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This report gives an account of the activities of an
expedition to the Tasflag region of Fast Greenland,

1t has been written by members of the expedition in
the hope that others planning similar ventures may
benefit from our experience. It is dedicated to the
many individuals, organisations and firms whose
advice and generous support made our journmey possible,
and to whom we offer our sincere and grateful thanks,
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EXPEDITION LEADER'S REPORT

The Westminster Bast Greenland Expedition 1974 was conceived as a
follow-up expedition to the Westminster Fast Greenland Expedition
1972 which had an enjoyable and successful summer in the area of
Kangerdlugssuaq., However it was recognised from the start that the
1972 expedition had been fortunate in reaching Kengerdlugssuaq and
that ice conditions, and the difficulties involved in obtaining
coastal transport, might thwart an attempted second visit. With
this in mind we obtained the approval of the Danish Ministry for
Greenland to mount an expedition to Kangerdlugssuaq as firet
choice and to the area of Tasiiag Fjord as second choice. In the
event, owing to & lack of coastal tremsport, we spettled for
Tasflag Fjord.

The area of Tasilaq Fjord had been drawn to my attention by Michael
Tuson of the 1971 Univereity of London Graduate Mountaineering Club
East Greenland Expedition. This expedition had spent the greater
part of ite time in the area of Ingolfsfjaeld but for the final
period Mike Tuson had teken his boat 'Ice King' north to Tasilaq
Pjord, The members of the University of London expedition had
found & useful route inland from the coast and had done some
climbing in an area up to some eight miles inland, The attraction
of Tasflaq Fjord to ue was thet once beyond the coastal fringe the
country lying to the north of the K.I.V. Steenstrups Nordre Brae
(Glacier) and to the edge of the inland ice had not previously been
vigited,

Thus we saw Tastlag Fjord as an expedition base area which hopefully
we could bank on reaching but which being some one hundred and
twenty miles north of Angmagssalik was beyond that region, lying
between Angmagssalik and Kangerititivatsiaq, which had already
received a lot of attention from expeditions.

The expedition sailed from Angmagssalik to Tasflaq Fjord on board
the 'Ejnar Mikkelsen' and our thanke go to Captain Underberg for the
kind consideration he gave to our needs and also to Mr. Frederiksen,
the Angmagssalik manager of the Royal Greenland Trade Department,
for the many endeavours he made on our behalf., Captein Underberg
left us at Tastlaq Fjord on 19 July and returned to collect us on 26
August,

One of the attractions of Tasilag Fjord was a emall hut built by the
government for hunters some ten years previously., We had no up~to-
date knowledge of the condition of the hut but found it to be in good
shape and virtually unused gince its conatruction, The hut was small
but gave us & pleasant communal area and kitchen. While on base we
slept in our own tentes pitched asround the hut,

The expedition programme can be summarized as follows

1. A botanical programme
2, An inland journey including climbing
3. A peological programme

It was the intention that the botanical and geological programmes
would be pursued in the main well inland and that they would therefore
fit in well with the inland jowrney. As things turned out, the fact
that the expedition finally went to Tasilaq Fjord, and not to
Kangerdlugssuag, meant that the geological programme had to be pursued
in the coastal area where the dyke swarms were numerous,
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The botanical programme/inland journey was therefore carried out by
@ party of six leaving two of our members on the coast to pursue the
geology programme., All eight members of the expedition however were
initially involved in the build-up of stores and equipment inland
which provided the botanical programme/inland journey with a strong
departure base,

The build-up of stores inland took about & week. Our first tusk was
to investigate the beet route inland and we sent out two parties -
one to investigate the small glacier used by the University of London
expedition and the other to look at the amm of the K.I.V. Steenstrups
Nordre Brae which descends to Vestre Tasfssag. Both routes proved
feasible but the former was preferred as height was gained more
rapldly, A small depot left by the University of London party was
found on the col above the glacier and those contents still in
reasonable condition were put to good use. The arm of the K.I.V,
Steenstrups Nordre Brae referred to above was used by the botany/
inland journey party on its eventual return to base,

