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INTRODUCTION

Alaska is perheps one of the finest alpine climbing ercas in the worid, A

chain of mountains up to 25 niles acress and 400 miles long stretehing across
the sub-oretic state of Alaska and offering unlimited scope for every aspect
of mountainecering, The Himalayan scale of such pesks es Mb., McKinley (20,220)
and Mt. Foraker (17 400) provide routes of ciireme lengih ytogether with the
provlen ¢l acclimatization that is associated with mountains of their altitudz
Smalier peaks such as Mt. Huntington (12,240) or the Moose's Touth (10,233)
which corprise ihe majority cf the peaks within the Alaskan ranze heve ridsos
and feces of excepiional difficulty, requiring the highest technical s*tandards
on reck as well as ice, Until relatively recent times expeditions engzged orn
first escents often enployed big mountein sieze tacties to clinb most of the
larger faces in Alaska and even mountains of low altitude e.g. Mt. Huntington
were sieged on their Jirst ascents. However, cver the lant ten years bold and
exciting elpine ascents of very difficult covjcetives, N, Dicky South face or
the Zast frce of the locse's Tecoth end guifc rccently the South-Test face of
¥t, lNc¥inley, have illustrated the true potentizl of Alaska's mountains: nazely
extrene zlpinisu,

expedition, consisting of Tim Lezch and Nick Colton
be placed on making Tirst ascents of very
egree of tecnaical interest. It was folt thai
to eazier but Al’hur attitude climbs on such
L. Yedinley wvonid provide e better x i testing cround for voth
t and idess, wiich could then hopefull - 2pplied to 2 forthecaing
to the very techrical South-Tast pillar of fnnapurne ITY, &nvuonn

4. MeKinley National Favk was chosen as the most sultable arca of {he
range, 4o ihere is & lavee :mount of inrormation, particularly photogravhs,that
iz readily availabie, 2 also appeared To be a number of suit objec
within ¢lose pquJultv Lo one anclher. April and early May secwed Lo hove one
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seitied poriodz of weather and therefore the objectives chosien wono
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znpled towercs difficult mixed 3 ee it was folb that hard rock climbing
would b Aot imooscible in the -20°to -30°0 temveratures experienced at dhat
time of whe year. initial wetlve wae Lo bo the 3,500,
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edger end & goed nightte slecp seemed assured,

wse camp on the South-sast ferk of the Kahiltna ¢
had been attewpted previcusly by other parties bul res

appeared to 3‘-’!)\"?(1“ diffienls clinbing un a olansic Yorvinsg 1in~2.
3 \ ingoAl

acler. A1l throe

ainaed anclinbed,

direct Trom the WX, to Maska on Sunday, «9th, larch.
several days were spent buying the neceszary food
, whilst slowly recovering from jet lag. During the
both in transit to and from the mountains, we stayed
and are cternally grateful for their h""viz'xr,y.
, on the Veancsday we obiained a 1ift travelling vp the Alnska
Talkeetna, and therefore saved several deys waiting as the onLy other
-ansport would have been the once-a-week train Lo Fairvenls. Arriving
tlhat evening we immediately checked in with our glacier pllo«,
n. and arranged for the Mt, NcKinley Wational Tark Werden %o b2
W exyecdition was due to depart for the meuntainc., Low elouc
ity vrevented all flighis into the Park the next day. However, the
ihe 3rd. wes clear and by nocn our small, heavily laden plane h2d
v the hour-long flight into the Ruth AmphltncaJ-,. The flight np
2z magnificent, the Ruth Glacier surrounded by Its- 3,000-5,000 ft
snite revealed uwabelicvedle potential for desperate cllmu1n€!

nf equipment,
in Ancnurvm‘.
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o' was to be on the West fork of the Ruth Glacier, below in=

zce of ¥i. Huntington. From here the North face of the Rooss

shan a short walk away, and the West face of Mt. Huntirglon

is the ¥rench Col on the North West ridge, Several hours vers

z With four Americans who were already encamped on the glacier.
i t

' huse cam
North £

more

to this particular area enabled them to provide us with ipvalueonle
rarding descent rouues and weatner pa tterns., By ¢V°ning we bad
21l box LD
2p had 27
. Althougr: e fair amount of powder snow cculd be seen on the loxin
cster Comb, it was decided to attempt its striking forin Dil"r' &
imtrese of rock rising 3,500t directly to the swnrit and split T
v of its height by a parrow 'Scottisn~like' ice gully.

