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This report gives an account of the activities of an 

expedition to the Thsflaq region of East Dreenland. 

it has been written by members of the expedition in 

the hope that others planning similar ventures may 

benefit from our experience. It is dedicated to the 

many individuals, organisations and firms whose 

advice and generous support made our journey possible, 

and to 'whom we offer our sincere and grateful thanks. 
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I!IXPITION LEADEH'S REPORT 

The Westminster East Greenland Ex-ped:ition 1974 was conceived as a 
follow-up expedition to the Westminster East Greenland Expedition 
1972 which had an enjoyable and successful suimner in the area of 
Kangerdlugssuaq. However it was recognised from the start that the 

1972 expedition had been fortunate in reaching Kangerdlugssuaq and 
that ice conditions, and the difficulties involved in obtaining 
coastal transport, might thwart an attempted second visit. With 
this in mind we obtained the approval of the Danish Ministry for 
Greenland to mount an expedition to Kaiigerdlugssuaq as first 
choice and to the area of Tasfiaq Fjord as second choice. In the 
event, owing to a lack of coastal transport, we settled for 
Tastlaq Fjord. 

The area of Tasiiaq Fjord had been drawn to my attention by Michael 
Tuson of the 19T1 University of London Graduate Mountaineering Club 
East Greenland Expedition. This expedition had spent the greater 
part of its time in the area of Ingoifsfjae1d but for the final 
period Mike Pusan had taken his boat 'Ice Ring' north to Tasilaq 
Fjord. The members of the University of London expedition had 
found a useful route inland from the coast and had done some 
climbing in an area up to some eight miles inland. The attraction 
of Tasflaq Fjord to us was that once beyond the coastal fringe the 
country lying to the north of the K.I.V. Steenstrups Nordre Brac 
(Glacier) and to the edge of the inland ice had not previously been 
visited. 

Thus we saw Paeflaq Fjord as an expedition base area which hopefully 
we could bank on reaching but which being some one hundred and 
twenty miles north of Aug agssalik was beyond that region, lying 
between Angmagssalik and Kangertitivatsiaq, which had already 
received a lot of attention from expeditions. 

The expedition sailed from Annagssaiik to Tasfiaq Fjord on board 
the 'Ejnar Mikkelsen' and our thanks go to Captain Underberg for the 
kind consideration he gave to our needs and also to Mr. Frederiksen, 
the Angitiagasalik manager of the Royal Greenland Trade Department, 
for the many ondeavonre he made on our behalf. Captain Underberg 
left us at Tasflaq Fjord. on 19 July and returned to collect us on 26 
August. 

One of the attractions of Tasiiaq Pjord was a small but built by the 
government for hunters some ten years previously. We had no up-to-
date knowledge of the condition of the hut but found it to be in good 
shape and virtually unused since its construction. The hut was small 
but gave us a pleasant cosmunal area and kitchen. While on base we 
slept in our own tents pitched around the hut. 

The expedition prograsme can be susmarized as foilows 

1 • A botanical programme 
An inland journey Including climbing 
A geological programme 

It was the intention that the botanical and geological programmes 
would be pursued in the main well inland and that they would therefore 
fit in well with the inland journey. As things turned out, the fact 
that the expedition finally went to Tastiaq Fjord, and not to 
Kaiigerdiugssuaq, meant that the geological progranmie had to be pursued 
in the coastal area where the dyke swarms were numerous. 
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The botanical programme/inland journey was therefore carried out by 
a party of six leaving two of our members on the coast to pursue the 
geology programme. All eight members of the expedition however were 
Initially lnvoled in the build-up of stores and equipment inland 
which provided the botanical progrwmne/iniand journey with a strong 
departure base. 

The build-up of stores inland took about a week. Our first task was 
to investigate the best route inland and we sent out two parides - 
one to investigate the small glacier used by the University of London 
expedition and the other to look at the arm of the K.I.V. Steenstrups 
Nordre Brae which descends to Vestre Passsaq Both routes proved 
feasible but the former was preferred as height was gained more 
rapidly. A small depot left by the University of London party was 
found on the eel above the glacier and those contents still in 
reasonable condition were put to good use. The arm of the X.I.V. 
Steenstrups Nordre Bras referred to above was used by the botany/ 
inland journey party on its eventual return to base. 

To facilitate travel inland we had brought a small sledge with us and 
this somewhat unknown quantity was one of the success stories of the 
expedition. in retrospect we could, making full use of the sledge, 
have gone further and done more. It certainly gave a party of six 
the capacity to be quite independent for one month with a substantial 
safety factor. The sledge was obtained W.D. surplus and was modified 
to the extent of sheathing the runners with tufnel. Being only seven 
feet long It could be carried, complete with traces, as a reasonable 
back pack load for one person and given the area of moraine and dry 
ice which had to be traversed before the snowline was reached this 
vag an essential feature, Skis were not used by the expedition. 

The build-up of stores inland involved a certain amount of leap-
frogging but once depots had been established all members retired to 
base for two daysf rest and heavy eating before the start of the 
expedition's main efforts. 

The route taken by the inland party is clearly sho'wn on the 
accompanying map. In general once above 700 m surfaces were good. 
Whenever possible we travelled at night to obtain better conditions 
and a general conclusion was that If surfaces were soft It was 
probably better to wait until the weather changed and conditions 
iiproved, and then to make a major effort, rather than 'work very hard 
in soft snow for a small distance gained. 

The serious work of the expedition is described. in the reports that 
follow and I can leave these to speak for themselves, only recounting 
here one or two of the unimportant but more amusing occasions to 
redress the balance so to speak. 