To facilitete travel imland we had brought & small sledge with us and
this somewhat unknown quantity was one of the success stories of the
expedition. In retrospect we could, making full use of the sledge,
have gone further and done more., It certainly gave a party of six
the capacity to be quite independent for one month with & substantial
safety factor. The sledge was obtained W.D. surplus and vas modified
to the extent of eheathing the rummers with tufnel, Being only seven
feet long it could be carried, complete with traces, as a reascnable
back pack load for ome person and given the area of moraine and dry
ice which had to be traversed before the snowline was reached thias
was an espential feature, Skie were not used by the expedition.

The build-up of stores inland involved a certain amount of leap~
frogging but once depote had been establiehed all members retired to
base for two days' rest and heavy eating before the start of the
expedition's main efforts.

The route teken by the inland party is clearly shown on the
accompanying map., In general once above 700 m surfaces were good.
Whenever possible we travelled at night to obtain better conditions
end & generel conclusion was that if surfaces were soft it was
probably bétter to wait until the weather changed and conditions
improved, and then to make a major effort, rather than work very hard
in soft snow for a smell distance gained.

The serious work of the expedition is described in the reports that
follow and 1 con leave these to spesk for themselves, only recounting
here one or two of the unimportant but more amusing occasions to
redress the balance so to speak.

The firet was the oceasion when the inland journey party reached the
further depot ieid down in the build-up pericd and was then sensibly
urged by one of the party to take advantage of the good surface, and
the time remaining before sunrise, to relay a load some five miles
forward ~ this distance finishing with a climb of some 400 m to a
small col. Leaving two of the party to make camp four of us set off
with & sizeable load on the sledge.
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The ascent of the col proved steeper than we had anticipated but
determination made us keep at it until we were reduced to man-
hﬁgaiiag on all fours, using every possible bit of contact with
the ground, and with the sledge seemingly hanging beneath us.
This would not have been remarkable but for the now very much
harder surface, as we gained height, which gave us little
purchase and left us measuring upward progress in inches. All
were envisaging & moment when no further upward movement would be
poseible at all and when the whole assembly would slide ignomini-
ously back whence it came, A final straw was nearly provided by
a line of open crevasses suddenly appearing across our line of
ascent - although I for ome was very thankful to use the bottom
1ip of a crevasse to hang on to! However our load was eventually
deposited successfully on the col and all four of us climbed on
the sledge to toboggan erratically back down the hill at an
alarming rate of knots and in hilarious mood., To cap it all the
sun rose to cheer us and to show that all was well with the next
day's weather. Such occasions remain in the mind and in their
own way rival the acknowledged highlights of the expedition.

A second episode worthy of note wae the descent of a major ice-
fall towards the top of the K.1.V. Steenstrups Nordre Brae. The
ice-fall presented considerable problems particularly as we were
travelling by day and the snow covering was soft. Eventually we
managed to squeeze through close to ‘e land where the crevasses,
although numerous, were in the main fairly narrow. For a stretch
of two to three miles people were dropping through frequently and
on at least two occasions five members of the party were either
falling in or extracting themselves from holes all at the same
time! After a long spell of such flounderings I suddenly found
consolation and amusement in the facial expressions of the party.
These varied from stern resolve to whimsical resignationy from
irritated scowls to scientific curiosity. Luckily my own face
was hidden from me but doubtless relief was apparent when it
became clear that we had found & viable way down the fall!

My thanks go to all the members of the expedition for their
various efforts which in total made our expedition & success. In
particular 1 feel I wust wention the highly-praised ration scale
provided by Mike Williams, the patient explanation of facts
botanical by Ned Lodge and the notable work done by Mike Jamison
and Graham Swainson in getting as many members of the expedition
up as many peakes as possible,

The expedition left a variety of foodstuffs and stores in the
expedition area, If any other parties are considering visiting
this part of Greenland I would be pleased to give details., An
address can be found for this purpose at the back of the report.
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