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EXPEDITICN TO THE STEENSTRUPS AREA OF EAST GREENLAND, 1971

in association with

THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON GRADUATE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB

This report gives details of the plans, preparations and achievements
of the above-named expedition which travelled by boat to the east
coast of Greenland in the summer of 1971.
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INTRCDUCTION J.W.

The first seeds of the expedition were sown in February 197C, when
Micheel Tuson purchesed m.v. Provider which was an old Scottish fishing
‘boat then lying, in a forlorn state, on a mud berth at St. Csyth, Essex.
The ship had to be given a new name, due to registration regulations,
and in July. 1970, after months of painting and fitting out, Michael and
T sailed the renamed Ice King to the Lofoten Islands with a party of
climbers. This expedition proved that the ship was capakle of such-
ventures and oud “houghts turned to a more elaborate plan in 1971. Two
venues suggested themselves — Spitsbergen or a.return to East Greenland
which Michael had visited in the 1968 and 1969 Unlver51ty of London
Graduate Mountaineering Club East Greenland expeditions. I was also

on the 1968 expedition. The lure of the still unclimbed Ingolfsfjaeld,
together with the probability of better weather on land and more
favourable winds at sea, encouraged us to risk the pack ice off the
East Greenland coast and refurn to the area around the Steenstrups
glaciers. ' '

It seemed logical to make a further attempt on Ingolfsfjaeld. John
.Coote, whc had attenpted to climb the mountain with Michael Eston on
the 1968 University of London expedition, lived a few miles from me
in Birmingham and was the only person who could provide first-hand
informaticn on the south and east faces of the peak. Since we were
using our own boat, there would be no difficulty over transporting
our climbing equipment. The 1969 University of London expedition had
looked east from Steenstrups Nordre Brae to some interesting mountains
running inland from a fjord known as Tasilaq. These would provide a
second climbing objective after we had finished climbing in the
Ingo_fsfjeeld area. Information gleaned from maps and aerial
photograpks indicated that Tasilaqg should pravide suitable shelter
for the bcat and a2 glacier running into the west side of the fjord
appeared to provide easy access inland to the mountains we planned

to climb.

We intended to widen the scope of the expedition beyond mountaineering,
but we were anxjous to _.avoid burdening ourselves with an overambitious
scientific programme which we might be unable to fulfill. Michael's
association with the Aquatic Club and the fact that two of the members,
Christopher Wood and Philip Anfield,were anxious to join the expedition
suggested that diving work be included in the programme. Marine
specimens were collected for the North Atlantic Research Association
and the Natural History Museum. The 1969 University of London
expedition had made a botanical collection on behalf of Dr. Geoffrey

- Halliday of Lancaster University but, unfortunately, part of this
had had to be abandoned and we felt that it would be fitting to make
further ccllections around Ingolfsfjaeld and then in the Tasilag area.
A collection was made also for the Natural History Museum.

Having decided on our aims, we were pleasantly surprised to experience
little difficulty in finding personnel. We considered that a total

of eleven or twelve people would be a suitable number and ended witk
twelve: Michael Tuson as skipper of Ice King, myself in charge of land
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operations, six other climbers, two divers and two, very hardworking,
general assistants.

Our plans had crystallised by early January and it was possible to
arrange several week-ends in Wales which gave the seven climbers a
—chance to get to know each other and to discuss detailed plans and
equipment. At the same time, everybody helped with further fitting
out, repair and painting work on the boat and, during a trip to Belgium
and Holland over Easter, had the opportunity to experience travel in a
small boat.

PLANS AND PREPARATIONS M.T

With the numbers of the expedition that we had, it was possible to .
allocate to individuals the various tasks that had to be done and
this section is not intended to cover items about which a report is
to be made on their use during the expedition. It is necessary,
however, to comment on some of the administrative problems, with
particular regard to obtaining permission to visit Greenland and to
insurance requirements.

