
1ST QUEEN'S DRAGOON GUARDS HIKALAYAN EXPEDITION 1982 

A 12 man expedition to climb KR4, a 21000ft unol imbed mountain, the 
high es t of the KOA RONG range in the Great Himalaya . 

August - October 1982. 

Leader - Captain Charles Anthony Hookey, 1st The Queen's Dragoon Guards, Carv er 
BarracBs , wimbish, Bssex CB10 2YA (0799 - 23164) xt 57 . 
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KRA is a :20900ft mountain in the Himalaya in Northerm India. Despite 
the efforts of three previous expeditions, the Aus trians in 1939, the Swiss 
in 1976 and the Poles in 1978, the mountain remained unclimbed. 

In 1980 a military exp edition achieved the first asc ent of KR3. The 
sunit of KR3 gave a view of possible approach routes to KR4 - the highest 
montain in the KOA RONG range, 



Planning for the KR4 expedition started£ in 1981 and the team left ror 
India in August 1982 . 

THE TEAM 

With the exoeption of the doctor, Lt Col Richard Hardie, the 12 man team 
cons is ted of past and pres ent members of 1st The Queen 's Dragoon Guards a 
British cavalry regiment. 

We were join ed in India by our liais on offic er, Harjit S íngh and ur 
cook boy, Kashmiri . 

THE EKPEDITION 

Air India flew us and our equipment from England to Delhi - and gave s a 
generous discount. The Rhotang Pass, clos ed by snow for 8 mon ths of the year, 
had open ed in June and we were able to use trucks and bus es to take us all the 
way to the roadh ead at Darcha. This reduc ed the walk in time considerably but 
unfortunately also reduc ed the time for acclimatisation. By the time we 
reached bas e camp, 5 days walking later, 2 of the team were so badly affected 
by altitude that they had to be sent down the moun tain. 

A long period of cold and settled weather meant that progress up the 
moun tain was very quicke Camp 1 Was es tablished on 5th September, Camp 2, a 

Snow hole, on 7th S eptember and the sumit was reached on 8th September . 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COV ERA GE 

Over 1000 slides were taken during the course of the expedition. From 
these a lecture set of about 100 has been produced. Con tact Captain Hookey 

EXPEDITION REPORT 

A resume of the expedition and other detai ls can be obtained from Captain 
Hookey" 
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for details . 
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