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Alaska is perheps (ne of the finest alpine clinbing areas in the worìd. A 
chain of mountains up to 25 ailes acrcss and 400 niles long stretching acros8 
the sub-2retic state of Alaska and offering unlinited socope for every as pect 
of mountaineering. The Hinalayan scale of such peeks es 1t, Mckinley (20,320) 
and t. Foraker (17,400) provide routes of exirene Jength,togs ther with the 
problen 0 acci.imatiza tion that iS associated with mountains of their altituÚe, 
Sualier peaks such as it. Huntington (12,240) 0 tine Moose's Tovth (10,335). 
hich cotprise the zaj ority cf th peaks within the Alaskan range ieve ridg:s 
and faces of exceptional difficulty, requiring the highest technical staniards 
on rock as well as ice, Until relatively recert tines expeditions engegad or. 
first ascents often eiapl oyed big nontain siege tactics to clirb nost cf the 
larger faces in Alaska and even ountajns of low altitude e.. Mt. Huniington 
Here sieged on their first ascents. However, cver the laRt ten years boid and 
exciting alpine ascernts of very difficult cojtotives, t. Dicky Soutn faoe or 
the East f:ce Gf the Moose'3 Tooth end quitc ocently the South-iest îace of 
t. HcXin'ey, have iliustratad the true potentiei of Alaska's ncutains: narely 

The emnhesis oi the British expedition, consisting of Tio Iea ch and Nick Colton 
(both experíenced alpinists) wes to be placèd on naking first ascents of vey 
difficuit cbjeciives with a high degree oi tecnnical in terest. It ras felt that 
router of this tiy:e, as oppsed to eesier but higher altitude ciinbs on sci 
peaks as t, Mckinley void provide a better rela Led testing round fo ioth 
acuipasnt and ideas, vhich could then horeîully b: ppliei to a fnrthcaing 
cxpeóiticn to the very techrical Souti-Mast pillar of Annapurna IIl, nr? 
1981. The i. Kckinley National Tark was chOsen as the most suitable arca o tae 
range, as there is a larre mont of in! ornation, particalarly phooraphs,that 
is readily available, rnhe also appeared to be a vnber of suitabie ob,jectivag 
within close proxinity to one ancther. April and earìy May seraued to hav on 
of the nore settled popio�s of weather and therefore the onjec tive: choscn o 
ecglod ' ouez Cs difficult ni xed neutes #s it vas folt that harl rock el iabing 
Hould i: ainort imsosribie in tla -20° to - 30°0 ten peraturos experienced at th 

from a base cany on tho iost lo: of : it:th Ciacie". Tìe 6.0000* horii iut ilets 
f 13t. Hu:tcr ( 14,570), the t:.ira ot.c.ive, ot ie hovaver neco s8itrto 0vins 

extrene alpinisIa. 

tine of ie year. 'he initia) objoetiv Was to bo the vory striking 3,50: 
North pil.lat of th kooster Conb (10,160). Tnis route toyo tiey wilh the serord 



io a ney *)age caup on the South-cast fcrk of the Kahil tna Cl2c1cr. A1? thre 
oujcctives hau bacn atteuied pxciously by othor partics but remained uncli nted. 
Bach routo appeAred to provide difficn]t clit.bing up a classic loching line. 

NARRATIV) 

