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rather than Lata as is more usual, and spent the first night 

at Tolma. The second night was spent at a dry camp site 

below the Dharansi pass, at about 13,000 ft. This alternative 

route has some advantages over the more traditional route. 

The second camp is higher and nearer the Dharansi pass than 

Lata Karak but the lack of a water supply may prevent it becoming 

widely used. 

The rest of the walk in f o l lowed the traditional route 

via Dibrugheta , Deodi and Bethartoli to Tridang our base 

camp at 15,500 ft on the west moraine of the Trisul glacier. 

This must be one .of the finest walks in the world with its 

spectacular views of the gorge of the Rishi Ganga, and the 

peaks Nanda Devi, Bethartoli Himal and Trisul. 

Mrigthuni 

Base camp was established on September 15th. In addition • 

to the members of the expedition the establishment included seven 

SITA staff, who looked after the cooking and domestic side, 

and four high altitude porters. 

After a day sorting out equipment Camp I (Advanced Base Camp) 

at 16,500 ft and well placed for both Mrigthuni and Devistan 

South, was established on a prow of moraine, above the east 

edge of the Trisul Glacier. This was a large and fine site 

that proved very convenient for further operations. After 

a little delay due to indifferent weather Camp II was placed 

on a snow dome on the north face of Mrigthuni at 18,500 ft 

on Sunday 20th September. On September 22nd Camp III was placed 
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at the top of an open snowy gully with seracs forming its 

left wall at about 20,500ft. The following day this was 

occupied by John Rawlinson and Stephen Simpson and Govind Singh 

in preparation for the summit attempt . 

On the 24th September t ·he expedition woke to deep snow ,a,nd further 

climbing was out of the question. The party at Camp III 

started down at 7 a.m. and after struggling down in the deep 

fresh snow reached Camp I just as a rescue party was setting 

out at about 2 p.m. It was decided to withdraw from Camp I the 

same day and all members retired to base camp. It is almost 

certain that if the bad weather had been delayed by even a 

few hours Mrigthuni would have been climbed. The same day 

the Italian party on Devistan South who had fixed rope up 

much of the difficult step and who felt they needed only 

two more days to reach the summit also retreated from 

the same Camp I. Neither expedition was to reach their 

high points again. 

When Camp I was next v isited after a further heavy 

snowstorm on the night of the 27th September one tent was 

found to be torn and to have a broken pole and others were 

deformed by the weight of snow ( but recovered). At Camp II 

the tents were crushed but undamaged. The tents at Camp III 

appeared to have been buried in avalanche ,debris. 

The weather improved again from the 1st October and 

on the 3rd members reached Camp II after a struggle in deep 

snow. The next day an attempt to reach the site of Camp III 

failed because of the bad snow conditions as did a second 
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attempt by another party the following day. Further attempts 

to reach Camp III were abandoned and the remaining camps cleared. 

Berthartoli Himal Sout h Peak (20,700 ft ) 

As a substitute peak for Devistan South we selected, after 

considerable exploration, Bethartoli South. A camp was 

established at 18,000 ft below a rock ridge east of the 

Bethartoli Glacier. On the 7th October John Rawlinson and 

Stephen Simpson crossed the glacier and reached the summit from 

the Col to the south up steep icy slopes. A second attempt the 

following day was- not successful. 

Other activities 

During the bad weather we undertook a number of activities 

and explorations. The Jacksons took their skis high on Trisul 

and skied from a camp at 18,500 ft - an activity which several 

members of the expedition joined in for the first time. Skis 

were taken to around 20,000 ft. 

A new way into the Inner Sanctuary directly over the shoulder 

of Devistan from Tridang has been reported by the villagers of 

Paing. Members of the expedition followed this impressive line 

to its highest point (18,000 ft) and looked down easy slopes 

on the Sanctuary side of the ridge. 

The expedition returned by the conventional route to Lata, 

leaving the base camp on the 10th October. 

