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Dear Brigadier Barker-Wyatt,

You will | am sure be glad to hear that we have had an extremely interesting and
successful season at Cusichaca during 1981, The reconnaissance teams, led by David
Drew who was responsible for most of the work, made some interesting discoveries and
I enclose a copy of the report which details fhe five treks undertaken.

I know it is very late to be sending you an invitation and | do hope you will accept my
apologies for the delay. We are having a reception next Wednesday at the Institute of
Archaeology during which | shall give a short illustrated talk on the 1981 season and
outline plans for the future. It would be a pleasure to us if you could come but failing
that, perhaps you can suggest someone else from the Foundation who might be interested
and able to come at such short notice. | do sincerely apologise for the delay in sending
you this invitation. The people we have invited represent those academic and institutional
bodies who have supported us since we started the Project in 1977, together with a few of
our major sponsors, and | am sure you would find it interesting to meet some of them as
well (I hope) to hear my talk.

| should also like to say how much | appreciate the support of the Mount Everest
Foundation in 1979, 1980 and 1981, and | trust you will onvey my gratitude fo your
Trustees.

With best wishes for 1982,

Yours sincerely,

,’)/3 Dr. Ann Kendall &/13 gﬂc@‘/ﬁ
" Director
(dictated by Dr. Kendall and signed

in her absence)
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1981, Trekking, Short Freliminary Report.

As in 1980, 1981 Reconnaissance was made up of a mixture

of more immediately local investigation with exploration

further afield to link Cusichaca with larger communications
systems and to compare settlement patterns, This year much local

work concentrated to the east of the Cusichaca river.

Thus 1, 2 and 3 explored further up the Guesca and Chchorro
valleys and examined the links between these two rivers, and the
upper Cusichaca valley, with Limatambo. Most of this ares is
above 3,800 metres and unlikely to yield many archaeological
sites apart from look-outs, small tambo structures and sections
of road. Ethnographic work and studies of modern settlement
patterns have also been carried out and most of this area has
now been thoroughly explored, although our one major remaining
concern is to follow the Inca road between the Inchiriaska and
Toqto passes which would appear to continue eastwards towards
Sondor and Zurite. At the end of the season a reliable local
informant assured us that there are traces of paved road still
visible in the upper reaches of the valleys descending to

Limatambo., Tnis report will be followed up in 1582,

West of Cusichaca, Trek 4 investigated the south side of the
Urubamba river between Cusichaca itself and Chachabamba and the
approaches to Machu Ficchu., Much interesting material was
encountered and we were able to confirm the existence of a pre-
Hispanic road system running the length of this bank of the

river, no doubt originally connecting with Machu Ficchu's satellite
sites, such as Runku Raccay and Phuyu Fata Marka along steep

minor river valleys now densely overgroun,

Trek 5 was the largest expedition of the season and continued

last year's work at the head of the Santa Teresa valley. This
also encountered a number of sites of different periods, posing
somé problems of dating and well preparing ourselves both for

more detailed archaeological examination of particularly important
representative sites and for a concentrated reconnaissance of

the zone between the Santa Teresa valley and Machu Ficchu in

1982,



Trek 1, 27 = 25th June: Us Urew, F. Aylmer, Javier Loronel

plus one mule up to the Cruzccassa Fass

This short trek betwueen kampacahuana and Limatambe via the

rio Ccollpa attempted to locate the eastward continuation

of the Inca roaoc documented last year between the Incachiriaska

and Toqto passes, It also investigated the possibility of
pre-Hispanic occupations in the valley and along the ridges
on the descent to Limatambo., Bad weather prevented the
proper exploration of the area just over the Lruzccassa
pass (4,200 m.) and no sign of the road was encountered.

Evidence of pre-Inca terracing was located in the mid-valley

reaion (3,700 m.) although without the presence of contemporary

or Inca structures,

Trek 2. June 30th - 3rd July: 0. Drew, N. Drewnicki,

A. Mortimore, V. Facheco,

plus 1 horse throuchout.

fxplored the area between the Luesca and Chchorro valleys
enc also reconnoitred at the head of the lLuesca valley to
the couth-east in the vicinity of Suttirumuyoc and the
sccoccasse pass (4,350 m.). The latter links Huayunay

and the Sillgue valley with Limatambo via, what local
inhabitants informed us, was anaother valley named Ccollrsa.
~n interestinc discovery was that of the existence of tuwo
rectangular structures at an altituce of 4, 050 m, on a
levelled area of lanc on the Chchorro side of the ridge
dividing the Wuesca and Chchorro valleys. Though certain
architectural details do not appear diagnostically Ince,
these buildings may well have been an Inca lookout, built
by local workmen, offering the possibility of direct anc fast
communications between the Inca road passing through the
Incechiriaska pass and the site of Incasamana in the (uesca
valley, They directly face Mount Salcantay and the pass,
and are also only & short distance awvay, via a well-uorn

trackway, from Incesamana below,
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He Kendall, U. Drew, J« Houwley,

