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This report is an excellent opportunity to say ‘Thank you’ to all the
people in Britain, Iceland and Greenland, who have helped the expedition
in so many ways. It tells the story of the expedition, as well as publishing
our scientific findings, and so we hope that it will be of assistance to those
planning future expeditions. We would like to apologise for the delay
in producing this report.

We would especially like to thank all those bodies whose financial
aid made the expedition possible, and the firms who so kindly donated
food and equipment for our use. Our directors of studies, the Hon. Mrs.
Lucy Adrian and Dr. Jean Grove, deserve special mention for their
unfailing support during the planning stages of the expedition.

We are indebted to the staff of R.A.F. Lyneham and the crew of the
Hercules for our airdrop, the Atlantic Richfield Company for helicopter
assistance, Nordisk Mineselskab, the station manager, and his staff at
Mesters Vig for many kindnesses.

Our thanks are also due to our parents for putting up with so much,
and to Dr. Keith Miller for giving us this chance of proving that we are
just as good as men!

S.C.W. (Editor), Michaelmas 1973
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MAIN REPORT

In the summer of 1972, an expedition of six Cambridge women
geographers carried out a series of studies in the Staunings Alps region
of North-East Greenland. Most of the proposed scientific work was
successfully completed, despite the late snow melt and unusually high
meltwater conditions, which made some modification to the projects
necessary. Some days of fieldwork were lost due to bad weather in the
six weeks which we spent based in Schuchert Dal, but the achievements
of this women’s expedition have shown just how successful such a venture
can be.

We were most fortunate in having the general support of the Cam-
bridge Staunings Expedition, whose leader, Dr. Keith Miller, had first
given us the opportunity of taking part in such an Arctic expedition, and
who gave us valuable assistance in the planning of our expedition.

From its first conception in the autumn of 1971, the organisation of
the expedition proceeded in fits and starts. It was officially approved
by the University Expeditions Committee early in 1972. Most of the
planning took place over numerous cups ot coffee in Cambridge;
punctuated by airmail letters to Alayne, who was studying in America,
and telephone calls to Clare, who was spending part of her year before
coming up to Cambridge on Holy Island. Christa, Kate, Sue and Sheila
spent a very wet week in the Lake District in the Easter vacation, where
new boots were walked in, sleeping bags tested and the discovery made
that Sue talked in her sleep!

Our friends never ceased to be amazed at the boxes of food and
equipment which accumulated in our rooms over the year. Sheila, as
food officer, had many amusing experiences, when gifts of food intended
for use in Greenland, appeared in the college kitchen by mistake!
However, everything was carefully packed and documented in the
week following the end of term, and taken down to Lyneham in prepara-
tion for the airdrop which the R.A.F. were so kindly organising for us.

Five of us embarked at Leith, on m.v. ‘Gullfoss’ on July 7th, and
sailed for Iceland. We arrived in Reykjavik early on July 10th, and
most of the day was spent waiting for the scientific equipment of the
two Cambridge expeditions to be unloaded, obtaining customs clearance,
and transporting it to the airport just outside Reykjavik. Alayne joined
us on July 11th, having flown from Boulder. On July 12th, we flew
to Mesters Vig airstrip in Greenland, in a chartered DC-6, together with
the Cambridge Staunings Expedition and the Dundee North-East Green-
land Expedition. The flight had been delayed by bad visibility at
Mesters Vig, but we eventually left Iceland on a damp grey evening,
arriving in Mesters Vig in brilliant sunshine.

At about noon the following day, the Cambridge Expeditions started
the 100km. walk-in to our proposed base-camp at the snout of the Roslin
Glacier. We were given an excellent start by the staff of the Danish
station at Mesters Vig, who gave us all a lift in the station truck to the
far side of the braided river immediately to the west of the air strip.
Our route then lay across rolling tundra to the low summit of Hesters
Pass, and then along the shores of Mesters Vig fjord to the Expeditionshus,
where we spent the night. On July 14th, our plans to cross the Mellem
Col were thwarted by bad visibility, and so we bivouaced in the moraines
of the Mellem Glacier. The rivers this year were exceptionally full, and
one river in particular, near Sortjehorn, was very difficult to cross.
We eventually managed a safe crossing with the aid of a rope slung
across the icy torrent, and an ingenious pulley system using karabiners,
by which we sent our packs, cameras and dry clothes to the far side of
the river before attempting this crossing ourselves.

Exceptionally bad snow conditions on the Mellem and Arcturus
glaciers made the ascent of the Mellem Col, on July 15th, very hard work,
and so we were delighted to see the huts of the Malmberg mine, which
we reached late that evening. From the crest of the col, we could see
the icebergs in Scoresby Sund, some 100kms. away, and could also see
the snout of the Roslin, but it was another two days of ‘moraine-bopping’
and a bivouac in the Lang moraines before we arrived at ‘Tundra Camp’
late on July 17th. The Cambridge Staunings Expedition moved on to
their base camp, some 17 miles up the Roslin glacier, on the morning
of July 18th. Later that afternoon, we heard the low drone of the R.AF.
Hercules reverberating among the mountains, as it flew southwards
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