Habib Cheta 

Just before leaving base camp Habib Cheta , a SITA cook, 

complained of a severe tremor in his left hand. This rapidly 
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developed into paralysis affecting the left side of his body 

apparently due to a stroke. He was evacuated from Bethartoli 

to Josimath hospital by Indian Services Helicopter ( together 

with Dr Paul Barczak and Rajendra Nautiyal who were looking 

after him). A modest recovery was reported by the doctor 

at Josimath Hospital a few days later and we hope that this 

improvement will. continue. 

Equipment 

Not all members were equipped in the same way though a 

number of items of equipment were used b y the majority. 

Most used Redline Duvets from Mountain Equipment which 

proved satisfactory in all respects. Down trousers and down 

socks from the same manufacturer were widely employed though 

these must be counted a luxury, rather than a necessity. Duvets from 

Snowdon Mouldings were also found to be very satisfactory. 

Plastic double boots by Koflach proved excellent in 

use. When used with Berghaus Yeti gaiters some difficulty 

was experienced in keeping the latter in place ( though a 

variety of adhesives were tried) . However the combination 

proved a good choice in the deep cold powder snow that prevailed. 

Damart thermal underwear was widely appreciated and most 

used Damart gloves as inner gloves. Dachstein mitts and 

Thinsulate lined Sierra West glovESwere used as over-gloves. 

Ultimate DX1320 sleeping bags were found to provide 

a warm nights sleep under all the conditions we met. 

At high altitudes we used Limpet tents from Snowdon 

Mouldings and also the Ultimate Phazor Dome, though the latter does 
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not have snow valences. Despite some problems of access to the 

inner tent this proved a very popular tent. Both types of 

tent recovered their shapes well after being crushed by 

heavy snow falls. A Black's expedition tunnel tent was found 

to be comfortable and spacious. 

Cooking was done by kerosene in the lower camps and by 

EPI gas at higher altitudes. The compact EPI Backpacker stove 

proved both stable and convenient. Under cold conditions the 

cartridg~sometirnes required warming ( inside clothes) before use. 

Simple Ta~dy ijealistical C.B. radios operating at 27 MHz 

proved excellent _and invaluable :for communication between the camps. 

A number of different types of film were used but most 

expedition photographs were taken on Kodakchrome 25. 
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Members of the Expedition 

The membership of the expedition covered a wide range of 

age and experience. John Jackson, the leader , was a member 

of the expedition that made the first ascent of Kangchenjunga 

and is the veteran of many Himalayan expeditions. Stephen 

Simpson had made two previous visits to the Himalayas 

(one to the Nanda Devi region ) and Jim Murray one. 

For others this was their v-,ili_~ visit to the range. 
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24 Medical Doctor 

59 Principal National Outdoor 
Pursuits Centre 

54 Housewife 
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Summary 

Flight to New Delhi 

New Delhi ~ 

New Delhi) 
Lodhi Hotel 

To Rishikesh (Tourist Bungalow) by coach 

To Josimath (Nanda Devi Hotel) by coach 

Suriathota : joined by port€rs 

Tolma 

Dry camp 

Dibrugheta 

Deodi 

Bethartoli 

Base camp. Tridang (15,500ft) 

Camp I (Advanced Base)(16,500ft) established. 

C~mp II on Mrigthuni. (18,600ft)established. 

Camp III on Mrigthuni. (20,500ft) established . 

Heavy snowstorm. Moutain evacuated 

More heavy snowfall in preceding night. 

Ski camp on Trisul establd~hed 

Skiing on Trisul 
11 11 It 

Party stayed at Camp II, Mrigthuni. 

Attempts to reach Camp III fail 

" II II " 
Camp for Bethartoli South (18,000ft) established 

Bethartoli South (20,700ft) climbed 

Second attempt on Bethartoli South fails. 

Party leaves Base Camp for Deodi 

Dibrugheta 

Belta Karak. Habib Cheta taken by helicopter 

from Bethartoli to Josimath 

Josimath (Nanda Devi Hotel ) 

Rishikesh (Tourist Bungalow ) 

New Delhi ( Lodhi Hotel) 
II ,, 

Flight to London 