lench and Coiton flew di:cct fr on ihe 11,K, to Alaska on Sunday, 79th. iarct. 
After arriving in Ånchorage, seve rai days were spent buying the nece sgary food 
and oddnents nf equanent, whilst slowly recovering fron jet lag. During the 
Lime spent in Anchora ge, bot.h jn transit to and fron the mountaing, we stayed 
with studcat friends, and aro ctcrnaly gratoful for their hospita1.ity. 
Torunately, on the Weancsday we obiained a lift traye1l ing, vp the Alaskan 
Highway to Talkeetna, and therefore saved several days waitíng; as the only othar 
Tearns of transport would have been the once-2-Week taain to Fairvanlso. krriving 
in Talkeeina tihat evening Ne iunediately checked in with our glacier pilot, 
Clif udson. and arranged for the Mt, McKinley National Tark Warden to be 
notitid that ow exodition ras due to depart for the mcuntainc. Lon cioud ari 
Do0r visiiiiy pe ventea all lighis into the Park the next aay. However , tha 
LOrning of iie 3xd. was clear and by noon our smali, heavily l2den plane had 
taken off io tie hour-long fiigh:t into the Ruth Amphithea tre, Ihe fliht up tne 
Ruth. Goxg: 2s ziamifioent, the Ruth Glacier surrounded by its 3,000-5,000 1t 
ta?ls cf nie evealed unbelieve ble potential for desperate cliabing! 

Qur first '3ase canp' was to be on the West fork of the Ruth Glacier, belon the 
cO-raked orth face of t, Hun tington, Fron here the North face of the Rooster 
CC 1sokeà no lücre ihan a short walk away, and the V/est face of Mt. Huntingion 

couli be re2ched via the rrench Col on the North West ridge, Several! hours iere 
spent telking with four Arericans who vere already encampei on the gl2cier. The ir 
DrevioUs visits to this pariicular area enabled then to provide us with ipvalvenle 

inforration regaráing Qescent routes and weather patterns. By evening we hai 
erectrà our snall box tent and built an igloo in which to cock and store e0uip 
Dent. The weather hd renained stable throughcut the £ay and gave every izdicaticn 
of steying gocà. A2thougi: 2 fair anount of powder snow cculd be seen on the Ncth 
lace of tie ocster Gomb, it was decided to attenpt its striking iortn piliar: a 
very steey bitress of rock rising 3,500ft directiy to the sumit and slit or 
the najori iy oî its height by a narrow 'Scottish-like' ice gully. 

The short walk' acroc# the glacier turned out to be an arducus 23hcur curbers te 
shuffle in sno shoes 2nd it was not until 6,00am, on the Saturday norning, that 
we reached the cese o the piliar. Leaving sno shoes behind , a str2igntiorrard 
bergschrund foliowed by e2sy snow slopes led left around the toe of the piller 

ari irto ti.e gally pro. fter an nitial difficult nixed pitoh, lvose powder 
Cverlying the bzse ro ok o° the gally, the climbing for the remainder of the dar 
e3 clisraeterised br short. g°ctions of ice he tween easier Snow slones, Tnterest 
ing (Scotish. Eede 1II-IV) but unconfortable 2s we were conatantiy hanyeed by 
powder avalarches pou:inn, d own the ully after collecting in the funnel above, 
Soft snow at the too rim of the fhunel requirod little efort io fashion tro 
bivvuuc leiges end u Lovd ni[ut's sleep seemed assured, Hiowever, constant rowder 
faliing îron the walls arove continnally buried our equipuent and by morning, 
despi th the eytreme cold, our doin sleepin; bags were veey damp and useless. 

Tie 7 1y above becane nucin narroe 4nd far steeper nd the dirficui ties ot 

thi:. s-ion s0un becne nppeLcnt. "he iret piteh was very s teep and with teei 
and i:l: nntb Iron Uhe cold of the previous night it proved 9 vesy aifficui! 

icad. i ,itllN w had intendd to al tiote leads by doys, the lo0ion harine 

Very 3cst seck nith thhe cecond caryirg food, cookirg equipnent anù re 



hardware,. iowO VET Co] ton had cont.inual problcms with brckina crampon stran3 ano 
often tonà himselr hopping vy stoen icn after a strap had become loo3e, Therc 
fore leaci1 continued to load throughout the whole climb, Tho gully contirued to 
proviie ruatained and steep ice (rrade IV-V), smetime s or dubjou:t quality ard 