walk! acrocs the glacier turned cut to be an arducus 23hecur curbersoens
snow shoes znd it was not until 6.00am, on the Saturday morni
ine tzee of the piliar. Leaving snov shees behind, a straigut
slopes ied left around the toe ol the
nroper, After on Initizl difficult mixed pitck, lJoose p
resk o the gully, the climbing for the remainder of the day
N
t

bv srort smctions of ice hetween easievr snow slenes. *n'orent—
110-1v) but uncomfortable as we were constantiy hanve

s vouring down the gully after collecting in the fumel abdbove,

tLL toe rim of the fonnel required little erfort to fashion two

3 Hovever, constant rowder

om the waile above continnzlly buried our equipacnt Pnd by morning,

e evtreme cold, cur doun sleeping bags were vecy damp and useless,
above became much narvover and far steepar and the difficultics ot
Linp goon becanme il rm':i,. fhe Cirst piteh wes very steen and with o

kb frem Lhe ol the previous night it proved 2 U
Jly we Jn1~;i<»A to altornate leads by doys, the leadex b
cx A ceeond cnrryleg food, cooking equiprent ant spare




hardware, lowever Golton had continual problems

N s with breaking crampon stravs and
often Tonnd himself hopning vp steen

ice after a strap hod become loose, Theye-
fore hﬁhﬂxcontinued to lead throughout the whole ¢limb, The gully continued to
provide rustained and steen jce (Frade TV- -V), somebimes of dubjous cuality and
requiring constant cencentyation, The penultinmate

ate pitch of the day involved &
short, ice filled, A 2 crack that soon merred into a thin smear of jcc adhering

to a steep wall, and provided exciting aid climbing using 'terrors'. fhe ice
eventually thickened into a steep runnel Lut erded abruptly oenunlh a rock bulge.
Difficull moves with very roor protection led onte an easier iec sloype and tlic
only feasible bivouac site. Hard ice made chopping ledges difficult end with
{rozen sleeping bags we spent a cold, uncemfortable night, Next day the difficult-
ies continued, with the ice vecoming, if anything, more rotten. At one point we
vere forced out onto the wall of the gully and climbed two pitches before a
diagonal abseil led back into the natural line; a net gain in height of only €Of%,
One pitch higher Ieach took a 30ft fall when his terrors rvipped out of a puriic-
wlarly rotten vertical runnel. This however proved to be the last difficult pitenr
and a diagonal slope of 50-60°ice soon led to a protected bivouac sitc approx-
imately 500ft below the swmmit slepes.,

The suumil was reached at noon the next day, after continuing across the ice

slope from the night's biveuac site and climbing the easy neve of the swmmit

slomes, The weather at this point appeared to b: changing and during the after-

noon low cloud ard strong winds hemrersd our descent. The descent route followcd

the long cummit ridge that connected the Reoster Comb with a col separating the
o P 1

Iids» frow the Bast ridge of Mt. Huntington. From the col, a descent of its

heavily corniced and scrac-raked Korth slope would lead +o the West fork of tre

Ruth and cur bvase camp., Route-finding along the initial dangerous secticn of This
ridge proved difficult and it was not until late evening that we reachcd the top
of a gully descending onto the col., A severe storm had broken and it becams
imperative that we found some type of shelter fast. Within an hour we were inzide
a small snow hole, and after further digging we were able to settle down 1o a
coeniortable night. In the morning the storm had not abated and poor visibility
made it ¢ifficult to regociate the seracs guarding the entry to the col, 2
harrowing traverse had to be made along the ccrnices on top of the cel %o enable
a safer lire of descent down its serac-raked face to be reached. Near wh o
conditions made it difficult to find a quick and safe reute down this face and
a descent from the col to the glacier below thai would normally have taker
1% hours took us 7 hours! The fresh snow of the lasi two days made the welk
zcross the glacier exhausting and it was not until late on the fifth day oul
thet we arrived back at our base camp,
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The foliosing four days (Gth tol2th) were spent resting and replenishing some
of our depleicd reserves, The weather cleared on the second rest day enabling
ve to fry oot ejuipment and particularly sleeping bags. On leaving the UK. we
had been optimistic about climbing one route, &nd iwo routes had seemed highly
vnlikely, so when ihe weather cleared and qzve Pvery indicaticn of rewaining
siablie wr werc keen to make the most of it. Our second cbjective wac to be the
4.0000t West face of Mi. Hunbington, and to reach the base of this face it would
be cas over its Norvth Vest (Franch} ridge =#nd descend to the
Tokesit leaving at 9.00am on the morning. ol the 13th, we snowshoed
vy the until we were below the French Icefall that descends from the
i) tracks left by a party attempting the French Ridge led up
nerses apé onto the col, and from here an easy snew gully gave a
Corward deacent Lo the Tokositnr Glacier below., We had decided to dig,
ith several doy's food, a crownole at the base of the gully %o
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epnzble ug Lo re b