The first was the occasion when the inland journey party reached the 
further depot laid down in the build-up period and 'was then sensibly 
urged by one of the party to take advantage of the good surface, and 
the time remaining before sunrise, to relay a load some fIve miles 
forward - this distance finishing with a climb of some 400 in to a 
small ccl. Leaving two of the party to make camp four of us set off 
with a sieable load on the sledge. 
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The ascent of the col proved steeper than we had anticipated but 
determination made us keep at it until we were reduced to man- 

on all fours, using every possible bit of contact with 
the ground, and with the sledge seemingly hanging beneath us. 
This would not have been remarkable but for the now very much 
harder surface, as we gained height, which gave us little 
purchase and left us measuring upward progress in inches. All 
were envisaging a moment when no further upward movement would be 
possible at all and when the whole assembly would slide ignomini-
ously back whence it came. A final straw was nearly provided by,  
a line of open crevasses suddenly appearing across our line of 
ascent - although I for one was very thankful to use the bottom 
lip of a crevasse to hang on to! However our load was eventually 
deposited successfully on the col and all four of us climbed on 
the sledge to toboggan erratically back down the hill at an 
alarming rate of knots and in hilarious mood. To cap it all the 
sun rose to cheer us and to show that all was well with the next 
day's weather. Such occasions remain in the mind and in their 
own way rival the acknowledged highlights of the expedition. 

A second episode worthy of note was the descent of a major ice-
fall towards the top of the X.I.V. Steenstrups Nordre lirae. The 
ice-fall presented considerable problems particularly as we were 
travelling by day and the snow covering was soft. Eventually we 
managed to squeeze through close to e land where the crevasses, 
although numerous, were in the main fairly narrow. For a stretch 
of two to three miles people were dropping through frequently and 
on at least two occasions five members of the party were either 
falling in or extracting themselves from holes all at the same 
time! After a long spell of such flounderings I suddenly found 
consolation and amusement in the facial expressions of the party. 
These varied from stern resolve to whimsical resignation; from 
irritated scowls to scientific curiosity. Luckily my own face 
was hidden from me but doubtless relief was apparent when it 
became clear that we had found a viable way down the fall! 

My thanks go to all the members of the expedition for their 
various efforts which in total made our expedition a success. In 
particular I feel I must mention the highly-praised ration scale 
provided by Mike Williams, the patient explanation of facts 
botanical by Ned Lodge and the notable work done by Mike Jamison 
and Graham Swainson in getting as many members of the expedition 
up as many peaks as possible. 

The expedition iefL a variety of foodstuffs and stores in the 
expedition area. If any other parties are considering visiting 
this part of Greenland I would be pleased to give details. An 
address can be found for this purpose at the back of the report. 
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GEOLOGY REPORT by H. I. Williams 

The original aim of the expedition was to get to Kangerdlugssuaq 
and the Skaergaard peninsular. From a geological viewpoint this 
was an ideal site in which a small amount of work could usefully 
be done given the short field season and the limited experience. 
For example from here it would have been possible to travel up 
the Prederiksborg Glacier and over to the inland nunataks where 
there are small outcrops of sedimentary rock yielding a few ill-
preserved fossils. These have helped in the time correlation of 
the stratigraphy and the episodes of dyke injection of the whole 
of this section of the east coast. Time spent searching these 
outcrops for further fossils would be very worthwhile. Additional 
work could also have been done in the coastal area in attempting 
to assess the total crustal extensIon involved in the coast 
parallel dyke swarm, by actual physical measurement of the dykos 
on the ground. As this is one of the very few regions of the 
earth where dyke injection accompanies, and is demonstrably of 
the same period as a continental fiexure, quantitative measurements 
would have been very significant in assessing actual extension and 
hence deducing the amount of flexuring, tying this in with the 
models thought likely by observations on the dip of the very 
slightly earlier lava flows. 

In the event an attempt was made at these dyke measurements in the 
Pasiaq region which became our objective. Here unfortunately the 
lava flows are not present and so it is not possible to observe on 
the ground the dip of the country rock increasthg to seaward as 
one can in Kangerdlugsaaaq but one must reason that the flexuritig 
is still present by the similar attitude of the dyke swarm itself. 

Tasflaq Fjord is just inland of Rap Gustav Helm, which is capped 
by a very thin remnant of sediment and plateau basalt, and from 
the map it looked as though it might be possible to reach this, 
but actl sight of the glaCIers which barred the way from our 
base catp area soon stilled any hopes of such an expedition. one 
would have rieded to set up a long chain of food supplies as well 
as tackling two dtfficrilt glacial snouts which were in bad condition 
and with the climbing party Inland there was simply not the manpower 
available to do this. So reluctantly we had to settle for work on 
the dyke swarm access ibis to us from base camp (which was some J 

miles in from the outer coastline) where the swarm was just decreas-
ing in intensity but we could work inland to the swarm's western-
most limits. 

The coastal liexure and the related dyke swarm have been well 
described by Wager in Meddel, oin Gr,n1and Vol I3!  No.  5, 197 and 
the brief description that follows is based on that paper. The 
coastal flezure can be deduced directly from observing the lie of 
the basaltic lavas around MI his Fjord which very obviously increase 
their dip seaward to about 45° at the coast and decrease laridward, 
fairly rapidly so that five miles inland the dip is only i and a 
little ftrtber 7, This attitude of the lavas is typical wherever 
they outcrop on this section of the coast. The dyke swarm is 
however the more obvious in the field and it is most interesting 
to note that where the dip of the lavas is greatest the dyke swarm 
Is at its most intense. 
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