requiring constant concentration, The penultimato nitch of the day involved 
short, ice filled, A 2 crack that soon mo rgod into a thjn smear of jcc adhering 
to a stoep wall, and provided exciting aid cl inbing uei ng terrors'. The ice 
eventiually thickened into a steep runnel but erded abruptly beneath a rock bulge. 
Difficul: moves with very poor protection led ontc an easior icc sioye and tle 
only feasible bivouac site, arà ice made chopping ledges diifficul t end wíth 
frozen sleeping bags we spent a cold, nconfortable night. Next day the difficult 
ies continued, with the ice be com ing, if anytihing, mOre rotten. At one point we 
rere forced out onto the wal1l of the lly and olinbed two pitches before a 
diagonal abseii led back into the natural line ; a net gain in height of only ¬0fi. 
One pitch higher Ieach took a 30ft fall when his terrors ripped out of a piartic 
ulariy rotten vertical ru:nel. This however proved to be the last difficult pitch. 
and a aiagonal slope of 5¢-60 ice soon led to a protected bivouac site ayprox 
inately 500ft below the surmit slopes. 

The sunit was teached at noon the next åay, after Gontinuing across the ice 
sloe fron the night's biv ouac site and cl.inbing the easy neve of the suarai 
sloes, Tha weather at this point appeared to b2 changing and during the after 
noon loW cloui ard strong winds hampered our descent. The descent route folloxcd 
the iong srnit riàgo that connected the Rooster Conb with a col separating the 
zidge fro. the Bast ridge of Mt. Hentington. From the col, a descent of its 
hcavily cornised end serac-raked North slope would lead to the West fork of the 
Ruth and cur base camp. Route-finding along the initial dangerous section of thiS 
ridge prcved difficult and it was not until late evening that we reachca the to 
of a gully descending onto the col.. A severe storn had broken and it became 
imperative that we found s ome tvpe of shelter fast. Within an hour we were inside 
a snall sno hole, ani after further digging ve Were able to settle down to a 
comîortable night. Ir the morning the stora had not abated and poor visibility 
made it diíficult to regociate the seracs guarding the entry to the ol. 
haroing traverse had to be made alons the ccrnices on top of the co] to enable 
a safer line of descent down its serac-raked face to be reached. Near vhite-ut 
cond itions nade it difficult to find a quick and safe route down this face end 
a descent from the coj to the glacier below that. wo:ld nornally have taker: 
1 hours took us ? hours! The fresh snow cf the last two days nade the welk 
across the glacier exhausting and it was not until late on the fifth dy out 
thet we arrived back at our base camp. 

The foliouing íour deys (9th to12 th) were spent resting and replenishing sore 
of our depie e	 re serve S, The weather cleared on the second rest daz enabling 
DE to czy out equi gnent and particularly sleeping bags. On leaving the V.k. we 
had been optiuisti: about climbing one route, and iwo routes had seemei highiy 
unlikely, so when the weather cleared anå save every indicetion of renaining 
stabie rero kcen to make the m.ost of it. Ouzr gecond cbjectivo wae to be the 
4.0002t icst face of 3ft. Euntington, and to reacih the base of this face it wouli 
be secossary to orcas over its North Me st (Pranch) ridge and descend to the 
Tokos i2. Giacier. Leaving at 9.00an on the morning. f the 13tia, we snowshoed 

12p the Weei. Pork until we were below the Frenchn Icefal1 thai descer�s fron the 

Brench Col. Gocd tracks lef by a party attempting the Frenel1 Ri£ge led up 
through the seracs and onto the col, and irot here an easy snow gully gave a 

zaihon eji descent to the Tokosite Glucier below, We had dei�ed to dig. 
ai stoch with severa) dey' s food, a srovnole at the base of the guily to 
eneble us to retrea io a sale placë i.n the event of a storn, Trou here the 
3ne up ihe fac: was imKediately obyious, On the lower halr f the face n 
elegent ;i]lar of roc formed a favlt 1ine with the main angie of he iace 



and at the back of this w. 3 A 8teep ioe couloi, MLoy 1,500ft the cOloi 
faded a*the pillar mCrrrd into the faco abovo, but, a ríninr día;onaL 1 20Jt continucd a0ro8 the f'aco to join the Jlarverà ridgo ncar ibo junction i tn 
the zench ride. 