4o a safe place ia the event of a storm, Frow here lhe
Jine un the facs was lmmediately obvious, On the lower half of the

inme
o of

villar of rock formed & fevlt line with the main angl
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% Y hd ,
ana at the bt of this w. 5 a steo foe cowlofr. Afler 1’.)/){)“, the ecouloir

l.“d(\d as™*ihoe 3\111;'1‘ merend into the foo "ll){\Vf‘, but, 2 riaing diaronsl fault
continucd acyooss the

o Face Lo Jodn the Jlarverd ridgo near its junction with
the ¥rench ridpe.

Ry 6.00am we had 1eft the snow hele and noon aftervardo had crossed the awkvward
bergschrund that guarded the bottem of fhe countoir, The initial nltchen were

g [ . ,
ateep, T0°-75% and Colion, whose day it was to lcad, immediately began to

CXPCYiONCQ “rqblvmn with his erampon straps, lnooh, intent on having 2 'low
anxiety' dey declined i}

the Lead so forcing Colton to continue hopping! The
{f 4o Tsmhi i |
charvacter of ihe climbing was more 'alpine', as opposed to the 'Scottish’

nature of the kLoosier Comb, Vitches were mstained at one p?ﬂ‘tiCUlaT anzle and
the couloir wor broad and therefore {)e

o he elimbing felt open and exposed. After
four pitches the angle cased to €0° =657, but stecpened for the final pitches wo
between 75° -F5°, The crux lead was a very sustained £0°-85° jee piteh with very
poor belays in hollow ice. It was 9.00pm before the top of the couloir was
reached and 4 suitable place to stop for the night could be found. 4 furiher
£.002m stury Ahe next morning suw us traversing the eacier snow slopes Lnat
marked the continuation of the fault line. Initially easy ¢limbins aliowed us
to move topctiher but sradually the fault line became less wel) vronounced and
consequently ine climbing became harder. The finsl five pitches provided very
diffiecult mixcd clinting (grade IV) as the now narrow fault line merged inko
the Harverd »icoc, A moderzte snow slope led up the ridge to just below its
Junction with the TFrench ridge, where a large block provided a protected bivouzc
site. 1t was midnight before we hed finished cooking, the end of two very long
days which 1eft us tired.

Tho

The folloving morning thick cloud had moved in cuickly from the south and it

was decided to maxe a hurried descent to the snow hole before the storm broke.
The summit bore little relation to our route as the West face finished at the
avex of the Farverd and French ridges and sc there seemed no point in atienptiag
Lo reach the summit with a storm already apon us, After haif a dozen zbzeils

Gown the Harvard ridge, fixed rope used-on earlier ascents began to show throuzh
the thin snow covering and by using their anchors we were able to lonse neiznt
very cuickly. In cix hours we were at the base of the ridze and Ly late afierncca
we had crosszd the Tokositna Clacier and were bvack at the snow cave, BEsrly next
morning, with the tracks leading down the gully from the French col s%ill frozen,
ve mzade a rapid ascent and descent over the col {o the VWest fork of the Ruth. It
remained cloudy fthroughcut the morning mzking the descent down the French icefzll
frem the col tricky, newever we were back at cur base camp only four hours afier
iezving the snow hole, The round trip had taken 4% days.

