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The Third attempt upon the West Ridge.
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The expedition attempted the West Ridge of the highest of the
Latok peaks. Twe previous expeditions had failed on this
difficult objective. In 1975 fifteen Japanese led by Naoki
Takada placed a camp on the West Ridge col and three furtner
camps before being defeated by rock difficulties. In 1977 a
five man British party led by Don Morrison tried the same
route but failed before the steep rocks after Morrison had

been killed in a crevasse accident. Three members of that

expedition formed the core of the 1978 Expedition.

In the late summer of 1977 Biafo 1977 Expedition of fifteen
members sponsored by the City of Bologna climbed the South
Ridge of Latok 2, thereby making the first ascent of any of

the Latok peaks. By that time it proved impossible to persuade
the Government of Pakistan to allow a change to an unclimbed
mountain for the British 1978 Expedition while the West Ridge
remained a major challenge even after the summit had been
reached by another route. Thus the expedition again attempted

the 1877 route.

I+ was decided that a medium sized expedition of six climbers
would be most likely to succeed on a peak which concentrates

its technical difficulties into the last 2000 feet of climbing.
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arnehough (40) who had been twice before to the Biafo and
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ment and packing. Patrick Green (35) also climbed on Latok

N TR O T s eV RO T Th T L TS oM s

AL IS LA




in 19 and organised food for the expedition. >aul
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another veteran of the 1977 expedition, took charge of fin

and was leader, John Sheard (37) had attempted Mangor Gussor
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in 1374 and wcrked on equipment. Pete Thexton (2u) came

direct from Kulu to join the expedition and was Doctor.

Dave Wilkinson (32) was making his second Himalayan Expedition

and took charge of payments in the mountains and acted as

Deputy Leader in the latter stages of the expedition.

After assembling in Islamabad between July 5 and 8 the political
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ormalities were completed speedily. Considerable quantities of

food were bought in Rawalpindi and some in Skardu as all equip-

ment (about 500 kg) was sent by air freight from Britain. This
figure excluded personal equipment carried within the normal

baggage allowance.

Captain Malik Saeed our liaison officer joined us in Rawalpindi
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on July 13 an advance group excluding Peter Thexton and
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t Fearnehough flew into Skardu. On the same day porters and
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eps were arranged and the party left Skardu early on 1t July.
One rucsac of personal equipment was lost or stolen between

Rawalpindi and Skardu.

The advance group travelled with the British Ladies Karakcram
expedition up the Braldu Gorge to Askole, arriving there by
midéay on July 17. Thirty porters were used for our equipment
and food, while the ladies had twenty. With the climbers and
two liazison cfficers there was in total a caravan of sixty

travelling together. Conditions in the Chckpoing to Chongo
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ction of the gorge were dangerous from both landslides and
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locd conditions which limited the choice of route.
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Pat rearnehough and Peter Thexton had delayed because oI a

short but violent illness which afflicted Pat on July 12 and

13. Captain Saeed suffered a similar fever during the walk-

in but managed to keep going to Askole. Scon after our

arrival there and the departure of the ladies over the rope
bridge which connects that village with Stay Stay two men
arrived with a message announcing Pat's death in a landslide

five miles east of Chokpoing, in the most dangerous section of

the gorge. Searches for the body, police statements and

expedition re-arrangement then occupied two days. Patrick Green
returned to England over the Skoro La pass, taking back the bad

news, dealing with legal formalities and carrying our condolernces

to Pat's wife and child. During his crossing of the pass

(18700 feet) one porter came near to death from altitude sick-
ness (apparently pulmonary oedema). He was carried back towards

Askole and was able after losing altitude to struggle back.

The party now comprised four climbers and Captain Malik Saeed.
Between July 19 and 22 we moved with 25 porters to our Base
Camp at 15500 feet in the junction of the Uzzunn Blakk and
Latok Glaciers. The journey was accomplished in three days,
with halts at Nam La and in the lower end of the Baintha
depression. This was possible despite bad weather on the last
day because the Mango camping ground was avoided. Instead the
party struck out into the centre of the glacier from Nam La
and continued direct up it throughout the second day. The
porters carried some wood to prepare tea at midday, which we
supplemented by supplying paraffin stoves. It is unlikely
that this arrangement would have been readily accepted by

porters from Askole, but the Caphalu porters who predcminated



in our group were well led by the Sirdar, Hussein Fhada, and

a brief strike when we omitted the Mango camping ground was

eventually called off when he and Saeed insisted that they

should not lose money for taking the direct route. Eventually

they delayed a little again at Baintha on the last day because

of bad weather but were eventually persuaded to come to Base

Camp that day. In the event we paid them for the equivalent of

three and a half days plus a small bonus for walking in the

rain on the last day. The delay at Baintha cost them a cold

night at Base when otherwise they could have returned to

Baintha the same day.

Three porters stayed with us for three extra days and helped to

set up Advanced Base. In bad weather they made only two carries,

but their lcads allowed us to carry relatively light sacks up
the Latok Glacier on many subsequent occasions. They were given

rubber boots and thick socks and loaned other equipment in this

pericd and supplied with generous rations.

On July 28 Dave Wilkinson and Pete Thexton examined the West
Face Couloir but rejected it as a route because of heavy stone-
fall in the lower reaches. After dry weather in the early
summer such stonefall was extremely widespread in the area. On
the same day they began tc climb the face of 2500 feet which
leads onto the West Ridge, thereby reverting to the route used

in earlier attempts in 1875 and 1977.