Ry 6.00am wc had left the onow hole and n00n afteruarda had Crossed the auiuard 
beigschrnd that guarded the botton of the coioir, The iaitial nl tchen were 
steep, 70°.-75° And Col ton, whose day it was to lcad, immediateiy beran to 
eXperience roblems i th hig crampon strapr, Ihach, intont on having 2 "1o 
onxiety' day declined the icad so forcing Co)to) to conti nue hopping! T'he 
character of the cìin.bing was more 'alpine', ag opposed to the Scottish" 
nature of the Roosker Conmb, Pitches were sustained at one particular angle and 
the couloir rac broad and therefore the ciinbing felt oen and exposed. After 
four pitches the angle cascd to 60° -65°, but gteepened for the fina1 pitches to 
be tween 75 -°. The crux lead was a vory gustainod 80°-85° jce pitch íth very 

noor be lays in hollOw ice. It was 9.00pn beforo the ton of the couloir was 
reacheà and a suitable place to stop for the nitht could be found. . further 
L.00am sturt the next moning saw us traversin tho eacicr srno slopos that 
marked the continuation of the fault linc, Jnitially easy c]imoing aliowed us 
to move togethor but Kradually the fault line be cane less wel] pronouncem and 
consequently tne climhing be cane harder, The tinal five pitches proviced very 
difficult mixcd clinbing (grade IV) as the now narrow fault line nerged into 
the Harvard ite. A noderate snow slope led up the ridge to just below its 
junction wiih the French ridge, where a large block provided protected bivouac 
site. it Mas ni�night before we had rinished cooking, the end of tmo very long 
days vhich left us tired. 

Tho following ncrning thick cloud had noved in quickly from the south ard it 
ras decided to aake a hurried descent to the snow hole before the stom brcke. 
The sunmit bore little relation to our route as the West face finished at the 
apex of the iarvard and French ridges and sc there seemed no point in attenptiag 
to reach the sumnit with a storm already apon us. Aftor haif a dozen zbseils 
iown the Harvard ridge, fixed rope used on earl ier ascents began to gho thrcugh 
the thin snow covering and by using their anchors we veze aole to loose heigat 
very quickly. In cix hcurs we were at the base of the ri
ze and uy late afternoon 
ie had crosS2d the Tokositna Clacier and were back at the snow cave. Dariy next 
inorning, wi bh the tracks lead ing down the gully froa the Frenen col still frozen, 
we made a rapiå ascent end descent ovex the col to the West fork of the Ruth. It 
remained clouáy throughout the morning making the descent down the French icefall 
from the col tricky, however we were back at cur base camp only four hours aftez 

iext morning (the 18th), the storm had passed over leaving only a light cover of 
Enow. Phe weather cleared and although tired it seemed sensible to move base camp 
orer to the Kahiltna Glac ier, from where we could atiempt the 6.000ft North 
buttzess of Mt. ~iunter. After kicking a large 0UT ja the snow we sat back to 
Cnjoy cOne eun. Lete that afternoon ludson loy in to pick us uD and by ¬.00rm 
We had erected basë caup two. The Worth uttIC 3S lo0xeà in good cond i iion, however 
ire ccnstant frontpointing on the two previous coutes together with a nilà degrec 
o f:05 tiip ha ieft both Colton and each's t.oes in a very ender state. in 
sujero weaiher we spert gevcral frustrating days iiting ior the teinde rness and 
STnsirg to subside. After four days or the Kahi)tra Glacier the weather began to 
ietericrute ad an un favourabie forecasi ge ve ).ittie oncouragement for the foiiowing 
iOek. It wag deciied that if we waited f'or the wealher to inprove ii vould leuve 

iiih insuficient tine lo us to attcapt tBe North buttregs and also tl.ere was 
nG puaranse tkat ouz toes woulá havG vecevured suificiontly io withstand turthe 
sgtainei frontpgintinsg without becom i1g perManently dauageç, Therefcre an tiep 
to cliri ag hígn 82 wa posrible on the Wet. httrens of Mt, ifciirle, boiore 

ieaving the snow hole. The round trip had taken 4% days. 