Trek 3, July 15th - 19th: U, Farker, F. Knock, Ja stokes,

N, Lara Varnas, . Facheco,

J. Lorenel, plus 2 mules,

This was in part a follow-up trip to Trek 2. Ur. Kendall

was able to verify the likely Inca date of the two structures
previously encountered,

Soil samples were taken seeeeese by ONE Qroup. H second
group accompanied by Ur. Kendall initiated an ethnographic
study in the Chchorro valley.eeeeeons 4 third continued via
4ibra Accoccassa into the eastern Ccollpa valley leading to
Lecheria and Limatambo and reconnoitred passes and the upper
reaches of valleys between this pass and Fampacahuana. No
certain traces of Inca road were located, or of pre-Hispanic
occupations, though the ease of communications betueen the
head of the Luesca valley and Limatambo, Fampacahuana and
Sissypampa via kccoccassa would sugoest that this must zlwayc

have been a much-used route,

Trek 4. hugust Sth - 8th: Db, Orew, F. Gilbert, A. Fetrie,

U. Farker, V. kFacheco.

Explored the south bank of the Urubamba river between hkuayFa
Luente and Chachabamba. Llear remains of ancient roac uwere
encountered betueen Torontoy anc Lhachabamba anc direct com-
munications during the Inca period, along this side of the
river between Cusichaca and iMachu Ficchu would appear certein,
Further linkage between this route and runcu Raccay via the

Facamayo river would also seem highly likely.

Extensive terrace systems were located where the Facamayo

flows into the Urubamba, (altitude 2,250 m.) more than can be seen
from the railuay liné on the opposite bank. Un the

north side of the river at Llamacancha, another system of

formal terracing was noted from the hillside on the Facomayo

side of the river, Wwell preserved sections of irrigation

canal and three Inca structures were documented and planned.

The latter group of two small anc one large rectangular



structures on a terrace above the riverbank was prohably &
control point, standing as it does to the west of the
Pacomayo at its junction with the Urubamba and before access
dounriver narrows at the base of a cliff., No further Inca
constructions in a qgood state of preservation were found,
although foundations of probable Inca walls and the re-use

of uorked granite boulders in more modern walls suggest the
existence of a group oF'structures at the base of the rocky
outcrop close to-the riverside. OUne of the two major irriga-

tion canals leads into this area, a possible situation for

ritual activity.

Much of the area is extremely overgrown and there remains
the possibility of further minor Inca structures yet to be
found. A Reconnaissance team will return to the immediate
Facomayo area in 1982 to undertake further work there anc

on the north bank of the river, It will also explore up the

river for signs of an Inca road ascending the valley.

tetueen Facomayo and Chachabamba the clearest signs of
ancient road were encountered, supported by terrace wall 1n
places anc stepped in the steeper sections, notably in the

zig-zagging ascent and descent over a small pass at a benc

in the river immediately before Chachabamba.

Fre-Inca terracino fed by & vertically cescendinc irrigation
canal (easily visible from the north bank of the river),
circular structures anc the remains of a tomb were founc
dounriver beneath the quebrada to the west of Huayna Qu=znto.
Signs of pre-Inca occupation vere documented also at Faccmavo.
No pre-Inca sites uere encountered beneath there although

the likely existence of further pre-Inca sites on the north
side of the Urubamba between Torontoy and the Facamayoc ar=a

vas also noted.



Trek 5. Auqust 13th = 31st: . Urewy, Ho Lunniss, F. Gilbert,

h, Maddisson, K. Foster,

0. Farker, VU, Facheco,plus 6 mules
and 1 horse for 7 days.
In 1980 a Reconnaissance team reached the head of the Santa

Teresa river valley at Colpapampa via the passes around Mount

Salcantay and the Salcantay river. Stretches of Inca road
were followed between Sisaypampa and Lolpapampa and a

larqge site of some complexity discovered at blateriayoc where
the Totora, Challan and Salcantay rivers meet, This year

an expedition consolidated this work, exploring the Santa

Teresa valley and also attempting to locate further traces

of the Inca road passing through Colpapampa, Totora,
Yanama and ultimately continuing onto Vitcos. Bad weather
prevented the completion of this since the Yanama pass was
covered in heavy snow and could not be negotiated. Houwever,

the extra time thus spent in the Lolpapamoa/Totora area proved

very worthuhile.

. number of circular anc rectangular structures, and an example
of 2 tomb, were cleared at rlatesriayoc anc a surface collec-
tion of pottery formed. The larqge majority of this, as well

ac material from the walls of two circular structures, is of
ince date, both local domestic anc a small amount of finer
jmporteo wares, The existence of diagnostic Inca pottery

in the mud mortar of the circular structures would suzgest

thet although they are architecturally of an accepted pre-

Inca-type, they are of a later date than might be expsctec.

