
The Northern Ireland Andes Expedition 1980 

Prel iminary Report 

A Mountaineering Expedition to the Cordillera 
Organised through: OUEEN'S UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST MOUN TAINEERING CLUB 

Petron: Vice-Chancellor 0.U.B.. Dr. P. FtOg0att. MO (Dubln). Ph. D., F.R.C.P., M.AA 

MAP ROOM 

Blanca, 

(ii) Kitaraju; 19,800': N. Ridge. 

please reply to 

16th September 1980 

The expedition flew from Shannon Airport at 2.00 p.m. on 6th June 1980. 

A minibus had been generously supplied by Enterprise Travel for the Belfast 

Shannon journey to avoid the strike difficulties present at Dublin Airport. 

The flight route was Shannon-NewYork Mi ami - Lima, a total of some 23 hours 

travelling. Directly after landing in Lima we took the 8 hour bus journey 

(i) Ranrapal ka; 20,200': W. Ridge, N.E. Face/Ridge. 

(iii) Artesonraju; 19, 750' : E. Ridge/S. Face. 

Huaraz is at an altitude of 10.000' and 2 days were spend 

acclimatising, eating well, catching up on sleep and exploring the village. 

Three groups then set off to visit different valleys of interest, which in 

effect WOuld allow further acclimatisation to altitudes 15,000' - 16,000, 
Each of these 

the typical altitude of most valley bottoms in the Blanca. 

groups spent approx. 3 days in their valley and generally most people were 

well aware of the altitude, having considerable headaches and shortness of 

breath. 

Peru 

4 MORNINGTON, 
BELFAST 
BT7 3JS. 

From this point the expedition formed smaller parties to climb peaks 

according to their choice. For the first instance a group of 8 entered the 

area of Contrahierbas, 4 of whom stayed for l week and the remainder for 

2 weeks. Meanwhile 4 others entered the valley Quebrada A1lpamayo for a stay 

of 2 weeks. This versatile approach throughout the trip allowed climbing 

Eleven peaks were climbed by the expedition during the 7 week stay. 

Significant peaks included in this are: 

(iv) U1ta; 19,250' : E. Ridge (previously unclimbed). 

Several attempts on other high altitude peaks (e.g. Chopikalki; 20,800', 

A1]pamayo; 19,500') were thwarted by the more unsettled weather prevailing in 

July. Nevertheless the group arrived home on Tuesday 29th July happy from 

their experiences and each with a couple of good peaks below their belt. 

The success of the expedition Owes a great deal to the funding bodies, 

equipment suppliers and the many friends who helped in fund raising and 
organisation. Many thanks. 

inland to the village of Huaraz which is central to the range of the 

Cordillera Blanca. 

from a total of 10 different valley bases. 
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