oither Md wenthe or lack of focd forced ng down., g0emcd a suitable a). LernatiVe. e ronle appeared no nore than a long walk and tho acclinatisatj on ezperience would be seful for oUr forthc om ing, expedition in the Autuan. 
On the morning of the 26th we started the long walk un the Kahiltna Glacier, dragging a sled loaded with our tent and seven dava focd and fuel. 8 niles and 

7% hours later we had reached the canp site at 10.500ft and after a similar 
tine the next day arrived a 14 ,000t. Technical difficulties up to thiu point had been no more than a steep snow slope and pulling the sled caused nore problen3 4.hat the actual climbing. he weather over the foll owing four days was storTtY with high winâs and had we not found a cache of food left fron the previous yer 
this turn in the weather would have forced our re turn, The morning of lay 2nd dasned clear and we departed for the canp site at 17,000ft, leaving behind our 
tent but taking the remainder of our food, Fixed rope aided our progres3 up to 
16.000ft and fron there an easy rook ridge led un to the camp site. Three English 
climbers, kho had been forced to traverse of the West rib in the last stcra joined 
our party and we dug a five-man snow hole for shelter, Next norning he veather 
had closi in yet aga in and extremely high winds made it impossible to move. 
The stor: continued the following day but on the morning of the th it shoxed 
si gns of nprovement. Ae food was once again running low we decided to make a 
push for ihe sunnit and after 7 hours of clinbing through strong winds and semi 
whiteout, we succeeded in reaching the summ it, e were back in the snow hole in 
a very fast 12 hovrs. Next norning the weather was perfeci and after setting of 
îron 17,000rt at 11.00an we had made it to our base camp on the Kahil tne Glacier 
by 10.30pmn that sane evering. it. McKinley base camp had changod drastically 
since clur cepariure 11 deys previously. Flights in and out of the air strip were 
now quite regular and we managed to obtain a flight the next norning, arriving 
back in Talkeetna by mid-afternoon. By 6.00pn ve were back at our iriends aparient 

CONCLUSI ON 

The Alaskan mountains provide inmense scope for first asoents on difficult enå 
technical paaks. The range and variety of objectives is perhaps unsurpassed by 
any cther Lountain chain outside the Himalaya. The great hight cf nary of the 
îaces, even on nountains of low altituae, provide the alpinist with cìimbs that 
feel Hinalayan in scale, yet have few of the difficulties reiating to access and 
acclinatization (excepting it. Mckinley) associated wi ththat are a. Bota the North 
piliar of the Pocster Coub and the West face of Mt. Huntington produced sustained 
Glinbing of a very high standard. Both routes are destined to becCns classics, 
pioviáing interesting ciimbing on a striking feaiure of each respective face. Qur 
&sceni G the Hest buttress of Mt. McKinley proviied the finishing touch to a 

7ery succesefui expe£ition. 
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in ~nchoxage. "e flew beck to England two days later, on the 9th of May, content 
and satisfied with the routes we had clinbed., 



INCQ.E 
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EXPEDITiON CASH BALAN CE CET 

Mount verest foundati on 
Briiish Mountaineering Council 

Personal contri butions 
(2 X 322. 50) 

EXENDITU:E 

Adainistration and inf ormation 
Food Freeze aried 

Fresh 
Cliunbing eçuipneni 

Air feres 

Total 

Gatwick to Anchorage, 
Talkee tna to base, re turn 

retirn 

Tota] 

200. 00 
150, 00 

645. 00 

2 995. 00 

26. 00 
47. 00 

173. 00 
114, 00 
362. 00 
273. 00 

995. 00 
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