resulted in cellulitis or worse. 

 
 
Waste Disposal 
 
We were advised by locals (both fisherman and sea kayakers with expeditioning 
experience) to burn as much litter as we could, with most waste being put into 
landfill rather than being recycled. We managed to make some bins out of washed 
up oil drums and burnt these on the last night of the expedition. All items we 
couldn’t burn were taken back to Upernavik.  

 
 

Accounts 
 
Flights - £5500 
Boat (drop off and collection) - £1000 
Food – roughly £500 spent in county, £120 UK.  
Accommodation - £480, 4 nights.  
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