Further groups of circular structures were located at a

higher altitude, 3,480 m., On a ridge overlooking the heao

of the Santa Teresa and on the hillsides in the Totora Valley
7,000 - 2,300 m. In some places associated with small terrace
systems, they are all of pre-Inca architecturai form. The
limited amount of surface pottery collected could not however

zid the dating of these sites.

Further stretches of probable Inca road were documented close
to the town of Totora, 3,200 m., and between Totora and Abra

yznamaz., kht Totora itself the existence of Inca buildings is

sugoested amongst the present day dwellings although little



Can probably be clarified withoul excavation. In this broad
and relatively fertile part of the valley, presently famous
for the quality of its potatoes, it would be surprising if
there were not an Inca Tambo or control point along the road.
It is only 3 - 4 hours walk from the Yanama pass. No other

evidence of Inca-type structures or terracing was located in

the Totora valley.

A short reconnaissance was undertaken up the Challan valley

following local reports of an Inca site overlooking the

Apurimac on the south side of a pass at the head of the river

Challan.

this site.

However, bad weather also prevented the team's reaching

Sr. Victor Delgado of Colpapampa, an elderly and reliable man

who has provided us with much valuable local information, tolcd

us that a branch of the Inca road between the Inchiriaska pass

and Colpapampa leaves the main road a little below the Salcantay
pass and continues at high altitude in a south-westerly direction,
leading eventually to the above mentioned site., We had indeged

noticed where this secondary road breaks off from the main route

in 1980.

If reports about this road and the group of ruins, locally called
'Abuela Vieja', are true then it is quite possible that this
route provided access to the important Inca site of Chogueguirac
from the east of that 'Abuela Vieja' is a link in a chain of
sites overlooking the Apuriméc. A number of different local
sources attest to the existence of the site and from their
descriptions it would appear to consist of a group of six to
eight Inca structures with associated terracing. It is to be
hoped that the weather in 1982 will not be so troublesome and
that we can docate this site. There is now only one means of
access, it having no communications with the Apurimac below.
Neither are there any modern settlements in the area. It is

only ever visited by local herdsmen.

In the Santa Teresa valley different types of structures were
found above Miscabamba on the west side of the river at a site
called Chaqui Orcco, 2,460 ms The most interesting was an

Inca storehouse of five compartments with small windows at the



floor level of 3 of the compartments and with ventilation shafts

running across the building beneath. It is of the same general
design as those found close to Ullantaytambo. The dating of

it within the Inca period would seem 85 yet uncertain. NO

other structures characteristically of Inca date were encountered
close by, though the area is thickly coated in montana and this

particular site was only reached with local assistance. A large

from the storehouse, well

circular structure stands some 30 m.
constructed of coursed slates and quite distinct, and also 1n

a better state of preservation, than other circular structures

No pottery was collected in associat
ticular

found in the area. ion
t and it is again difficult to assign to it a par

Remains of further walls and the foundations of other
A consider-

with i

date.

circular buildings were noted in the dense jungle.
able work of clearance must be undertaken before the relations

between these can more easily be established.

Hiram Bingham describes how in 1915 he discovered a similer

ace called Yurak Rumi, along

though smaller, storehouse at a pl
There

a road that he claimed linked Vitcos with Machu Picchu.

is a ridge called Yurak Rumi 2 - 3 kms. beneath Chaqui Orcco.

It may well be that both storehouses lie along the same Inca

road crossing the Sacsara, Santa Teresa and Aobamba valleys.

Local informants suggested this was the case.

Lin attempt was made to locate the Inca site of Llactapata, also

visited by Bingham, and any vestiges of road between the Santa
Teresa and Aobamba,
and only a few circular structures identified. The team

eventually reached the Aobamba a little below Falccay. Aknother

However, no clear signs of road were found

attempt will be made to locate Llactapata in 1982,

Some 200 m., beneath Chaqui Orcco an upper group, of 2 rectangular
structures on a terrace level and some circular structures

below were documented, af@er the burning of that part of the
hillside by local inhabitants had revealed them., The
rectangular structures were undoubtedly not of Inca type. It

is possible that all the group is pre-Inca date, though no
surface material was found that would support a particular dating



The exi
xistence of a large number of groups of circular §CPUCSUEED

thr i
oughout this ares would initially indicate a dense pre~lnca
population, However, it is also known that much mining activity

was carried on here in the colonial period.
tueen different types of architec~
ircular

The existence of

close physical relationships be
ture and such finds as pure Inca pottery in the walls of ©
structures make this region one of great interest and possible
importance as regards the relationship between central Inca
‘authority and local populations, and also as an area ol
expanded populationsmay have continued to use traditional
architectural styles largely unaffected by Inca models, during

the neo-Inca or early colonial period.
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