It was in January that we first wrote to the Ministry for Greenland
in Copenhagen requesting permission to visit the area but, due to the
postal strike, nothing was heard until the end of March and it was
during this period that we learnt of two unexpected conditions which
would have to be met before permission would be granted. The first
was that we should have to indemnify the Danish Government against
expenses which they might ancur for 'search and rescue' operations in
connection with the expedition (the sum mentioned was DK100,000 -
approximately £5,000) and the second was that they required a certificate
from the Department of Trade and Industry to the effect that the boat
was suitable for the voyage. Inquiries regarding this second point
indicated that the cost of the survey required was beyond our means.
However, we assured the Ministry for Greenland that the Ice King
complied with the regulations applicable to a boat of her type and,
eventually, they agreed that they had no jurisdiction over British
registered vessels in any case.

We were not, apparently, the only expedition having problems regarding
insurance; the Ministry were in a quandary as a result of various
rescues ‘they had had to undertake in the two preceding years which had
proved expensive and, not yet having decided on any definite long-
term solution, were asking for insurance sums of up to DK1,000,000 (for
our expedition the sumc was raised to DK250,000). Representations were
made at various levels by the different expeditions and we were having
problems in meeting the original figure with a premium that we could
adford. Lloyd®&' premiums appeared to be assessed on the basis of 10%
on the sum assured, but then there was a reversal of opinion and we
managed to arrange cover for £15,000 at a premium of &£20 per head; this
we accepted post haste.

The only other problem we encountered concerned health clearance at
Angmagssalik. We had omitted to get a certificate signed by a Danish }
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l consular official ir. Keflavik, our last port of call, and whilst
this is a requirement laid down in the Danish Government's 'Order on
travels to and in Greenland', in previous years when we had arrived
by air, we had never been asked for this certificate. In this instance,
having our own doctcr, we were examined in turn and his clean bill of
health was accepted.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BOAT

M.T.

The Ice King started life in 1934. She was built in Lossiemouth on
typical Scottish fishing boat 'lines with an almost straight stem and
rounded stern. She is of timber construction, %5 in. planking on

7 in. x 3 in. hardwood frames at approximately 14 in. centres. She
remained in the fishing fleet at Buckie under the name 'Provider'

until 195G when, due to increased requirements by the White Fish
Authority, she failed to satisfy the regulations for boats of her

size and was sold. During the following ten years she had four owners
who endeavoured to convert her for private use and she was Iitted out
below decks and gutied again more than once. In 1970, when she came
into her present ownership, she was virtually bare down below other

than the engine, a Lister six-cylinder JP6 with a 3:1 reduction gear

to the shaft and a 40 in. propeller. Fuel capacity was 300 gallons

in two tanks. Above the deck line considerable work had been carried
out by the previous owners; the main fish hold had been covered with

a deck house which was large enough to hold a navigating area comprising
chart table and radio in addition to the wheel house, saloon and skipper's
cabin. The previous wheel nouse had been removed and redlaced by a
removable hatch ventilating the engine room. The original bulwarks had
been removed and the whole deck covered with ply and glass fibre, together
with stanchions and a rail fitted down each side - this, while offering
less protection from seas coming aboard, also prevents any build-up of
water on the deck.

In 1970, adequate accommodation for ten persons was built below and
further furnishing improvements were made in 1971. The main items
installed particularly for the expedition were a TO-watt Sailor radio
telephone with direction finding equipment, the fuel capacity was
increased by a further 250 gallons, spare batteries, a cage to protect
the propeller against ice and some additional protection to the bows

on the water line in the form of a steel stem piéce and plywood fastened
on the outside. These items were in addition to the normal equipment one
would expect on & bcat of this size and type (compass, log, echo sounder,
life rafts and distress gear, etc.).

We had purchased all the Admiralty charts which were available but the
coverage of the east coast of Greenland is minimal and our endeavours
to obtain the Danish charts of the area were abortive. However, when
we subsequently managed to borrow the appropriate one in Angmagssalik,
the maps from the Geodetic Institute in Copenhagen, coupled with the
verbal advice of Neils Underberg, skipper of the Ejnar Mikkelsen, the
local KGH trading toat, prcved of more use.

As tenders, we had two Avor inflatables, one 12 ft and one 9.5 ft and a
10 k.p. Mercury outboard. Our air cylinders for diving were charged
by e Reavell 4.5 cu.ft. compressor, belt driven from the main engine.
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