vext morning {the 16th), the storm had passed over leaving only a light cover of
enow. The weather cleared and although tired it ceemed sensible to move Yise camp
over to the Kabiltna Glacier, from where we covld atiempt the §,C00f% Norih
vurtress of Mt. Hunter., After kicking a large 'OUT' ja the snow we sail bhack to
cnjoy some egun, Lete that afternoon Hudson lew in to pick us up and by €.00cm
we hsioerected base camp iwo, The Worth ntlress looked in good condition. however
ire censtent frontpointing on the two previous routes Logether with a mild degree
ol Tvostinip nad 1clt both Colion and leach's toes in a very lender state. in
supern wealrer we spent geveral frusiraling days wciting for the tenderness and
vrulging Yo subside, After four days on the ¥ahiline Glacier the weather began to
Cetericrete and an unfavouravle forecast geve litile cncouragement for ihe fodl
yeer, 1 waz decided Yhot if we waited for thie weatlher to improve {4 vould leay
20 withn dnsulficient time foy us to atteant the North buttress and also tlere was
56 gusran<ee 4rat our ieoes would have vecevered surficiently Lo wilhsiand twethew
1 net Prontnointing withovt becoming permanently dawaged, Therefeoye an ciicont
o elint sz nipn ag wos poenible on the wWeot mttress of M, Mellialey, before
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either had weather or lack of foca forced us down, ecemed a auitable allernative.

e ronte :1!\:‘:::i11~pd 00 more thun a long walk and the acelimatisation esperience
wowld be nseful for our forthcominx expedition in the Autunn.

on the morning of the 2€4h we started the long walk vp the Kahiltna Glacier,
dragging 2 sled loaded with our tent and seven days focd and fuel. © miles and

7% hours later we had reached the camp site at 10,500t and after a similar

time the next day arrived a 14,000ft, Technioal difficultics up to this point

had been no more than a steep snow slope and pulling the sled caused more problems
hat the actual climbing., The weather over the following four days was stormy

with high winds and had we not found a cache of food left from the previous year
this turn in the weather would have forced our return, The morning of Hay 2nd
dawned clear and we departed for the camp site at 17,000ft, leaving behind our
tent but taking the remainder of our food. I'ixed rope aided our progress up to
16,000{t and from there an easy rock ridge led up %o the camp site. Three ®Wnglish
climbers, who had been forced to traverse of the Wiest rib in the last sterm joined
our party aad we dug a five-man snow hole for shelter. Next morning 4he weather
had closd in yet again and extremely high winds made it impossible

Lo MOVE.
The storm continued the following day but on the morning of the Sth it showed

signs of inprovement. As food was once again running low we decided to mzke a

>3

push for the surmit and after 7 hours of climbing through streng winds and semi-

14

whiteoui; we succeeded in reaching the summit, Ve were back in the snow hole in

a very fast 17 hours, Next morning the weather was perfeci and after setting off

from 17,0007 at 11.00am we had made it to our base camp on the Kahiltna Glzcier

y 10.30pm that same evening, lit. McKinley base camp had changed drastically

since owr aeparwure 11 days previously, Flights in and out of the air strip were
33

now cuite regular and we managed to obtain a flight the next morning, arriving

back in Talkeetna by mid-afternoon. By 6.00pm we were back at our iriends apariwent
in inchoreage. Te flew back to England iwo cays later, on the 9th of May, content
and satisfied with the routes we had climbed,

(oo g

CONCLUSION

The Alaskzn mountains provide irmmense scope for first ascents on diffic a
technical pesks. The range and variety of objectives is perhaps unsurpassed by
2ny ciher wountain chein cutside the Himalaya. The great hight of many of the
faces, even on mountains of low altituvde, provide the alrinist with climbs
¢
acclimatization (excepting Mt. McKinley) associated withthat area. Both th
pillar of %the Rooster Coub and the West face of IM%, Huntington produced s
s
bi

ciimbing of 2 very high standard. Beth routes are destined to become cla
2ioviding interesting climbing on a striking feaiure of each respective
scent of the Vest butiress of Mt. McKinley provided the finishing touch
very successful expedition,
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Mount Iverest foundation

British Mountaineorlng Council

Personal contributions

(2 X 322, 50)

Total

Adninistraiion ang information

Food Freeze dried
Fresh

Climding eguipmeni

Air fares Gatwick to Anchorage, return
Talkeetna %o base, return

Total

Y BIHITISH ALASIAN BXPuDITION, STRING 1081,

200. 00
150, 00

645, 00

£ 995. 00
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