By August 1 Dave had led through the narrows and much equipment
had been moved part way up the 2500 foot slope to the col, while
a chain of o0ld and new fixed rope led almost to the safe camp

site of a rock island. With all four of us about to establish



that camp the weather 1
broke and forced us back to Base ar d
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day opened the
route to the col (20000 feet). In two weeks with

three fU1Ty active climbers we had done three weeks' work by
last yea% s standards. I plodded the couple of hundred yards
to the site of Camp 2 with a heavy heart, for last year Pat
fearn?hough had led all this section in a remarkable recovery
from illness. Both of us took photographs and films before
sliding down the new fixed rope to Camp 1. There Dave and John
had come up and we cowered out of the heat of the afternoon,
four to a tent, while snowslides raked both sides

In the evening Dave and Pete moved back up and camped at the

col while I remained and descended next morning with John. He

now had to leave to fulfil professional commitments, but was

able to join in the Ogre victory celebration at Baintha before

the descent tc Askole. Another push by Dave and Peter reached

+he col on August 1l, while I was incapacitated for a day at

Advanced Base from the exaggerated effects of a sleeping pill.

They placed more gear and food at Camp 2 but were driven down

by a blizzard which 1asted for three days.

After August 15 cold, clear weather brought +he best break of
the expedition. On a very cold night we climbed quickly to
Camp 2 and pPete crossed most of the col pridge alone that day.
Dave and I completed this section to the final pyramid of the
mountain early next morning with heavy loads and established
Camp 3. Evidently we were now well acclimatized and on August
18 Pete and Dave climbed the first knife-edged pridge of the

vening I carried the

¢1limbing morning and €

final pyramid.

of the rognon.
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necessary remaining equipment from Camp 2 to Camp 3. Now

terrifying clouds were streaming between the Latoks at high
altitude and a ferocious gale on the highest summits was the
harbinger of the next storm. It had still not reached us at

dawn, so all three of us ascended the knife-edge en route for

Camp 4.

Our fixed rope now ended just by the point from which Patrick
Green and I retreated last year. Above, the ridge proved
technically easier but hard work as for some hundreds of feet
one sank in snow to the calves. At a steepening Dave came
through and, stalwart ice climber that he is, soloed 500 feet

of highly exposed ice with a heavy load. Pete and I did like-
wise before fixing a line on this section. This lightened Dave's
load and he plodded out a fine ladder of steps up through the

swirling clouds enveloping us.

The storm was upon us as the site of Camp 4 opened out, a snowy
shoulder seemingly almost level with the massive towers and
ridges of Peak 6990 metres to the West. We dumped our loads,
51id into "windlord" protectives and had little time to gaze

as visibility faded. Lightly laden, the solo descent was as
fast as we dared make it as new snow blew on to the hard ice of

the slope and we crammed into the tunnel tent at Camp 3. The

threatened; but as we retreated next morning in a foot of snow,
with the storm still persisting, we knew we were climbing well
and that in the next good weather there were few obstacles to
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storm was unabated overnight and another week without progress ‘
an all-out effort.

In the next days of bad weather Saeed joined us in rock climbing

on boulders near base and on August 25 Dave and I visited the
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jatok 3 Japanese Expedition on the Baintha Lukpar Glacier.
Good Weather came as we f(‘.ast(‘(l wifh thn []';lp,‘l.n(.\_‘g(\ and on
pugust 26 all three of us were back in Advanced Base, where

our two tents perched by now on plinths 3 feet high.

yet again we climbed the dangerous and boring slope to the col
in early morning frost. Hardly lingering at Camp 2, by midday,
after about ten hours' climbing, we were digging out the tent
at Camp 3. Food and gas were still plentiful on the mountain
while we had ample rope and other equipment in our upper camps.
At dawn next day there were again signs of bad weather but we

moved with all the gear we required to Camp 4 by midday.

As we were a little ahead Dave and I then carried on to investigate
the rock barrier which appeared to be the most serious obstacle
between us and the summit. Dave led a long slope and probed one
route, but we retreated from a wall of steep rock equivalent to

a major British rock climb which, at 22000 feet, was too great a
barrier. We led through on a 400 foot rope to a likely point

of weakness about 150 feet from the easing of the ridge. Above,
some steep technical climbing was required, but we were confident
of success next morning. As a high, cold wind blew in we

deposited several hundred feet of rope and the climbing iron-

mongery and slid down the ropes 500 or 600 feet to Camp 4.

High wind and heavy snow came before midnight and for over 30
hours there was little point in putting more than a hand outside.
On September 1 the weather had not cleared. We were physically
stale and underfed in order to preserve supplies for a last

push. Icy rime reduced our insulation and we were irked by

morning dehydration headaches. In need of rest and food, our
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_pances of success now dwindled. Suspending belief and

disapPOir‘tment in the trouble of striking the tent and fastening

cpampons in the icy wind and in the dangers of teetering with
Joads down the arete with its covering of feet of new snow, we
went down. That night we reached Camp 2 and next day in slightly

improved conditions we left the mountain.

Ironically at Skardu the monsoon had passed. I gtayed a night
with Jack Turner at the Rest House as he preceived the radio
message that at least the Americans had settled some of their

scores with K2, with two ascents - and without oxygen. Only

the Japanese on Latok 3 remained in action despite expiry of
permission, while Skardu was an abandoned Wild West film-set

devoid of expeditions and porters.
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